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THE OPEREIONS OF COMPANY F, 154'.1‘1:[ 'ANTRY
: (35TH ANTRY DIVISICN) Il’l THE REBSUTION
OF A SALIENT IN THE VICINITY OF HAN AND FOBBIEUX, FRANCE
' 20 SEPTEMBER 1944
(RHIFELAND ~CAMPAIGN)
_(Porsenal Experience or ‘a Cannon cempany Platoon Leador)

| gnmm;gmn
IRTROD'UOTI ON

This nnnegraph covers the oporations of Company F,
| 134th Infantry, 35th U3 Inrantry Division in the ‘reduction
of a anlient in the vioinity of HAN end FOSSIEEX, FRANCE,

- 29 Sthembor 1944.

In order to orient the reader, i¢ will bo ‘necessary to
‘briorly discuss the mader events that 1ed.up to thia aetien.

Ehe 1n1t1al landings on the oontinont or EURGPE were
';ndde on 6 June 1944 by the. Amariaan First Army and the British
'_Second Army These 1and1nsa were auoeonaful in estdbliahins
@ firm'hold en the NORMANDY coast, and the Allies were sble
.'-to puah the Gonmans 1nland and build up sufficlent forces to

"”Jprepare for & major effenaive.- (1)

_ on 1 lngnst 1944 the mhird v8 Army oennisting of VIII
'Gerps, X1I Gorpa, xv Corps and xx corpa beocame operational
in HORHAHDY under oommend of Lioatonant General George 3.
Patton, Jr. (2)- |

The 1n1t1al mission of the Third Arny was to seize the
BR!TTINY ports, but arter the sunoos-rul rlanking of tho 8
Gennan defenses at AVRANCHES by Anariean rorsen on 1 Augnat
1944, ‘the: prinnry misaion or the !hira Army was changed te
“one of rapid exploitabian ta the oant with atreng armorod

(2) A-s,'. p. 138



forces on the geffral axis LAVAL-LE MANS-CH@@FRES. (See
Epa) (3) -

The rapid advences of the Third Army in its speetaculer
dash acroas FBAﬂcE put.to;rifie-demanda on supporting supply
instellatiens, and by early August, it became quite evidgnt
: fhut the shortage of gasoline in the Third Army was oritical
end by enrly September there was also a er;ticai shortage of
106um end 156mm smmunition which was dwe to the failure of
~supply Installations to keep pace with the needs of the tac-
tical units, During the rapid sdvamce of the Third Army the
prineipa; requiropents.gad been for small arms ammmnition;

. consequently, by the early part of Soptombér, large calibre
smmundi tion was not in the forward area supply points in any
grodt quantities, (4) | _

To make the supply'pieture 8till more gloomy, ﬁh;rd
Army troops were without overshoes, blankets and meckinaws,
‘end the chilly fall weather was setting ins All of these
supplios'had bdon requiaitiéned'fren Commnication Zene by
Third Army G-4 while still in NORMANDY but were still not
luppliod. (8) '

During this period, Third Army's losses were extremely
heaiy, and assault unlts soon began to be aritica;lylshort of
_combat persomnel, Badly needed replscements were ooming up

~ 4n smell dribbles, and during the ensuing months, all divi-
sions of the Third Azmy were te continue righting consider-
ably understrength. (8)
. on 25 Septaﬁber the Third Army was holding the ”Line of

'A’l’ p. 136’ -‘.6' G-" Pe 17
A-1, Do 134,136
(8) A=l, p. 155



the Iloao_J_._lo'j‘,‘and. that time, 1t received offfJers to assume
the defensive, This amounted to halting its advance snd ore
‘ganlzing 1ts position for defense, (7)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

. fThe XII Corps established a defensive line extending from
the SEILLE RIVER near unnﬁoun to the east, then ascuth through |
the GREn30EY FOREST facing the enemy held towns of COUTRES ind.
CHAMBREY, The line then extended east and south through the
BRZANGE LA GRANDE FOREST. The 4th Armored Division was defend~
ing on the right flank.of the Corps, The 35th Infantry Divi.
sion was in a position to'thp‘lo:t of the 4th }rmored Bivisien.
‘with the 80th Infantry Division on the left of the 35th Infan-
‘try_Diiinien;' The 6th Ammored Division was east of NANCY in
Corps reserve, (SQO'Hdg_B) _(0) | .

