INTEEVIEY: NIMEER
UTnit: 3d Battalion, 134th Infoantry Regimant, 35th Infantry DEyision.
Aetion: Perdod 9 Hovember 1944 to 23 Janmuary 1945.

Souree: Interview with Capt James A. Huston, Batdalion 5-3,

Interviewex: (Capt Jacob Goldman.

Place wnd Date of Interview: Battalion CP at Vellern, Germany, om ®7 May
1945,

Mepsgeries 4040, Bheotsy 106, 121, 182, 137 and 152. Beries 4471, Sheetss

XiXV-138 and 14; XAXVII~1Z and 13; AXXVI-12, 13, 14 and 1B; 0O 1I-133 XAXIV-14,

Journals:
Aftor Action Report.

Cemments:  The battalion commender during the period hed returned to Lho
gtates and wap not aveilalle.

The persen indervliowod exprossed diffienlty In rememboring the evenlts
because of the lapse of time. Hofercmee was made to the after estion ropord
for purpoces of refreshing lis recollscticn and ms a puidae,



FHiE

d Battalien 1 Regiment

Interview with Captain James A. Husten , Battalien 5-3 at
the battalien CP, Vellern, Germany on 27 May 1945,
9 _NOVEMBER TO 17 DECEMBER

Prier to the jump off en 9 Nevember the 3d battalien had
been helding & defensive secter with Company K in Chambrey, Cempan
I in Beis de Chambrey and Cempany L in reserve 1nlﬁhttmnaturt.

The attaek jumped off at neen 9 Nevember with Cempany L meving
eout frem uhnmbray te the nertheast with the mizeien eof selzing
the Hill in the vieinity ef 0723, Iﬁitiallﬁﬂhmpanr I supperted
the mevement ef Cempany L by fire frem its pesitien in Beism

de Uhamhrem.ﬂut a8 Company L appreached its initial ebjeective,
Cempany I meved east frsm uhﬂmbruy and Beis de Chambrey firing
supperting fire. The atiaek met ne erganized resistance. The
only casuslties suffered were thase resulting frem the mevement
threugh anti-persennel mine fields., -The battalien eentinued on
teward the nertheast threugh the Boie de Charmevaf wmtil it
reached the ferward slepe ef the Hill 310, $0824). FHere the
three cempanies sceupied pesitisns everlesking the village ef
Coutures and tied in fer all areund security fer the night &
ey .

‘The fellewing merming, 10 Revember, the 3d battalien fellewed
the 2d battalien in eolum and advanced threugh the high greund of
Forest de Chateau Salins. The battalion suffered seme ecasualties

frem artillery fire in the weeds., In the late afterneen the

batlalien was assigned the mission of eccupying the high sreund :Z



te the left ef the 24 battalien in the vicinity ef 0930. There
was light oppesitien as the assanlt cempanies meved threugh the v
weodsa te secure the ebjective and when theyfinally reached the ot
Jective they were breught under seme mertar fire.

On 11 Nevember the twe battalions centinued the attack, "'ﬁ:e
2d battalien atiaek B through the village df Gerbeceurt. The
5d battalien centinued the advance aleng the high greund te the
left. In the early part ef the day eppesitien was light. In
the af'terneen btsm enemy pesitiens were enceuntered in the viecinit
of 1030. The battalien nttaeke?g::w‘it’}rg:nfﬁany I en the right K
enn the 1!?1:?,2 Ifd;‘:“’;aarva. The enemy defended with tanks, small
armeg, mertar and artillery fire, New ass ults were undertaken
in coerdinatien with the °d battalien on eur right. Cempany I
pushed ferward, driving the enemy befere them. One plateen
cemning upen an enemy E.I'mﬂfi.rehcile warked sene men areund te teas
in some grenades. A vielent explesien fellewed resulting in the
injury eof aover half the plateen. By 1530 the assault cempanies
had been able te drive the enemy frem the jesitiens te the immedi
frent and by 1600 were uble ts reerganize and make clese contact.

Plans were being n:de feor resupplying the companies en the
pesitiene then eccupied. <The supply preblem always difficult ene
in the weeded and relling terrain wae.zist;: made scute when unde
taken during dariness.

Dfrknasa w 3 approaching when shertly after 1600, the erder
came to attack S the next hill. Apprsximately 30 minutes
later Cempanies I & K jumped eff. After a very shert advamce

they again encountered stubbern enemy resistance. The advance of
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Company K was stepped by machine gun Tire frem a fsrm heouse te
ite front. This obstacle was lnecked sut with & ceupe of well
placed bazeoka shets threugh the windows. The comuamny cermander
of Company I was wounded, The ezecutive efficer teek eover and
continued the attack, ams As the cempany appreached the ebjective
darkness ever teek them. In spite of these difficulties Company
1 dreve en te oecupy the high greund which was its ebjective.
Gompany K leading up on thede left experienced difficulty im
contaet with Cempany I. Seme firing ef signal shets as directed
by radie was necessary befere the twe cempanies were able te tie
in.

Meanwhile Cempany L, in reserve, had advaneed seme 500 yards_ g
it was then declded te use it in carrying supplies te the ferward
positiens. A supply peint was established during the aflerneen
in the vieinity of the pesitien eecupied by the hattalion OP, and
ratiens, water, radio batieries, cemmunication wire, dry seocks,
brd rells and ammnitien were breught te this pesition by 1/4
tanaiaﬁﬁgsg up ever unimpsrved reads and muddy trails. TFrem this
pasitinn;hﬁé carrying fer 1500 yzrds ever reugh terrain was
necessary. The leading elements of Cempany L sent eut te lecate th
ferward csmpanies had additienal difftculties in coentaeting them.
Once again signal shots and radis directions were ne=cessary. A
maechine gun plateen of Cempany M was pressed inte service to assist
the ecarry‘ng parties. Casualties had been fairly heavy fer the
assault platovens and supply and evacuatisn was net cempsleted until
0400 the next merning.

" Ca s,
In the merning ef 12Fevember Cemmany L passed thraughdl & K
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te lead the a‘tack. Tne 2d bat'alion was on sur right. The
enemy had withdrawn and evidences of hesvy enemy casuaslties were
a4ll areund the advancing treeps., By mid mernins Cempany L had
reached the edge of the wosds at 114316 amd centinued the advance
acress the open terrain te the Hill ef Metz (125325). Cempanies
Kand I fellewed in c:lumn,?ﬁﬁ battalion reached the Hill by neen
— OFFes {100/
without finding evidence of recent enemy eperatiens, ef prepared
defenses and of 8P gun positiens. Halting mementarily te reergan
ize and ceerdinate with the 24 hattaliﬂnjwhiuh wag meving frem
Vamnecourt te Dalhaine, the battaien meved en to Cete de Bellange
and in the late afterneen eccupied the day's ebjective, nerthwest
of Bellange. Cempany L eccupied the hill at 14356 with a platee:
eutpost, established 300 yards te the nerth. Cempany K took up
pesitiens te the rear and on the knob te the weat. Cempany I
eccuplied positiens te the right rear.

