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Lddtn Infantry Regiment
lst Battalion

Intervisw vwith Lisutenant Colonel Don Bl Oreig, ot toe Hegimentsal
0P ot Wadorsloh, Germany, on 25 Hay 1%45.

On the 22tk of December the lat Battalion, 1li4th Infantry, following

the 2d Infantgy, ndvanced generally nortn on %:e rigint of the Arlon-

Bastomne road from its asgenbly ares at Sainlesz (54-45) to an aseembly

aree 1,000 meters due west of Lutrsbois (58=53). The mission of tunw lst
Fattalion wes to make eontacht wita alsments of the 101lst Alrhorne Yivision
at Marvie (57-55) 3,000 meters south wast of Bastomne (57-56). Wille we

were in this agsembly urea we wers sielled by enemy direct fire weaponlss
T am yuite sure we wers not observed movins into thot area, but the fuct
that our 3d Batialion was engaged hy our enemy cround Lutrebols brought

np that fire,
“e hattalion from the vieinity of prid ccordinates 551=53D

4

Ta move =
to Warvie moant woing over considerable open ground covered with 12 teo
sdes of tiie woods

=

18 inecies aof snow, The enemy were lknown to cceoupy the

at 565-537 and were nble to cpondrol the open ground to ihelr west, north=

weet and north for a distanes of 1,000 meters, Alter an extensive recon-

naigsance with the commuiding officer of my Comp mny A, it was decided that

in order to xet a2erose this orfen pround prior to dark o would have fo

stay at lemst 1,000 yards away from the wooded erea at 565-537 and follow

the stream line, taking mdvantage of the little defilade svailable. A

column of companies formation was gelectad, dur to Lthe very open terrain

and the laek of cover. It was also decided thnt Company B, ths second

gompany, vould mwt loave the agszenbly area until iho leading company was

ot least 1200 meters from the edpe of the woods that is approximately at

goordinates 551=5315.

The commanding officer of Company A launched Lis smtiack mid-afterncon,
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using the defilade routs selected and had very littis difficulfy until the

company reacted a small detail of enemy occuping the farm houses and build-

inzs in tha south end of Morvie. Comiany A apent ons hour clearing thils

area and mekinc gentaet vith slements of tie 10lst Alrborne Divislion.

Company B, the second company following the same route as Gorp any A, received
direet small arms fire from 540-565 constantly until they closed inte the

The enemy

woads et 554-563. Casualtises in the rifle companies were 1ligit.

had good observation fomr HWill 530 at 53B8-58%,

suhjected to sn intense artillery barrage wiich lasted nlmost three oues.

A 1600 thils beltelion was

Zlements of the 10lst Airhorne left Marvie that night and rsjolned the

balanece of Lheir division in Bastopgne. This was the initial gontast with

the German forces southeast of Bastosne. Tne 4th Armored Division was

on our immediate laft,
on 1 January the lst Battaliom reverted to regimsntal roservs and wes

ordered to remain i the vicinity of Marvlie. The 2d and 3d Battalions were

engaged with tha Germans in the vieinity of Lutrobols. The Germans wers

usine the trails going southwest and west Cfrom 552-587 to resupply and

reinforce their troovs opposing our 2d =nd 34 Pattalions. Tho regimental

commsnder thought if we ecould securs this network of trmils, we would

materially assist the action of tho 2d and 3d Battalions. The attrck was

mads on the sfternocon of 1 January to sccomplish this mission and at 1800

wa had control of that ares.

During the nizht of 1 and 2 Jamuary the Germans launched & counter-
attact Prom the vieinity of Wardin (563=599) with the mission of cutting

off my battalion from its communication with the source of supply at

Marvie. Throughout the niznt the situstion becams mors involved., We

were not able to keep our wird commibications in. We could not rasupply

or ovacuaté. At 0400 I broutht this situstion o the attenilon of ths
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recimentel commandsr and recommended +hat unless we could be reinforced it
was sdviseahls to ficht our battalion back out of thero and asgemble in
the vwieinity of Marvie.

