TACTICAL INTERROGATION REFPCRT A
- IF¥ TEAM 60-B, 134TH INPANTHY LA

31 Oet 44

Franz Steeger, Pvt, 7th Ce, 1125th Hegt. Aultrian,'age 38. - £
Kerl Tatseh, Cpl, 8tk Co, 1125th Kegt, Germen, age 3C. L

FW eaptured early this morning by American patrol SW of FRESNES.

FW give the follewing information:

toved inte this position thres weeke ago. Stremgth eof 7th Ce is SC men.
Suffered casualiies while ceming irto thie pesition frem srtillery fire
vie Juree weoeds resultinmg inte the destruction ef the 3rd rlatoen.

About 30 men frem the 8th Co alee in and around Fresnes. Totel stiremgth
in vic Fresnes estimsted 150. ; ' i

CP ef 7th Ce is in the eellsr of ¢ house rext te and north ef the church
at Frecnes. .The 6th Co is im the Juree woeds, exact strength unknown.

Irn the first house entering Fresnes from Jallsucourt or tke norih side
of the read are a few mires and personnel te cover this appreach te the
town. The mines sre in readiness to be placed in the street. The guards
sleep in the celldr ef this house if irey are relieved. Heuse received
a direct hit By mortsr fire yesterday cavsing no dumege. 1 :

Ke surperting terks sre known to be here bul are suprosed te be wifh the
17th SS Armd Div 30 km te the rear.

The HLR is net cortinucus but s series of defended pesitions, Foints %f
of cemmending terraim between Fresnes and Juree woéds and Jallsuecurt ]

are esch held by a few men witkh machirne gun. Exaet location of ihese
strong points ere not known. 7

Ore heavy machine gun .located 040277 spprox. Twe E0mm mortars located F
pear the northern edge of town, exaet lecatien unkmcwn.

}
The Tth Co has three outposts et apprex the following loczaticns: ’*L
0442745 0382753 and 046270 ( the ares between here and Fresnes is covered 3
by machire guns). FPosts are marned by one man and they heve no cemmun= h
jeatior with other poimts. Alsrm muet be given by the guerd bimself B
goire te the rear. Flares are not used fer this purpose. GCusrds recognize .
ratrols by password which ehanges deily at 1800 (Pass word until 1800 B
tonight ie Fink, reply: Star.) PW do net krow any recogrition gignals
by flesklights; patrol leaders ecrry flares and these may be used fer
recognitien. -

Worm foed is brought ferward once daily at varicus times between darkness | |
and widnight. It is brought partly by wagen ard the last part ef the trip [
by foot, reute urknewn. FW state that traffiec betweer Fresnes and [
Jellsucourt is wagons eerryirg wood and strav te jmprove fox holes. 5]
Ammunition end mail sre brought daily with thre feod, Ammunitien supply i
sdequete fer all wecpons. It



GU of 5th Co ie 2nd Lt Baumbhauer.

A mine field of anti-persermel mines of unkrown size rums between brook
. and resd approx at C44372. - i

FW states that there is little belief anymore ir a2 secret weapon. MNost
believe that the war will be over by Christmes. This perticular group
kae nol sesen any recent propagends leaflets; if we fire these the higher
NCOs are sent out to gether them up ard turmy them in to Bn Hg. There are
strict peralties for soldiers keeping those leaflets,

One FW states that in his basic training he lemrned that fleres had the
follewing sigrificance: - :
White - location of own troopsy green = enemy tanks atlack; red - we attack.
He believes that new meaninge are given to signals for different operations.;w

1t ig the peliaf ef the FW that the mission of his v nit is to continue to .F
defend and that they have ne interntion 1o attack.



g

(Interrogation v pprt, 31 Opt, Cont'd)

CO of 5th Co ie 2nd Lt Baumheauer.

A mine field of anti-personnel mines of unknown size runs between brook
and road approx at 044272.

PW states that there is little belief anymore irn a secret weapon. Most
believe that the war will be over by Christmes. This particular group
tas not seen any recent propeganda leaflets; if we fire these the higher
NCOs are sent out to gather them up and turn them in to Bn Hq. There are
strict penalties for soldiers keeping those leeflets.

One PW stetes that in his basic training ke lemrned that fleres had the

following significance:
White - location of own trcops; green = enexy tanks attack; red ~ we attack.
He believes that new meanings are given to signals for different operations.

It is the belief of the FW that the mission of his unit is to continue to
deferd and thaet they have no intention to atteck.



