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I - SITVER STAR MEDAL. Pursuant to authority contained in AR 600~45, dated
22 September 1943, as amended, and Circular 66, Headquarters First United States
Army, 18 May 1941, as amended, the Silver Star Medal is awarded to the following
of ficers end enlisted men of this command:

-~ Captain Francis C Mason 0387134, Infantry, United States Army, for gallantry
in action, 15-17 July 1944, in the vicinity of * ¥ ¥ lomandy, Trance, During
this period, Coptain Mugon dhatinguished himself in his losde¥ship of his company
in 'the operations leading up to and in the attack on * % %, On 15 July he led
his company in a successful enveloping movement againgt an enemy'p591tion causing
the initial enemy defenses to fall, after which he maneuvered his company and
: succeaded in gtraightening the battalion 1ine facilitating the battalion attack

agalnst Hill Fumber 122, On the following day, he led a deep penetration inte
the enemy main line of resistance and by resoreeful leadership, held his galas
for two days, although his right flank was exposed and in the face of heavy eneny
-fire and counterattacks, -and although Gaptain Mason was suffering from a severe
concussion resulting from the explosion of an enemy shell in his observation post.
On 17 July, Captain Mason personally dirscted -the movement of attached tanks,
W h*ch resulteu ir the penetration of well-prepared and strongly-defended enemy
positions, The gallantry, tenacity of purpose, disregard for personal safety and
the 1eadersa1p of Chptain-Mafon in battle, reflect credit upon the iilitery sere
vice, Bnteroc nilitely service from Nebraska.

Captain Lorin 5 McCown 0419817 Infantry, United States Army, for gallantry
in action near * % * Normandy, France 15-17 July 1944, During this period,
Captain McCown was in command of & company in the operations leading up to, and
in the attack resulting in the capture of * * *, On 15 July he skillfully led
his company in a successful envelopment of enemy defenses, penetrating the enemy
lines, and although his left flank was exposed, accomplished the mission of hold-
ing his gains through the following day, during which his position was coastantly’
under heavy concentrations of enemy fire. He personally directed supporting
artillery fire, On 17 July Captain McCown led his company in the attack from the
open turret of a tank where he was exposed to enemy fire, and although severely
‘wounded by an enemy machine gun, he refused evacuation and continued to lead his

company, over-running enemy positions and penetrating the enemy lines, He quit
his post of duty only when ordered to the aid station by his battalion commander,
The, .gallantry, tenacity of purpose, disregard for personal safety, and leadership
in battle by Coptain MeCown reflects credit wpon the military service, ZIntered
‘military service from YVebraska, _

" Technician Fourth Grade Tarl T Spengler 20726741, Medical Department, United
States Army, for gallantry in action in the * % ¥ gector, Wormandy, France, 1l
July 194% When 6bsarving a fiald covered by enemy machine guns. emplaced in
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borderlng hedgerows, Technician Fourth:Grade Spengler  saw angther soldier
fall from enemy machine gun fire, ignoring enemy,. machine gun and eniper fire, and
with&ut regard for the danger to hie own life, he left the concealment of the
hedges, made his way to the wounded soldier, ‘and removed him to & covered. area,
where he constructed a litter and carried the wounded soldler to an aid station.
The gallantry in action, disregard for personal sefety,. unselfish loyalty to his
comrade, tenacity of purpose in performance of his.duty resulted in saving the life
of the wounded soldier, reflects: the’ highest credit upon Technician Fourth Grade’
Spenglar and is in accord with the high traditions}of tha milltary service.,
Entere& military service from Kansaﬂ e ; _

Gorporal Robert W Godfirnon 29?21?13, Infantry, Uhated States Army, for
gallantry in action on Hill Number 122 in the vieinity of * M » Wormandy, France,
on 15 July 1944, When two of his comradas were wounded by enemy machine gun fire
and yere lying exPOSed ‘to further fire, squad leadér Godfirnon, with another
member of his squad, crawled to the wounded soldiers, threw smoke grenades into
the qnemy machine gun p051tion'b1inding the enemy and causing a cessabtion of enemy
fire{until the wounded meén were removed to a position of gafety, The gallantry in
dctiogh, courage and unselflsh loyalty to his comrades displayed by Corporal’
Goafﬂrnon, acting with disregard for his own safety, resulted in saving the lives
of the wounded soldiers, reflects credit upon this individual and is in accord with
the ﬁigh tradltlons of the military service, Intered military service from Nebr-
ask.a.; s 2 , .

