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/T e SILVER SITAP. MEDAL (Posthumous Award). Pursuant to avthority contained
in AR 60C=45, dated £2 September 1943, as amended, and Circuvlar 6, Headquarters
Thirﬁ_ﬂhited ftatea Aruy, 26 April 1944, the Silver Star Medal is awarded, post-
humopsly, to the following officer and enlisted men of this command:

| Second Lieutenant Halley K Dickey Jr O0L310988, Infantry, United States Army,
zallantry in action near % ® # | Normandy, France, 17 July 1944, Lieutenand
ey was a platoon leader in Company "M*, * * # Infantry, participating in the
battalion attack on ¥ * ®, He was wounded early in the action but refused evac—
uatilon and continued to lead his platoon in a 500 yard advance through heavy con-
centrations of enemy automatic weapons and artillery fire, After digging in and
setting up a holding position in an area strewn with enemy mines and booby traps,
Lieutenant Dickey noticed a wounded soldier 'lying in an uncovered position withe
out [protection from enemy fire, He crawled to the wounded man and proceeded %o
drag him to safety., While so engaged, he was killed by an anti.-personnel nine;
the |wounded soldier. escaped further injury, The courageous leadership of Lieuben
ant|Dickey, his determination to continue with his mission without regard to his
personal safety, and his ultimate sacrifice of his 1life id saving that of another
soldier, reflects the highest credit upon him and upon the military service,
Entered military service from New Jersey.

Sergeant Oreste F Bottari 36038590, Infantry, United States Ammy, for gallan
try in action on 15 July 1944, near ® % ®* Normandy, France, In the action on
Hill Number 122, in the operation against * % * Sergeant Bottari'ls platoon was
pinned down by enemy machine gun fire from a hedgerow to its front, Sergeant
Botbari, a squad leader, voluntarily crossed an open field to the enemy posifion
and destroyed the enemy machine gun position with a hand grenade, Wille crawling
back to rejoin his squad, he was killed by an enemy artillery shell. The silenc~
ing of the enemy machine gun by Sergeant Bottari enabled the platoon to advance,
The gallantry in action, disregard for personal safety and the unselfish loyalty
for his comrades as displayed by Sergeant Bottari, reflects credit wpon the milim
tary service of the United States, ZEntered military service from Iliinois,

. Sergeant Freddie A Sorenson, 37034721, Infantry, United. States Army, for
gallantry in action in the * #* W gector, near * * ¥ | Normandy, France, on 15
July 1944, Sergeant Sorenson, a squad leader, participated in the initial attack
on, the northern approaches to * * ¥ | in the * * # gector, His company was pinned
down by withering fire from an enemy machine gun concealed in a hedgerow to the
front. Although the intervening field afforded 1ittle cover and was subjected b0
intense concentrations of enemy fire, Sergeant Sorenson voluntarily crawled across
‘the field and, armed only with a hand: grenade, knowked out the machine gun nest,
He returned to his squad and the compéﬁy resumed its advence, Later the same day,
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he was killed by enemy‘action;- The courage, devotion to duty, and utter disregard
for personal safety on the part of Sergeant Sorenson reflects the highest credit
on the military service. Entered military service from Nebraska,

Private First Class Joseph O V Beaulieu, 11068323, Infantry, United States
Army, for gallantry in action on Hill Number 122 in the operation againsh * % % |
France, 15 July 1944, Private Beaulieu was, at the time, a member of a gun crew
operating a light machine gun delivering fire in support of his company, Every
member of the gun crew except himself was killed or wounded by enemy fire, bub
Private Beaulieu, undaunted by this fact, remained alone at his position, continue
ing effective fire upon the eneny from his weapon until he was killed by an enenmy

 artillery shell, Private Beaulieu's gallant resolve to continue in action even ab
the cost of his own life, his unselfish devotion to his duty and to his conrades,
reflects credit wpon the military service of the United States., Entered military
service fron Maine,

Private Pirst Class Virgil D Reimers, 20723010, Infantry, United States Ammy,
for gallantry in action in the vicinity of ® % ¥ , France, 17 July 1944, Private
Reimers, an armunition carrier in a machine gun squad, had been supporting the
advance of his unit, During & strong eneny counterattack, the members of the
machine gun crew, with the exception of Private Reimers and another soldier, were
killed, Undaunted by the fact that his position was extremely perilous, he and
the other surviving member of the crew remained at the gtn and continued to cover
the unit's withdrawal until he was mortally wounded by enemy artillery., Private
Reimer's zeal for the success of his unit, his inspiring loyalty to duty and his
conspicuous couraze, .contribubted immeasurably to the success of his unitls mission
and reflects the highest credit upon his character as a soldier, IEntered military
service fron Nebraska, : : .