" The initial dispesition of the 35th Division on 29 Sep-
tember was as ollows, 154th Infantry on the left with all
hree Dattalions on the line, 34 Battalion, 320th Infantry on
the right of the 134th, snd the 137th Infanfiry with all three
battalions on line om the right of the diviasion zone. (9)

The enamy_eppéaing XII Corps were bullding up thelr
| forces, Since the ?qsaume'the defensive” order had been
1ssued to Third Army, the enemy had hed suffiolent time to
reorganize in the vieinity of GREMECEY and CHATEAU . SALINS
FQBEST. Reinforcements wers meved in fram_tho north in such
-strengthlas-to indicate the possibllity of a counterattack.
| When Fleld Marshal Rundstedt assumed commend of OB West
on 5 Se taﬁber 1944,;h9 was directed by Hitler to stop the
Y A=l, p, 143 — -

(8) 4a~10, Chapter VII
(9) A~D, p. 237; Personal knowledge
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Allied advances @ o to the west as posli., to hold the
. part of BELGIUM north of SOHELDE end all of the NETHERLANDS,
and to teke the offensive in the NANCY-NEUPCBATEAU seotor by
leaunching a counteroffensive towards REIM3, Phis counter=
offensive in which the Fifth Panger Army would be used was
to be the most ambitious since HORTAIN, snd the date of the
offonsive operation was set as 12 September 1944, fh@ initial
objestive was to wipe out the XIT Corps foroes in the vicinlty
of LUNEVILLE and NANOY and then restore the MOSELLE line to
- the north. (10) " : |

Due to the pressure rrom‘Allipd'rorees to the aouth, scme
of tho.?kﬁSQr Diviaions hed to be committed prematurely to
. hold the line in that sector, end it was not until 18 September
that the Fifth Penser Army launched e counterattack near LUNE-
VILLE; tThe enemy ren into limited objective attacks of the
XII end XV Corps snd were stopped in thp;i tracks, Another
counterattack was leunched by the onqmyren 22 Beptember, and
this attask was alse stopped by the combined efforts of the
XIX Tactical Alr QOmmwnd_gnd Third Army armbr.

" on the 24th of September, the Germen Pirst Ammy which hed
been reorganized and strengthened after its hasty retreat from
south of PARIS, lsunched an attack west of GCHATEAU SALINS to
help the FAfth Panger Army pinoh off the XII Gorps sslients
 The troops of the XII Corps held fast, and by the 29th of Sep-
tembexr the enanj qountprorfenaive was broken. (11)

The enemy counteroffensives were marked by bitter fight-
ing all aléng ths;xII'Gorﬁa front and roaulpedrinijI Corps
throwing in every#hing 1t hed to halt this sggressive enemy

(10) A~B, p. 195



offert, (12) . . .

- The eneony roreon opposing the Third Aray during this

| peried in the gone of XII and XV Corps oonsiated of the 5634
' vblkqgronadioé.p;viaion,rsssth Volkagrpnddior D1vil1on, and
the 113th Pan#pr.Bivision_blug the Germen First Army and the
Fifth Panzer Army which were assembloed in the GHATEAU SALINS
erea, (13) : | |

The eombat ertioionsy of the enemy forces at this time
wes excollant. The oountorofronsive-in the secter of the
35th Division was aggrosaivo, and thq eneny foreces were qniek
to teke advantage or ‘the slightest guin made. by their attaok-
-1ng roreol. Also the enomy was well supported by artillery
nnd srmor which thoy used to the maximum. extont.

