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SIRJICT: Action Avainst Tnemy Report, After After Action,
TO ¢ The Adjntant “eneral, Mshington, D. C.
(Throngh Commanding Gereral, Sth Infantry Division, APO $, U. S. Army.)

1., TJeneral Summary: ’

During the first days of February the battalion maintained defensive
positions and units performed secondary tank mission of indirect fire in the
nerthern part of LUXWMCIMRG. The battalion then regrouped in the eastern sector
of the country. From 7 February on the tanks of the battalion supported the Sth
Infantr; Division in attacking and breaching the STEGFRIED LINE, in cressing
the SAUTR, ENZ and NIMS Rivers and driving to the west bank of the KYLL RIVER,
East amd Southeast of 3TITBIRA, IERMANY,

2. Assigmments, Attachments, Support and Reinforcing Fires,

a. Battalinn remained assisned to XII Corns (Ltr Hq TUSA, File No.
222 AWISA, Subiect: "Troon Assigmment A-23, dtd 13 ,Aug LL4) and attached to
Sth Infantry Division (Ltr Hg XII Corps, File No. A% 322(G-3) Subject: "Troop
Assigmment A-17, dtd 29 Dec quh.)

b. The Companies were attached or supported the following units:

(1) A Comnany: Attached to 11th Infantry, Resiment on following dates:
1-2 Feb; h=19 Feb; 26-28 Peb., 1 platoon supported
19 FA Battalion 1 Febrmary, :

(2) B Commany: Attached to 10th Infantrv Repiment on following dates:
Lh=15 February and 19-28 February. Attached 2d
Infantry Regiment 15-16 Feb, 1 platoon supported
L6 FA Bn 2-l4 February, .

(3) ¢ Company: Attached to 2d Infantry Regiment on following dates:
1-li Feb; 16~28 Feb, 1 platoon suprorted 50th FA
8n 1-h Feb, One section 2d platoon supported 10th

. Infantry Regiment 9-10 February,
() D Company: 1 platoon attached 2d Infantry Regiment 1-4 February.

ce Assault Oun Platoon, Reinforced (3ix 105mm Howitzers mounted on
e b, m s )
=N Tank, ,

(1) Supported 19th Field Artillery Battalion 6~1l February except
1 gun supnorted 10th Infantry Regiment 7-10 February and 1 gun
supnorted 901st Field Artillery Battalion, 7-10 February. ]

(2) " Assault Tuns, 8th Tank Bn., ﬁth Armored Division in support
of 737th Tan% 3n, Assault uns 9-11 Febrnary.

1. Rattalion (~) Units attached, remaired in Division Reserve,
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3. Cur Onerati-ns, < A "u
R

1 Febrary - Battalien Headquarters, B Company and Assanlt Muns in
DITYKTIRCH (P8AUL120), A, C and D Companies maintained defensive positions within
secter of their respective ccrbat teams., A Comparny at LIPFIRSCVTTD (PB15L79)
writh cre ~Tatoon cat (PB1L509). C Company at BASTTYDCRF (P873LL7). One platoon
at (P8SOLE0) performed secondary tank mission of indirect fire, firing 3 missions
an? exnending 175 rounds., D Comparny in BISSEIN (P797337). One platoon at
TISDORY (P872Lh47). Service Company at MISHTIBUCH (P765368).

2 February - B Cofipany relieved A Comparny, esach company takine over
the pecsition formerly occupied by the other, Platoon of C Company firing indirect
fire, fired 3 missions and expended 168 rourds, Two tanks of D Company moved out
with 8 infantrymen and took up outpost positions at (P862508) while the balance

cf the platoon remained in %lsdorf,

3 February - One platoon of B Company perfermed secondary tank mission
of indirect fire, firing 2 missions and expending 60 rounds. The platoon of
G Com»any exnended 168 ronnds in 3 missions of indirect fire, Other components
of B, C and D CZompanies contimied to support respective Combat Teams in
occunation of defensive points, -

’ L Pebruary - B, C and D Companies contimed on their defensive missions.
3 Company platoon fired L missions, expending 60 rounds, while the ¢ Company
nlatoon fired L missions and expended 197 rounds. At the close of the day all
units »nrevared to move to new area and prepared plans to support attack of
Sth Infantry Division acrcss SAUER PIVER., A Company moved to ESCHRILER (P973253)
and D Company assembled at BISSEN,

