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INTESVIES HUREBLEER
Tnit: 24 Battalion, 134%th Infartry Hepiment, 35Lh Infantry Diviailon,
fotion: 9 Wovember fo 18 December 1044,

Source: Interview with Lieutenant Golonel Froederiek Charles Roecker,
Battalion Commander at the tims of the action.

Tnterviewey: OCapt Jocob Gaoldman.

Placo and Dats of Intorvicw: 34 Pattalion OF at Velletn, Germany, on 27 Lay
Maps: Series 4471, Shectss XLLV-13 and 14j XHKVII-12 and 13; IXEVI~12, 13
14 end 143 KOTIT-133 KAKIV=14,

Jonrdalas
Hona.

Lerments:  qhg person interviewsd expressed diffienlty in remembering cventd,
The after asction roports were used ms a guide and to refresh his recollection.



2d Battalion 134%th Regiment

Interview with Lieutenant Colenel Frederiek Charles Reecker,
commagnding @fficer of 24 Battalien, 134th Regiment, CP Vellern,

‘Germeny on 27 May 1945.

Ak 1300, 9 Wovember,the 2d Battalion, 134th Infantiry, jumped
eff as part of the general offensive, with the Initial ebjective,
the ridge at 0827, 1000 yards away. It was a frental assaunlt by
Company ¥ en the right, Cempany @ en the left and Company E in
resarve.q A gection eof heavy machine guns were attached te both
Gaﬁpanieﬂ_F & @, The attack was eppesed by mined and heeby trapne
fialé:??énill armslanﬂ gutematic fire and iptillﬂry fire. Acecord-
ing te G-2 reports, an@ estimated 3 cempanies of infantry held the
line in frent of the batialien. The atlack was successful and the
ebjective seized by 1800, The battalion rearggnizeﬂ, conaelidated
its pesitiens and went intafﬁefensiVE pesitien fer the night.

On the fellewing day, 10 Nevember at 1300, the battalien
attoeked in eolumn of companiss, generally neortheast in i%s zone,
aleng the eastern edge of Foret De Chateau Salines. It was a
regimental attack with the 23 Battalien lsaﬂing.ffszgw3a by the 3d
pattalion. “he 1st Battalien was in reserve. Zhe battalion reaeh
the vicinity'mf 085278 where it met determined resistance by
enemy troop’ which wers appﬁmtly retreating from the attack eof th
320th Infantry whiech wag:éag eaat in the Feremt De Chateau Salins.
-Uﬁr regiment was ceming np hehind then. The enemy was sighted
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digging in on a ridge approximately 700 yards & ocpen tprratn e

our leading company,
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An attack was launchedfzﬁprmximﬂtely 1330 by Ghmpany G after
a 15 minute artillery preparatian and it :?:;:g;};iﬂ.- advance by the
combined fires of all the machine guns available in the battalien.
Using assault fire, Cempany Yeverran the mhjectivé?geuured it witl
the less of one man. Approximately 4O Germans were captured ,
another 15 weunded and the remainder withdrsw Cempany E then move
up en the 1ef£-¢f Company ¢ and Company J;;;%t inte reserve., The
3d Battalion coming up en eur rear,maveamup ot 1ine with us on oul
left. These pesitiena were censolidated, and becausa.af the direef
fire frem the enemy tanks te the froni, the battalien remained in
. that defensive pesition for the night, A
On 11 Nevember the Battalien attaecked in its zone aleng the
edge of the forest ef Gfbemaruy with two companies abreaét,'ﬂhm;at
& on the right, Gampaﬁy E on the left and F in.reservajtqéiearing
the town of Gerbegeurt witheut regiztance the battalisn dgntinuad.
te advance unitil approximately 1500, when it-waa.stappeﬁ by
gtrongly entrenched enemy pnéﬁimna in the vielnity ef 1053054
Pfhen At 1630 the Eaﬁh'-;:;é"%he 3d Battalion en its left launch
a ceoardinated frontal attack on this pesitien. The aﬂvﬂﬂge was
made with Cempany @ en the right, Cempany E in the centery Gampan:
K on the left. The objective was seized with little difficulty
and the battalions went into defensive positiensfer the night.
This night will illustrate the unsatisfactery peliey of attac
ing when there iz enly an heur te =n hour and a half ef daylight
left, where the zttaclk éuulﬂ eaaifl;;r have heen held up unéil the
fallewing marniﬁg. The resulting consequences were that neither