1PriVate First Glaaa Mihchall R Helton 20?91?20, Infantry, United States Army,
for géllantry in action on Hill Number 122 in the vieinity of » * » Normandy,
Franc@, on 15 July 1944. When two’of his comrades were wounded by enemy macnlre
fire and were lying éxposed %o further fire, Private Helton, together with his
squad leéader, crawled to the wounded soldiers, bthrew smoke grenades into the enemy
machlqe g position, blinding the enemy and causing a oessatlon of enemy fire Wi
11 t:e wounded men were removed to a positlon of safety., The gallantry in actlon,
courage, and unselfish loyalty'to his comrades displayed by Private Helton, acting
with' disregard for his own gafety, resulted in saving the lived of the wound.ed
soldisrs, reflects credit upon Private Helton and is in accord with. the high tradi~
tlonslof the mllltary service, Entered mllltary‘servlce fonm Yebraska,

i iI ~~ BRONZE STAR ME&AL Pursuamt to authdrity coﬁtained in AR 600-45, dated
23’S-ftember 1943, as. amanded and Circular 66, Heaﬂqu&rtera Firvet United States
Army, 118 May 1944, as amen&ed, the Brongze Star Medal is awarded to the following

officﬁ{a-anﬂ enllstsd men of thls command*

:*ﬁ'eutenaat Colonel’ Alfora ¢ Boatsman 0244530, Infanhry, Uhited States Armyu
forfm%fitorious service in connection with military operations against en enemy of
Mitel States, in the vicinlty of » * * Normandy, France, during the period
16-19 [July ‘1944, COolonel Boatsman, in commanding the First Battalion of the * * *
Infenfry, during the operationa tcrminat:ng in _the capture of ™ % X* ﬂ13plaVGd an
:"dinb degroee of leadership. | Throughout tha operation, he kept hig commend
qell forward, maintaining constant reconnsigsance and control of his battalion,
Hig p;'sonml bravary in rallying his troops when his command post was over-Iun by
anemyntroopo was & splendid example for his command, His quality of leadership and
nis fdarlessness under ‘heavy enemy fire were vitally conducive to the guccessful

accomjllshment of the battalion mission, Entered militarv service from Nebraska.
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- Lieutenant Colonel Douglas G Dwyre, 017635, Field &rtillery, United Stotes
Ammy, for meritorious service in connection with military operations against
an cnemy of the United States. DTuring the period 15-18 July 1944, in the vicinity
of ¥ * * Nornandy, Frence, Colonel Dwyre commanded the * * * Field Artillery
Battalion which supporteﬂ the * * * Infantry during the attack which resulbod
in the capturc of * * * | His leadership, resourcefulness and close attontion
to duty - - wes outstanding throughout the action. Through nain-
tenance of closc personal contact with the infantry by visiting its cormmand post
and front linc positions, by making personal reconnaissance to the front and by
placing forward observers in the most advantageous positions, Colonel Dwyro wes
enabled to direct the fire of his battallion so as to offer the infantry the bost
possible support in this attack, his actions immeasuradly facilitating the suc-
cesg of the operation, Intered United States Military Acadeny from Nevada.

| Lieutencut Golonel Alfred Lhomscm 0235927 Infantry, United States Arny,
for meritorious scrvice in. connection with ﬂilitary operations against an
eneny of the United States in the vicinity of * * ¥ MNormandy, France, 14-19 .July
1944, During this period Colonel Thomsen led his battalion in the aparaﬁicns
1eadin€ up to, and in the attack which terminated in the capture of * * * 1y
our| forces, in on outstanding and eggressive manner, Hig coursge and disrosard
forahis personnl safety os evidenced by his refusal to be evacuated after being
wouqded’by sholl fregments served as an inspiration snd example t0 the menbers
of his cormand, Hls active and sggressive leadership imbued his men with con-
fidence and wos directly responsible for the battplion's successful accomplish-
menﬂ of 1ts nission in thls operation., Intered military service from Nebraska,

Lieuterant Colonel Denver W Wilson, 0278007, Infentry, Unilted States Army,
for neriturlous gervice in connection with military operations against an enery
of the United States, in the vicinity of * * * Wormendy, France, during the
pertod 15-18 July 1944, Colonel Wilson commanded the Second Battalion* #% Tnfantyy
in ﬁbe operations which resulted in the capture of * * % | Hig leadership through-
out jthe operntion was outstanding. He wus particularly aggressive in malntaining
control and coordination within his command, personally taking charze in two
instences where difficulties arose within companies of his battallon, and when
a company comnander became a casualty at the outset of an attack., His courage
and ‘personal bravery in the face of the enemy, served as an inspiration to 21l
the |troops in his command. His qualities of leadership and agsressivenecss
1nneasurﬁb1y facilitated the successful accomplishment of the battalion mission,
Ihtqred n;lltany service from Nebraska,