S February - Battalion Headquarters, Assault Ouns and C and D Companies
closed at IMBRINGWN (P888235)., B Company moved to BERDORF (1L001376). Service
Company assembled at (BTRANVEN (P933188). :

6 February - All units held positions except the Assault Gun Platoon
which moved northeast of CCVSDORF (L002332) and tied in with the 19th Field
Artillery Bn, Plans were completed to support attack,

« 7 Pebruary - The 5th Division jumped off in attack to cross SAUER RIVER,
enter Jermany and breach the SIEAFRIED LINE at 0100. A Company moved out at
000 to high grouvnd (I03037h) scuth of river and supported attack by direct fire
on »ill hoxes, enemy concentrations and strong points and held their forward
positions throughont the nicht., One Assault Oun fired direct fire missions from
a point 1 kilometer east of BERNDORF while another gun moved to 1 kilometer south
of LAUTE™CRN (L03L4342). Balance of platoon held positions vicinity of CONSDORF,
The Assanlt Ting experded a total of 770 rourds,

8 February - A Company contimied to fire direct fire missions, One
platoon of B Company advanced along the road running north and scuth_along SAURR
River in zone to BCLTAIMORF (LO10LOO) giving infantry.direct fire support while
crossing the river and encountered heavy mortar and artillery fire and extensive
mine fields. Two Assault Quns moved to river front (1029380) firing direct fire
and destroying one enemy armored vehicle. One gun remained with the 901lst FA Bn.
A total of 198 rounds were expended, '
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9 February - L Assault Muns, 8th Tank 3n., tcok up positians with
737th Tank Bn, Assault ‘uns at (1L023265) and all suns, less cne which was
attached to the 901st FA Bn., continued to support the 19th FA Bn, ith
reinforcing fire, One platoon of A Company advanced alone river read in z-ne
and fired ﬁﬂint blank into enemy bunkers and tarmets, direct~d - infontr:-
commanders via radio. 5 pill boxes were breached and the infontr- ca *rod
5l orisoners.

At 0720 the tanks of B Comrany carried rations ard arwniticn o the infariry,

#3

along the river, At 1130 one ~lntoon carried 60 smcke tets, 20,000 renmis 20

calihre armrwunitisn, 2 darys ratisns, wire cablz, redrolls, mail, Tanterns,

Vercsene, and 27 assault boats to infantry at river, then fired at small targets

{
and upon the return to tank assembly area evacuated infantrv casnalties, Ore

tank was disabled by a mine,

Tw tanks of © Sommanv, equivoed with rocket lannchers, moved to \Lu2y3Ly)

in suprort of 11th Infantr and three tonks with launchers moved +-~ (10!:83h8)
in support cf 417th Infantry (attached to Sth Division for aneraticn,) The
tanks in summort of the 11lth Infantry fired one vollexr (170 rockots) at a

range of ahmt U000 rards at a hill and forest which had held un the advonee of

the infantry for several hours, Txcellent dis~ersion was achieved and the
infantry was immediataly able to canture and seenre the enemr strono noint,

10 February = A Comnany nerformed maintenance, 3 Comrmam:- tanks hal
2 trailers loaded with assault bcats to the SAUER RIVER crossing site, The
three C Company tanks Tith rcckets in sunport of the L17th Infantry fired 3
volleys, at 0700, 0820 and 0907, expendine 360 reunds, The fire was unchserv
bu*t subsequent evidence disclesed thet the fire was not eonly hichly effective
but substantially demcralizine to the enemy. The Assault "uns (=) fired 17
missions and expended 573 rounds., The cne gun remained with the 90lst T4 3n,
which was in surnort of the 417th Infantry,

od

ed

11 February - B Compary” took ur pesiticns »revcred te fire rockets, but

the additional fire nower was unnecessary as the infantr;s advanced asainst
comparatively lirnt resistance, The Assanlt funs fired 28 missinnsg at enem:-
infantry and artillery as well as harrassing and interdictorv fire, exrvending
283 rounds. The Assault Muns of the 8th Tank 3n, were released 2t 0800, The
gun that had heen with the 901st F4 Bn returned. Unarins the time the eun was
with the 901st FA it mcved into position in "CHTWRMaCY (L0S8357), fired aopro
mately 500 rourds of direct fire at enemy pill brxes and strone veoints, using
the maximum charece at all +imes and destrcyed L nill boxes, several houses
and possibly one German self-propelled gun,