battalion managed te et into a solid defensive position and
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were net resupplied until apprmximatély 0200 the fellewing

merning, puntiing them in censtant danger eof net belng prepared

te meet a cownterattack sheuld it have ceme in the early heurs ef
the ﬁight. It alse preved the difficuliy ef suppir:l_ng in darkness.
Daring that night the supplies including ammunitien, water, and
faaa,were hand-carried appraximatelﬁﬁi 1000 yar&s,;thua depriving =
part of the fighting uwnit ef the rest whieh is nal‘lnnﬂ']_‘ly necessary
in erder te centinue the attack the_falltﬁin& daye

On 12 November at appreximately 0900 the battalien attacked
aleng the edge of the Feret de Chateau Balins nertheast teward
Bellsnge (1534) The first intermediate objective was the vieinity
af 113318, snd this peint was reached witheut eppesitien by
appreximately 1130, The eéenemy was :ightiﬂg a delaying aé%iln,
helding a pre-arrenged pesitien during daylight and pulling eut
during the night fe a new previesusly préparea p&éitian. _

Cempany G was then dispatched with the missien ef seizing the
tewn ef Vannecourt (13-32). Ne resistance was enceuntered im this
tewn, although there was evidence that the enemy had left very
recently. an example several German ambulances which dreve inte
the tewn expecting te find thelr aid statien there, surrendered.

A eembat plateoen waa'immeaiafely dispatohed frem Vannecourt te
Dalhain (1433) te determine whether it was occupied by the enemy.
The town was feund unececuy ted, and the 24 Battalien meved In reute
colurm frem Vgnnecourt te Dalhmin.

A cembat plateen was then dispatched te the tewn of Bellange '
determine the degree of enemy resistanes there., The remainder ef
the battalion meved eut in column of Companies, with Cempany B
leading, fellewed by Companies F and G, respactivelylaﬂvﬂncing
behind the e :



Combat plataan-at an irmerval of appreximately 600 yards. A small
eneny rear guard opened fire from Bellange at the forward elements
approached the tewn but it was immedlately pushed baeck; _&a the ba

talien moved inte Bellange the final objective and set up a defensi
position feor the night, dpproximately 600 yards ahead of all othe:
units in the regiment. Buring this operation Captain George %I‘E!en}
Cemmanding Company G, was wounded.

The holding of Bellange was diffieult, not enly because of the
counterattack peliecy of the CGermans _but becuase it was lecated in s
valley and the high greund en the far side was still under enemy

contrel and sbservation. Therefore, from ﬁﬁe time the battalion

entered the town te the time it left the town the following day, i
wag under severe mortar and arﬁillery fire, and & great many casula
were custained.

The follewing ﬁarning, 13 December, the battalion attacked
with the initial mission ofseizing the tewn of Achain (1639
The vattalion moved omt with:tﬁa companies abreastJﬂﬁbGempany F on
the right Company & en the left and Company E in reserve, Witherin
amall arms{igvertaﬂk the bai‘..talit:an as it crcessed ever the open groun
Cempany F received heavy casualties, smd lost every eofficer in the
Oompany and was very seriously diserpanized. GHMpany:E wag cemmitt
on the left of G at that time. By 2200 ene third of the tewn was
in eur hsnds, and 150FW's were captured. House to house fighting
eontinued througheut the night and by D9DE}IH 14 ﬁeuesnber, the town
of ACHATN was cleared of all enemy. Determined enemy resistance in

the battle for Achain ecest the battalion 106men. TR

At 1000, 14 November, the battalien atiacked with the initilal,

of seizing the town eof Rede. The town was entered witheut eppesiti
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Numerous casﬂﬂltiest;;;'sustaineﬂ by the battalion, .Hawgvaqughh9ﬂ1
mertar and ariillery Tire including time burste, both befere and

after it entered the town. The battalien remained in Rede, that da)
and was ordered te at%aak'the follewing marning}15 Novembér with the

missien of seizing the town ef Mmrhange(?ﬂ—ﬁ@l Company & of the

o is

1st Battelion was attached to the 2d Battalien efwris operatien.
niF
At 0900 15 Hevember, the battalien jumped ,frem the vieinity eof

Fonad
185363 after an intense artillery preparatien fired en Merhange moy

acrogss approximately 700 yards open terrain. Encountering ne
eppesition, it moved threugh the tewn eof Merhange toward the sasten
edge tﬁer&uf where it ran inte light mpﬁasitian conaisting mainly
of autematic fire, The resisting enemy was forced b? the battalien
beyond the railread track east of Merhenge, which was the Biviuian
abaective, and the battalien ﬂﬁﬁ$ inte adefengsive pesitien.

