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1 --~ BATTIE HONORS. Under the provisions of Section IV, Circular 333, War
~Mgpartment, 22 December 1943, as amended, Company "F", 137th Infantry is cited-for
- outstanding performance of duty in, acticn against the enemy at Saarguemines, France,
“—"nn 10 December 1944. During the operation agalnst Saarguemines, a key defenss
;‘tmmltion guarding the aprroaches to the Siegfried Line and Germany proper, Company
Y- mpn gffected a crossing of the Saar River against heavy enemy oprosition, and in a

ﬂffﬁa,? *1ant flanking movement, executed under heavy enemy fire of all types, its left

et ult platoon fell upon a pottery plant while the right assault platoon deployed
st n attack from the rear. Saarguemines was defended by a network of pill boxes,
| trencheg and anti-tank obstacles, and the pottery plant itself constituted the key

. Yo the Bouthern and eastern defenses of the city. One sguad of “the left assauit
platoon aivanced into a factory building while the remainder of the platoon was
pinned down by withering fire frem inside the: plant. The squad entering the building
employed emall arms and hand grenades to engege the enemy in a bitter fight, which
relisved the pressure on "$he troops pinned down outside the building., During an
intense four-hour fire fight, Company "F™ engaged the two debtermined companies of
as Troops which occupled the poitery plant and environs in close-in and hand-to-
hand ‘fighting among the maze of machinery, pottery baking ovens and display shelves,
during the fury of which action the troops of Company "B employed in addition to
-_thexr fire arms, ‘hand grenades, trench knivas bayonets, and even pottery pisces.

amy. troopb fleeing from the pressure of the left assault platoon into another,

i hulldlug were surprised by'the right platoon, which had entered the factory from
© . Yne rear, After recovering from the initial shock, the gnemy, with superior numbers,

| pounterattacked the right assault platoon, but the support platoon, with superb

g%--%lming, crushed the counterattack., The enemy then increased the intensity of his
b artlllefya tank, self-propelled and 20mm fire on ‘the attacking forces, preparatory
Z'Itq launching a full scale counterattack. However, the company skillfully countered

.-*mha thrust and pursued the enemy through the city from house to house, liberating

995 allied prisoners of war along the way. Company "F" lost thirteen enlisted men
wwwwuqnded The enemy lost forty~three killed, seventy-five captured, and twenty-six

L gwouhded. This company accomplished its assigned task under intense enemy artillery
‘ﬂ-;gﬁ small arms fire, in disregard of personal safety, and against a determined

}: enemy, superior in numbers and occupying strong defensive positions. The action is

© an pubstanding example of group daring and courage. The extraordinary heroism,

- exemplary skill, inspiring resourcefulness and superior initiative displayed in this
-~ prucial aperation reflect the highest credit upon the officers and men'of Company
mpe, 137th Infantry, and upon the military service of the United States.
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ik - BRONZE ST/R MEDAL., Pursusnt to authority contalned in AR 600-45,
4 dated 22 _eptamher 1945, as amended, and Weekly Directive No. 38, Hg AGE, dated 18
; September 1945, .a Bronze Star Medal is awarded to Chaplain (Carmaln) Samuel G.
yell Jr, O= 542?00 United States Army, for heroic service in connection with mil-
itery fparations aﬂaxnst an. énemy of .the United Stales in the vieinmity of * ¥ *'*
« France, on 16 November 1944. During en enémy barrage in the town of ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ prance,
= Chaplain Tovell rushed .out into the street to evacuate a wounded soldier. Whlle '
3 sngaged in this task, he himself was wounded by an enemy shell.' Disregarding his
_'perSonal injuries, he continued to admlnlster to the soldier and evacuated him to
the aid station. Ab the aid station Chaplain Iovell's wounds were dressed and he
remained at his post until the next- day, meanwhile ministering to additional wounded
personnelu_ Chaplain Iovell‘s actlons. performed without thought of personal safety, ,
are in acecordance w1th tne hlghest mllltarf tradltlon. Entared the milltdry service
. from Florlda. :

