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AN/RD OF DISTINOUISHID—SERVICE CRO8S. By dircotion of tho President, under the
proilul@nl of 1} 2 Septembor 1943, us amended, und under nuthdritv oON=
tained in Ciroular ﬂc 38 Headquartors Europuan Thawtor of Operations, Unitod
stuteu Army, 20 Mareh 1944, as amended, tho DietinguishedeSorvice Croes 1 nwﬂrded

Intnntry 14 C ) ,;Huten Armw. for oxtrrordinary. h‘rqiam in aannuetton with
military operacacnu agnlnot the onomy from 6 August 1944 to 12 /ugust 19044, in
Frinoes On 6 Auguet 1944, the battalion of which Major Erichson is & mumber wis
assignod the missfon of holding tho high ground around Mortain, Franeq, anc the
towm itaolfs During the night of 6 August 1944, tho battalicn was hit by ¢« strung
and numorieally superior onemy foree and oomplotaly surrounded, The majority of
the mombora of the battalion headquarters, situatod in the town of Mortnin, wore
svantussly killed or captured, with but a few manniing «vo' osonpes Mujor Brtchlon'a
oompany was amons those units imolated on Hill 314 by tho suddgn vnemy thrust,
immedictely assumed command of the romaining units of tho battalicn, He nrganlaed
prtrole, muintained ceprunications, dircoted operations of tho unite 1solatod on
Hi1)l 314 and performod horofeally for tho entire six days of isclations Ho riskod
his 1ife innumerable times in ohocking and enocuraping his men and though the onomy
prossuro wags unrolont!ng, he displayed unsurpasaed heroiam. Fnoed with a shortage
of water, food »nd medical supplics, the pituation at timee becoming séomingly
hopolons, Mejor Briehson stendfhstly rotviec when approaehod zy the enomy with an
offer of honprabYe surrander. Nevur once did he wiver in his ﬁétarm{natlon to hold
aut ngainat almast eurtain dofent, realisiig the dieaster should: wmy goin
Hill 81&. Htl parlqnul courn-e nnd her@io oxnnpln 20 lnlptxa& tha ‘mon unéar hi'

all ccltl. The oxtrnordinarv heratum nnd ogurn”cnul o@tgann QP lnjgr Eriahloa
rafleot groat oradit upon himeslt and are-in kosning with tha highest Trrdi%lone
of the military servico., BEntired militery sorvice from Iow:.

Captain Ralph A. Kerloy (then Pirst Lioutonant) 01807569. 120th Infantry Rugt-
mant, 30th TRATANCPY DIvialon, Unitod Statos Army s Enterad military servies from
Tuxnge

Oaptain Runal B. Woody, Jr.(thun First Lioutennn\) 013096428, 120th Infuntry
Rogimont, S0%h Infantry Division, Unitod States Army. BEntorod military uorvioo
from Yirginla.

First Lisutenant Jouo“h C. Ramnur. 01293114, 120th Infantry Rogiment, 30th
Infrintry Divisicn, 1 Fys Entorod military servica from Punnaylwinia,
For -xtruordlnary harmium in oonnsotion with military cperations agninet the

onony from 6 August 1944 to 12 jugust 1944, {n Framco. On 8 Auguat 1944, emoh
of tho above officers was in oommnnd of a ocmpany of thu battalion to which was
asaignod the mission of holding tho high geounc around Mortain, Fronce, and tho
town fteclf, Qurlng,tha night of 6 August 1044, tho hattalion wea hit by a strong
and numerieally superior anomy forod and eamplotaly surroundads Tha majority of
tho membors of the battalion hardquarters, situatad in the towm of Martnin, wore
oventually killed or oaptured, with but & fow managing to vseape. The companiue
commanided by the adowe officers ware isalated on 1111 314 by tho sudden anemy
thrust, Enoh of these offiocers imnadiatoly asswn:d parsonal dircotion ¢f ewery
phias nf tho netion of hie respective company and narfnmad harcleally for the
sntiry aix days of the lsolations Thoy rllkaﬁ hedr lives inuumuvabla times in
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ochooking and encouraging their men and hough the cnemy pressure was uarelentisg,
they displayed unsurpassed heroimm. Faced with a shortago of watér, food amé
mecdical supnlies, the situation at t!-i08 boooming seemingly hopeless, they stead=
fastly refused when approached by the onomy with an offer of honorsble susronders
Nover onee did they waver in their detormination to hold out againat almost ner=
tain dafont, roalising the disuster should the enemy gain Hill 314, Their por-
sonal ocurnge and heroio example sc inspired their men that thoy exaorted their
suprome affort¥ %o hold this stratogio position at all costa. Tho extraordinary
horoiem and ecuragoous aotiona dieplayed by thoso afficers refloot groat orodit
upcn themaelvos and are in keoping with *ho highest traditions of the military

sarvice,

_ Firet Licutenant Robort J. Henglein (then Seeond Lioutenant) 01294664, 119th
Infantry Rogimont, ¥OWR IRIWRH vision, United Statos Army, for uxtraordinary
horolsm in connmection with military operations against tho enomys On 81 August
1944, {n an attack on La Mrce, Pramco, Lioutenant Hengloin lod'his platoon into
the town, along with another platoon of his company. Whon thoy suddonly uneountop-
ud roili.iiﬁnhiin%‘m enemy machine guns, mortars and threo cnomy tanks, the two
platoons withdrew, lenving Liuvutenant Honglein and about twelve men to fuce the
onomy. With complete disresard for hia own perscnal snfoty, Lisutonant Henglodnm,
nrmed with a rookes launcher, movod forwnrd, oxpﬁ-ihc‘himdair to onomy fTre,”

knooked out the lending tamk, causing the romaining two iu viithdraw, In porforms
ing this herole aect, Liowtonant Hon:lein was woundvd by shrapnel from an cxplode
ing shell, Disreparding ks wouRT he Totuened %0 the rear, recrganiscd his L
platoon and again led the adtack on the objeotiwe. The uXtracrdindry heroisn dnd
couragoous aotions of Licutanant Henglein rofleot great orudit upon himsolf and
are in kesping with the highest SFXMNIONS of Whu military ssevice. Entored,

military sorvics from New York,

Brigadier Genoral, 080, Chicf of seaff,