Almest immediately after these pesitiens were reached, enemy
direct fire opened up beth on the pesitiens eccupied by the troeps
and en the tewn ef Bellange and oentinued threugheut the night.

On 13 Nevember the ttalien was given the mission ef seizing
Reugement, a large hill deminating the entire ares, and then
cﬁntinuéﬂ?the attack 12 the nertheast on the right of the highway.
The slituatien was made dilficult by a snewfall. The attack jumped
eff en time at 0800, after a highly effective 10 minute artillery
preparatien, The fire from the platesn ef Cempany L ececupying
the sutpsst te the left of the main ebjertive apparently led the
enemy t@ believe that tfe attauck was ceming frem that directien,
As the leading elements of Cem:uany L were appreaching the objectiv

they were talken under extremely intense and accurate mertar fire.
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Concealment was impossible fer the treeops meving acress the @pen
snew covered valley. The expertness of the enemy mertar barrages
were chewn by the .erfect patterns left in the snow in eur svenue
ef apprezch. Despite the meunting casualties, the advance
continued and Cempany L quickly eccupied the high greund.

The plan had called fer the immediate econtinuation »f the
attack. Hewever elements of the Lith Brmered éhvisjnn were meving
up en eur left aleng the highway and there was seme queatien as
te whether er net they planned to cress our front on a read runnin
prerpendicular te our line of advanee toward Achain. The battalien

was therefore ordered te held its pesitien until eserdinatien
with the armered units was cempleted. During the eperatien on

the bare snow covered hill knewpefficially as Rougamnnﬁ)hut
refferred to by the seldiers later as "bleedy hillf}the treepa wer:
brought under murdereus small armsjnrtillermenrtmr and tank fire.
The Gampany demmander of Cempany L called his plateen leaderSup
ferward to receive the erder for ¢9nt1nuingft;rxggﬂnext ebjective.
Before he ceuld finish an enemy shell burst ¥;;§¥% everydne a
casualty. #&# fefusing te be evaeuated, the company cemmander
Captain Francis Greenleafreturgned te his cem.any te carry on with
his executive offieer. Ms:nwhile Cempany K came wder small arms
fire from its right end was expriencing great difficulty in
meving up om the right of C-mpany L.

The vattalien cemmander went ferward te contset the commander
of the leading cempanies. He resehed Captain Greenleaf and was

Eréjwmirns sdaCL

A
going ferward te make mesewm frem the positions of Company L when

a hell frem an enemy tanlk hit in the midst of the party. The
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nattalion comminder, heavy wespons campany comnander, Sk
Sapgr vl

artillery liaison eofficer and liaisen sgt were casualties.
The radis sperater was killed. The bat!alion cemmander Lieutenan
Celonel Warren C Weed was taken baeclk te the aid station and

evacuated. Major Harlan B. Heffelfinger bat mlien executive

ofifieer came up the hill te take over the cemmand. The 137th
FTa= A AT SR .
Jeoeming up on iﬁs left ofSEee—tr—tgetam naw nude contuet with ua.
40
We were unable to advancqfhchain and received 1netrusctions

to cmntinuE:uﬁ”fﬁ; village of Ryde. Hewever thagf;g;ﬁ later modi
fied and in late afternoen the buttalion advanced te comuanding
ground nertheast of Achain (155365) without difficulty where it

took up positions Ter the night. Viessepeeetrme—Sliamounkrm

Once again diffiﬁﬁltiea of supply with hand earrying fer lon
diataneces preeented themselves. The cald weather and snew had
brought with it a meunting tell ef frestbight and trench foot.
Water.Tilled fex holes vrevided the enly shelter. Het chew
wag eut of theiuaatian ut ihaiﬁﬁ?ﬂ get het eeffcc wp for
brealcfas t.

The next werning, 1l Novembesr the objective assigneﬁ to us
was the cemma ding ground c2lled Lapotence which ecommanded the
spproaches to the key city of Morhange. An enemy tank was
spetted on the high greund te the rizht of the objective wund seen
began firing sn our pesitions and these of the 2d battalisn en ;;
right in Achain. Our artillery liaison officer braught the fire
of an 8 inch gun sn the tank. U0 reunds wers fired with cerrectl
being made as elight as 10 yards, Although no direct hits could
Dbsarvaﬁ;there were geveral very neur misses. The orders to move
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on te the ebjective eame in the afternoen. Tﬂ?mugh artillery

and mer tar preparatiangggg'firad and the smbke Crom artillery
‘and mertarSwas laid dewn to cever our advance. Gﬂmpany'L with
fixed bayonets meved acress the valley, and en approaching the
ceded area at the base of the objeciive opened up with marching
fire. The advance never slewed. At the same time cﬂmpﬂniEE K
& I meved up en the left, directly up the crest of the bare hill

and turned te the east. The ebjective was taken without eppesitie

and the cempaniee tied in defensively.the following merning.™

That night, plans were made fer the atiack on Merhunge The p
called for the 2d battalien te meve aut from Rede and ecoupy the
low ridge at 185362, Then, after an artillery prepsratien the
remaining twe battalisn were to advanee inte the eity, with the
main eaet wewt street the beundary between battaliens. Teep anew
Waa ﬁn the groeund.

At & 'eclock 15 Neovember the 34 battalien meved appreximately
LOO yards te the cest te sccupy the high ground everlffeeking the
eagtern pertien of Merhange. Hers Eém& casualties were suffered
frem 20mm fire., The 24 battallisn meved out frem Rede adamrﬂing
te plan and was in pesitien by anproximately 0845. The asrtillery
preparations were to begin]%ﬂﬂﬂ with 15 minutes ef smeke. ﬂ}{

Anfi - Prisownel
T,0.T. was to felleow at 0915 and the preparatien of K& Tire fores L
gontinue until 0930, At 0%00 werd came that the smeke would net
_ be fired, but that the TOT weuld be fired 0515. In geed position
to observe the rasulta}tha battalien waited te see the effect

ef its artillery. Premptly at 0915 the reoar ef the guns could be

heard and the shells were on their way. anmrtunately'haWEver,
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an errer in caleulatiens resulted in their hitting the very
pesitien eccupied by the 3d battalien. Almost immediately the
liaisen efficer was on his radie, and the battalion ecemmander

en the SCR 300 and the 8-3% en the telephene, all erying fer a
c¢essatien of the artillery. The fire was halted duiekly and the
battaliens prepared to advance without artillery. Compsny K en '
the right meved inte Hnrhange, with little ufpnaitinn, madurcantﬂ¢
with the 2d battalion and continued the advance en the left uf
the main street. Cempany L on its left sdvanced aleng the higﬁ
wound threugh the srchards and the buildings, after a few snipers
had been eliminated, There was ne further appositien during the
1500 yards threugh the main m of the eity. _ﬂt this time
slements of the Lth Armered Divisien were again coming up on sur
left on the main highway inmediately nerth eof Merhange.