At 1204 on the following day, the order wae issued to mave hie bat-

talion back into Morvie and prepare to make an attuek on the Germen flank

v R e S

at 540-566. Using tie wooded sroe at 554-563 as an ngsambly srom, this
attack was to be launched ;t a time chosen by me, After a discusslion with
the comoany commanders, it was decided that 0700 & Jenuary was the best
time to lsunch this attack. My 5-3, the company uaﬁmandﬂrs and I want on
regonnaissance to solect the route to the assembly area and the terrain
over which to make the attack and set dovm phase lines to heﬁ? conbrol
the action, Decsuse of the intenmee cold, approximately 11 below zero,
every effort was made to get dry clnihes for every man, serve a hot meal
that evening and a hot breakfast at 0200 the next morning., The supply
officer was directed to bring up dry socks for every man and ell the over-—
shoes that he eould procurs,

At 0500 4 Jarnmery the companies moved to the line of departure and at
0700 they launshed the attmeck, In the first hour they captured three
German officerg, one a battalion commandsr, and about 100 men oi the 1=t
Battulion, 331st Regiment. Company € was on Lhe right snd Company 5 on
the left. It was gnowing and still dark. The snow on the ground was 12
to 20 inees in depth. Visibility was about 20 yarde. Due to the lack
of visibility and the gsnow hanging on the bushes and irses and terrain,
Company 0 aversiot i1ts objeective about 800 yards, end by daylight weras
cut off from the ract of the battalion by the fermans, At about 1000 Com-
pany A was committed to sccomplish the mission that Compeny & had besen
pggizned, Company B was on its objective which was Hill 540 at 53B=57 Za

Meanwhils during the morning the Germans committed Lheir regimental
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neadguierbers end onmi-tenk comoany ws Lohundry.  Tie balaonee of tas day was
dovoted Lo frrinz to keep Jomceries L ot Booun of trovhls, The leli flank |

af Comnany B was gongiantly under firs by o6 Germans. T owas oalnost Impos-

gible %o evacuzts wounded due Lo seipar amdl automabic Pire. Sinee «ll of
tha Torees of the battelion nsd been comedtiad during the dey's astion ho
rifle troowg of tils battalion vere ayailahle o profest the Telt [lank of ;
Jomrany Se At L2000 I directed thie Dattslion leadquerbers Gorpony Gomiander H
to ugse iie A & P nlatoon as = huge and orgenize g foves of 30 mon under an (
officer and attach it te Jom any B at 2000. This was unecessery because (om= |
pony O altiouzh not lost, was of no real valus to tas buitialion. During '
tae day Company A& nad lost about 30 msn, and Company 5 20 men, bringing sach \
of the eomanics down to a strength of loss than 100 men and no wore toan K
_%_
f:EfE officora, = s
The decision to we the A & P nlatoon may have becn 1he one taing that
e decided +to do tiat saved Cnmpany B that nizht., The Gaermohs, using a
ptrong nisht raid, attacked the left flank of Company B and ovarraﬁ nart of
the 4 & P platoon bhut vere dreiven ofl due Lo very aggressive sactimn. TFor
the next several days our rimary job was cleaning up tids wooded orsa.
Only nne sompany of infantry =snd s nlatoon of funks weme enoloyed. On
8 Januafy the ares assipgned to the lst Batitslion, 134tn Infantry degiment,

wos comnlataly clearad.

12 - ¥3 Jenuary

During $'dig period the lst Battalion, 134tk Infantry, worked af a tesk
foree with hoth GCA and CCE of the 6th Armored Division., The Jermsn forces
in the vieinity of Pastogns had started their vitodeewal, cnd thioushout this
period fha 6th Armered Divieion was din pursuit af the witadraving cnemys
The hattrlion disnlaced several miles eanch day, ordinarily ny foolb using

villeges Aand smoll dovns as Assambly sreas, Thale was indiszpensable due Lo
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the adterse weather conditions. The only eontaet with toe onemy during
this nerisd was the delaying grouns widch they left behind pnd whien wa

drove off eosily.

