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134th Infantry Regiwent
1st Battalion

intervisw with Lieutenant Calonel Den E. Craig, a2t tae iegimental
CP ot Wadersloh, Germany, on 25 Hay 1945.

On the 22tk of December tle lst Battalion, li4th Infantry, following
the 3d Infentéy, ndvanced generally nortn on %:e rignt of the Arlon-
Bastogne road from 1ts assersbly ares at Sainlez (54-48) to an assembly
aree 1,000 meters due west of Lutrebois (58~53). The mission of t.e lst
Battalion was to make c¢cntact wita slasments of the 101lst Airborne Division
at Marvie (57-55) 3,000 meters south sast of Bastogne (57-56)., Wiile we
wore in this assembly urea we were siellod by enemy direct fire weaponse
1 am yuite sure we were not observed moving into thot area, but tue fuct
that our 3d Batialion wae engaged by our enemy oround Luirebouis brougat
up that firs,

To move i%e battalion from the vieinity of grid coordinates 551=535
to Warvie meant going over considerable open xround covered witn 12 to
18 incites of sznow, The enemy vere known to ocoupy the =dzc of tl.a woods
at 565-537 and were mble to control the open ground to iheir west, north=
west and north for a distancoe of 1,000 meters, After an extensive recon=
naigsance ith the commurding officer of my Comp uny A, it was decided that
in order to zet acroses this or,en ground prior ‘to dark v would nave to
stay at lemst 1,000 yards away from the wooded erea at 565-537 and follow
the stresm line, taking advantage of the little defilade svailable. A
column of companies formation was selected, due to Lthe very open terrain
and thc lzek of cover. It was also decided thut Company B, the second
company, would m t loave tie agsembly area until ihc leading company was
at least 1200 moters from the edge of t'ie woods thal is approximately at
coordinates 551-535.

The commanding officer of Company A launched lis mtiack mid-afternoon,
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using %“he defilade route selected and had very littie difficulty until the

compeny reacted a small detail of enemy occuping the farm licuses and build-

ings in tha south end of Morvies Comiany A gpont »ne hour clearing this

area and mekinz contact ™ith elements of tie 10let Airborne Division.
Company B, the second company following the same route as Conp any A, received
direct small arms fire fiom 540-565 constently until they closed into the

woods et 554-563. Casualtiee in tho rifle compenies were ligt. The enemy

had good observation fiomr Hill 550 at 538-58Z,

subjected to en intense artillery barrage wiich lasted almost three ioums.

At 1600 this battalion was

Elementes of thie 10lst Airborne left larvie that night and rejoined the

balance of Lheir division in Bastogne., This was the initial contact with

the German forces southeast of Bastogne. Tne 4th Armored Division was

on our immediate laft,
On 1 January the lst Battalion reverted to regimental reserve and was

ordered to remain i the vicinity of Marvie, The 2d and 3d Battalions were

engaged with the Germans in the vieinity of Lutrobois. The Germans were

using the trails going southwest and west from 552-587 to resupply und

reinforce thair troovs opposing our 24 and 34 Battalions. Tho regimental

commander thought if we could securs this network of trails, we would

matorially assist the action of tho 2d and 3d Battalions. The attack was

made on the afternoon of 1 January to accomplish this mission and at 1800

we had contreol of that area.

During the night of 1 and 2 January the Germans launchod a counter-

attact from the vieinity of .Wardin (553=-599) with the mission of cutting

off my battalion from its communication with the source of supply =t

Harvie. Throughout the niznt the situantion becams more involved. We

were not able to keep our wire communications in, e could not rasupply

or ovacuaté. At 0400 I brouzht tlds situetion to t1s atteniion of the
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regimentel commander and recommonded thiat unless we could be reinforced it
was adviseable to fizht our battalion back out of thero and assemble in
the viecinity of Harvio.