As seen as the eastern edge of the city was reached (709371)
nere eniper fire was cneceuntered. Friendly eiviliams stated that
there were enemy oceupied pesitiens aleng the railrsad track te 'the
eagt, and that enemy treeps were sbserved leaving the dity at 0930,
the time when the artillery was to have been falling. The battalis

suddenly came under X withering mae¢hine gun fire , The Tirst
throughts were that a majer ceunteratiack was being laucnhed.
Intoons IN
Officers had diffieculty in keeping seme of the leadingi pesitien
45 apprehensisn was beginning te mm threugh theirinds. Shertly
thereaftsq;the fire was recengnized as being familiar Ameriesm 30
Caliber, Immeﬂiatelgﬂiirﬁughts 3 the cemmanders turned to the fr-
rindly tanks that had been coming up om eur left. Observation showe
their suspieiens to be ecerrect. Ne cemmmieatien was svailable te
have the fire called eff. Finally 1lst Lt, Shields of the battalien
i T
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command group dashed in to & house came cut with a white‘sheet
and ran scress the open ground toward the firing tanks. The
comnander of Cempany L centacted the tank cempany commander and
found that the armer was tc assemble areund Bellevue which was
aleo 6Empnn, nL's final ebjective. The effective fire >f the

e
tanks wés 4m%®d upen the enemy with good resulis. The enemy
eceupy ing the positions quickly surrepdereﬂ and Cempany L eccupiled
1ts nbjective. Company K on the right meved orut te oeccupy praitie
along the railroad &nd in the vieinity of 215378, Cempany I
remained in reserv 255571.

The battalicn new fer the first time sinee the jump off on
9 Nevember lhad shelter fer the troeps and time feor reerganizatien
@nd recuperatien. Cembat strength which had been reducéd as much
as $O te 60 per eent was now inereased with the arrival ef
re infercemente.

The regiment new reverted toc Divisien reserve. On 20 Novembe
the battalion meved with the Ragiment te Linstreft and on the 224
das sttached 4o Task Force LaGrew of the 6th Armored Division.

E rly on the 234 ,the battalien meved te Hellimer snd later in the
same day meved t;:forwarﬁ géggﬁiasitian St Jean-RehrbaeW. The
battalien encountered seme artillery Tire during the march to this
new ﬂ-s&g-;‘q_}ésitian.

On 2 November Company L attaeked through the woods te ihe
northeast of St Jean (3951:86) clesred the waaﬂsﬂ%gtablishad a
bridgehezd on the east side of aNAT ditch which ran across the
entire frcmt:.::?uth the main rosd at LOOLI3.

A ceordinated armer~ infantry attack was planned fer 25 lev-

embher with PutEamge as yts ebjective. The plan called for Cempan)

o EYiias



L tc be teamed with 2 company ef medium tsnks en the left,
Company K and a company ef tanks en the right and Cempany I and

& company of tanks in reserve, fellewing Cempany K. The right
(o1 ran' ¥

Awas te atlack to the nerth te cormin Diffembach. The tanks whieh

HABE

The

were to meve out in the lead initially, were to eress the AT
diteh en the bridge and then deplaey.

As goen as the attack jumped off, enemy heavy sartillery F?E*
opened up andrgzﬁ; fellewed by direct tank fire. The AT diteh
wae so situated, that in order te croms the bridge, the tankas wen
forced toc come under direct observatien ef enemy psstiens sabove
Putelenge. Altheugh suffering 1eaae§,the tanks eantinued their
advance and attempted te depley. Eudahawaver forced them te keep
Ve the roads, Once in the mud they were easy prey Ter the enemy
direct fire gune. Ad the same time mertar fire frem Diffewbsch w:
eavering the road and weeds in the vieinity of 394,9. Purther frot
advance tewards Putelange being impessible, the attaek was turneﬁ
te the right with the iﬁg:;i;ve of taking Remering. The infamtry
of Cempany I en the right snd Cem-any K en the left beth abreast
the change in direction, meved en threugh the armer and into the
town eof Remering, with slight %%%égigin and seeured the town. Her
they made eontaet with elements ef the 1st battalien ecening inte
Eemering from the seuth west. Cempany L toek up pﬁéitinns in the
weeds and the Armered units pulled bzck te St Jeans fer repaif
and resupply.

During the next two ﬂastEE & 27 Hbvamhaq the pesitiens eof
battalien were impreved and recannaiaﬁanneiﬁgae ﬁgg the swollen

Maderbach River.
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On 28 Nevember the battalion was relieved by the Llst
Apmored Infantry Regiment. On cempletien »f the relief the
battalion reassemblad in St%. dJean BEshrbach and on 29 Nevember
meved ?F meter e Lelling ss part of the Divisien in corps
reserve. Here the battallen took up training with emphasis on
attack of Tertified positiens.

On 2 December the battaliom returned te vicinity eof S8t.

Jean Rehrbach and relieved elements of the 6th Armered Diviesien
in its zone. The battalien was in regimental reserve Cer the atﬁamh
on Putelange and meved swccessively te Diffehbach and Pmtelange.

On 5 December the 3@ battalien fellewed the regimental advance
threugh ErnsstvilleqalWuuatvillar and Heth. From Reth the battalier
meved omt in colum in the late afterncen te eccupy Neufgrange.

During the night of 5-6 December, patrels were sent forward
to the Sarre River, On finding Remelfing fres of enamwfﬂampany K
was sent in te eoccupy the town.

During 6 and 7 Neovember recennaissances centinued for erossing
sites of the Sarre river. At the same time artillery observers
were getting very effective results frem ehservation pesta in i:lm x
Company’area at Remelfing, Enemy persennsl, hardly more than 150
yards from eur positiems and on the other side of the riﬁer*cuulﬂ
be ebserved threugheut the day meving aleng tenches, bailing eut
water and attempting te rest. The battery cemmander of C Battery ,
161 FABycame ferward personally te ﬂirec;tfire. His sueecess in brin
ing fire upen the cnemy pesitiens as well as gaim=zixk agiinﬁt enemy
greups in mevement was apparent througheut.

