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2 Py from 5t» Jo, 2nd Armd Inf Reet, lst 35 armd Div (Adolf Hitler)

vhis division came here last night after hevingz besen in action last
at LAATATIAE.  This action was, apout ten days aso. 3oth the lst and
ond Armd Inf Rests and tre araored rect were encircied here and the
Aivision sufferad: heavy losses. 26 tanks wers left there after ihey
had broken.out of the, circle because of lack of zas. he lat Rext
had the hizhest casualties bscause 1t had had the miesion of break-
ine out. 7Jompany strengths in the 2ad Rezt, vhich ig the stronger
of the two, von about §0 men per con any. After breaiins out of the
circle the division went to & rest area aboul 20 X@m to the east. 3y
travelling at night with four trucka per company they made the trip
to the assembly srea (probably NIEDERJAMPACH) in two days. Benause
of our air they could not travel in daytime.. The rest of their
trin to thair position in line was by foot. .The 2nd Regt had a po-
aition eentsring st about 570520, atiackina in & westerly direction.
To thelr loft {South) was the lst Rest, T° their risht (forth) was
the yn divieion. The %d 8n of the 2ni next had bse: equipped with
armored half-tracks but had lost them 21l 1n previoas engagenents!
1+ was tha weakest of the three hattalions. The first bn vwas at
about: full strensth andi at the ri-nt (rorth) of the re~imental sec=-
tor. The 2nd bad the south half of the eector. The pogition of the
#d 3n, if present, 1s not known. The 2nd 3n attaczaed in a wedge fore-
mation, the 7th 7o leading and the 5th to the right réar and the Oth
to the left rear. Two platoocns of the fifi» company venetratsd to
edme ofyf woods at about 557517 and became gseparated from thelr other
units which we e not ablé to advance that far, The femainder of the
two platoons AFL# withdrew or were liguldated. '

A0 of Sth 0o is Jant Schrend. Bn CC wds a casualty in LAZLAISE
and the new one 8 not known. The 20 of the regt 18 L Col 3ander.

1 atate that sttseking in waves of wednes Is B new princinle
of attack 1n which they have been trained for the 1ast two months.
wao- wed-e ig formed by thrse comnanies and the company itself la.
devloyed 1in wedse form. C '

“uroose of attack was to reseal the circle around BASTOGNE.
They were t0ld that thiey would thus encircle two U3 divielons.
They al3o bHelieve that there is another ferman thrust bHelnsz mads
from the west. ' : '

iornle of the 57 troops was not very high bedause they had
not expected to be taken from thelr rest ares and recommitted alter
having lost all thelr equinamont. ‘ B
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4 PW from Tth Co, 331 Rest, 167 V& Dlv.

This regziment was in position to the risht (Worth) of the SS troops,
centering at approximately 569534, They jumped off this morning at
0500 with the mission of taking LUTRESBOIS, clearing the woods to

the west of the town, securing the BASTOGNE, HWAY and clearing the
woods to the west of this road. The regiment attacked in column of
battalions, first bn leading. This bvattalion went through LUTREBOIS
and entered the woods to the west. The 6th Co followed. When the
7+h Cof attempted this a US machine gun 1in one of the most easterly
houses of the village pinned them down for an hour and a half, forced
them tochanme the direction of their attack to the north and to lose
contact with the rest of their battalion. The Tth Co then approached
the woods at about 559530 where they were driven back or taken prisoner.
This unit formed the right flank of the attacking forces.

strencgth of the T7th Co is 60 men equipped with 3 mgs. There are many
machine pistols in the outfit. The 8th Co is a HW Co equipped wlth
80mm morters. Staff sgt PW with 6 years army experlence complained
that his company received no support from mortars and attributed this
to inexperienced,young, officers. This was the first committment

of the regiment. gtrensth of the other companies 1g believed to be
sbout the same even though it is a newly formed orgenization. PW
states that there are two battalions in the regiment, three regiments
in the division.
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The following information was obtained from a captured enemy map:

Intended location for CP, 331 Regt at FZXZMIENF ARLONCOURT (618-
806) '

Intended location of 3n NP at AL HEZ (633812).

30 Dec 44

Intended location for Regimental CP at MOMET (647824)

The following were actual positions of the regiment in assembly
area at time positions were plotted on map:
Reglmental CP at ALSTER
2nd Bn CP at OUDLER (near BURG REULAND)
5th and 8th Co at DIJERLER’
6th and 7th Co at ESPELER

The followine 1s either the route of advance or the supply

route for the unit:

HABSCHEID (Germany) via WIHIERSFEYY WINTERSPELT or
GROSSKAMPENBURG to BURG REULAND to TROIS VIERGES to

ASSEIBORN to LONWGVILLY to NOVILLE.