At 120¢ on tho fellowinz dmy, tho order wne issued to move the bat-

talion back into Marvie and prepare to make an attuck on the German flank

e ——

at 540-566. Using the wooded =rea at 554-563 aus on agsambly eroa, tiis
sk was o be Tmmobiel a% achlig: HaDiD by me, After a discussion with
the company commanders, it was decided that 0700 4 January wee the best
tirme to lsunch this attack. My §-3, the company commanders and I want on
reconnaissance to select the route to the assembly area and the terrain
over which to make the nttack and set dowm phase lines to he@P conlrol
the action, Because of the intense cold, appro ximately 11 below zero,
every effort was made to get dry clothes for every man, serve a hot meal
that evening and a hot breakfast at 0200 the next morning. The suoply
officer was directed to bring up dry socks for every man and all the over-
shoes that he could procure,

At 0500 4 Januery the companies moved to the line of departure and at
0700 they launched the attack, In the first hour they captured threc
Cerman officers, one a battalion commander, and about 100 mon oi the lst
Battuli:n, 331st Rogiment. Company C wes >n Lhe right and Company B on
the left. It was snowing and still dark. The chow on the ground was 12
to 20 inches in depth. Visibility was about 20 yards, Due to ths lack
of vigibility and the snow hznging on the bushes and trees and terrzin,
Company C oversiol 1ts objeective about 800 yards, end by daylight were
cut off from the rest of the battalion by t:e Germans, At about 1000 Com—
pany A was committed to nccomplish the mission that Company C had been
agsigned, Company B was on its objective which was Hill 540 at 538=~57Z2.

Meanwhile during the morning the Germans committed their regimental

- -
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neadsuirbers cnd onni-tenk comosay ma Lodaodrye  The balanes of tas day vas

devoted *o frrinz to keep fomceries A4 a1l B oun of itroubls, The lefi {lank

of Comnany 3 w™as ¢rustantly under firs by 1.6 Germans. Tt was olhost impos-

gibla to svacuzte wounded due to sripar aml automabtic fire. GSince zll of

the forees of #ld battzlion hzd neen compitted during tha day's aetion ho

rifle troovs of iiis battalion vere ayailahle to protect the Ielft flenk of

Comrany Be. At L8C0 I direeted t:e Dattslisn leadquerters Corpaony Comiander

to use iis A & P nlatoon as = bhuse and organize = foree of 30 man under an

officer and attach it to Com-any B at 2000. This was necessery becausse Com=

peny Oy altiouzh not lost, was of no real value 1o t:ue baitizlion. During
tae day Company A nad lost about 30 men, and Company 3 20 men, bringing each

of the comanies down to a strength of leoss than 100 men and no wmora nan

_tvo officerss
The decision 0 we the A & P nlatoon may have becn ihe one taing that

-

we decided %o do trat saved Company B that night., The Gernchs, using a

strong nizht raid, attacked fthe left flank of Company B mnd overran part of

the & & P platvon but were driven off due Lo veory agiressive sctiun. TFor

the next scveral days our srimary joh was cleaning up tiis wooded arca.
Onliy ore company of infaniry =nd = platoon of funks were employed. On

8 Januerry the area asaipned to the lst Battalion, 134th Infantry ilegiment,

ves cownletely clearad,

13 - 23 Jenuary

During t'is period the lst Battalion, 134th Infantry, worked ac a task
force with hoth CCA and CCL of the &ih krporad Division, 'The Germzn forces
in the viecinity of Pastogns had started their vit drewal, cnd thirowzhout this
period fa 8th Armorsd Divisisn was in nursuit of the witndrawing onemys
The bhattselion disnlaced several miles each day, ordinarily ny foot using

villages and small tovns as asssmbly areas. Tais mas indispensable due Lo
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the ad7ersc weather conditions, The snly contact =ith e oneay during
this neriod was the delayinz grouss wiich thiey left behind and widen we

drove of ' oogily.