. Private Harcld G McKay, 20722110, Infantry, United States Amy, for gallantry
in action in the vicinity of * % ¥ | France, 15 July 1944, Private McEay, gunner
in a machine gun squad, was engaged in supporting the abtack by his unit against
enemy positions, A shell burst killed or wounded the other members of the crew,
leaving Privote McKay uninjured and the weapon still serviceable, Undaunted by
the fact that he was the only remaining member of the crew, and determined %o con—
tinue covering the unit's advance, he placed innumerable belts of ammunition
arqund his neclc and shoulders and alone moved his heavy machine gun across a hedge-
row where he resumed firing until killed by an enemy mortar shell exploding to his
front, - Private McKay's zallent resolve to aid in the success of his unit's mise-
ion at the cost of his life, his unselfish devotion to duty and his oubstanding
courage in the face of great odds, reflects high credit upon his character as aa
individual soldier and is in accordance with the traditions of the service.
Intered military service from Nebraska, '

IT — SILVER STAR MEDAL, Pursvant to authority contained in AR 600-45,
dated 22 Sentember 1943, as amended, and Circular 6, Headquarters Third United

States Army, 26 April 1944, the Silver Star Medal is awarded to the following
officer and enlisted men of this command:
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Second Licutenant Leeta L Casner Jr 01321488, Infantry, United States Army,
for gallantry in action against an enemy of the Uhiteﬁ States, iA the vicinity of
W % ® , France, 15-18 July 1944, Lieutenant Caener, a platoon leader, recdeived
a WOUnd in the initial action agalnst Hill Number 122 on 15 July 1244, but contin-
ued to lead his platoon throughout the day, and that night, after recelving treat—
ment, refused evacuation, On 17 July 1944, Lieutenant Casner was guaiding three
tanks attached to his company, riding in one with turret open, exposing himself %o
small arms, artillery and mortar fire, The tank in which he rode was siruck by an
enemy shell, killing all its crew but one, Lieutenant Camner suffered a severe -
concussion, Despite the concussion, he conbtinued to participate in the dayls :
action, On 18 July 1944, Lieutenant Casner voluntarily led a reccnnaisséance patbrol
through the enemy lines, obtaining valuvable intelligence regarding the eneny, Al-
though handicapped by his wound and by severe concussion, he displayed leaderchip
that materially facilitated the successful accomplishment of his platoon's mission,
Lieutenant Casner!s fortitude, personal bravery, disregard for porsonal safety and
adherence to the task at hand, exemplify such gallantry in action as to rellect
credit wpon the military service ot the United States, BEntered military service
from: Illin01s. -

L

Technical Sergeant Milton E Bates 37034843, Ianfantry, United States Amy,
for gallantry in action in the vicinity of w ® ¥ Prance, 18 July 1944, While
Sergeant Bates! unit was engaged in the attack against ® ®* ¥ , friendly fanks
which had been supporting an adjacent unit, moved into the rear of his comwany
and, through error, began firing into the company sector. Disregarding both the
fire of these friendly tanksg and that of the enemy then concentrated on the area,
Sergeant Bates, a platoon sergeant, crawled to the tanks for the purpose of notifyw
ing them of the error. While so engaged, he received a leg wound, dispite which
he continued in his attempt to reach the tanks, He succeeded in so doing, and
reaching the lead tank, clambered upon it, engaged the attention of the occupants
and qzﬁuah;éd.the situation, as a result the tanks immediately ceased their fire on
the company sector, The gallant action of Sergeant Bates, his unselfish loyalty
to his comrades, devotion to duty at the risk of his life, his resourcefulness and
courazeous initiative, spared casualties in his company and facilitated the contine
uance of its mission. ZIEntered militery service from Nebraska,

