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SUBJECT: Actien Against Enemy Repert, Ai't.or After Action.

0 ; The Adjwtant General, Washington, D..C.
(Through: Cesmardibg Gemmral, 5th Infantry Dividen, APO #5, US Amy.)

1, Genersl Summary:

During the peried 1-8 May 45 the tanks of the battalien suppor tad the
Ssth Infantry Division in its drive through Germany and inte Csecheslovakia.
Resistance generally was 1ight during the entire psried amd the battalion
suffered ne vehicle lesses and only ene enlisted man was lis ted as & battle
casuslty. Maintenance and repair of equipmm Was stressed during the entire

1ed,
peried =
2, Assigments and Attachments: t‘;’
]
a., The battalien resained assigned te the Third Army throughout the ..
peried 1-8 lay 45 (Treop Assignment Ne. 9, Hq 12th Amy Gp., dated 10 Apr 45) -~ .
and attached te XII Corps (Trosp Assignaent Ne. A-138, Hq TUSA, dated 2 Apr 4s) -
and further sttached te 5th Infantry Divisien (Trosp Assignmnt No. A-L7, HG s
XII Corps, dated 30 Apr L5.) )
b. The unite were attached as follows: i~
1) A Ces Attached 11th Infantry Regiment 1 thru May LS. ‘ \
2) B Cet Attached 10th Infantry Regiment 1 thru Hay L5.

&
8
3) C Ces Attached 24 Infantry Regiment 1 thru 8 May L5
(L) D Co: Attached 2d Infantry Regiment 1 thru 3
and 7 thru 8 May LS. ’

3, Operations:

On the first day of the month the pattalion continued the road march
frem the Rubr rejein the XI1 Cerps ard 5th Infentry Division., Leaving
Schwartsenfeld (U189975) en the 1st day ef the menth the battalion moved to
the vieinity ef Unt Grainet (Q339389). Battallen headgquarters, Hq, Sv w«d v
Cempanies clesed Unt Greinet (339389), A Cempany cles od Karlsbach (2292351),
B Company clesed Freyung (Q260395) and C Company clesed Winkelbrunn (x=290388)
on the same date. Maintenance requirements cere sstimated and wor k begun te
bring all vehicles uwp ts eperating condition after the greulling 520-mlle
read march.

On the second day of t® month the battalion, with the exception of
B Cempany ¢m tinued gaintenance. The first platoen of B Company in suppert of
the first battalloen, 10th Infantry Regiment, the second platoon in support of the
second battalien, 10th Infantry Hegiment moved from Freyung (3260395) at 0900
heurs in an action te seise and held ground. Mission accemplished and 1st platoen
clased vicinity (2395357) and the 24 pla tosn moved te Phillipsreut (2350465) «

The next day Bassr Company again was the snly unit in action, the
balance of the ‘battalien centinuing te suppart respectd ve CTe am affect
’ o i[L} [7 L
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paintenance in pesitien.

The 1st plateen of B Cempany meved from Richenau (Q395361) to Prauenberg
(QL26392) in suppert of infantry with the missien of clearing woods to the
nertheast. The mission was sccemplished and the plateen returned to Frauenberg
at 1400 hours and established a road bleck prier te ressseambling.

The 2d platoon sent twe taks from Phillipereut (Q350465) at 2800 hours
in suppert of infantry amd in conjunction with tank destroysrs te Silnice,
Csecheslovakia (Q368491) to set up defensive preparatiens in evant of a
csurnt erattack,

On the Lth day of the menth the 2d platoen of B Cemp fired on targets
of oppertunity fer the infantry in the vicinity of (Q386451). Resistance was
enceunt ered and panserfam t fire received. Onms tank was hit by pangerfawst
fire but the prejectile dd net detonate., There were ne vehicle casualtiss btut
ens eonlisted man was weunded by machine gun fire,

The balance of the battalien held pesitiens, centinued maint emnce and
prepared ts support CTs in the event of enemy ent ering sone as a result of
retregrade actien in the face of Soviet forces attacking from the East.,

The 5th of May found no tactical actien on the part of any unit of the
battalien. One platesn of C Cempany meved te Alt Richenau (Q393360), meeting ne
eppesition. B Cempany moved CP to Landstreen (Q365482) ard tanks r-aminec at
Silnice (Q366491). Maintenance duties continued,

On the fellewing day B Cempany meved inte Winterberg (Q399678). The town was
captured and many prissners taken. Thwre was little or ne resistance sncountered
in the action. Twe bridges were captured intact, ene being prepared for demelition
when overrun. The actisn was aided by the Mayer of ths tewn ceming sut to meet
the tank plateen leader and escerting him through the city peinting eut menmy
trosp comsentrations, supply dumps, stc.