8 Novomber to the iliddle of December

On 8 November the 35th Infantry Division launched an attack against
the Chateau Selins wooda; Thne 134th Infentry was in division reserve. On
10 MNovember the 134th Infantry was given a zone on tho risht of the 320th
Infaniry. The lst Battalion was in regimental reserve initiclly. On 12
November the lst Battelion, with tanks and TDs attached, was directed to
clerr the enemy from the torn of Vaxy (115-295) and fo be prepared to move
to Vennecourt on orders, Little enemy resistance was oncountered in Vaxy
and immediate reconrsissance was made for routes to Vamnecourt. The battalion
closed into Vannecourt at about 1600 and remained t-ers for Lhe nig;t. A
10t meal snd dry socks were provided for nll of the men., The next day at
0800 (13 November) tals tagk force, consisting of t'e 1lst Battalion, tanks
and TDs, moved toward the town of jahoudange., Company A, commanded by
Captain Jo'm W. Williems, surprised the enemy at Jahoudange and took the
town, suffering only a few casualties., Cur comhany captured o company of
enemy and coversd t1e remainder of the battalion as they closed inta the
torn. At 1300 Compzny A with a company of “anks of the (654th Tank Battalion
moved on to ‘he town of Pevange. Thers again the enamy was caught unpre-
pared. Eight casuslties from enemy morta¥ and artillery fire wers suffered
and =oproximately 50 PWs were icken. Before dark Companies B =and C closed
into Pevange and =11 suporting weapons were placed in »osition to coriinue
the attack on lHills 260 mnd 272, Taoese two terrain.foatur»s protected the
approaches 1o Morhangse.

On 14 November the lst Batielion launchéd the attack ngedinct (ills

260 and 272 and after sufferinc hexvy casunliies secured hota objeciives

B
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and dug in for the wight.

On 15 Hovember the lst Battalion by-passed ilorhan-ze and launched un
attack against Racrenge, passing over open terrain, but meeting very little
ovposition, The entire battalion closed into Raeranze by 1800, stayed
there four or five deys, reorganized, receive! some reinforcements, recon=-
ditioned its equipment and prepared for th. advance on tve encmy.

During the next eight days the lst Battalion, 134th lnfan;ry, made
taree river crossings., The lirst was the night attack across the rivor at
ﬁbttelango (416-508) at 04C0, 4 December. An old blowm-out flood control
gate with improvised material to mnke a bridge out of it wns employed, Com=
peny A crossed and mgeaulted Lhe town of Puttelenge from the south. Company
Cs on the other side of tiie main Puttelange road, assaulted the towvn from
due west, We suffered only four casualties, one officer and two enlipsted -
man wounded end one enlisted man killed. The enemy was comvlotely surprised.
ost of the German gnarrison ware sleening, and the German officers were
found by our riflemen to be still in bed. As the riflcmen described it to
me, “the German nfficers hried to make a run from their sleeping quarters
witiiout shoes on and more saot aowvn by our riflemen", That same day at
1600 our battalion advanced to tlc towm of Ermestvillor (434-520), capturing
19 or 20 Germans.

The foilowing day, 5 December, at 0800 the Battalion moved from
Ernestv.ller to Wouestviller (46-54), leading elements of Company A, the
leading company, arriving at this loeation about 1000, GCompany B, who was
directed to proceed without delay to the town of Ruth, passed through Come
pany A. No opposition was encountered. Tho entire battalion closed into
Roth by 1700. Security was posted for the night on the high ground north,

east and goutih of this village.
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On 6 December +he lst Battalion moved from Hoth to ilhe Sarreguemines
road and closad un to the Surre River in the marshalling yords at 51-56 and
reconnoitersd the area proparatory to crossing ihe Sarre :iver on order,

Detailed plans for khe erossing wera prepurced on 7 December, and in
the evening company commonders were assembled, the nlane discusscd and
final orders igsued. It was decided to start the erossinzg of tiie Surre
Rivyer at 0O5CQ With‘Ccmbnny A lecding, followed by Company Ba Campany C
was to cover te crossinz from the railroad work shops end mill near tue
crossing site (519-559). It vas decidsd fo cross on a blorm or pertially
demaged railroad bridge rather than to empnloy nssault.hoats. Duriaz the
night the enzineers mmde minor repairs to this bridge, maki:g it available
for foot elements and all supvly carried by hand. An insone asylum on the
opposite side of tne 3arre River was our first objective, and we planned to
reorganize under the protection of these muildings. It was knovm at the
time that this group of buildings was defended by & mixed group of enemy
consisting of navy, marines, Wehrmacit foot troops, anﬁ seemingly wus a
proup of dagerters gnthered together under some officer to defend t is aroa.
There vere tunnels running under ground from the various buildirgs.