12AFébruary - One platoon of A Company crossed the SAUER River under

xi-

cover of darkness and 11 tanks of B Company crossed at 200, The tanks of the

737th Tank Battalion were on 7%erman soil for a second time, having nreviersly
foucht their way across the Bleis River in the SARRTSUNVINES sector in Decemb
The Assault Cuns assembled vicinity of ITRDORF (013363) and exrended 513
rounds at enemy infantry and in harrassine and interdictery fire,

13 Febrvary - Farly in the morning the balance of A Company tanks
crossed the SAUER River, The 1lst platoon supvorted the 2d Rattalion and the
Platoon supported the 1lst Battalion in an attack to canture the hish eround
south of ERNZEN (L059388). =RNZEN was set aflame by the tank fire, Mission
accomplished and the tanks held outpost positions (057363) for the night and
prepared to contimue the attack in the morning, B Company supported the 24
Battalion in capturing and securing FERSCHWSILZR (LOLLL13) and in the mopping
up of small pockets of resistance within sector., The Assaunlt ™ns fired 20

missions, exnending 374 rounds, -3
amoere:  RESTRCTED
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1)} Pebruary — The 1st and 3d Platoons of A Company contimued the
attack and cleared ERNZEN. One extra long barreled 88mm AT gun was destroyed -
and several enemy amminition dumns were set on fire. The Compary's tank
recovery vehicle (T-2) assisted engineers in building and maintaining bridge
at 029381, by supporting a portion of the bridge b a cable from the boem, 3B
Company held its positions in FERSCHYEILER. Its recovery vehicle (T-2) was
struck several times by mortor fire, damaging the boom and final drive. The
Assault TJuns expended 331 rounds in harrassine and interdictory fire and at

enemy infantry concentrations,

15 February - A Comparyy held its pesition at FRNZEN. B Compary
remained inactive, YK Termans surrendered at the B Company CP.

16 February = One section of the "rocket platoon" of A Company fired
on an enemy concentration, breaking it up, while the other section took up
positions at (1051406) and fired on NIENDTRYEISS (1087419). At 1800 the 1st
platoon, in support of the 3d Bn., took un defensive vositions to repel possible
enemy counterattack, C Company relieved B Company at FERSCHWEILER. B Company
assembled at BERDOKF. One C Company tank hit a mine enroute.

17 February - During the night C Company "rocket platoon'" supported
the 3d Bn. in crossing the ENZ River, while the balance of the company supported
the attack of the infantry to the north., D Company moved to BERDORF. Battalion
Headquarters and Service Compary moved to ALTRIER (P986288).:

18 February - 1st Platoon A Company at 0800 supported attack of 3d
Battalion in clearing forest North of FERSCHWFILER. Mission accomplished 0930.
The platoon returned to ERNZEN and the entire company was frozen for a 2ii hour
period for traffic control purposes., C Company tanks moved to SWANVITILER at
0730, At 1300 the 1st platoon supported the 3d Battalion in capturing and
securing high ground vicinity (L03E6). One rocket tank supported by a platoon
of the 1st Battalion broke up an enemy attempt to retake bridee across ENZ
River. Direct rocket fire dispersed the enemy attempt. v

19 February -~ The 1lst and 3d platoons of C Compary, supporting the 1st
and 3d Battalions resnectively, jumped off at 0730 and proceeded to objective -
woods and high ground north of SYANK'EILTR, WMission accomnlished and tanks
returned to SHANK'WILTR before noon, At 1300 the two platnons moved ont in
support of the 2d Battalion and attacked avainst stiff crmosition toward MIISRATM
(1.00LL71). By niehtfal) ther had advanced just shert of the towm,

20 Febhruary - Battalion Headguarters and Service Comparny moved to
BEAUFORT (P960382)., B Companmr relieved A Company and maved to FIRSOUM™ILT,
A Ceomparny assembled at RERDONE, :

21 February - 1lst and 3d Platoons © Tomnany Jumred off 0630, svpported
attack to North., IIATSDORF (L023187) and STOCETN (1021h187) cleared of enemy and
one platoen held its nositions in each of the towns. During the oneration the
tanks were snbiected to extensive lNehelwerfer fire and encountered heavy mA
which hindered mobility, At 0830 the recket platcon fired on the woeds north
of SHANVWFILER with <reat success,

22-23 Tebruare - A1l urits held defensive peositions in res-ective secters,
o -

- -
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2Ly February - Rocket platoons of B and C Companies took up positions
to support resnective CTs in crossing PRUM River.