Staff. Sergeant Selmar & Waxdahl, 37250095, (then sergeant), Infantry, Uhibed
States Army, for gallantry in action near * ™ % | Normandy, France, on 18 July
1944, Sergeant Wexdahl was an assistant squad leader in his company when it parit-
icipated in the battalion attack on ™ * ® , During the course of the fibhtln
hig company was pimned down by accurate fire from a machine gun position in a
hedgerow about forty-five yards to the front, Sergeant Waxdahl voluntarily
crawled forward through the open field under heavy enemy fire and, although
wounded, roached the hedgerow and lobbed hand grenades into the enemy machine zun
nest, killing the crew and silencing the weapon. After receiving first aid treat-
ment for his wounds, he refused evacuation and returned to duty. The courageous
defermination of Sergesnt Waxdahl, acting with complete disregard for personal -
safety, enablod his company to resume its advanée and take ite objective, and rew—
flects the highest credit on the military service. Entered military service from.

South Dakota,
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Staff Sergeant John B Weick, 20?21741 Infantry, United States Army, for
gallantry in action, in the viecinity of * y Normandy, France, 17 July 1944,
Seeing a comrade lying wounded and unconscious in an open field near a hedgsresw,
xposed to heavy concentrations of enemy machine gun, mortser and ariillery fire,
ind believing that further injury might befall the wounded man while in this dange

‘@rous position, Sergeant Weick crawled over a hedge into the field and proceeded

to withdraw the wounded man to a position of safety, Forced to stop servepsl times
due to heavy concentrations of fire, Sergeant Weick shielded his comrade!s body
ith his own, and was himself wounded while attempting to 1lift the injured soldier
over a hedge, The gallant action of Sergeant Weick embodied in his desire to Save
yha life of a comrade at the risk of his own, his courage and disregard for person-
&l safety, reflects high credit mpon his character as a soldier. IEntered military
Bervice from Febraska,

| Sergeant Herman L Haney, 34527028, (then private firet class), Infantry,
Uhited States Ammy, for gallantry in action in the ®* * * | sector near ™ ¥ * ,
Yormendy, France, 16 July 1944, Sergesnt Haney, served as scout and observer in
Company "k# % % % Infantry, engaged in wiping out enemy pockets of resistance in
the ﬁ?* * sector, The company was pinned down by accurate fire from an eneny
machine gun concealéd in'the hedgerow to its front., Sergeant Haney voluantarily
crawled along the edge of the field through heavy concentrations of enemy fire,
reached the enemy position and, armed only with an M-l rifle, surprised and lcilled
all six members of the machine gun crew, enabling his company to proceed with its

- misslon, Throughout the remainder of the day he inflicted numerous casualiies on

enemy machine gumers and snipers, 'The intrepid actions of Sergeant Haney, and

~ his utter disregard for personal safety, contributed measureably to the success of
: hls company's mission, and reflects the highesﬁ credit wpon the military service,
: Eptered military service from Tennessee,

i Technician Fifth Grade John S Bradny, 35304405, Medical Department, United
States Army, for gallantry in action near * * * , Normandy, France, on 15 July
1944, - During the action on Hill Number 122 in the operation against * * ¥ ,
Technician Bradny repeatedly exposed himself to heavy concentrations of enemy fire
to minister to wounded soldiers in the foremost positions of the front lines, Al
though he was the 'only aid man present with elements of three companies which were
pinned down by enemy fire, he continued to perform his duties, Among other serw.
ices, during the late evening, in the face of intense enemy fire, he crawled forw
ward into an open field, where he was constantly exposed to enemy fire, and dragged
to safety a soldier, suffering from & fractured leg, saving the wounded man from
further injury and possible death., The unselfish loyalty and disregard for pers-
sonal safety of Technician Bradny reflects credit on the military service, and

the Medical Corps in particular, Intered military service from Ohio,

Private First Class Rex L 0YNeal, 34505962, Infantry, United States Army,
for gallantry in action in the vicinity of * * ® | FPrance, 17 July 1944, Private
0'Neal, gwmer in a machine gun squad, supported the advance of his unit, In a
strong enemy counterattack, the members of the machine gun crew, with the exceps
tton of Private 0'Neal and another soldier, were killed, Undaunted by the peril
of his position, he and the other surviving member of the crew remained at the
gun and continued to cover the unitts withdrawal unt11 he was seriously wounded
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by an enemy artillery shell, The conspicuous courage of Private O’Feal,'his zeal

for the success of his unit and his loyalty to duty, contribubed immeasurabiy to -

the success of his unit's mission and reflects high credit won him &3 a soldier,
Entered military service from Tennessae,