Initially the plan had been for the regiment te make the
eressing of the river in the ¢ity of Sarreguemines with the 2d and

3d battaliens
“ TF =
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abrﬁ%t. Unfaverable agprcaﬂhasﬂh;ﬁever?maﬂe this plan 4ifficult,
Reconnaissances revealed g partizlly destroyed railread bridge
across the river at 52°¥558, Company I wmeved up and ccoupied

the woods on the high ground at ~20550 overlooking the river en ti
6th of Decemler. On the night f 7 December the =ve of the atlac]
Lt Neuheff of Company I leNd a patrel to the bridge site and
personnaly cerssed the bridge. bn the basis of his infermatien
it was decided to cress the regiment in colum of bme in the ordes
of 1, 2, 3, en this bridge. The croseing of the river was to be
completed prier to dawn. The battalion essembled in the area

of Company I oreparztory te B2 Tollewing the ?d baltelion aerean
the river with Company I in the lead. The 3d battalion was to mov
in colugm dewn the railread truck)make cmiact with 2d battalion
and move acrasss., One jlateon of Gnmpany'thnﬂ the AT pletoen were
to be left in the vicinity of Reme!fing ty give supperting fire.
After cerssing the river, the 3d batialion was to swing to the
righ?kziiilup the enemy flank and crature Sarpeinsningjwhera it
was emterdsd to set up s Bailey bridge.

The entire coluMn succeeded ‘n getiing acrass the river withe
eppositien. A company eof tanks and = slatoon of TD's were in dipe
Ssupport of the batialion from ths high greund in the viein?ty of
530542, Previeusly, the tank comsander had been given a/ébg radie
for cemmunication with the infantiry elements and/%yﬂtem of check
points ;iijﬁ5§keﬂ aut vhereby the battalion commander er SmTRNY
company commander ceould immedintely call fer fire -n keyp peings.

Lt. George W ¥Xryder Camﬂaﬁng Company I encountering little

i o L 3
nppnaitioq AQuicklylled the advance to the apprenched of Sar:finsing.
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In the darkneasflaa&ing elements had been able te eoresesed
surprise e the enemy and rea-he® the sbjective. Arter daylight
C o predr ¥

lef't flank was expesed te the commanding ground te the nerth.
Neow, hnwever, the machine guns of the tanke eopened up en this
areaflidé dewn a curtain ef fire which secured this open flank.
Under this pretectien Cempany I moved in te Sarreinsming and
after a brisk fire fight ceptured 60 FW's and seeured the town.
Company K fellewing clesely between[:i%t platoen ef Gampanlﬁr K and
Company L was pinned dewn by small arms fire coming frem the
buildings at 528558, Guards returning with Pii's frem the
defensive pesitions near the tewn in several instances picked
up 3 er 4 times the erignal nmuharrfrnmw‘::le trenches along the way

The preximity ef the lst battalien made it impessible te

m effective artillery fire on the enemy helding up Cempany
L and the last pli.teen ef Company K, m had been mméﬁ’ by
&; enemy mﬂh;’:‘lﬁ finally beceme awnre of the attaek with the
appreach of daylight. While Cempany I consnlidated itg
positiens, Cempany L remained pinned dewn with very little
eppertunity fer maneuver during the greater part ef ihe day;ih
the late afternesn, they were able te clear eut the buildings
helding up their pregress. These buidlings had been cleared sut
repeatedly befare enly te be reeccupied and defended fluer by
floor. By evening Cempany L an&:-}femainﬂer of Compuny E were able
te jein the leading elements im setting up en all areund defense
in Barreinsming. During the night the enginesers censtructed a
large suppert raft and the companies were resupplied by this

[18EIE

On 9 December Cempanies K and L meved up te oseccupy Hill 271
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(551552) in order te deny enemy ebservatien on the bridge site.
Patrols found the Grand Bois to be occupied. The bailey bridge
meanwhile was cemuleted.

On 10 December, the batialion centinued its attack. Companiee
end K in ecelumn meved %o the edge of Grand Beis while Company I
meunted tenks at Sarreinsming and feollewed the highway nerth to
the rifle range at 546561, where, one tank was disabled by a
non-metallic mine. The enemg¢y In the woeds were cleared out and
contact was established with the lst battalion on the left. The
attack centinued te the northeast through the woods acress the
main highway te the high ground vicinity of $5576. Here Cempany
L and Oempany K tock up defensive positiens fer the night. Company
I remained in reserve aleng the main highway. Enemy artillery
fire centinued througheut the day endur pesitisns.

On 11 December in the face eof heavy artillery and small arms
fire, Company I ,pushing through Cempanies L & K meved inte Blies
Ebersing on the Blies River with little eppositien. The other
companies folle=d.

At approximately 2100 the Regimental 8-2 informed usz af
clvilian reports that the Blies River was ferdable for foot traeps
at a point near 566589 because of a sand bar. The water was
deseribed at being sbout shee top in depth. We were to dispatch
& patrel immediately to determine the exact lescation and recennoite
its suitability as a crossing site. Lt. Parris ef Cempany I, led
the pairel through the almost impenetrable dariness to the site.

At 2300 the battalion 5-3 was cdled to the regimental CP fer an
erder, The lat batizalion was to ercss the river at Fr&ugnberg in
engineer assault boats and sttack Habkirchen, Germany from the

nerth while the 3d battalien crossed the river at | !
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theme@s—este and attacked Habkirchen from the seutheast. Ne
additional assault beats were’%ﬁftahle andlgﬁ battalien was te
eross by wading. Results of the Cempany L patrel had nat yet

been received. 'When the question wss mised en an alernate plan ir
case the patrel feund the river unfardablelit was spreed te Mirnis
8 engineer rubber recennaissance boats. Engineer tape to marl

the approaches and rope te secure the bsats fer use in shuttling
werz requested. Ehartly after midnight Cempany L reperted that
the patral had feund the river unferdable. One man ste ped in and
found the weter completely ever his head. This infermation was
related te reginental headquzrters. The srder to make the
eryesing and attack remained in ferce. We were te eroas the
battalion en 8 UNeseweay rubbcr beats, T Canpany A of the 60th
Engineerswas te furnish twe men to assist in watehing the heats
und were te deliver the beats as s:on as pessaible te the 3d hattale
CP in Barreinsming. A plan was made for the A & P Plateen to
inflate the boats, secure the reopes and furnish men to aaslat the
shutttling, Company L was te lead the cerssing, set up security e
the epposite shore and furnish three men at each site on the
oppesite shore te pull beats acreszs. These erews then would shﬁég:
Company K and Cempany I acress in the darkness and se the assault
en Habkirchen weuld he made. The regiment had been premised that
11 battaliens eof artillery would be available te ferm = ring eof
fire te pretect our bridgehead. ERequest was made teo hove smoke on
hand te screen the high ~round epposite the crossing in case it
became impessible to complete the erassing prier te daylicht. This

too, was said te be available.