Page #5,

25 February - B Company crossed PRUM River and moved to PEFFINGEN
(OL&65).  2d Platoon with 1 section of 1st platoon C Company attacked
BETTTNTEN (LOLOSO1) and OI.SDORF (1030515) from south at 1700 against light
opposition and occupied towns by 1730, Platoon remained at BETTINGEN,

26 February - A Company moved to FREILTNAEN (P998487) and the tanks
crogssed the PRUM and assembled vicinity PEFFINGEN, B Company forded the NIMS
River and supported 2d Battalion in attack to East, capturing high ground
where positions were taken for the night, During the advance a column of enemy
infantry in strength widrawing from WLSFTLD (LO90L&0) in a draw was met
between the two tank platoons, All the enemy were annihilated except for three
wounded nrisoners and mumerous enemy small vehicles were destroyed. The 1st
platcon of C Comrany advanced with the 2d Battalion into BIRTLINGEN (110150h4).
The 2d Platoon in suprort of the 1lst Battalion was immobilized by heavy mud.

27 February - A Comnany advanced to DNALRDORF (1082h90) in the morning,
At 1200 the entire ecomnany supported by the lst Battalion, jumped off with the
mission of canturing DIMURT (L132532). After advancing about a thousand yards
the attack was tempnrarily delayed by a road block (L118506), made by blowing of
a railroad overpass. Thile waiting for the road block to be cleared the tanks
war2 subiected to direct AT fire from enemy SPs. Tank destroyers silenced one
and disrersed the others., After the road block was cleared the tanks battled
their way *o the CR (131528) within the city. As darkness set in the tanks
withdrew to the sonth edre of the city (1131526) where they took up positions
for the nicht, B Comnanv fired supporting fire into SCHARMBILLIG (L15LL87), and
the infantr;” marched inte the town without ovposition, C Company moved to
VTEISERICT (L10CL93),  Service Company moved to STOCKEN,

28 February - A Company continued the attack on BYTBIR7G at 0700 and
the entire city was cleared of enemy by 1100, The l1st nlatodn contimed the
attack b sunportine the infantry in securing the hieh ground east of BIT™IURT,
They met some direct AT fire, but silenced it and probably knocked out 1 German
tank, The tanks also fired into the town of MUTTERICY (L178540) and it is
raenorted they destrored a radar statinn, B Comnany sunmnorted the infantry in
cantnrine 207D (L173h94) by 1120 and in the afternoon fired wwods north of
SCUAFRTTTII, The 24 Platoon of C Company in support of the 24 Battalion advanced
to 3"IM (L16£h75) arainst no opposition and continued to capture DAWLEM (1181L69)
acains® nederate opnosition, The 15t platoon in suopert of the 24 Battalion
faroht dts warr to TYTTIITC (L163450).,  Battalion Headquarters moved to 2TETTINARYN,

e esnlhs of Onarantinns:

Tha Apilr reslt af the onerations might best be characterized by a renort
¥ 2 pomoarr comander:  Nans Hrauts susnrended cperaticons against the Allies today."
Jraite battering against the fixed fortifications of the SIEGFRIED LINE, terrain
difficulties, natural river obstacles, lack of roads, heavily mined areas, determined
enra1yr resistance and heav: anti-tank fire, no tanks were disabled by enemy fire,
onlr three ware disable? bv mines, two enlisted men were killed and eishteen
onlistod men ond twn officers were evacuated as hrattle casualties.
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Iline of the casalties, ineludins the twn ‘deaths, were caused by enemy
morter f9re landing in bivouac areca on 22 Feb, Several enemy amored vehicles were
~rohahly destrrved, 1 lone harralled 88mm AT pon was destroyed together with an
nndetermined mmber of other enemv wheeled vehicles, mackine mins and small arms,
“nnkets were msed with g hich decree of suceess, Miany P'B have expressed the
opindon theot onr rockets lannched from tanks are werse than artillerr and extremely
demoralizing,” (7-2 Periodic Report Me. 197, Sth Infantrr Divisinn, 24 Feb }45,)