Private First Class Anselem R Rumpea, ‘B?250070, Infantry, United States Aruy,
for gallantry in action in the * * % gector near ® # ¥ | TNormandy, France, 15 July
1944, Private Rurpca was a gunner in & 8Jma mortar squad of Company ACH, % &
Infantry, partlicipating in the initial abtack of the Fireh Babtalion in the * * *
sector, The area was subjected %o heavy concentrations of enemy small arms, :
nachine gun, mortar and artillery five., A% 0510 the entlre gun crew with the ex—
ception of Private Rumpea was knocked out of action, and he nimsel? received a
severe wound in his left arm, Disregarding his wound, and the fact that he was
the sole remaining member of the crew, he continued to fire the meritar watil his
ammunition was expended, then fired his pistol at the enemy until he was knodced
uncenseious by an enemy mortar shell, The courageous spirit of Private Bumpca, and
hig resolution %o continue in ection regardless of wounds or circumstances, reflects
the highest credit upon the military service and entitles him %o a place of disbings
bion in the annals of fighting Infamtrymen, Intered military service from South
Dakota.

Private Bdward W Thill, 36808325, Medical Department, United States Army, for
gellantry in action in the * * * gsector, near % & # s Normandy, France, durlng the
period 15-19 July 1944, At approximately 5330 on' the night of 15 July 1944, word
was received by the medical section, Third Battalion, ™ ¥ % Infantry, that an
American bank had blown up in a mine field within the enemy lines and that a crew
member was lying in that vicinity severély wounded, Private Thill, a litter bearer,
volunteered to attempt the rescue of the wounded soldier, He went through the
enemy lines in a jeep, gave the wounded soldier first 2ld and placed him in the jeep
On the return trip he discovered another wounded soldier, whom he also treated and
placed in the jeep, He returned safely to the battalion aid station, As a result
of Private Thill's action, the wounded soldiers were saved from capture, further
wounds and possible death, During the following three days he volunteered to
rescue soldiers in mine fields and areas under heavy enemy small arms and artillery
fire. The conspicuous bravery of Private Thill, and his utter disregard for per-
sonal safety, resulbed in saving two enlisted men from more serious wounds and )
possible death, and reflects the highest credit upon the military service, and upon
the Medical Corps in particuvlar, Entered military service from Illinois,

III — BRONZE STAR MEDAL., Pursusnt to authority contained in AR 600-<5,
dated 22 September 1943, as amended, and Circular 6, Headquarters Third Unibed
States Army, 26 April 1944, the Bronze Star Medal is awarded to the following
officers and enlisted men of this command:

Ceptain Roy Cundiff, 0364165, Field Artillery, United States Army, for
meritorious service in-connection with nilitary operations against an enemy of the
United States during the period 15-17 July 1944, in the vicinity of * * ¥ | France,
Throughout this period, the area in which he operated was subjected to heavi con-
Bentrations of enemy fire including harassing fire by snipers, Captain Cundiff,
remaining almost constantly at his duties, was regponsible for effectively estiw
mating enemy terrain and gun'positions, and, although he could have taken advantage
of terrain features offering comparabive security, elected to expose himself to
enemy fire in order more effectively to gbserve and direct the fire of supporting
Contd w = o e s "0 20 g i ;
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artillery, Captain Cundiff's bravery, his calm efficiency and his tenacity of
purpose, imneagurably facilltated the successful completion of his unitle migsion,
Bntered military service from Kansas,

Pirst Lieutenant Michael P Flcano, 01169942, Field Artillery, United States
Army, for meritorious service during military operations against an enemy of the
United States, on 14 July 1944, near * % # | Normandy, France, Lieutenant Bleanols
platoon supported an infantry company in atback, After having fired upon an ‘enemy
strongpoint, one of the tank destroyers was being moved to a supplementary firing
position when it slipped into a ditch, throwing a track, The crews of two destroy-
ers combined to extricate the destroyer from the ditch and replace the track, Re-
placing the track waa_an'extramaly difficult operation because of the lack of tools,
necessitatinng the resort to the field expedient of using a towing cable, with power
from.a second destroyer, to make the repair, The task required an hour and twenty
minutes, during which time Lieutenant Elcano and the other members of the two crews
worked under heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire, The endeavors of Lieutenant
Elcano, who worked coolly and without regard for his personal safety under eneny
fire for a long period of time, resulted in saving the tank destroyer from destrug-—
tion by the enemy and in its return to service, and contributed materially to the
success. of the nllitary operation. ZEntered military service from Nevada,