The oombat efficioncy or the rriendly forces could be
.regardod a8 excellent; however, units were understrength and
:uhnrt.og-eqniﬁnont-aﬁd.weapoga as woll as ammnition of heavy
calibre; This'howover'did-not raducé the fighting oapahiiitioﬁ
or the aaprit de eorps of the ulreaﬁy well 1nﬂootrinatod vet-
orana. (14) '

The - terrain ooeupied by the 35th Diviaion at this timn
_ eonsiated of a mumber er amall towns located, for the most
part, on-aeeondary roada with a considersble number ef ridge
'.11§oa, the.poséeaiion_or which gave a.markod advéntage to the
‘defender., Thgfaroafiad‘dottod with,small_pQStha_of_yeads'and
large féroqta,,anﬁ the heavy rain received during September

| - r§d#ced the capabilities of the secondary roads and made cross

country mQVQment with héawy vehicles and ermer a diffioult

operations (1B)

T%E} A3, De 224 o
._[15 A=B, po 89; AeB, p. 106

- (14) Porsonal knowledge

(18) Personsal knowledge




The supply .tuation was ra.r from deai‘lo with Third

| Arnw troops ahort on ratlions, gasoline, amnnnitien, wintor
clothins end replanomsnta. In fact it was not until the:
Battlo of the Bulgo_sqmn three months 1a£ef.§hgt higher head-
quarters finhlly_produoed an adequatdrnunbor,a:;roplanqnontu
rdr_Third Army's depleted divisiens, (16) :Thﬁ oritical |
shbrtaso'er artillory_ummunition duz1pg this period neces-
aitgﬁod firing only on'derinitoly 1o§ated obagrver,tnrsets;
and for marking air strikes for the Air Corps, (17)

on 29 Septomber 1944, tho 134th Inrantry waa in a defen-
sive positien in the area of tho FORET DE aanunenr with all
throe battaliens on line. (800 Map C) (18)

- on thia date, the regiment was given the ﬁissien of
- lqnnohing g'limitedJebjootivo attaek_with the 2d Battalion to
eapﬁuzo~nlﬂ and‘redﬁdé'tho‘dnamy Aaliont in the vieinity of |
':HII and FOSSIKUX. By reducing thiu saliont, the regiment |
~‘hoped to ntrnighton out 1ta rront lines which at this time
_fallewad a vory 1rregu1ar pattern and were extenﬂed.aver some
12,000 yerds, (19) , |

‘The quminéing ofricer of the 134th Inrantry hed made a

;apeeial raquo-t to. higher headquarters Lo 150 rounds of
._ er1t1oa11y rationed 10&mm anlnnitien.to be rirad by Gnanon ,

‘Company in nupport of the attnak -on HIH. This requeat was
"”appreved since division artillery weuld net be ririns in

ort of this tttuok. (20)

-',_16)_ A=l, pe 135
QA7) A=T

- {18) Personal knowleago '

- (19) A=2; p. 833 Poersonal knewledge
(20 Persenll knewledge




| The regimer.l order for ‘the attack n..uuod at 1000
hours on the morning ef the. 29th of September to the cammlnd-
ing officer of the 2d Battglien, and at this timn, he was in-
formed of the avallability of the l06mm mmmunition to support
-;tho gttunk.

o Th. 24 Battalien Gepmender 1mu9d1ately contacted the
Gannen Gampanylquteqn Leader who was supporting his battalion,
After alﬁriqf reeépnaiilnnpquin tho_grod northwest of MANHOUE,
thovplanﬁ of supporting fires were arranged and o daminhting
obaervation poat seloeted in & hay loft in NANHOUE which looke
| od d&reetly down 1nte the town of HAN some 800 yards to tho
"‘northleab. (21) |

THE BATTALION SITUATION (See Map D)

Fhe 24 Battelion, minus Compeny F, wes to remaln in its
‘proaént position. to protect the left r;.;x:orltha_éivisiéa
which wés exposed at thipxbimpjgince contact had not yet been
esteblished with the 80th Infantry Division on the left.

campany F was to attaok from positions in the vielnity
of ARHAUGGURE, oapture HAH and bo prepared to defend in that
location and to.oatabligh_contaot with Gompany B in MANHOUE
" on a new rosinpntql'lLR.. (22)