C Cempany, after alding infantry in cressing Vliata River against very light
resistance, moved to Housna (m.zosas{, D Cempany moved te Haldhawer (JL34429) and
A Company moved te Hersegsreuth (Q324432). All moves were of an adminis trative
nature,

On the 7th of May A Cempany moved te Ferchenhaid (2331605). D Cempany was
attached te the 2d Infantry Regiment at O800 and meved te Velary (Q503531). The
24 platosn moved sut te take up pesitiens vicinity (XQ515562) in a move te
counteract an infiltratien of enemy forces into sene., There was ne centact sith
the ersay ard the cempaniss continmwd ssintenarce duties,

On the 8th of May all cempanies were relisved from attachmert.s te their
respective infantry regiments as of 24,00, All units remained in defensive
pesitions awaiting announcement of the termination of hestilitles,

h. Results of Opsratiome:

For the second month in successien the activities of the battalion were
highlighted by the fact tlat ne vehicls casualtiss were sustained as a result of
eneay actisn., Only ene enlisted man was listed as & battle casuddty. Coupled
with the eperations of a.l units sver the entire period of ths urepesan operatlien,
the ultinate result was ebtal ned in the unconditioml mirrender of the enemy,
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1 May LS

Message

Bn closed Schwartzenfeld (Jr89971
4 Mediums and 1 light tank on road at close.
Cleared Schwartzenfeld.

Bn relieved from attachment 5th Inf. Div. and attached
XII Corps, Troop Assigmment A-138, Hq. TUSA, effective
28 april. Bn attached 5th Inf Div. VOC3 XII Corps
effective 28 apr LS.

Hq, Sv & Dog Com anies closed Unt Grainet (Q339389).
Capt Busch estimates 19-20 Medium tanks dropped out on
road, 4 lights out, 1 half-track out and 2 Assault Juns
(1 Neudorf, 1 S of Neudorf). Capt Busch wanted to know
if a guide would be sent out to direct Sgt. Ivie and
10 trucks who were left at Eltmann to the present area.
Also wanted guide for maintenance crews and vehicles
on road. H~-2 will handledin morning.
Operations Instructions 85, H2 5th Inf Div, 30 Apr 45,
attaches companitc s A, B and C as follows effective on
arrival in Division Zone.

A Co - Attached 1lth Int.

B Co - Attached 10th Inf,

C Co - Attached 2d Inf,

2 May 1945
Do; atteZhned 2d Iifantry.
H=5 repcrted foilowing to ~h: 20 Medium Tanks are in,
15 operaticnal approxinately. 25 sets itrack, 50 bogies,
2 support rollers, 2 volute springs needed for mediums.
13 Lizht tanks in, 7 operational. lieed 17 sets track,
20 bogics and 5 idlers ror li:hts.
Cbtainad permission Irom CO 11lth Inf to get velicles
assembl:d here (Karlsbach), perform waintenance and to
follow tn:ir advance closely., W1l move approximat:ly
30 to 50 miles in the worning.