During thés peried 8 to 15 November 85 men were evaeuated as
non-battle casualties, lhe large number éﬁzzh due to the eﬁntinual
exposure to adverse weather conditions which cauced nunereus
cases of trench foot and respiratory ailments. During this
operatien the battalien was net equipped with ovef ghoes altheugh i
rained and was muddy continually. The men withetoed some ef the
hardest expesure in fighting that cﬁuld be experienced.

From 15 Nevember e 21 HavemberFiﬁelusiveJthe battalion fammin
in the town of Merhange with the regiment s Divisien reserve and
on the 22§ November was attmched ac part of theregiment, te the 6th
Bpmored Divisien and moved to a new assembly area in the vieintiy o
Linstrers (2741 '

On 24 November, the 24 Battalion meved te a new asgembly ares
Uivrision reserve te the viedity of Hillsﬂrich(uo-hGJ

I A '
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On 26 November the 24 Battalien was committed to the seutheas:
of Hill%liehjwith the masion mf'ﬁeizing the towne of Gaatv%ller,
%1449, Hir‘!:rach,tl;ﬁ—uéi and Hinsj_ngku}]-lgll.), Conipany E was to seize
Hirhaeh and @astviller, ‘ﬂamwmr G was te seize “insing. -Thp tewn:
were taken wiﬁhauf §£§E;;¥;n and the positiens were conselidated.
Eridges were constructed and plans were made for the eressing of
the Maderbach River, but the move was called eoff because of the
fact that the regiment was te be relie?eéiélagents of the Bth
Amored Division. ZRelief was effected on 28 November, and the 2d
Bagttalion moving &8s part ef the 134 th Infantryrclaseﬁ into an
aagembly area in the vi&nity of Lixing(&ﬁﬁ%)where the battalion

started te train for fuffture operations.

During the peried 1 te 3 December, the 2d Battalien meved %o o
assembly area at 5t Jean Rehrbach (’JBL;‘I)W_Iwra it recenneitered for
crossing sites on the fleed swollen Maderbach River. Af 0500 L
Dewemhn:;ﬂ Battelilen attacked Aess the Maderbach River wlth 2
eampanies:fEr%NFt to selze the high ground east el Pattelange (L15¢
The cr@ssine:g:in eomplete darkness in order te effect complete sur]
The batialien eneountered light oppesition and used the pelley of

Seadad THe .wad{-r' J#J '?'JF,-“.?_( uqﬂl-,.,-
e hmaemeees up te their

7§
meving very fast, tc the objective. 7%

!J?, Jeises

necks was—wagmd and everything W in erder to seize th
] Lol s J _f'{t FEC i e rene of
abjectwe. IThe resarve company -elesping—up the assault comnanies.
rogey The Battalien ebjective was seized by 0600, numerous PW's 1
captured asleep in their fox heles. Only ene man was lost in this

eperation. This attack illustrates the adventage of well made

e pgnitIra

oy ff-
plans in EﬁPﬁﬂiﬁé"thE enemy and 1eqsening the e&&&}ﬁ%?as rate of
the attacking force.

The 2d Battalien continued the attaek at approximately 1300
= B



S

R
i, ___:___hl.lﬂ'u'-

: =
that sa'msihn.y, seizmmg the tewn of Guehenhmse@?-ﬁfﬂ and cleared
the woods to the northeast théreof against scattered small apms
fire. |

On 5 December, the Battalien jumped off with the missien of
ofof-53)
sweeping the Furstwald womés& 1+ meveds, h;t,r route mareh with no

enemy oppesitien teo the Beis de walferainaL995§) The battalien was
' 557 etk oo
then ordered toseize Sarreguam;ées. JI't atwsled at 1500 with Cempar
r_":i-l-l-n‘