The battalien attaok order was issued in ARMOUCOURT ab
‘1206'hoﬁrs,'and'at this tino'deofdination'er'thp plan of attack
and five support vas plannod between the Cemmending orrioor er
Guupuny F and the cannon Gonpany Plateen Leader who was to be -

i | Personal,knovlodsoz
- Personal knowledge



the .faria:g@ obs'pzf_for this attaok, .
The combat strength ef Company F was 50 men and 3 officers
at this time and the compeny had no 11ght mechine guns in the
~ weapons platoon., The shortages of persoﬁnol and the lack of
light machine guns would considerably limit'tﬁo oépabilities
and firepowor_or_tha‘compaﬁy. (23) - Although these shortages
~ had existed for a considerabls length of time, they had not
been raplaced. 7 | | o
| The terrailn over which Gempany F was to leunch its attack
-'waa-lew, open nsadow land with thp=e:eeptien of one deminating'
plece of high greund_and an gpplo:o?ohaﬁd some two to three |
| hundred y@rds.weat.or the ijegtiie.. (See D) |
The enemy foroas in the objeetivé ﬁrea consisted of the
/llt Battalion of the 1120th German Infantry Rpgimpnt with the
:battalien OP located in HAN, (24)
. The woather during the entire day of the 20th was clear
and eool, and via;bility_wgs virtunlly unlimited,
" The plan of attack was ooardingted between the Gempeny

Gmhﬁdor'or lagmpany_F__and the forward observer, and contact

---dnd fire missions ware'to be controlled by S8CR 300 radio.

The Cannon Company forward observer had two two SOR 300 radios,
orie of which was furnished by the 2 Battelion end the other
" by Cannon Company, The plan was to listen in on the battallon
‘radio which Wes on the sme channel as Company F's radio while
the other riﬂie Was operating on Oanhon Company 'a channel. snd
wauld be used for transmitting ”rire missions", (25)

Ax 1330 heura the Gannon Gompany forward observer, his

platoon sergesnt and radie qpprator had completed last ninnto
(23) Personsl knowledge

(24) Personal knowledge; A-2, p. 84

(26) Personal knowledge
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plens with tho_ce'ay_pmmdo_r of Company _bbou_t 300 yerds
woest of MANHOUE to insure that all details had been coordine
ated fer the attack, The forward observer and his party then
| préeeedad to-th§ OP in MANHOUE to register in the guns of the
1st and 2d'Platoons of Cannon Company which were in different
battalion sectors, (See Map C) (26)

A "base point" for registofing both the 1lst aﬁd 24 Pla-.'
‘toons was selected 100.yardsreant of HAW and reglstration of
- both impact and time fire scourately computed, The time of
atteck was 1400 hours, There was sufficient time prior to
H-hour to perﬁit the forward observer end his perty to bring
down continuous heavy fire in the forward edge of the town
to keep the enemy under cover, During these preparatory fires,
1t became apparent from the OP that the impact fuszes were ex-
ploding immediately on contact with thin tiles roofs of the
houses 1n HAN and were doing little damage to the enemy who
were in the first floors and cellars of the houses. An im-
mediate radio trememisajon to both the lst and 24 Platoons
orderins all firing to be with.fuzé delsy shells until further
notice attained the desired results end the heavy 106mm shells
wore penetrating the roofs of the houses before expleding and,
in most oases, were exploding in tha first floors or cellars

of the houses, inflicting heavy cssualtles on the ocoupants,
NARRATION

‘At 1400 hours Company F orossed the line of departure,
(See Map D) with two plateons sbreast, The progress froem
the line of departure to the near edge of the orchard west of

(28) Personal knowledgg
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HA¥ was rapid m'itheut incident, Upon rg.aing the for-
ward edge of the orchard one rifle squad was sent forward to

reconnoiter the high ground to the north while the remeinder

‘of the company remained in the near edge of the orchard,

- The rifle squad proceeded on to the high ground end
found no sign of enemy; however, foxholes and Weapons eﬁplaoef
monts hed been dug on this commending ground and at this time
were uncocupied, irherrif;ofuquad'1mmodiat91y returned to in-
form the eampaﬁy commender of this matter and Company F‘thon-