Only units of the 2nd Bn of the reglt and regtl Hg were shown
~on map. - ;
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1 PW from 7th Co 339 Rest, 167th V& Div.

BW's battallion left Czechoslovakia two weeks ago by train,
stayed for two days in a small villase in the Tifel Mts, marched
for silx days and weht into. assembly in the woods about 5 Km SE
‘of BASTOANE. PW does not know anythineg about the other bns of
his regiment and does mot know there whereabouts. He also says
that the 5th Co of his Bn is not here, the only ones committed
in this area being the 6th, Tth, and 8th. They advanced west
from 573527. His comvany advanced apparently without expecting
to meet any enemy. They went in small groups not takling normgl
precautions of cover and concealment. When crosesing a fence at
about 568526 they met our mg fire and were largely wiped out.
The 20 of the Co , Tt Flor, was killed immediately and other
casualties were heavy. A few managed to escape by running back
in the direction from which they had. come.

About three weeks ago 21l the men of the company were issued
machine pistols. This involved qulte a ceremony in which 2all
had to shake hands with the company commander and promise never
to relinquish the weapons. The machine pistols, except for a

few, were all collected two davs aszo. Some were issued rifles and

rifle grenade launchers. Some few had no arms at all. Qthers
had small bazookas and hand srenades whixh they had picked up.

PW states that there are quite a few Jugoslavs and Alsatians
in the unit. worale is high, and the men believe we are being
forced back to the beaches., ' '

PW mave the same significance to flares as previously reported:
Red =~ enemy attacks
freen - arty is fallinz short
Wwhite & here we are "

Bn 00 1s Maj Hoecker. \

00 of 7th.Co, 2nd Rect, lst s9 Armd Div ig Lt Sommerfeld
G0 of "nd Bn " n " 1s 1lst Lt Feil

CO of 2nd Regt 1s Lt 7ol Sahdig (not Sander as previously reported)
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1 7% from 14th Co, 331 Regt, 167 VG Div.
1 P¥ from lst Co, 331 Legt, 167 VG Div.

- One platoon of the 14th Co and one platoon of the 13th Co was attacked to the lst

Bn of this Hegt. The first br was ip attack this merring with the purpose of re-
serling the cencirclement of our trcovs &t BASTCONE. The 18tk Co is an AT Co, ench
platoon of which is eqiipped with 1€ large bazookas: it hes no AT gums. The 13th
Co has two ¢r three infantry eanron, Somm, in general support. There sre alsc six
iark IV tanks supporiing the attack of this batislion. The battalion went irto pow
gition along the edge of the woods NI of LUTREBOIS last nigrt snd received the order
tosttack at O4CC this morning. The lst Co advanced direetly into the village, the
2rd Co was to the left (NW), and the 3d Co at some distance to tte right (SE).

After the lst Uc advarced througl ihe town they met heavy smell arms fire from the
edge of the wocds on the W side cf the town and had to withdraw back inte it. Up
tc the time of capture of PW the Cerman tarks had rot been employed. The lst Bn
ineluding the 15tk Co of tke 14th Prcht Regt,which had beer forced out of the town
yesterday, vas relieved by this urit, ard the parachkttists bhed witrdrawn ikrough the
new urit.

This is the first committrent of the nev division. At least one regimert of the
division vawe from Czechoslovakia sbout 15 Dec. They remained bebind the Siegfried
Line until ebout 25 Dee ané ther mercied to present position. They encountered no
resigtance er route esxcert one nttazck by planes st whiekh time twe of the companies
gsuffered smell losses., FW say they saw = greet many knocked out Cermar vehicles of
their approach marck, The location of the other twc bns of the 331 Regt is somevhere
ip thir vicirigy: the location of the other two regimerts is not krown, PW having
seen no eviderce of the other regiments since leaving Czechoslovekim. The VG division
is made up of abeout two thirds Foles and one trird Germans. One FY believes that
there were iwo regiments in the division: +the oiker believes there were three.

The sirengih of the lst Co iz sboul 12C men with 2 heavy and 2 light mg. The CF of
the 1lst Bn is at & CR ip the forest at 590542 in = dugout.

Last night the battelior received heavy cesvalties due to arty fire at their posi-
tion at the edge of the woods.