4 enemy tanks at (6023), smwoting at Dusty. 2d 53 Pz

Div have elements at (700h4). 9th S35 Pz Div have elements
at (6131). 1st 3S Pz Niv have elements at (43:34). 1st
S3 not definitely spotted. Enemy troops at (3850),
Par 3, Tr Asgmt No 110, Hq 12th AG, 26 April L5 reads
as follows:
"VOCH of 25 apr 1945, directing the followins changes
in status of troops, are confirmed and made of record,
effective that date:

Unit Action
e+ T37th Tank Bn Reld atchmt First US army

(remains aszd Third US Army),
Lt. 7acomozzi here. If nothine further haphens all
13 tanks will be in by 1500,
last A Co venicles in,
All but ¢ tanks awe ine One in vicinity of Cham in mud
to sponscns. 3n Maint there. One other about 30 miles
back, track broken and tank in bank., Need 7 sets track,
85 steel blocks and 20 rubber blocks, 1 T/2 winch cable,
17 bogies, 1 idler, 1 bogie jack, 1 gudzeon wench, 1 aet
H/T and a winch cable. Advised 5-h. Status: Ba-3,
B~7, BB~l4, %¥C~2, E-1 and GB~-l,
Need 8 sets track, 1 belt driver zenerator, i idlers,
13 sprocket cap screws, 2 homolites, 6 bogies, 2 radial
engines and 1 exhaust fishtail for tank with straizht
exhaust., Advised S-l,
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2 May W5

Message
As of 1130 9 tanks in, 4 on road (5 operational).
Need > sels traca, 10 bogies, 2 suppe:t rollers
and 2 volute springs. Advised -4,
As of 1130, 13 tanks in (7 operational) L4 on road.
Need 17 sets of track, 20 bogies, 5 idlers, 2 unve
tanks in but none operational,
Troop Assignaent #8~L7, Hq XII Corps, 3G Apr Ub, is
quoted in part as follows:
"The Collowiy units attached to the XIT Cosps per
Third U.0e army Trooup assigment - *)J are
Turtiuer atiachiea Lo Jhe 9 Infanc;,f Jivision
affsctive 206 April 194b:

Unit

3 737tk Tanxk Bn

Dusty moving back this way to come on righu SMlank of
y .

Dollar so do not .iove 4 Co until they contact Tl Ylack
and a2t new locastion: (Motified A 0)e  Alse plick up
§ aen tanks ard 17 sets ¢f lizht tans .rack ab 31
Ordrisnce i morning. (Advised S~ )

3 Lay 45

sction of 2 lag 45¢  Co. attached 10tn Int.  1st
Platocn supporting lst Bn., 2d ilatoct zupporiing
24 Bn., 1ls% Ylatoon woveu rrom Co. ares QOyUL to
positions (¢395357) wiere theg seld .round. 2u Flatoon
moveu irow Co. area 203( to rul.uli 15EDT (&350465) =na
helu zjrournd. Stutuss ..-3, B.=H, -1, B-0, C-C, 0.
(BX=2, X-2 on road).
All ny venicles in,
Lt. 3mith called snd seid a bridge will ce in bF 1445
today in the vicinity cf Breiteubers (.468293).
Today's action: 1st platoon supporting lst Bn at
(425390). oved irom R‘icuenau (395361) to .raucrber.
Supported inlantry is clearing woods Lo Ll then returned
t0 sruuenbery establisiing z rosd Llock ariu reassembling
at 14000
2d Flatocn supporting 2d Bn sent 2 tunks trow

Iailip-sreut to 3ilnice, Czech. (368491) at 0800 to
combine with inrsntry arc¢ tank destiroyers in tie eveut
of a counterattack., Present locution ol treops.

Prains: (261394)

1st Pltné (425390)

2d Pltn: (350465) & (368491)
5tatus of Tanks: a-3%, Bi-B, B-2, -0, D=C.
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o Prom 4 May 1945

Lesgage

Hf} ’ HfB fodag's sction: 2d platoon fired up targets of
: oppo;tunlty tor tue infantry at (386451), Bezooks tire
received auc one tank hit by pan;crfa&st but it dic not
- detonate. One .’ wounuec by machine ,un tire (Cpl Lackey)
Loqatlon of troops§ Ne change. Tauk—status: A2 .
BA-8, B-0, C-2, »-1. '

5 kay 1945

0830 He2 - G=4 -, (-4 wantea to know number, tgpe -nd condition ol new
‘ tanks we drew, also status of all eguipwent. H-2 zmve
information an. also asked about Me24 @id wamanivion
problem . G-4 swiac it woulc be tuken care oi.

0930 B-2 H=-C 1 platoon moved early tnis morning te Al Reichensu

' (398360), Balance ef Ce no cialnge.