'precgedod through the orcherd, 1#t_P1atoon_on the right, 24

Platoon on the left, until they came upon a stone wall seme
100 yards west of HAN and juset euf of the concealment of the
orohardg=—Tho fire of the Cannon Gampany'platopnq was falling -
1# the near edge of towmn end was keeping the enemy well under
cover, (27)

A8 Compeny F prepered to cross this stome wall and ad-

vence %o the eant to take cover behind enother stone wall at

\

the western edge of HAN, all srtillery fire was shifted to the
far edge of town, At this tims'fggmggggl__groea deteoted the
presence of Company F and 1mm9diatoly opened riro wggg,.ll

available Wesnona; however, Company F was resdy for whaE’"amo
uunché&’fﬁoir assault from the ¥icinity of the second

stone wall, (306 ng D)
- The leading elements of Gampany ¥ were able to gain a

gdod_feethold on_ths weatern edge of BAI since the close in
artillaty fire support given thgm;p:ior to'tpeir_ags;ult had
driven the enemy under cover in HAN, The limited distance to
be traveraod'from this assault position to the outskiris ef

(27) Personal knowledge

12



VYT s e -

w"/ ] the t_ewn_pemiltto'pmpqp_ylr_ to cateh the ene . unaware gnd

{

caused the enemy to be unable to bring down mnxfﬁﬁif???ootivo-‘
'”firg:ongtho sttackers before they reashed the cover of the
" buildings. (28) | | .
~ The mopping up in the town amounted to alnost'indivi&ual
|| aotiona by members of Cempany F who were routing the enemy out
of the cellars, barns and utahlo-. (29)
At approxtuately 1445 haurs, the enemy could be seen
'ﬁithdramins tp.the-northcgst rron HAN over a route ‘almost
through the *baqe point" of initial reglstration of the 1st
and 2d Platoons. VAt'this finp, the forward cbservers called
' rer a fire mission on the "Sase poiat“ by the 2d Platoon,
" This fire was immediately received and it hit almost in the
middlo or the dozen or Bo enemy soldiers whe were attcmpting
: to withﬂrgw.to the northeast to Fesaizux which was in onauy.
hends,
The orroct of the riro was immediately noted since only
throo of the enemy got up arter the concontration and attqmptoa
- to eontinme thelr withﬂraxnl-up-thp grassy slopes to F@&SIEHI.

The ferwsard observer then called for the fire or-énorennnen-

to attempt to elininats the threo withdrawing onemy end was

-sueoessrul in halting the rearward movement of two of the throo

berore they reached the high ground south of FOSSIEUX,

Mesnwhile ﬁempany F was oompleting mopping up in Hll end

| reorganizing on the far odge:ot the town in proparation for a

{counterattaesk, R |

| ~ By 1646 hours, the reorgsnization was complete, and HAN
-'ﬁ&l,qéeﬁra in the hands of Company F. At this time the company

tee) Personal knewledge
(20) A-2, p. 84
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eoﬁmder stiq.z;.t_:. the evacuation of his 'w@.pd persennel

- whioh amounted to four or five walking wounded and one 1litter
, GGSﬁ and alse”as'oﬁaﬁy prisoners, 1noiuding the battalion
commander of the enemy unit which was located in and around
_HAI. In additien, some 30 enemy desd and wounded were found
in bhe barns and haunea in. HAN. (30) '

At apprextmately 1730 hours the ferward observer who was
in ln,observaxion.pgat located in s hay loft spotted an enemy
counterattacking foroa of approximate company size coming |
over- the high ground acuth of FQBBIEﬂx The Oaumanﬂnr'of Come
“pany F was immsdiatoly notirioﬂ. 8ince Gompany F hed no 11ght.
. maohine guns or heavy weapona company support, ths company
oemmnnder asked the forward ohsorvar to do evorythins pessiblo
 teo bregk-up ‘the geunpprattaqk. The hasty plan declded upon -
was for the forward cbserver to take the enemy.terqq-undgrufiré
a8 soon @s errectiwo-fifé_coulé be brought'fo bear. in the
moantime, Oompany ¥ would hold all fires until: the onemy was
_within 100 yerds of the town, Should bthe enemy esoape the er-
' tillbny fire, all of the eampany Weapons were. to opon rire at
slose rango. (31)
| While bhis ooordinatian was geing on batween the forward
 observer and the cemmandor of Company F, the forward observer's
platoon sergeant was on the other 8SCR 300 radie alertins the
';p;atoonswith a "fire missien". At the same time he notified
_ the 1lst Platoon to out the fuzes on the,leanm shells for the
required time setting for time fire on the base peint which
had been accurately eumputod and fired at the time of initial