S
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Aﬁ appraeximately 03f0 12 December the engineers arrived with the
beats and ether eguipment. Recenaissances indieated thatfgiidgea
were eut at 570565 and 559589x making it impesaible te get

vehieles cleser than 600 yards frem the Biver frem either

directien, It was decided that the best reute for taking the bos
dewn in the darkness weuld be by way eof Neunkireh and Felpercvill
It was nearly 0330 when the B-2Pset out te lead the A & P platoen
with the boats dewn te the cressing site. The battalien eomnsnde
laft shartly :?EE“ to contact the commander of the 1st bubttalien
at Felpersviller in erder te ceerdinate the attmelk.

The first obstacle was encountered =t 540560 when the truck
cArrying the beats was unable te get nﬁ;;nﬁ Eha tank destroeyer
which had been dieabled by a mine at that peint and ramaineﬂ ther
blecking the read. Turning areund the party retuned to
SBarreinsming to make their way with ouf benefit ef nrier
reeconnaigsance on &m alternate route, They meved out of
Sarreinsming in & nertheast directien teward Grand Boig snd then
dewn te the main Neunkirech highway, and finally nerthwest te the
railread track where they took the read inte Felpersviller. [They

were still without benefit of recennaissance er guides. The nigh-

was ge dark/igﬂans impessible te see the raad‘1ﬂéy made their way

'thraugh the tewn of F,lpersvillerp, feund the raaﬂ te the sast anﬂ

reaﬂhe& the lecatien planned fer detrucking at 556583, By the
Ltime the beats were unleaded it was appreximately 0430 and the
Airficult task of inflating them and securing the ropes remained,
Already the companies were forming at the eressing site nearly

& thoughnd yards away. While the 8-2 supervisead the wrk in

malking the heats raady}the S-3 went dewn te centaet the cempanies
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and feund them in fermatien ready te gafggaiting the beate. He
guided back parties whe were te carry the boats dewn te the river.
After the 8 beata were inflated the ropes which were te be used
for towing were found te be tangled Swsbleer ﬂnﬁ}:i:reaentﬂﬂ further
difficulties.

Mreanwhile as the heur apprscched 0730 the company cenmanders
ware beceming impntienthware that it was going te become
difficult to cemplete the crossing of the entire battalion with
guch meagre aguipment befere daylight eaught them. The appreach
te the river was an open meadowg. <here was ne cover or
concealment ether than the buildings at Blies Ebersing LO0OO yards
away., On the oppesite bank the enemy had the advantage ef nigh
hills from which observation and fire weuld cemmand the entire
area, The artillery was netified te be prepared te usex smoke.

It was 6 0O'clock befere the carrying parties were able to return
‘ever the leng and diffiecult route with the 1lst beats. Already
traces af dewn could be seen in the east. It was recemmended that
the attack be peatponed, but word was received that the lst
battalimq;using aBdgult boats,already had troeps iﬂrﬂé?:hggg;
Habkirchen and that eur attack musi go on. The firat boat was

M1t inte the water and zlmest imiediately contral was lesst in the
swift current. It was m impessihle te paddle the light
eraft directly acress the siream,

With the coning ef daylight the c mpany cemmander of company
K meved his troeps back te the edge of Blies Ebersing in order
to give them csver until Company L had cleared. A call wvas put in
for the artillery te lay down smoke sn the high greound at
F706%2. One reound burat in the area desired but net more than two

= AT
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rounds fellewed and the infermztion came back that neo mﬁra

smeke was avilable. Daylight and a bright, clear morning found
CGempany L still in the open, completely expesed. TImmediately, ener
machine guns and mertars epened up. The remaining beats which had
been put inte the water had mlse gone out ef contrel. No ene
had been able te cress. There was nething left fer the company

conmander ef Cempsny L te de but te Jiﬂperﬂe his ren and get them
baek inte the cever of Blies Ebersing, Insufficient time fer
recennalssance and preparatien, insufficient equipment and insuf-
fiecient suppert had made the effert futile. It might;h-weverjhave
served as a diversien te permit elements ef the lst battalien te
make their ecressing in the mssanlt bheats and cemmand a footheld

in the tewn &f Habkirehen. The treeps remained in Blies
Ebersing during that night, and the evening received instructiens
te assemble in reserve in Felpersviller., The celumm meved seuth-
east out of Blies Ebersing te the railread track. Guides from the
battalien intelligence seetien met them =t the crossing eof the
railread and Felpersviller read and guided the companies te their
respective areas in Felpersviller.

At 0200 .13 December, we were instructed that the l1lst battalien

wag receiving a strong counterattack in Habkirchen,and that the
33 battalien was to meve =23 soen as possible to Frauamberg
prepared te cross the Blies River by foot bridge and attack to the
north east »f Habkirehen. The battalion coumander and the 5-3 wen’
forward te Fraynberg to contact the CO of the 1=t bat'alion. A
forward assembly area was selected and members of the intelligence
gection of the Battalion guided our troope inte this area. It was
learned that @Qompanies B & ¢ had been able to get across and

that ruch of Company B had been lest in the enemy counterattaeks b
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althmugh the situstion remsined critiscal.

The plan called fer the ¥»i battislion te cress the rivery
en the foot hridg ? gﬁthe north af Hnbkﬁrchen;mnve te the east
aerecs Mandelbach Creek and seize the high ground at 5760. It\wa
found however that the fsot bridge had been damaged and had te
be repaired hefere it could be used by foet triopas. Time didnet
permit this. Engineer assault beats were brought and plans
made to rrosc the batialien by beat. Company L weuld lead the
crossing and come in on the left to assWist Companies B &|Company
I would follow and make the swing te the high ground, fellowed
by Company K. By the time the troops and boats were in pesitien
the heour was growing late_ «gadm oot Company L moved to the
erossing site and was able to make the cressing without leass.

The BEngineers had same difficulty in returning the biats but
Company I, fellewing,was able to get ita leading glerents acrass.