Pirst Lieutenant Charles E Willis, 01303978, Infantry, United States Army, for
meritorious service in connection with military operations against an eneny of tae
United States, in the viecinity of * % % | PFrance, 15 July 1944, Lieutenant Willis,
a platoon leader, was wounded in the right arm during the heavy concentrations of
eneny machine gun, mortar, small arms and artillery fire, Despite his wowiid and
his increasingly weakened condition as the result of loss of blood, he continued
in the active leadership of his platoon in the assault, successfully destroying
geveral eneny gun emplacements, Not until he was knocked down and dazed by the
nearby explosion of an enemy artillery shell, would he permit himself %o be balzen
to an aid station, The qualities of leadership and tenacity exhibited by Lieuten-
ant Willis, ond his loyalty to duby despite his woumd, enabling his unit to fulfill
its mission successfully, were an inspiration to the men of his command and reflect
high credit vpon him, BEntered military service from (alifornia.

Staff Sergeant Ross G Norris 6390480, Field Artillery, United States Army, for
heroic service in connection with military operations against an enemy of the
United States, on 22 July 1944 near ® * % | France, Sergeant Norris, volunbarily
joined a patrol to accompany his battalion commander to carry from a position ex-
poeed to olserved enemy fire, the bodies of two of their battalion officers whica
had been lying there for two days, Prior details endeavoring to evacuate the bods
jes had been driven away by enemy fire, The proximity of the bodies of thelr
officers had a very demoralizing effect upon the personnel of a vital defense pos-
ition., The patrol of which Sergeant Norris was a member proceeded for a distance
of one mile to secure the bodies, place them on litters and carry them away, The
patrol was under enemy fire all the while, .I% was necessary that one of the bodies
be extricated from debris. HEnemy artillery fire increased in intensity during that
part of the operation, The service of Sergeant Norris, performed under eneny fire,
without regard for his own safebty, resulted in the removal of the bodies of the
two officers and contriduted to the defense of % % % , Entered military service
from Alabana, '
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Sergeant Dewey B Barringbon, 18116378, Field Artillery, United States Amy,

fon meritorious service durning military operations against an enemy of the United
Stgtes, on 14 July 1944, near * ¥ * = Hormendy, France, Sergeant Barringtonls plat-
oot supparbed .an infantry corpenyin attack, After having fired upon an enemy strong-
point, one of the tank destroyers was being moved to a supplementary firlng position
when it slipped into a ditch, throwing a track., The ecrews of two ﬂesﬁreyers
combined to extricate the destroyer from the ditch and replace the track, Deplacing
the track was an extremely difficult operation because of the lack of tools, nec~

estl tating the resort to the field expedient of using a towing cable, with power
from a second destroyer, to male the repair, The task required-an hour and twenty
miﬂutes, during ‘which time Sergeant Barrington and the other members of the two
cregws worked under ‘heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire., The endeavors of Sergeant
Barrington, who worlked coolly and without regard for his personal safety wader

enamy fire for a long period 'of tiie, resulted in saving the tank destroyer from
destruction by the enemy and in its return to service, and contributed materially

to the success of the military operation. Entered military service from Texas,

| Sergeant Frederick G Basley, 7008213, Field Artillery, United States Arnmy,
for meritorious service during military operations azainst an ensmy of the United
States, on 14 July 1944, near * * ¥ | lormandy, France, Sergeant Hasley!s platoon
supported an infantry company in attack, After having fired upon an enemy strong-
point, one of the tank destroyers was being moved to a supplementary firing pos-
ition when it slipped into a ditch, -throwing & track, The crews of two destroyers
combined to extricate the destroyer from the ditech and replace the track, Replac-
ing the track was an extremely difficult operation because of the lack of tocls,
necessitating the resort to the field expedient of using a towing cable, wita power
from a second destroyer, to make the repair, The task required an hour and twenty
n‘iizi!utes, during which time Sergeant Basley and the other members of the two crews

ed under heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire, The endeavors of Sergeant

Eaagev, ko worlted coolly and without 'regard for his personal safety under enemy
fire for a long pericd of time, resulted in saving the tark destroyer from destruce
tion by the enemy and in its return to service, and contriduted materially o the
success of the military oPeration. Entered milltary gervice from Tennessee.