registration.

(30) Poraénal.knowledso;'\162, pe 85
(31) Personal krnowledge
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'The at_;taek!. enemy foroes continued dgn the slopes
northeast of HAN using the ssme route the withdrawing enemy
hed previously used in thoi?-withdgdwa from the town, and
when they wero_approximatgli at théllecatien of the base

poih'c, the orders were glven to .thof’ lst and 24 Plat’oons. to

fire everything they had on the base point and to continue

firing until a "cease r:lre was siwm or a subsequent "ﬁ.ro
mission" was ordered, | _ |

~ The fire of both platoons :I.med:ls.toly fell on the base
poinb. 'rhose eneny who were not k.'t,llod or wounded Inmediately

withdzrew to the vicinity of Fessxnnx, Leaving bohind them a1l

their desd snd wounded, -

- Within 30 minutes, hoavy mortar and artillery fire startod
£alling in HAY and MHOUE, but no {moro enemy activity davoloped
during the balanse of the dey snd &ho'night, and Company ¥

eontimed to improve their defonseq in. m.

While Company F was conselidaﬁing and. . roorsanizins in the

towmn for the night, plans were bo:l.ns made to send patrols out

to the open area just north and eaat of the town to evecunate
the enemy dead o.nd woundad and to cpbtain 88 mueh 1ntelligenoe

| mater:lal a8 possible,

As soon es it was aufrioientls'r dark to atlll be able to
see o limited dlstance and at the $ame time, not be silhouwetted
in the open ground, ‘hhe pa’crels :f.’ram Company F a,uoonpaniod by
personnel of the 24 Battalion Hoadé;uar_to_ra Compsny proceeded

to the open area where the enemy personnel were scattiered on

the ground, Within 30 _'minut_o-s they had succeeded in evasuat-

| ing 35 anomy_---doad.'_'and wounded from this open ares.. | (32)
(32) Personal knewledge; Statement of Major Geneial Butler B.

- Miltonberger, then Commender of 134th Infantry Regiment,
1 Octobex 1944, _
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' As soon as thifpatrols had returned and |y evacuation
of the enemy dead and wounded was completed, Company F settled
down for the night in HAN to enjoy a well earned rest,

‘During the night, supporting Engineers mined the fords

north of HAN and lsid concertinas and anti-poraonﬁel minea.(33)
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
l. SUPPLY

The lack of timsly replacement: of the mlssing weapons
of Gam@any r sériausly 1im1ﬁod the effective firepower of the
company and #urthei réqﬁltqd in their relying on supporting
waépens'to bolster their reduced firepower,

Hed the attﬁck of Company F been detected prior to their
reaching the stone walls snd a fire fight ensued, the outcome
of ths'fight_might heve been in favor of the enemy since they -
iexe well supplled 1n,autcmat1e_weaponn even though they had
little ohence to uss them due to the shelling of their posi.
"tions coupled with the rapld progress made by Gempdny F once

the hasault was under way,

2, REPLAGEMENTS

. The lack of adequate replanémonts during the . peried
1mmodiat61y prededing this operation to bring'the company up
;to guthoriged strength resulted in the company's fighting oon-
siderably underitrength and the combat efficlency of the units
boing leworod, This uhortago of porsonnel also’ hamperod the
_ orroetive reofﬁiﬁgzation of ths unit eince depleted squada and