Tho attack jumped off on time, and we surprised the enemy in tide: area.
They kept rumminz beck and forth from one building to anocther, using these
tunnels and making it very difficult to completely ckar this area of all
enemy. As soon as tie Gorman headquarters further to the esst hed dis-
covored thel we had overrun their pogitions in thie loecality, they laid in
intense srtillery fire, including some 240mnm howitger fire. Une round came
through the building in which the battalion CP was and exploded in tue room
next to the onerations r;om. There were no casualtiss, nowever. The area

was finally socurod and defensive positions set up,

-
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(n 8 December we remained in this srea und aweited completion of the
vehicular bridge, being build at Sarreinsming. !lowever, due to constant
enemy crtillery fire, the completion of this bridge wi.s delayed, and we
wem orderad to continue the attack to the fowvn of Folpersviller (55=58).
The advance was made with Comvanies B and ¢ abreest, using maroching fire
across the open ground infto the wooded area at 53-56. The lsft company
zuided n the railroad tracks to the junetion of the hiciwey at the rail-
road tracks at 55-57. At this location both lemsding companies came under

o THE TWO ATTICKING CoFPaNiES,

direct SP fire, cousing some casulatiesi Scoutg were gent out from tie
attacking compunies over the open ground to investizate tre encmy position
and strengtn but were immediately {irod on and forced to returns Dus to the
lack of sufficient daylicht hours to properly launch an uttock, I decided
to 70ld the positions gained and to ;ttack Folpereviller at 0700 tae follow=-
ing morning. Yeanw dle, a reconnaissance mtrol was seat into Folpersviller
at 2100, znd it reported back et 2400 vith t e informaticn that most of
these German forcees were withdrawing.

The forwvard babitulion command post war Joeated in a railroad station
awey Crom its rormel bettelion commard nost security. Some sccurity oud been
furnished by the rifle com anies. During the night = German patrol consiai-
ing of eiht mon armod with macaire pistols und rifles worked its way up to
the railroed tracks from the east and captured two battalion tire'men .10
vereo ropairing the fcrvard wire line approximutely 15 yards outside Lids
gmall station. The vire men, realizing that the commend group migabt ulso
be captured if they souzht help, vermitted themselves fto be captured without
trouble. When they were released by the lussians they wrote and told us of
tlieir exveriences,

On the morning of 9 December we moved into Folpersviller and captured

a depleted enemy compony with littls raesistunce, Prirols were immzediately

g



;ent oat to roconn01bcr to the Bliee River, but due to the presence of
enemy and hie accurate artillery fire, little reconnaissamace was acgom—
plished. During thze evening the battelion moved into the Lown of Frauen-
barz with litile opposition and rezonnoitored for cros=ing siltes in toat
area., ‘™c crossing cites of the Blies River were most treacherous. Artie=
ficial man-made banks had been filled to keep the wuter from working into
the buildings of the town. OCongequently, thw atrewm vas quito swift in the
towvn, [ovever, there was no cuver outaido of the tom, so Laut the only
possible place to assemble wasg in the w otection of the buildings in Frauen-
barg. An engineer sergeant and I made a detuiled reconnaissance of the
river that nigit. Ih wus so dark fhet we couldn't see tie 35 or 40 yards
across tue strcem, but it was easy to nenr ihe Cerman sentries on the oppo-
site benk. Slow drizzling rain ken+ everything slick xund wel, and waen ve
pulled the ageault boats dovn into thie tovm, they came in ns quietly as
vossible but the Germans still picksd up the additional activity snd shelled
the toen constuntly, Zvidoatly tas enemy decided that insufficient lime
had slu=pged f{or a river crassing Lherc.

On the mornine of 10 December at 0500, the 1st Baltalion cormenced
the crossing of tse Blies River to ths tovn of Habkirchen (56«59). Tais
was the first actual occunation of Gorman 230il %y more thisn patrols vithin
XII Corps, 'Te did cffect complets tzetical surprise. In fact, i .& ernan
outposts were just heint rolieved at the time a? the attack, and both fue
men on duty and the ouitnost wems czpitured. Then Comuany € moved right into
Fabkirchen,

Tae remainder 27 She reriod 30 thio middle of Decenber is adecu=tely

caversd in the Affer Action Aenort.