TIT wie FRONZE SR ‘MEDAL (0MK I¥ IAR CIUSTER).  Pursuent to authority contained
111 .r-‘ER 500«—4 dated 22 September 1943, as amended, and - Weekly Directive No. 38, Hy
, dated la 5gptembcr 1945, in additlon to the Bronze Star Medal pravmusly award-
£ ecl a bronze Oak-leaf Gluqter is awarded to Chaplain ((‘aptain) ‘Samuel G Iovell Jr,
0-542700, United States Army, for meritorious service in connection with military
opera'tlons agalnst an enemy of the Tmited States in France, Iuxembourg, Belgium and
‘Germany from 80 Octobar 1945 to 8 May. 1945, Entered the military service from
Flollda. : -

IV‘-—w IURPLm HEART Tursuant to suthority contained in MR 600-45, dated 22
beptamber 1943, as amended, and Weekly Directive No. 38, Iy AGF, dated 18 September
- 1945, the Parple Heexrt is ‘awarded to the followindanamed officers and enlisted men
for woun&s recelved in action agalnst the enpmy on dates and in countries indicated:

: ‘DATE A PLACE WYTERED MILITARY
R WOUNDED SFRVICE FROM

RANE mm . 1SN A0 BRAl\GH

: .MJOR ILOYD A SMITH 0-3301£0, MEDICAL OCRES 7 Mar 45, Germany  Minnesota
- CAPPATN DAVID ROBINSON 0~438684, MIDICAL GORES 4 Amr 45, Germany . Connecbicut

CQPTAIN IOHN H SHUMATE 01735743, INFANIRY - ‘16 Dec 44, France North Carolina
 FIRST lITUTEhANT'RFX K ADAMS 01507651 INFANTRY28 Nov 44, France Ohio
FIR.,;T LLDUTENANT ROBERT ST'L::FIRO 0105’7880 . , ! S
T LINFANTRY A i 9 Apr 45, Germany New York
-Sar?aant Fack T Kirksey 5699 3473 Ihfan%ry 28 Feb 45, Germany Michigan
'sargeant'ﬁoman Kravetsky 32766594 Infantﬂy 16 Dec 44, Germany Tinknown
3drgaqnﬁ Alton Wells 15087064 Infeantry ! 15 Nov 44, France Unknown

 First C]ass Pasquale Alfano é814¢183'

g Infantry i 2 Am 45, Germany Michigan
i« Private First Class Joseph Barhera 4?156596 ' ot 5 '
o0 Infantry 2 Amr 45, Germany New York
"Private First Class Bdward M Oantor 56969318 : i
ol Efankry e 0 ; 28 Feb 45, Germany Michigan
Irivate Firet Class Edwsrd S Dohanos 35931386 SR :
lnfambxy 18 Apr 45, Germany Ohio

&

V ~—— PURTFIF IEART. So much of Section VIII, General Orders Number 49, Ia,
35th Infantry Division, 25 June .1945; as pertains to Corporal Herbert W Baker,
[ 35847890, Infantry, Private First Glass Habert P Bradford, 35779683, Infantry, and
= }Tivatu Jonn G Hernandew, 37512537, Infantry.is rou011d9d.
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: cﬁmn V, _General Grdars bmmber 3.5, Hq,
15 _per’cams to Ma;;or Martin L Delong,

0 et BRO‘QZE STAR MEEJ.r«.L (5?&( LEAR SI,U;::”"@_) So much of Sectlon VI, General

.Number A3, Hd, B5Th Infantry DlVlbl\JIl; 20 February 1945, as awarés a bronzs
_'us‘ber T ‘the Bronze S‘bar Medal I:revaouslv awarded is amended to inc lude

o Martin LDeLong, O-»’F91289 Air Corps, United States Army, for meritore
e :Ln connection with ml"ltary operationg against an enemy of the United
.Franca Germany, Belglm and: Luxembourg from 1 September 1944 to 15 Jan-
Entered the mllltary service from New York,
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