8 Movomber to the Middle of December

Un 8 anaﬁhar the 35th Infantry Diviasion launched en attack against
the Chateau 3elins waods; Tae 134+h Infentry was in division reserve. Un
10 Vovember +he 134+h Infantry was given a zone an the rishit of the 320th
Infantry. The lst Battalion wes in regimental reserve initially. Om 12
November the lst Dattalion, with tanks and TDs attached, was directed to
clesr the enemy from the torm of Vaxy {115-295) and fo be prepared to move
to Vennecourt on orders, Little enemy resistance wna encounterad in Vexy
and immediate reconnrsissence was made for routes to Vannecourt. Ths batt=lion
slosed into Vannecourt at about 1600 and remained tere for Lhe nigﬂt. A
apt meal end dry socks were provided for mll of the men. The next day ab
0800 (13 Hovember) tids tagk force, econsisting of the 1st Battalion, tanka
and TDs, moved toward the town of Jahoudange. Company A, gopmanded by
Captain Join W. Williems, surprisaed the enemy at Jahoudange and fook the
town, suffering only a few casualties. Our company captured & company of
snemy and coversd e remainder uf_t'nr.a battalion as they closed into the
tovm. At 1300 Gompeny A with a company of fanks ol the 654th Tank Battalion
maved on to ‘he bovm of Pevange. Thers again the ensmy wap caught unpre-
pared. Eight casuaslties from enemy marta& and artillery firs were puffered
and =oproximately 50 PWs were iesken. Before dark Companies B and O closed
into Pevange and =11 supﬂrtipg waaoons wers placed in sosition fo cortinue
ihe attsck on Hills 280 sod 272, Thssze tvo ﬁﬂrrainlfcatuyga protacted the
approaches 1o Morhanse.

On 14 Wowember the lst Battelion launchéﬂ the attack ageinst Hills

260 and 272 and after sulfsring hesvy casualtizs secursd hotn objectives

A e
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and dug in for the widht.
On 15 Nowvember the lst Battalion by-passed llorhanze and lounched un
attack against Racrsnge, passing over open berrain, but meeting very litile

oopposition, The entire battalion elosed into Reeranze by 1800, slayed
there four or five deys, reorganized, received some reinforcements, recon-
ditioned its equipment and prepared for th. advancse on the encmya

Turing the next esight dsys the lst Battalion, 134th Infaﬂéry, made
tares river crossings. The lirst wag the night attack zeross the river at
ﬁhttal&ngﬂ (416-506) ot 0400, 4 December. An old blovn-out flood control
gats with improvised material 4o make a bridge out of it =ag employed, Comn-
peny A crossed and mgssulted the town of Puttelenge from the south. Company
G, on tha sthor side of the mein Puttelange road, amssaulted the towm from
due west, Wa suffersd only four casumlties, ome officer and fwo enligted -
man wounded and one enlisted man killed. The enemy war comclotely surprised.
Most of the German garrison were sleening, and the Germen eflicers waoa
found by our riflemen to be still in bed. As the riflemen daseribed it to
e, “the darman officers ltried to make a run from their slsepihng quartasrs
without shoss on and were siot cpvn by our riflemen”, That sams day et
1600 our battalicn advanesd to tlic town of Ermastviller {434-3%0), eapturing
19 or 20 Gormang.

The toilowing day, 5 December, at OBO0 the Battalion moved from
Ernestviller to Wouestviller (46-54), leading elemsnts of Company A, the
lending company, arriving at this location about 1000, Company B, who was
directed to proceed without delay to the town of Ruath, passed through Come=
pany A. No opposition was encountered. Theo entire battalion closed into

Roth by 1700. Security was posted for the niszht on the high ground nerth,

east and pouth of this village.
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On & Dacember +he lst Battalion moved from Hotl: te lhe Sarrsgusmines
road snd eclased un to the Sprre Biver in the marsnalling yerds at 51-06 and
reconnoitersd the area preoparatory %o eroseing the Sarre :dver on ordsr,

Detailed plans for 4z erossing wera prepurad on 7 Degember, and in
the evening commany commaaders were assembled, the nlane discusscd and
fipnal orders issued, It was decided to start the erossing of T2 Surra
Biver at OLDO withIUnmfahy 4 lecdlng, followed by Company Ba  Company O
was 10 nover te sroseins from the roilread vork shops end mill near tuae
crossing eite (519~559), Tt was decidasd o cross on a blovm or pertially
damaged railread bridee rather than te embpley assault.hnﬂts. During the
nient the snvineers made miror repairs to this bridge, wmekisg it avallable
for foot slemewts and all supply carrisd by hond. An inamne asylum on the
apunogite side of the 3arre River was our Tiret cbjective, shd we plannad tao
reorganize under the protection of these tuildings. It was known at ihe
time that this zroup of buildings was defended by & mixed group of enemy
consisting of navy, marines, Wehrmachd fost troops, &nﬁ goemingly wus &
group of deserters gathered together under some of ficer to defend % is aroa.
There ware tunnels runrdag under sround from the various buildivgs.