G on the right, Company P on the loftdk-campany in Reserve. Yompa

@ entering the town from the right, met moderate registance consisti
eqfr._-:. wh E"f
of szattereﬂ arms f£ire and firmly entreehsd itself in the ontekirts

of town. An 88mm gun,intact and its crew were eatpured, Company
¥, entering the town en the left of Company G ,enceuntered heavy

20 mm ek ack fire and was badly disergasnized. 'Hew*ver,.it WRE
F#Il'l ot
able te foot-held in the mutsktrtg of town. Company E wae then
oot el 2

noved inte the town so that hmoneht Eha 2 Battalion_ £irly entrenct

]
THr s aaL

ed in FEEEEEPEEL o Sarreguemines.
PR Dd‘

: The rellewing mﬂrnlng 0800 6 Deuamber the»ba%talienﬂgwwﬁﬂ aff
¢leared the town eof S&rreguemines to the Sarre River with 1itfle
eppoeition and set up a defensive pesition. Recmnnaisﬁances weégw;
made for pmsﬁible crosging sites.

At 0530, & Decembe;*éﬁ Battallan erogsed the Saare River behin

ah ald r"aljrwq-l brrf?e
lat Pattalien on, and meved in on the left of the Regimental seeto

- pushing forwsrd on the Tar side of the Sarre River to appreximatel;
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂuwhere it went into a defensive position on the left of the
regimental sector.
In the afternoon, following an enormous enemy mortar and
ele v e
ertillery barrage, ketween eneny tznks pulled up directly in front

of 24 Battalion. It appeared to be an enemy cunterat ack but was

_'EP._
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stopped by,=2m FA battalion: Beaass on the German artillery, and tank
The tanks;hGWEver, remained in the vieinily and fired divect fire
at the 24 Battalion pesitions throughout 89%9%R December. The 24
-Eattalinn was In a precariousEf positien during this pefiaﬂ, a3 tLhe

eneny occupied that pert of Barreguemines, eaat of the Barre River,
Cl”uu‘ [ﬂ»l’f’"?—f?
Severe Prtfllery ard @mall arms f4me mortar fire was, received from

i
the sast, nerth and west upon the battalions pesitiens eazesion s A

and numerous cﬁmuiltwea wers suffersd. The CO of Company B,
fackEbhurn

Captain Byron Eiﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂfn was Killed and Captain Vaughn, cemmand ing
V‘EJH.:E-F

Cempany F\sevaraly weunded, <The strength of each company was to

' approximately 30 men. Company ¥ had 22 men and 2 officers left. The
Gt o "“"h‘:‘;

great number of sasgdahies suffered WHFE ﬂue tm the huttallan being

caught in the woeds undernsath tﬂ;r;;emy bakrages of artillery «ad
mordar Cire.

The attack was continued by the regiment on the afternooen
of 9 Decemh-r angtéa Battalion went into regirentzl reserve, and
Mmoved Lo un assembly area in the viehity of 545565 where they
rﬁmainad for the night: Cn thﬂevening af iEP;}U%h_BECmeEP the
batticlion mowed still 2% regimnental reser?q:i;ta the town of
Blieo~Epersing(57-58) On 13 December the 24 Battalion grossed the
Blies River againet very little cnemy opposition and seized Hill 38
{g;ggg%jand on the morning of 1 December found themselves entrench
on Gtop of the hill with enemy befween them and the friendly troops.
The énemy, hastily discovering their situat oon moved out of their
pusitisons, while haav;::;%illery Tell on the 24 Batlalion positions
It 1s estimated that 600 rounds fell iﬁ 30 minutes upon the hill
where the 24 Battalion was entrenched. The pattalion suffered Ll
casualties and xﬁ% reduced to a Lighting force of approximately 80
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men and ,efficers. The battalion centinued te probe teward the

frent, until 18 December, when it waa relieved by the let Battalier
and moved inte en Aasembly ares in the vieinity of Habkirchen as
regimental reserve.

Clething worn and equipment used by the 24 Battallen during
this operation was net the type that should be used in winter
fighting. The clethes were Insuflficient, and the overshees
were net in anyway liked by the men, since they impeded movement.
Evacuation during this peried was very satisfactery. Hewever,
during the time of the cressing of the Sarre River and the peried
the battalien was under heavy barrage on the far side eof the Sarre
River, every company =id man in the battalien was lest, resuliing

in & severe drain en the battalien aid satien.