Soon W wild secreams, the flash and hoom of bazoskas and the
green tracers of machine gun gave,Sigamnl that the enemy was makin
apether attaek -gainst -ne of the few buildings renaining te thelh
battalinn. Comcany I had twe platosns acrzs and crass [fire [frov
machine guns began to play on the erassing site. Dawm was
appreaching and further eressing «as new impossible. The
elements of Cempany I lending just as the Germans were making the
counter attack were imediately drawn inte batlile and were unable
ty swing 79» the high ground. Cempany L =nd elemerds of Company

T then occupied buildings adjacent to these of Cormpany B and

set up a4 defense,

B

; T i
Casuslties were mounting. C mpany comanders of Com any I

had been hit by machine guns fire. Tvacuati-n f wounded was
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was impessible. However lat- in the afternson an inform-%l
truce was arranged under directien af:;; rander of Com any C durs;
which both sides sent medical men wut %o ¢allect their wounded.
During the night of 13 December th= encineers were able
0 repair the 5ot bridge and Company K crossed to reinforce
the troops defending Habkirchen. The twa resaining platoons of
Oonipany I in Frauenberg were petained as a reserve and to furnish
security to.the flunks. The two platoons of Cem any I in
Habkichen were attached to Com;any L under Lt. Brigandi. All
efforts to advance bey- nd the bu'ldings north of Mandelbach Creek
mho the prineipal seotisne of Habkirchen were unsucceesful. Direc
ﬁirﬁ1urtil1ﬂry gnd machine gunifgﬂntinued against the buildings o
eceupied by our ftroops. During the day -f 1l Deeenber friendly
tanks and TD's en hill 27% were able to Tire with effect on
rositionz in the town ocecupied by the enemy. Eifgqiht ;f 1
December the Engineers continued their wirk an the Bailey bridge
while Cempany X was Lrought back ecross the river to make a
munﬂuver'fai the high greund at 5760 fr-m the ather direction.
During darknes= Company Kli attached te the 24 Battalian;nﬁmﬂ to th
gouth east;ii crosd the river in t-a vieinity of Blieshrueh, and
move§ up the high zround to the northwest. It was able to gain c
vlete surprise sng iﬁ sne instance, asthey marehed up in column
through enemy territory, an enemy platoon net recognizing them
fell in on the rear of the columm to mareh up with it. On
discovery =f the error, 2 short skirmish ensuwec resulting in a
bateh of Pi's for Company K. ﬂhe bridge at Habkirchen was
finkBed during the night. The tank corimander and cumwﬁndera

@f the leading companies wnet forward t- make » reconuaissances,
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and plans were effected, %o continue the assault with the use of
tanks the T»llowing moerning.

Vhen the lerding tunks relled across afi davn of 15 December
the erisis had passed. The bridge ucress the liandelbach Creek
was found to be intact. Company L meved -ut across the stream
and frund that the enemy had withdpawn from the town. The remaini
platoons of Company 1 wejoined the leading elementn and the two
ccmpunies moved forward to the southeast edge of Halbkirchem and
sweited orders. Contact was made with Company K and the batbialion
CP followed up.

However, with little time fer reerganization, the order cnne
to eantinued the attack to the njrtheuat.fﬂgnmpanieﬁ moved up
the high graundiggvanceﬁ thr ;ugh the v eda at 57&50g aﬁzfﬁsre
talan under small srme fire in the woeds. Campanies I and K
attacking abreact were able to reach the far edge of the woeds,
where they tied in forX the night.

On 16 December, the battalion attacking with the 2d battalion
on ite right}was to meove through the woode =t 580610 swing to the
eazst into the Bannh:lz weeds and then eeordinating with 2d battali
was to move north threugh the Rheinheinmzwald. The 137th Infantry
was attacking the high ground on our left. The batlalion moved
sut in a ¢ulumn of ¢omnanies in the arder of cem?aniEE I1,E, and
L sand met no cppositien, althuugh{%ank fire was directed against
the r-ad southeast of Behe]sheim.'58—63. As the troops were
passing through the wheds at 580610 they were aken under
withering muchine gun fire and difeet tank fire with vilent trece
burets and were pinned down. %e s-cen vJeulized Lhat nnre again

anp .
the vielent machine gun fire wae the familiar sound of Anerican 3C
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caliber. Frantic calls went back to the battalisn CP to get the
fire stepced. The liaison efficer was hit by machine fire.
Casualties of all the companies were meunting especially rrom
the tree bursts. Communieation with the regitiental CP was
temporarily out. The 8-2 in his vehicle raced to the left to
¢annacﬁr§3?th Infantry. It was s on dlscovered that the tank
company in direct suppert of the 137th Infantry was firing out
of itse zone inte our area. The liaision efficer succeeded in
getting the fire stopped end the battalion continued its
advance.

Am. The attack continued thslutdEptoiiie= Eﬁ_ﬂnbkirchen% Eﬁm
artillery fire and friendly tank fire had taken their toll.
Cempany K meved out with less than 60 men and 3 efficeps. Compar
I had 30 men and 2 officers, Cempany L had 11 men and two officer
The objective remained the szme. There was no decrease in Zone.

Ae the battalion meved inte the Bannhalz weeds, it made conta
with the 24 battalion and gwung to the north. Although meeting n
small srms resistance, it ranlintn what was prebably the heaviest
ceneentrations of artillery nﬁzéh it had ever encountered during
the wer. Accurate concentrations of battalion and batbery streng
were Tiring centinucuely into th- woods. The discharge ef the en
baileries eculd be h=ard very plainly. Casualties continued to
mount. The ectiﬁ‘i commander cof Cempany I was kill@ﬂ{ﬂtﬂe battalie
was becsming depleted.

On 17 Decemher,the 3d battalien was relieved by the 1st
battalion 137th Infantry. Intense artillery fire continued in
the vieinity of the bridge at Habkirchem. The battalion returned

ﬁ#ﬂu&?f

to an wsey area in the vicintiy o £ Folpersviller.
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PERIOD JAFRUARY 18 =23

Nete: (Per the interview of this peried the Heuffalize map was net
aveilable. )

The 3d battalion relieved the lst battalion and elenents of
the 4Lth AIB then in the weods appreximately » kilemeters scuth
ef Bourcys 'they held defensive positiens, actively patrellin
te the front. | |

On 21 Jhnunrrkthﬂ battalion meved out through the woeds te th
northeast. No enemy wae encountered, but the advance was slewed b
waigt deep snews making it necessary to frequently relieve the
leading men in each platoon. By 1300 the battalion had reuched
its objective at the fur edge of the woods. The 7d battalion
was on ita left., A plateen of medium tanks and a plateen of
light tanke which had been attached tc the 3d battalion £-r the
attack tovk w pesitions along the north edge of the woeds where th
could get shead of the advanecing troeps if necessary.

Adequate supply routes were net available te the troops, as
their position at the far edge of the wooeds was sway from any

roads. Thus light tanks were pressed into service to carry

supplies and cross the twe miles of snew to the companies.
Snow plews were deviced to clear the way fer jeeps, but even se,
the jeeps were only able te ge ovart of the way. The only means
of transportatisn cvailzble te the battitalion ether than the tanks
WEES iPE weasel. This vreved indispendible in carrying up supplies
andfﬁ#gcu:tien.