e

platoons had to bo reconstituted from the avallable peraonnol,
of whom were of 11m1ted experience,
A"§’ p. 4
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'8, FRONTAGES . | L @
: _ The attcok on HAN was a sueoesa for Company F, however,
the extended srea over which the oompany was to establish a

aofensive 1ine was far 1n exceus of thp capabilities of -the

eampany at thiu tims. Had the counterattack ‘which ceme down

b g e

towards HAN not been dqtectpd_and haltod prior to renohing
~ the town, it 1s belleved that the enemy would have been
successful in driving Company F back out of the town. This
_ overextennion of 11&95 could not be avolded, however, dwe %o

the 12,000 yards of frontege assigned te the réginont.

4, ARTILLERY SUPPORT

The of#gctlvq_artillery'fi:elsupport rurnishod'aompﬁﬁy F
for this atteck sbht the eﬁeﬁy_apeking cover and resulted im
Company F being almost on their objective before heing detected.
Company F followed 1n'oloue'beh1nd this firi, and by coordin-
aﬁion ahd:control i1t was possible to ah;fﬁ this fire when the

company was resdy to launch 1ts asssmlt, This greatly aided
Company F since it eliminated the necessity of the company
'ohgag@ng in o fire fight before 1t_reaohoa'its_asaault\pesi-

tions,.

6, OUTPOSTING DEFEWSIVE POSITIONS

‘The failure of the enemy to outpost the high ground or
the“appie orcherd in the vicinity west of HAN was in my opinion
the most importent fector that alded Compeny F in capturing

the town,

Had the enemy established a one or tig.man observation post

or‘lipﬁoning post either on the high ground eor in the orchard,
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~ the p.pproaph»of.mpany_l! could hé.ve'_ been_I'_ected in ample
time to bring effective fire on the company making the cap~

ture of the town & far greater and costlier task,

6, ARTILLERY REGISTRATION AREAS

The failure of the enemy %o select adequate routes for
his counterattack plans was a dq#id;pg factor in the complete
raiiuro'er latar_attempts.by the enemy to retake HAN,

The reglstration in the open area east of HAN should

have 1ndicated to -the enemy that weapena were being rogiatorod.

'Hewever when the enemy withﬂrew, thsy proceodod to withﬂram
‘through the previously registqred‘qroaa _Whon thoy 1qnnchsd
thgir counterittack to reteke HAN, they used the same route
_thoy haﬂ-ﬁséd 1n withdrawing ana ro6résaod the arﬁillery "base
point" whieh was 1mm&diat01y braught undor rire, and the

| eounberattuok diqintcgratod. _

P A oloaahgggaenal rolationsh{p Dbetween ﬁ?gﬁgounaador of

‘cémplny-F and the Cannen Gompany forward ebserver prior to,

- and dﬁring'thia_operatxon.pramptodfmntual dgnridonbe and co=-

operation which made ooordinated'ﬁeammork during the attack
'polsibia. Thls toqmnerk contributod muoh to the final success

~ of the Operation.

~ LESSONS. ”

,/ 1 Frompt r"uppl:r of shortaso- in oembct is n.ounry
]

to. eliainuto a lela er ourtailuent ef eeﬁbat ofrieioneyc |
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2. 'I‘he flo.>f replacements to combat.ite must he

ateady and adequate in order to maintain efficiency and to

insure the availability of qualified rated personnel neceeaary i

to replaoe combat 1oseee.,

3+ Defensive frontages assligned after a limited objective
ttack must be within the capabilities of the units defending

4, Close, effective _artlillery ﬂi::bs?pport greatly aide
the forward movement of assault: unite,#the break up of enemy

it e s

counterattaeks and minimizes friendly logses,

ot
e Defensive poeitione“ﬁ&et always establish gome form

of an outpoet or 1iatening post system no matter how emall,,

to give early warning of approaching ‘enemy forces.

6. Hegistration areas of artillery or mortars should
be avoided and when used by hecessity, theae areas should be

. traversed as rapidly as possible.,

Te¢ A oloae perSOnal relationship should ve developed
between commanders of supported units and representativea of

aupporting units in order to faoilitate good teamwork.
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