S. Mactics.

~

a4, Smnlogyment:  Tenerally tarks vere emnlored swccessfully. However,
the termdericy tc commit tank commanies brr ~1-"rons contimed, After eieht months
~f contiminus operations azainst the enemy it has beer found that maximm success
vms achieved when the comnanies were nsed in mass, i.e., that at least two
nlatoons of 2 comnany be comitted simultaneonsly o work side by side.

be Alr-Grownd Liajson: The following plan was developed for constant
comminication between cub planes and tanvs, 3CP° 610 in nlane on ccmmon channel with -
370 508 in tanle, One fab nlane on thot chamne) in air at all +times durine attack,
Zach tanlt nlatoon leader maintains a constant listening watch cn that channel,
Sectcr of attaec!z is broken dovm into zones, 2Zones nsed for identification purposes
ar] oeoneral locatinn instead of check points, In the evant either plane or tank
are un-hle tc reach each other, the party desiring commnication contacts battalion
staticn which has SCR 608 set on both common channels and on artillery firing channel,
The battalion station contacts either plane or tanks as the case may be. Further,
when a nlane sish*s enemy tanks, the pilot broadcasts a warning on the Air=fround
Liaison Channel, (See '’emo Unmumbered, Hq 727th Tank Bn., 22 ‘Fsb L5, wxhibit "av,)

c. focket Launchers: UDaring the second week of February, launcher, rocket
4.5 inch, T3lL was mcunted on 1!, medium tanks, The larce mass of fire (60 rounds in
22 secnnds per launcher) affectively ccverins an n~rea tarset of approximately 500
wrards square makes it particularly desirable weapon., However, there are marg dis-
advantares such as: Immobilizes tanks from being used in their »rimary role;
A3 fficnlties of transnortation, hoth in ammuniticn amd in transnorting launchers
before ard after beine jettiscned; damages easily from tree branches, small arms
artillery, etc.; the Aifficulty of reinstallatinon after the launcher has heen
renoved; and additicnal maintenance nroblems. After the initial firing of the rockets
on 9 February examinaticn disclosed the following: insulation burned out between
+1hes; necessary to rewire »nractically all tubes, mamr latches were bert or broken;
a mumber of the electrical contacts were had; 6 tubes slid cut of position, It is
felt that a medium tank is rmuch too costly and important a weanon to carry the
launcher and that the disadvantages of mounting the launcher on a medium tank
mmtweich the advantares. Durine the month 8 of the lamnchers were removed. The
infantry commnnders prefer to have the tanks nrenared to fulfill their primary role,
rather than be linited t~ snecial missions, IExneriments are now being made to
install the launcher on the }'~5 Light Tank, The licht tanks have been used
crmnaratively little in the coordinate tank-infantry attack, If the lawncher can be
sneecessfull mounted on the 1li-~ht tank the supported infantry will not lcse the effen~
sive power of the medim tank, This will necessitate the installaticn of an agimuth
im3icator cr some other means of measuring deflection of the rocket firing tanks if
they are to be tied 4n with Field Artillery and fired jndirectly. Ctherwise only
direect fire can he used, which is seldem nracticable, .
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S« Tactics (contimed)
d, Tank-Infantry Radio Communication: Durine the menth 3012 300 rzdios
werc installed in the tanks, This radio is not an adequate method of
communication between the tank-infantry team, Thile in combat it is »ractically

impossible to receive communicaticn throusgh this radio. Tank engine and track
noises and the remorts of the guns make the set nractically inaudible,

e, Awards:

2 Silver Stars and !; Bronze Star Yedals were awarded within tkre
vattalion during month of Februarv,

For the Battalion Commander:

% "&'ICKFNS

Major, Javalr"

Inclosures: l - Txhibit np"
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RESTRIGTED o2 e 1918
‘dEfORANDUM? ,

UNKUMB ZRED) ATR="RIND SO UNICATION

An arrangement has been worked out with the Air Section of Division Artillery
of this division.-in which front line tanks will be able to get air observation
or radio call in a mahner similar to that which has been emnloyed in the nast,

The Corns Air-Cround ILiaison Channel has been installed in 7 tanks per cocmpany,
i.e., Company Commander, 3 Platoon Leaders, 3 Platoon Ser-eants. It is on. '
nush button No. 9. The Platoon Leader in each platoon will keep one receliver
of his 508 on a listenins watch'on this Air net at all times while operating.

