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AWARD OF DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS, By direction of the Prosident, uniler thn
provisions of AR ©00-4b, ¢7 Sentember 1943, us amendcd, and under authority cons . -
tained in Cirouler No 32, Headquarters Furopenn Theater of Operations, tnitoed
States Army, 20 March 1944, as amended, the Distinguished=-Service Croas is

awardad tot

orf

J 1P iorst Lioutenant Harold B._Rylden, 01012618, Infantry, T09th Tank Bottalion,
United Stetes Army, Tor extraordinary heroism in connectior with nilitary opore=
tions aguinst the enemy, On 26 Novembor 1943, Lieutonant Hylden was leading his
tank platoon in support of an infontry attack on enemy-held positions in Germany
when his tank wes hit by enemy fire. Forced to sbandon his tank which was burne
ing, he successfully evaouated tho members of his crow, 811 of whom wore wounded.
Obssrving & second tonk on fire, Lisutensnt Hylden ran through enemy fire, with .
complete disregard for his own personal anfely, to evtocunts the orew, Making
throe trips to the burning tank, ho was eble to romowo each crew momber to &
place of snfety. His gallant and unselfish aotion wns an inspiration to all who
saw him. Tho extraordinary heroism and courageous actions of Livutenant Ryldea
reflect groat credit upon himself and are in Keeping with the highost tradition
of the militery service., BEntered militury service from Minnesota, ~

First Lioutenant Everott . Pruitt, 01288319, Infentry, 416th Infantry Regi~ ¥,
ment, 104th Infantry Division, Uni states Army, for oxtreordinary heroisn inm

conneotion with military operations againat the enemy. On 30 Decomber 1944, . .
Lioutenant Pruitt, a platoon loader, led a aim-man patrol serves the remaine of . ¢
s destroyed BFTdge over the Roor Rivor in Germany. When three of his men i
stepped on eénemy mines, hecoming casualties; he rendered girst aid and ordered

hie squad to withdraw, dispetching onoc mAn %0 retufn for litter bdoarcrs. T

the arca was now hoavily subjested to enemy Anchine-gun and small-arma fire,
Lioutthant'zgg*sgs with no thought for hie owa peérsoncl safety, alternately

upon AN ndvancing onemy patrol and aasisted His wounded men. When his card

becamo jommed, he hurled hnnd gronades av the enemy, holding them dack whil J

men orossad the bridge. Learning that one of his men was not present, he coure!
ageously started to return to'ths scene of the fighting, despite the known dene

gars of the mine field and the lurking ¢nemy troops. As he sdvenced acrcas the

bridge, he heard the missing man cnll to him, saying that he had reuched safoty™s
by swimming the river, The devotion to duty and grest leadership of Lioutenany
Pruitt wore an inspiration to alle His oxtrrordinery horoiam and cOUrtgeous

motlons refleat groat oradit upon hims¢lf and are in keoping with the hggbqatjﬁ

traditions of the military servica, Entered military service from Toxas. &

2 &y : . )

V/F = soound Lieutenunt Clyds W, Hull, 0086894, Infrntry, 115th Infantry Regl
29th Infantry Division, VMIted States Army, for extraordinary heroiom in o
tion with military oporations rgrinst the enemy. On 8 October 1944, during en
atteok in Qermany, Lisutenant Hull, & mortasr gection laacer, was dirocting mor
fire upon the vnemy from an observation post when on oxploding enemy shel}
destroyed his position., Hesdloas of the known' dangers and displaying grea
age, he moved forward to within fifty yards of the onemy lines and continu
direot mortar fire. Under hir ccol-hoaded direotion, his mortars’ silenced ¢
enemy machine guna, pormitting the attacking company to advence. In the
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subsequent counterattack, Lisutonant Hull was temporarily stunned by an explede
ing enemy shell., Unon recovering consclousness, he killed an enemy scout who:.
had approached to within four yards of his nosition. Shortly thercafter,
Lisutenant Hull, efter being wounded, feigned death to let four enemy scouts
pass his post, After vassing, the enemy scouts abserved his attempt to sevure
hie submachine gun and in the ansuiny struggle, he ¥illed or wounded all four of
thems Though wounded, he courageously remained at his observation rost and .
dirccted mortar fire until the objective was attained. The extraordinary hero= .
ism und courageous actions of Lieutenant Hull reflect great oredit upon himsolf "
and are in keebing with the highest traditions of the military service. Entared
military sirvice from Maryland, I / :

Sergeant Clifford P. Hinkel, 36709357, (then Private) Infentry, 415th Infantry
Regiment, 10TTh Inlantry BIvision, United Stetee Army, for extraordinary heroism
in connsotion with military operations ayainst the enemy, ° On 26 Cotober 1044,
the hattalion in which Sergoant Hinkel was a machino gunnar wes subjocted to an
onemy counterntteck vhich had encompassed the left flank of their position. The
enomy ad brought forward machine xuns and, with intonso fire, pinned Sergoant
Hiinkel and his fellow soldiers te the yrounds Enmtiroly on his own initiative,
Xorgoant Hinkel seizod his own hoavy mechine gun and, without fear or hesitation,
draggod 1T Torward more thon ons-hundrud yards through intonse enemy machincegun
and snipar fire. Complotely disregarding his own personel safety, ho set up his
woapon wlthin plain view of the cnemy and opened {ire. For more than thirty
minutes he poured fire inta the onum position, ecusing many casualties and
noutralieing the enomy fire in that soctors Through the valiant, voluntury aot
of Sergeant Hinkol, a greve thrant to hit battalior wea averted. The extriordine
ary horoism and courrgoous aotions of Sqrpoent Hinkel reflect great eredlt upon

himself and are in keoping with the highest tredltions of the military serwvige.
Enterod military sorvies from Illincis, :
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