I First Lieutenant Scott P Cooper, 0415169, Field Artillsry, United States

3, for outstanding achievement in action against the énemy in the * * *
iﬁZﬂor, Normandy, France, 13 July 1944, When an infantry patrol which reinforced
theltank destroyer platoon commanded by -Iisutenant Cooper had been pinned down
by enemv fire, he brought fire to bear on the enemy position on two different
occaaions, enabling the patrol to withdraw. The 1eadership of Liesutenant Cooper
in maneuvering the tank destroyers and: placing fire upon the enermy at the most
progitious moment was-outstanding, During ‘the withdrawal of the infantry patrol
under cover of the tenk destroyers, Lieutenant Cooper personally and from an
exposed position directed the evacuation of four wounded infantrymen, - Tho.
meritorious achievement, initiative, and leadership in battle, and disregard for
parspnal safety - aiSplayed by Lieutenant Cooper on this occasion reflects credit
upoﬁ him end is in accordence with the n15h traditions of the nilitary sex rviced:
Entered militoxry service from North Carolina,’
Gontﬁ - e 3-
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. Staff Sergeant George J Tiedje, 37034244, Infentry, United States Army, for
heroic achievement in connection with military operations against an enemy of the
United States on 15 July 1944, near * * * Normandy, Frence, Stoff Sergeant Tiedje
wag. acting in the cepacity of squad leader. -During the period that his platoon
wag moving Into position for the purpose of attack, it was constantly harassocd
bty the fire of numerous snipers, in addition to being subjected to heavy machine
gun, mortar and artillery fire. He, of his own volition, advanced to a position
in %he open, voluntarily exposing himself to enemy fire, in a measure drawing it
to himgelf and away from the platoon, Staff Sergeant Tiedje was actively onnaged
in firing at a sniper when he was wounded by enemy fire., The unselfish loyalty
of Staff Sergeant TiedJe to his comrades =nd his actions without regard for per-
sonal safety, facilitated in a great measure the advance of his platoon against
the enemy and contributed materially to the final success of his orgenization
in this action. Intered military service from.Nebraska, -

- Sergeant Alexander W Wilson, 31065352, Field Artillery, United States Arny,
for heroic service in connection with nilitary operations against an encrmy of
the United States in the vicinity of * * * gsector, Normandy, France, 13 July
1944, In an engagement agzainst the eneny, Sergeant Wilson was gun commander
in @ tank destroyer when his vehicle struck an enemy mine, disabling tho bank
desgroyer and wounding him, . Observing a friendly infantry patrol in the vicinity
pinned down by hostile firg, Sergeant Wilson continued to fire his gun into the
enemy position, silencing three machine guns and accountingz for a probable enery
observefion post., His actions enabled the patrol to withdraw from that location,
After his gun jammed and he was about to board another tank destroyer, Sergcant
Wilson observed some wounded infantrymen to his front. He proceeded under cnery
fire to carry two wounded soldiers to the safety of the tank destroyer for evac—
uaﬁion to the rear, The tenacity of purpose of Sergeant Wiléon, his disregard

";ieoﬁg-credit upon the military service, Fhtered military service fron
.Haqsachusetts, 7 ; : ;

| III .. BRONZE STAR MEDAL (Postrumous Awerd)., Pursusnt o authority con-

taﬁned in AR 600-45, dated 22 September 1943, as amended, snd Circular 66, Head-
quarters First United States Army, 18 May 1944, as amended; the Bronze Star
Me%__'is-awarded, posthumously, to the following enlisted man of this commend:

_fogihis own personal safety, and his unselfish loyalty to his comrades in arns |
re

| Private First Class Sam Bycheck, 32556437, Field Artillery, United States
my, for hereic service in connection with military operations against an en-

emy' of the United States, in the * * * gector, Jormandy, France, on 13 July 1944,
?#fyate First Class Bycheck, a cannoneer in a tank destroyer, was about to leave
the area where an engagement had just taken place, when wounded infantrymen were
@;hpgvared to the front, He left the comparative safety of the tank destroyer
@ proceeded under enemy fire in the company of another soldier, td the wounded
Fantrymen and evacuated two of them to the safety of his armored vehicle,

g disvezard for his personal safety and unselfish loyalty of Private Bycheck,
flects credit upon the military service,  Mtered military service from New

By command of Major General BAADE:
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