On 224 Janusry the battalion - oved on tanks ef the 16th Tank

AR
%i#ﬂiin Hagchiviile. On the 734 the 3¢ battulion

A¥TAcwgst To .
as T,ek Force Wl:ac-ﬂj & the 6th A mored I}i‘:ia;i:unjﬂr]vanceﬂ approximab
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6 kilemeters to the northeast ts occupy Basbellain. Enemy
artillery and martar fire covered the hill coSisssgr=—liinm-—mm—"
ever which the battalion moved end during the night fired inte
fhe town. On the “5th the battali-n was relleved by elementa of
the 17th Airborne Division anhreasse-bled in Hachiville.

PERIOD 29 DECEMBER TO 4 JANUARY

On 28 December this battalien relieved the lst battalion
ef the 318th Infantry in the vieinity of 555505, and received
instruetions to work in close cooperation with CCA ef the L4th
Armored Divisien. At this time the Lth Armored Division was
attempting to secure the Arlen-D_stegne highway. General Earnest
of OCA told the battalion commander that Lutrebeis (56-53) was
the key te the local situation and that we weuld have te take
it. The bﬁttalianﬁﬁizua ts a ttack north through the woeds and
ewing to the nerth east to take the town of Lutrebsis. Elements
T the armored infantry held positiens in the vicihity of 55353h.

On 29 December the battalion moved out in & eolum of
companies with' Comioany L leading, fellawed respectively by
Cemianies I & K. They crossed auiiﬁgi the w oded Hill te the
east of Lesange Chatesu without oppesitien and by aftermaen Conpar
L had reache&@pasitian gyverlooking Lutrebois on the high ground
at 561528. GCempaay I and K were in position te the southeast.

The twén of Lutrebois lay in s valley between the high greunt
eccupied by Comrany L and the woeded Hill te the east, Hill 540
eccupied by the =nemy. The enemyfstrength in Intrebeis itslef weas
knewn, but reconnaissance égééngh that in crder tereach the town
it would be ncessary for the troops te meve [rom the weeds and

GPGHEAEHEW covéared slope under sheervatin of the commanding growur
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to fhe east. U.2 chemical mortars were placed in direct suppert
ef the battalion fer this attaek s» that effective smeke screen
could cover the advance.

Under cover ef this screen Company L begzn the advance inte
the town while Cempanies I and Compsny Kighanginb direction to thé
right moved zbreast toaross the valley te the =outh of Lutrebois
and cececupied the woods at 570530. Companies I and K made their
croesing witheut opp-sition and took up their positions. Meanwhile
Company L launched its attack and meeting small arme fire in
Lutrebois made contact with the enemy. It becare necessary to
build-up the smeke screen to jﬁllnw successive platoens te
follew the leading men inte the t-wn. An enemy vehicle was
wrecked by rifle fire as it ceme driving through the streets and
several PW's were eaptured,ia saon as the town was cleared, one
platoon was sent to secure the high ground in the vieinity of Hill
A0 to the northeast. This plsteen moved an qurprahmtlaicrjased 1
apen ground inte the woeds anlsuccassfuly gained a festhold on
this co manding greund, “&Sem Suﬁﬁenly svall arms Tire started te
stream in from all sides. The enemy pﬂrwitﬁaﬂié;m plat - m te
clese in on its Stringly held pesitions and was new attemnting 4
Sdmetwnr its capture. With the help of artillery fire on the
higghts and cwn small e?ms Tire the plateon was able te
extrieate itslef and cet up a defense around the edge of the town
el

On the follewing ﬁayﬁBD December at OEDD}an entire enemy o
regiment counterattacked. ﬁﬁz call ecame from Company K that they
were receiving & counterattack from thepright front. Soon Company

I reported troeps woving aeroes their front. A few minutes later
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~CUME Umscegd® from Company L that Tutrebeis was being attacked.
Cne enery element by-passed our treeps toc the northwest anc ther
to the southeast em® B thrvd started through the town itsslr,
Befere dawn vur troops in Lutrobois reported that they were cut
off. Remaining en he high ground overlooking the tewn at 561529
was the headquerters group of Company L and ane platoen ef heavy
machine guns in direct suppﬁft.f?iight machine guna at {he north-
eant efge of the town were ﬂﬂi&ing out streams of fire. Soun
Company L reported that their headquarters and the mechine gunwm
pesitlons were under enemy attaclk. Regimental headauirters

wos notified of the situationsnd werd was recelived that Company

E from the 2d battelion would meve nerth threugh the woeds at
A652 to eounterattack invelief of Company L. Hewever in the

dark woeds pacognifign was diffieult and” the cempany was unable
to make an effective attack. The battali-n AT gi'ne in the vieini-
of the heavy mathine gun plateon had originally been man handled
inte pesition and it wus now impessible ta get them out. As a
result they hzd to be ab&ndaned.'ﬁg;avy machine. guns ccntinuedf}i:
until the enemy actuelly reached inte the the positions of the
Company L headquarters group, and inflicted heavy casualties on
the eneny asThef appreached the spen greund. It soon becaie
impossible te held sny lenzer, a=d fThe cormander of Cempany L
formed we the element which “emained and with a machine gun
platesn withdrew te the west emd fellewin che highway seuth to

a2 peeitien eppocsite the battelien CFP, Sgt u;rﬂ defensive perimeter
in the Chateau at Lesange’55517.

Meanwhile Company K reported enemy tanks woae approaching en

the read from the right. The tanks moved along the road through

-~



the woods and halted. The German staff car accompanying them

pulled up and stepped. Its occupants dismounted. The riflemen of
Company E opensd fire hitling most of the rembers of the party.
The order was given to cease Tiring, newever, since the enemy
had not yet discovered their positions. The enemy tanks within 50
yards of Company K swung their guns around in the direction of the
Company and after firing a few bursta fro thelr michine gung,
turned back te their original pesition and continued the advance.

