4 INTERROGATION REPORT
IFW 60
134TH INF REGT,

4 Dec. 44

36 PV from lst and 2nd Co, 38th Regt
7 th Ce 37th Regt. 17th S5 Diviaio;

The 1st Co had replaced the 7th Co on the hill NW of PUTTELANGE end

at ihe seme time had meirtained their previous defensive positicn

slong tre edge of the town between the brook (MODERBACKE and the STRASSBURG
- ¥ETZ higrway. The 7th Co was to occupy a nev position & to 8 km to

the SE of PUTTELAMGE and they were in the process of moving when our attack
ceme. The Tth Co consisted of two platoons, one of which escaped apnd the
other of which wae taken prisoner while at the SE end of PUTTELANGE.

1st Co: Strengtk is 6C men..ﬁﬁp&pons irclude 5 lmgs, 2 80 mm mortars and
1C small bazookas. The CO is lst Sgi Volkmar replacing 2md Lt Dietrich whe
is row bettalion CO, The regimental CO was Capt Schutzek who was killed in
Vetz, The former basttelion commarder was killed in PUTTELANGE two or three
days sgo when the battalion CP sufferec a direct hit during an air strike.
The divisior commender is General vor Ostendorf, The comparny CI was in
barracks 412509. The bettalion CP which wes bombed two days ago wes in

the PUTYELANGE city hell.

Wednesday 25 engineers came tc Putelange from GUEBENHAUSEN (421533) to
corplete the demolition of the bridge here. None of the FW were aware of
any mines or booby-trars that the engineers may heve laid., The PW had no
orders restricting their movements to particular areas of the toen because of

mines having been leid.

1 AT gun was seen withdrawing to GUEBEMHAUSEN severzl days sgo. No other
_heavy pieces or tanks were seen in the town.

2nd Co: Strength is about 60 men., Were in position at approximately 410506,
Company hes been in defensive positior in 1his iown for about ten days.

This is 2 newly reorgarized company, most of the men having come from & re=
placement battalio in Bohemia via Kaiserslautern.

7th Cos Compeny strength was ¢C to 7C m¢n. CO was lst Lt Beckman. Company
consisted of two platoons (no heavy pletoon) and weapons were rifles, 6 lmg
eynd 4 srall bazookes., Since there was no heavy pletoon the company had no
more mortars. While in position to tre N' of FUTEELANGE this company received
constant artillery fire from us. In tke last three deys there were 3 dead &nd
5 or € casualties. - '

PW gave tre following significence to flares: White -"Here we are”
Red - "Tarks attzack"

EXff Green - “"Arty falling short"
P¥W also state that mesnings of flare sigrals change at unspecified intervals.
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All F% state that this morning's sttack wes completely unexpected and
that tkey were caughi off guard,

In general the worsle is not high. Several PW's would have surrendered
ezrlier had they had the opportunity. Most have read the leanflets which
have been dropped on their positions by rlane and arty: the latest ones

tell of the apparert :isappearance of Hitler and Goering.

No PW knew of any prepared positions to which they were supposed to fall
back in cezse of & withdrawal, They received no erder to wit!draw.

7 he bhai, /zé Z VR C FrR S an L
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3 P% from lst Co, Eng BN, 17 SS Div.

The battelion has four compsnies. The first is used &s an engineer
compenyk: the others were committed in unknown parts as infantry.

The 1st co consisted of four pletoons: two of these platoons were
glso committed as infantry and the other two did engineer work. One
of the platoons working es engineers did only bridge demolitions.

FW believe that most of the other actual engineer platoon was elso en~
geged in this type of work, but some of them may have been active in

nine laying.

Bridges over AT ditches at the following points ere prepered for demclition
but have nct sc¢ far been destroyed. They are not mined. The charge et
each bricdge is exploded by lighting a fuse at the bridge. Locations

are at 421527, 4C2534, and 4C5526,

The CF of the lst Engincer Co is at & house next to the church in
IPPLING (466567).~-House #10. The platoon CP is in GUEBENHAUSEN.

The engineers dc¢ not.krow of mines laid in this ares. They do not know
of any delayed action explosive devices left ir evecuated places in
this ares.



INTERROGATION REPORT
IPW 60 41

134TH INF REGT ‘1%, .
: T4 4 Dec 44

1 PW from 13th Co 37th Regt 17 S5 Div.

Strength of 60 75 men. Located in ERNSTWEILER (434521). The armament
of this company corsists of four 150 mm infentry howitzers. These are
located between houses on both sides of the road =t aspproximetely
436524, The guns are about 50 yds apart from each other. Ammupition
ig inside the houses about SC yds further east on the same road.

The CP is in the parish house just west of the church in town,

The guns are truck drawn. The automotive equipment of thecompeny
consists of three small cars and four trucks (2 Opals and 2 Ford V=-8's).

5

Regimental trains are in SARKEGUEMINES in the NW section of town.

This man .wes engaged as forward observer and was the only one for the
battery. He states that there was mo limitetiorn in the consumption of
smpunition for the battery. Whenevr ammo was low the trucks went to

& depot in the woods east of SARREGUEMINES to get more: thie occurrad
every third or fourth day. He vas connected to his battery only by
radio, and radic communication was destroyed last night by ar artillery
hit on the radio apparatus. This men could orly adjsut the fire of his
own batterys he couvld not adjust the fire of the supporting artillery,
which he believed lay 2 or 3 km behind ERNSTWEILER.

Our counterbattery fire did not destroy any of the enemy.piecés or ammo,
Yesterday three personrel were wounded. Use of the main street was largely

denied during the day time, No house had been hit seo that the cellar was
affected.

There are no road bloeks in ERNSTWEILER and ne minés are laid in the town.
FW bettery mnever firee at night .

CO of battery is Lt Pitzer. Regtl GO is Capt Launer.
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