 Sergeant George L Lewis 33083100, (than corporal), Field Artillery, United
States Army, for meritorious service during military operations against an eunemy
of 'the United Stabtes, on 14 July 1944, near % % * | Normandy, France., Sergeant
Lewis' platoon supported an infantry company in attack, After having fired wpon
en enemy strongpoint, one of the tank destroyers was being moved to a supplementary
firing position when it slipped into a ditech, throwing a track, The crews of two
destroyers combined to extricate the destroyer from the ditch and replace the track,
Replaeing the track was an extremely difficult operation because of the lack of
tools, necessitating the resort to the field expedient of using a towing cable,
with power from & second destroyer, to meke the repair, The task required an hour.
and, twenty minutes; during which time Sergeant Lewis and the other members of the
two crews worked under heavy ehemy artillery and mortar fire. The endeavers of
Sergeant Lewis, who 'worked coolly and without regard for  his personal safety under
enemy fire for a long périod of time, resulted in saving the tank destroyer from
destructior by the enemy and in ites return to service, and contribubted materially
to the success of the military oparation. Entered military ssrvice from Penusyl-
vanie, - : : _
Contd over = w= = w =" -7 -
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~ Corporal George P Carey, 31189527, (then private), Field Artillery, United
States Army, for meritorious service during military cperations ageinst an enemy of
the United States, or 14 July 1944, near * ® #* _ Narmandy, France, Having finished
firing on enemy strong points, o  tank destroyer was changing positions when 1%
slid from an embankment, throwing a track., Corporal Carey, withouh regard for his
personal safety, went %o secure aid from-anotvher tank destroyer., This was an errand
of 150 yards completely exposed to heavy enemy 7ive, Upen rebturning to the destroye
er, Corporal Carey worked coolly and withoub regard for his personal safety, under
heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire for an hyur and fwenty minubes, alding in Te-
placing the track, and marned the gun and replaced amauaition whica had fallen from
the destroyer when it silpped into the ditch, The high degres of courage and faith-
fulness to duty on the part of Jorporal Carey meterially contributed %o the recov-
ery of the disabled tamk destroyer, its return *o ssrvice, and eventually to the
success of the operation. ZEntered millitary servico from Connsenticut.

Corporal Hoscoe P Reeves, 34008625, Field Artillery, United States Army, for
meritorious service during military operations against an enemy of the united States
on 14 July 1944, near * % #  Normandy, France, Corporal Reeves! platoon supported
an infantry company in attack, After having fired upon an enemy strongpoint, one
of the tank destroyers was being moved to a supplementary firing position when it
slipped dnto a ditch, throwing a track, The erews of two destroyors combined to
extricate the destroyer from the ditch and replace the track, Replacing the track
was an extremely difficult operation because of the lack of tools, necessitating
the resort to the field expedient of using a towing cable, with power from a second
destroyer, to make the repair, The task required an hour and twenty minutes, dur-
ing which time Corporal Reeves and the :6ther members of the two crews worked under
heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire, The endeavors of Corporal Reeves, who
worksd coolly and without regard for his personal safety under enemy fire for a
long period of time, resulted in saving the tank destroyer from destruction by the
enemy and in its return to service, and contributed materially to the success of
the military operation., Entered military service from North Carolina.