Tho whtock jumped off on time, and we surprised the enemy in tids area.
They kept rurmming h;ack and forth from ene building to another, using those
tunnels and meking it wvery difficult to completely ckar thnis area of all
enemy. As soon as the Gormen headquarters furthsr to the east hed dis-
covored thelt we h=d overrun thelir paéitinnﬂ in khieg leeality, they laid in
intense srtillery fire, including some 240mm  howitzer fire. One round came
through the tailding in which the battalion CP was and explodad in tihe room
naxt te ihe ooerations reom. There were no easualiias, however. The area

was finally soecured and defensive positions sat 1Al
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(m 8 December we remzined in this arsa snd aveited comnletion of fthe
vehiculur bridss, being bulld at Sarreinsming. !lowsver, due to constent
enemy orbillery lize, the completicon of this bridee wis delayed, and we
wem crdered to eomitinue the attack to the town of Folpersviller (55=58).
The advance was made with Comuanies B and § abresst, using marching fire
across the open ground into the wooded area at 53-56. The left company
puided An the railreoad tracks to the junetion of the hiclwoy at the rofl-
road tracks at 55=57. At thisz loeation bhoth lezdingz companies came under

£o THE Fwd ATTAGKING CArdPaNIES,

direet 8P fire, cousing some cagulatiesz Scouts were sent out from tae
attacking eompunies over the open sround to investizate tre enomy position
and strengta but were immediately [irod on and forced to return. Dus to the
lack of =mufficient daylicht hours to propsrly leunch an whteck, I decidaed
tao ~old the positions gained and to ;ttack Folpersviller at Q700 tie follow-
ihg morning., Meanw ils, a reconnaisssnce mtrol was seat into Molpersviller
at 2100, and it reported bock et 2400 with tie informatiecn taat mast ol
these Zerman forces vwere withdrawing.

The forvard bsttalion command post var logated In a railroad station
awey Cfrom its rormel beitalion commard noet security. SoE seeurity oad bean
furnisiicd by the rifle com anies. During the night = Germen patrol consiat-
ing of eirht men armod with mechine pistols und rifles worked its way ug to
tne reilroed trncks from the east and capiured two battalion virelmﬁn W0
were revairing the forwerd wire line approximuetely 15 yards outside Lils
amall station. Tae vire mem, realizing that the command group migab also
b ecaptured if thay souzit help, permitted themselves Lo be saptured without
trouble. When they wers released by the lussians they wrote and told us of
tiheir axveriences,

On ihe morning of 9 December we moved lnto Folpersviller and eaptured

a depleted enemy company with little rasistunce., Petrols were imsedintely

g
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gent ET Fo reconnoiter o the Blise Biver, Wt dus to the pregence of
enemy nd his accurnte artillery fire, little reconnalssance wWas Acgom—
plished. During the evening the tettolion moved into ths hown of Frausn-
barg with little opposition and reschnoiteved for erossing sites in tomt
ares. 'Thc crossisg sites of the Blies River were ioet treascheroig, Artis=
Fieial men-mede banks had been filled to kesp the waler from working into
thn buildings of the town. GConsequently, the streos 7as quite swift in ths
town, [lowever, there was no cover outasido of the torn, so Lt the only
norsible place to assemble wag in the w obection of the buildings in Frauen-
herg. An engineer sergeant and I made a detalled recomnzalssancs af the
river that nighe It vis zo dark fiat ve couldn't ses tie 3h or 40 yards
meross toe stroem, tat it was sasy to nsar dhe Serman sentries on the oppo-
site bank. Slow drizzling rain kaﬁi everything slick arnd wel, and wasn ve
pulled the sssAult hoats down into the town, they came in as quietly as
nogzible but the Gormans still picksd up the additional activity und shielled

ne toen eonstantly. Gvidestly s enemy decided that ingufficient time

d_

had slepged far & river crassing Lhero.

On the mornine of 10 December at 0500, the lst Battzlion cenmenced
the eromsing of the Blies Hiver to ths tovm of Habkirchen (56-=59}. This
wag the firet actual cceunstion of Forman soil by more tusn pelrols vithin
AII Corps, "Me did cflect complete tz2otiecal surprime. In fact, Toe erman
cutposts were jusht belnt celiegved at the time ol tie altack, and both ftae
men on dwty aod the ouinost wer cupiured., Then Comuany C wmoved righi into
Fabkirchern.,

The remoinder o7 She reriod 40 tae middle of Degember is adequ=tely

cavarad in the Affer Aclisn den0rfa