By now Captain Campbell of Cempany X was directing artillery fire
on three enemy tanks. The enemy tapks advanced along the road
beyond Lutrebois, turned to the southwest and began te deplay.
Captain Campbell counted 29 tayks as they went by his pesition at
572528. Bome of them were later disabled by this artillery. Ip
addition to the effective fire of the artillery including the
155mm &ﬁﬁd a platoon of tank destroyers of the 654th TD battfalion,
in direct support of the battalion and armored elements of L th
Armored Division in pesition in the vieinity of 553538 opened fire
with deadly effect. As one columm »f enemy tanka anpreached the
woods abandoned by the headquorters of Company L,its flank was
exposed to the Lth Armored Division tanks and seven tanks were
disabled. Artillery fire, mortar fire and recket firing thunder
bolts which had entered the fight, aflsr a &l two or three hours
previously, accounted for a total of soms 25 enemy tanks.,

Enemy infantry elesents, however, e-ntinued their advance to

the southwest, through thgwoods, in effori to reach the Bastogne-
Aplon highway. With the approach :f the eneny Infantry our CP

defense was tightened. The A& P platoon, the returning elements

-



of Cempany L snd machine gun plateen, thﬂ# retumming members
of the AT pleteen and stragglers wers fermed inte an all areound
perimeter defense around the CPF. Our battalien CP was sharing tk
Chateau with headquariers ef the AIB of CCA of the Lth A;mﬂra&
Divisien. The loc~al security was strengthened by the presence
@f seme half-tracks im the vieinity. Ehmﬂjaggq?pgims began te
crack areund the CP. Some men standing at the windews were
wounded, Enamy artillery centinued te fall in the vieinity.
81lmm mertars in pesition at 555513 were new being brought under
enemy small irma fire. {11;tillﬂry fire was direckd en the woods
Just vacated by our ewn elements. The mortars shertensd their rs
to 300 yards. 50 and 30 calber maechine guns bepan agmrisg-—ap Lo
cever the wngds. Men from the A & P plateen worked areund te
kneck eut the eneny machine gun which had bern meutralizing eur
AR ENcayy Capfay was [Glll by ¢ bACK YArd By afed
A e o o e Y
snemy had reached within LOO yards ef the vital B_ stogne-Arlen hi
way. A capiured map refealed their plan te call fer cne battalis
to turn nerth and atlack to the right of the highway toward
Bastogne and two battaliens to continue te the weat and cut fhe
Bastegne-Arlen Highway in the vicinity of 548520 and then swing
to the nerth ts attack abreast against Basctegns. Hewever alter t
sucecessful ﬂefansa at the CP the eneny was =ble te make ne furthe
advance. That night Cempany I and Cempany E,new almest cempletel
isolated were withdrawn te pesitions in the vieinity ef 564525,
Company L was depleted te a strength of a preximately ?U men.

On 31 December a cesrdin-ted attack was planned with the

2d battalion. Hewever, when their Company I’ monde the initial

~ 0
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attack in the morning z2nd ran inte withering machine gun fire

and P& order was given to hold and consolidate present pesitiens.

An enemy piclet still remsined between the left flank of
Company I and the Armered Infantry teo the nerth west. In the
af terneoon of 31 December all available artillery and mertar fire
was brought te bear on the enemy positicne and an effart made
to reftablish contact between Company I and the Armored Infantry.
The attempt was unsuccesaful.

The Jd battalion was again ordered to attack and fecnptﬁre
Lutrebois. Corvoany I and Cowpany K meved sut to the nerth
abeut neon and made contact with the enemy pocket and after a
brisk fire fight and the capture of aseome P.'s were asble te gain
& footheld in the first buildings of t' e tewn.

On 1 January Cempany K everran an AT gun =t the edge 1 the t
and the companies were :ble te cantinuefﬁeir attack through the
tewn as fir ca the creek. Meanwhile the Apmored InTantry of CCA
made effarts to regain contact to the north and worked together
withYEask force from the 74 battalion te clean sut the remaining
enemy pocket. The woonds #ggtéleﬁreﬂ and our AT platoon was soon
able to recgver its ﬁ;pnns whieh were found sti11 intact. There
was evidence in the woisds of how very effective our machine guilg A
artillery fire had besn in the initial attack AQL the woods
against the enesuy.

The 24 battali-n then moved acrass the valledy te the south to
the west edge of the whods oreviously occunied by Cowpany I and K,
and agéiiiﬁ in e¢learing the town. A few men from Comvrany I who
had hidden when the town was taken by tie Germans were'relﬂaﬂedi

but the najor .ertion of the commany had been captured.
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Again sn attaek teo the northeast te get inte the wooded
hill failed. Cempany K had gained =z footheld only to lese it
when the enemy, dressed in American overcoats, counteratiacked.

The 33 battalieon new held its pesitien, while the 1st battalien

of the 320th Infanlry attached to the regiment attempted te seize
this greund by an attack through the edge of the woods frem the
nerth, but was unsuccessful. The 1lst battalion also had treops
te the north, but there was no ohysleal centact between the four
battalions now involved.

Finally, the regimental cemmander decided to attack with thrae
battalions [rom the nerthwest, leaving the 2d battalion with the
missien of holding ite present positien and that of the 3d battalie
With 18t hattalion, 320th Infantry en its right, the 34 battalioen,
134 th Infantrylattacked at 0700 27 January to the southeast from

the woods at 566545, The attack was preceded by a perfect smoke
sereen in front ef the woods, laid dewn to cover the advance
across the open ground and:lﬁ minute prevaration of direct fire
by supporting tank destroyers. The tank destroyers moved out with
the infantry at 0700. The hsavy fire pewsr and the psychological
effect of the appreaching armer enabled the rifle compsnies te
gquickly advance %into the woods. Phe enemy was anickly reouted.
The battalion moved to its objective zlong the trail at 574535.
The 2d Battalioen, 320th InZantry,attached to the 6th Armered Divisi
attacked on our left.

The attack n the following day .3 Januarylcalled fer ansther
bhange in direction in which this battalion advanced between the
two batialions of the 320th Infantiry and attacksd bt the.noertheast.

The attack sdvanced against light epposition until it reached the
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vicinity of 600545. Here, on a breed open plateau the troops came
under heavy artillery and smal’ arms fire. Light tanks attached

to the 23 battalion of the 320th Infentry on our left cooperated
with us very effectively in asaﬂiing the advanne of this

hattalion, By rapidly shifting their osestions and firing their
machine gune and 37mm gune against the eneny positions, The tanks
engbled our troops to advance to more fﬁvmrahlc.uﬂﬂitions bafore
being pinned dewn. Darkness fell and oreparations were made To
continue the attack to the northeast the next day. Maovement

in the woods waa extremely difficult. Trails were covered with
gnow. Routes were difficult to plet on the map. Arrangements were
made with supporting artillery fer th= use of signal flares hy the
attacking companies. By direct contact between the forward obeserver
and the lisisen plane the coordinates of the flarea could be
repoerted, A wire crew laying a 110 wire followed the reserve
company. This step was as necess-ry fer the mdling of a trail as
for the commmication which it geve. The companies meved out 1th
Company K on the right, Cempany I on the left and Company L in
reserve and advanced through the woods without opposition. The
first bottalion of the 320th Infantry was relpgved from its attachme
to the regiment. The 23 battalien of the 320th Infantry turned to
th2 northeast and held up in position while the 3d battalion
eontinued its sdvance and in the late afterncon osceupisd the divisio
objective at 520555. A supply reute was opened up from the Bistogne
highway and the battalion held this peosition until pinched 1t by
the contact of the 6th Armered Division coning from the nerth and

the 90th Infantry Division advancing from the southeast.
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