Technician Fifth Grade William C Laughter, 20408711, Field Artillery, United
States Army, for meritorious service during military operations against an enemy of
the United States, on 14 July 1944, near * * ¥  Normandy, France, Techniclan
Laughter's platoon supported an infantry compeny in attack, After having fired
upon. an eneny strongpoint, one of the tank destroyers was being moved to a supple-
mentary firing position when 1t slipped into & diteh, throwing a track., The crews
of two destroyers combined to extricate the destroyer: from the ditch and replace
the track, Replacing the track was an extremely difficult operation because of the
lack; of tools, necessitating the resort to the field expedient of using a towing
cable, with power from a second destroyer, to meke the repair. The task required
an hour and. twenty minutes, during which time Technician Laughter and the other
members of the two crews worked under heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire, The
endeavors of Technician Laughter, who worked coolly and without regard for his per-
sonal safety under enemy fire for & long period of time, resulteld in saving the
tank destroyer from destruction by the enemy and in its return to service, and
contributed materially to the succass of the military operation., IEntered military
gservice from North Carolina, )
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 Technician Fifth Grade Willie O Sykes, 14035072, Field Artillery, United States
Army, for meritorious service during military operations against an enemy of the
United States, on 14 July 1944, near ™ * * , Normandy, France, Technician Sykes!
platoon supported an infeantry company in attack, After having fired upon an
enemy strongpoint, one of the tank destroyers was being moved to a supplementary
firing position when it slipped into a ditch, throwing a trock, The crews of
two destroyers combined to extricate the destroyer from the ditch and replace
the track, Replacing the track was an extremely difficult operation because
of the lack of tools, necessitating the resort to the field expedient of using
a towing cable, vith power from a second destroyer, to make the repair. Thae
task requirved an hour and 20 minutes, during which time Technician Sykes
and the other members of the two crews worked under heavy enemy artillery and
mortar fire. The endeavors of Technicien Sykes, who worked coolly and without
regard for his personal safety under enemy fire for a long period of time, re-
sulted in saving the tank destroyer from destruction by the eneny and in its
return to service, and contributed materially to the success of the military
operation, Entered military service from North Carolina,

Private First Class Claude F Cornett, 34013057, (then private), Field
Artilléry, United States Army, for meritorious gervice during military operations
against an enemy of the United States, on 14 July 1944, near ™ * * , Normandy,
France. Private Cornett's platoon supported an infantry company in attack.
After having fired upon an enemy strongpoint, one of the tank destroyers was
being moved to a supplementary firing position when it slipped into a ditch,
throwing a track. The crews of two destroyers combined to extricate the destroyer
from the ditch and replace the track, BReplacing the track was an extremely
difficult cperation because of the lack of tools, necessitating the resort to
the field expedient of using o towing cable, with power from a second destroyer,
to meke the repair, The task required an hour and 20 minutes, during which time
Private Gornett and the other members of the two crews worked under heavy enery
artillery and mortar fire, The endeavors of Private Cornett, who worked coolly
and without regard for his personal safety under enemy fire for a long period
of time, resulted in saving the tank destroyer from destruction by the enemy
and in its return to service, and contributed materially to the success of the
military operation, —Entered military service from Tennesses.

Private Tirst Class Boyd Driggers, 14006960, Field Artillery, United States
Army, for heroic servlice in connection with military operations against an enemy
of the United States, on 22 July 1944 pear * * * , Trance, Private Driggers,
voluntarily joined a patrol to accompany his battalion commander to carry from
a,@osition, exposed to observed enemy fire, the bodies of two of their battalion
officers which had been lying there for two days, Prior detalls endeavoring
to evacuate the bodies had been driven away by enemy fire. The proximity of
the bodies of their officers had a very demoralizing effect upon the personnel
of a vital defense position, The patrol of which Private Driggers was a nemoer
proceeded for o distance of one mile to secure the bodies, place them on litters
and carry them away. The patrol was under enemy fire all the while. It was -
necessary that one of the bodies be extricated from debris. Enenmy artillery
fire incrensed in intensity during that part of the operation, The service
of Private Dricgers, performed under enemy fire, without regard for his own
safety, resulted in the removal of the bodies of the two officers and contributed
to the defense of * * * , Entered nilitary service from South Carolina.



| RESTRICTED

| [ == ]

Sec 111 G0 18 Hq B5th Inf Div 12 hug 44 contd - - = - =

| Private Firet Class Harold B Montgomery, 36260490, Infentry, Unlted Stotes
Army, for heroic service in comnection with military operatlons against an euneny
of the United States near # ¥ %  Trance, on 16 July 1944, While his company
was jengaged in an atback, the mortar section to which Private Montgomery w:.s
assizned, exhausted its supply of ammunition, In order to revlenish the suwyly
and | supvort the attack of the company, he voluntarily crossed an open field
through heovy eneny artillery, mortar and small arms.fire, meking three trius
in @11. “ig actione in procuring vital ammunition at the risk of his own life,
enabled his sectlon to continue its support, fereilitating the accomplishment
of the mission of his compeny, The heroie service, disregard. for personal safety
and unselfish loralty of Private Montzomery in these circumstances, reflects
eredit upon tie military service, Entered militory service from Wisconsin,
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