1330 H-2  H-H 7 of Deg Companies tanks nave new track on, 5 being workeu
C on. Should be in #ood shape toni ht.

1335 = -l in © Baker moved up.

1430 H=3 H-B “e are at landstrafe (365462). Tanks at Siluice {360491).

3d platoen with 1lst Bn., 2u platocn with 2a Bu. Status:
A-z y BA—8 9 B—O [ 0-2 [ D"l [} }.X-‘. .

1440 a2 H-4 Just returned frem ordnance. Brousht back 6 tanks: 4 -T6
: tords (3 new), 2 = 75 Radials, }4Al. 1 - 76 in Qrdnance.
2000 G-4 B-6 Tank Status Report: A-4f11/4/4, B-18/8/2/0, C~4/2/0/0,
\ »-15/0/2/1, H-3/1/0/1, 0-2/1/0/C.
6 May 194 '
0945 H-3 G-3 + Have D Co move up in vicinity oi 24 & 1l0th ror probabvle
T uze with 2d.  Avoid using M. ‘
1000 q-% 1=C  imtire Company now at Alt ieichcnau‘(g398360).'
1430 11--3 H-B * . Panks and CP at Winterberg (43996T8). Supporting 2u Bua,

10th Int., capturing 1 bridge in Winterber, last ni nt.
_ Bridge captured today was prepared tor uemolition wnen

- taken.

1500 -3 H~4 . One 144336, T6uan froa Oranaunce to im.

flg§o Y2 -3 - "° ible moved to EPRFEXEEKRIN{YB5UAE5XL Herzogsreuth (Q324432)
. 1530 H=3 1«0 - - Cowpany at ilaldhauser (434429). 1 tank remaining at
AP S grainet (Q339389) for communication between (O - e

2000 . G-4 4e6 7 Status Reports A-6-11-2-4, -23-3-2-0, C-4-2-0~C,

I By _ B-15-0-2-1, H-4-0-0-1, 0-1-1-1-1).
2100 -3 -3 - Deg Ce attuched 2a Inf Regt as of 070800 Mey 45.
2130 H-3 H-C Cempany moved te HOUZNA (420545).

2400 H=3 H-D Have contactea 2¢ Inf anc will smove to join lst bn at Q7CC.
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080C i “e received 2400 gallons oi gasolin= ot tus 15,000
allotteu Jivision gesteraays
0900 ¥ Troop Assign:ent 43, g ¥Ub., 25 Apr 45, curiirus
VOCs 18 Lpr 49 relievins 737tn Turk Iin lrom
wttaciuet ¥USA. demains assigned U,
1CGC # ' 1 - 6x6b truck receiveu irom Ordnsnce. 5ill 4o
to Abtle wus gas track,
1415 e S5 Mvizsion reyuested tellowing iniorwations
l. Yo. veiicles uesuliveu for truck,.
2. 0. Venicies with track gooa tor less tran 100 zi.
Je ilv. vehlcles with track gooc 1or less tuan 200 ici.
4. No., vehicles with eng.iae _cod ior less than
10\) Lﬁio
5. ce vellcles wita englne goou lor less taun
2UU '.}io
6. Type or veuicie an. i ine,
D Company sittin. ti,nt in V0iaxd (wboibﬁl).
Stutus Report: . G=le-l-i, B=£3-4-1-Cy .= =<-U-Uy
elHe(=2-1, Fi-4-0=(=1, O~-1l-1l-l=
"0 will sitenc o conierence inootiiow ot Uowp LOLC
8 ay. Officer wiil te precenl wl 0995, & 2uyo

8_lay 45
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events.
Bt CB24002 wey 45 tre 1o0iloviry getecneoty LIt
eiiective:
1. 2¢ Taf: Do O w )y T37 Ik bn
2. 10th Ints oo B T37T Yk Bn
%2, 11th T4 Jo A 737 Tk Bn. L
i med 01 Htio 1oL Mve  flae Sigees L4409
Stsus {eports A=6-1l-l-bH, B-25-4-1-0, Cmdmic—U~0,
Jel5=0=i=~L, H=4=0=0-1, O-1-1-1-0.
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