The call sign of any airplane will be at all times "12A". The call Wword of any
tank requesting air observation will be at all times "HOT 3UOT".

CVERLAY:

Each officer in a tank company and each observer will be issued an overlay

from this headquarters showine the division sector and a certain distance to each
side of it, divided up into zones rmnnine annroximately parrallel with division
boundaries. These zones will be aporoximately one kilometer wide and will
constitute the sole means of air identification of friendly tanks calling fer
observation and identification of both observation and firine targets by the

tank commander the liaison pilot. ‘

SPZED OF OBTAINING ATR OBSTWRVATION:

At all times from dawn to dusk a olane will be in the air with his radio set on
the air-ground liaison channel, Tt should be assumed by every tank commander
vhether he can see the nlane or not that air observation will still he available
to him, i.e,, the nlane mar he cnerating ~n the other side of the division
sactor and may be out of sicht of the tank cormander, vet he well within radio
rance and nerfectly canahle of crming tc anr zone that the tank comnander
svecifies. '

PROCTHTRE FOR ATR CB3WPVATION RTUITTESTS:

"hen a Platoon leader wishes air observation on the ground directly hefore him,
he will call for it in the following manner:

Tank: "HOT SUCT to 124", over,

Plane: "12A to HOT SHOT", over,
Tank: "HOT STOT to 124, renuest observaticon in zcne 7, over,"
Plane:  "12A to O™ SHCT, Roger, I will be risht cver,"

Yhen a plane comes into scne he will call the tank platoon leaders and notify them
that he is flyine above him and ask him vhat specific targets he wishes observed,

EXUT3IT "a" _g:nggu*
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if a tank commander should call a plane and be unablz to contact him for any -
reason, such as for, air accident, etc., he will call 10 Relay (Messace Center
710 Station) which w517 he kept, within ranze of him a*t all times and remest
s aryation thronok them, givine as complete infrrmation as possible and always
statine zane in which ohservqtion is to be made, 10 Relar wilY then relay
messare vn staticn wiich this battalion maintnins in the Jivision Artillery
Air Yet and ther will eontact plane and if missinn is nreent, will remest a
s»eial mis=ion flowm,

TV ORANTY

Imrediate?r 1non sjtine enemy tanks, the 7iaisnn n1let will broadcast a warning
1 the Air-"round Liaison Channel, -ivine ecoordinates of enemy tanks, The
~roacernre will he as follews:

"Tank YArning tc Mot Shot and 'NAN 3¢ ", 3 enemy tatks at
369126 (or any coordinates concerned)". (NAN 3 is Base 3taticn.)

It is of +he ntmost immortance that nlatoon leaders keen one receiver on the
Afvr="round Liadsen Channel at all +imes while ~»merating <o thot they can
irmadictelr ddent i £ encrdinates of enemy armor when s~iven,

The »latoon leaders st »~ avware of the fact that esven though they cannot see
the ~Tlame; it is stil) onesratine within radio ran—-e and is ava11ab1e te come
tn ams sector se 71 advantace should be taken of this fact.

By Order of the Battalion Commander:

/s{ James W, ¥eIntyre

/t/ JRTS W, Mo TNTYRE
Capt., Inf. (Armd)
Comminications Officer

'R
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1 April 1945
LY
SUBJECT: Action Against Enemy, After After Action Repert. “ e
TO : The Adjutant General, Washington, D. C. N

\Through: Commanding General, 5th Infantry Division, APO 5, US Armys)’

l. Transmitted herewith Action Against Enemy, After aAfter Action \1
Repert for month ef March, 1945, .

For the Battalion Commarder:

SN T e v

Incl #1 - Action Against Enemy, After After Action Report. S
mcl #2 = Original Unit Journal. -~
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