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22D0Dec ember 1944

I had -gone to see my brothere in the 553rd Engrs and was on oy way back
to my outfit, The people who gave me. a 1ift let me off on.the wrong road, AR
a result I was wandering throuzh some woods alone ‘looking for my outfit when
I was surprised by a group of Germans,. T dropped my gun and they took me pri-
soner., I was taken back to a 1it le villdge where I was put in a cellar for the:
nizht, In this same cellsr I met o boy” from the 4th Armored Div, Before being
put in the cellar a ferman corporal took my name, rank, and serial, mumber,
This was my only interrogation,

Next morning ( Ifthink it was 31 Oct., 1944) the lad from the 4th Armored
and I were taken to BENESTROFF where we wers put to various tasks which we
contimied to carry out all durinr the period of our copture, These tasks included
choppisng wood from the sides of trees (so that explosives could be placed in the 7
chopped away portion to be detonated to form road blocks) , makines ground for- ‘
tifications and gun emplacements out of logs and earth, and carrying ammunition,
most of it mortar ammunition in wicker baskets, This we were foreced to carry on
our backs almost to the fromt lines, We worked durinz the day, spendinc-the
nights in the cellar of one of the abandoned houses of tie village, of course,
under guard, We were given food three times a day, frequently a sort of stew
made from grain and freshly killed beef, Occafsionmdly we got some sort of
greasy posk. Once or twice we were given milk --2 too dirty to drink, I was not
able to tell if this was the same type of food the (ermans were satine or not .
but since there were only two of us prisoner, it probably was the ssme, In
general our treatment was fair; we were never physically mistreated,

lhen the Americams began shellins the town, my companion and I ran info
& barn faeing the street om which we were working, burying ourselves deep in
the hay: AlL this happened, I think, at about noon on the 22nd of lovember.
Ve remained where we were all nisht -—— until abeut 1000 hours the next morning
wnen wé ventured out. By this time the Americans weré in the town, so we re-
ported to a lisutenamt who gave us a K~ration and told us to go find our eutfit,
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