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HEADQUARTER S
737th Tank Battzlion
PO ‘436

Initials RESTﬁicTED | 1 Septemoer 194

SUBJECT: Action Against Tnemy Resort, After “fter iction Report.

TO : he Adjutant General, " ashiagton, D. C.

l. The 737th Tank Battulion, attached to the 35th Tufantry Divieion, was
in action against the enemy during iugust 1944 as follo:s:

a. Period of 1 fugust to 4 August, incl: This Bn., su-ported the ad-

vance of the 35th Inf Div drom a line Brectouville (545325) to Choisel (605350)
to a position N. of Vire (632317), Division boundiries shown on overlay, .nnex
1. Bn Aittached as follows:

Med Tank Go "C" plus 3rd P1lt Light Tark Co "DW to C.T. 320.

Bn (-) attached to Tesk Force "SM",

The tanks supported ths advance of the Iufantry afalnst heavy
enemy resistance through close country which made tank employment very difficult.

Tank Losses - 6 ked Tanks

Personnel Losses KTz MTA WIA
Officers 1
M 5 10 8

b. Period of 7 iugust to 12 August, incl: This Bn supported the
advance of the 35th Inf Div in an attack from St. Hilaire (470033) to Mortain
(585105). During period 7 = 9 iugust incl, attachment was as follows:

man Co to C.T. 134

3" Co to C.T. 137

nc" Co to C.T. 320

On 10 August this Bn was ett:ched to lst Bn, 320th Inf Regt for
an attack from R.J. 584060, North to Mortain. This action lasted two dzys.
Overlay, Annex 2. _

Tank Tosses = 16 Med Tanks, 1 Light Tenk
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Personnel losses MIA ) LA
QOfficers 1l 1l N
B . 20 4 1, .

c. Period of 14 August to 19 August, incl: During this period Co
"B wzs attached to C.C.B. of the 4th Arnorac D1v1s1on in sup—ort of C.T. 137.
Advanced from Le lans to Orlezns.
No tanks or personnel losses.,

d. Period of 21 August to 24 August incl: "A" Co attached to C.T.
134 and suppdrted advance from Chatillon to Pithiviers, "3M Co was attached:
to C.T. 320 but was not committed. Bn (-} supvorted the sdvance of the 3rd
Bn, 134th Inf to occupy Dellegarde.

e. Period of 28 August to 31 August, incl: Bn Attached to Task Force
g% ynder command of Brigadier General SEBREE, Mission: to occupy and Lefenss

Troyes. Bn supported advance of Task Force "S" into Troyes and then fr
| to Joinville Le Chateau. SS o
| 1O AE
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For the Commanding Officer:

TRNEST C. LUI.IEM

Captain, Javalry
53
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0715 H=3  H=6 Our operations nezative,

1005 13 H=6 Our operaiivns negative., Doughs noviny {orvart sl,ily.

1500 H=3  H-C Waiting to move up to another area. 7xact locuticu not
known yet, Thinus going o.k. Need K and C raiionse

1555 He=3 H=A Hermit Able has moved to 558-508, Intend to move
again shortly. 1st Ba moving forward.

1655 H=5 =B Status report, Wediwe Tanks 10/0/7. Lizht Tanss

- 5/ofo, T2 1/0/0.

1916 H-5 H-6 Do you have any socecific instructions for Hermit 3.
Hermit now in bivouac awaiting instructions,

1935 H=3 H-H Hermit 5 at new location - will arranze to secure

general location of new Bn. Area, #ill give this
) ) location to you about 2030. .
1940 H-6 MC/0 35 Div Div old CP closes 1754B opens at same time at Sh>=h87.

2200 HeH H=-5 Ren proposed bivouac area location 539-U77. Request
IP at 0830, %et o.k. toni:-ht if vossible.
2230 H=3  H=C No vehicle casualties and no persomnel casualties,
1855 H=3  H~C New assembly positicn at 584=480. HNothing new,
Remarxs

Battalion moved from position (528-603) to new position (540-546) left old area at
1000 and closed into new position at 1115, One Assanlt un broke down on the move
put can be repzired in 2!} hours,

3rd  Aug Ik
0830  H-3 35 Div T3 Report. Positions (137 Inf Re: 5h2-45€, 131 Inf Reg
| 564=458, 320 Inf Reg 591-ho0. 33th Div. Lil=hi8.

. 737-5368-549). ‘
0815 H=3 H=C ‘ Correction on- coordinates siven you yesterday 590-u73.
0830 H=3 I-Y Our operations negative. Biker moving to vicinity

. 520-470. Doughs progressins to wrid Line 4l.

1435 He3 =Y Doughs abreast rid Line 38,
1430 =6 H-H Bridie and Ford at 546-435 and 581~i125.
1700 H=3 i=Y CO Task Korce at ,52=422,
1700 H=3 H=C ¥oving acros: river in the morning. (Vire).
1800  H=3 H-D Status report Light T .nks 18/0/0.
1835 H=5 H=Y Tasx Force Comumander advises no move tonizht,
1345 H=A There will be no mov- tonizht,
H=B  H4=3
H=C
1940 =3 =Y Bn will not cross river tonizht. Ry telephoned orler

Task Force Commander thru CO 137 Inf Re-t. HK-Y prepairs
to cros. tomirrow morning,

Remarks

- Battalion moved from old position (540-546) to new position (539-480). Left old

position at 0830 and closed into new arca at 1000. “n proposecs to move in tha
morning tq a ne~ position south of the (Vire) river, Lt. Hartizgun made reconnaissance
to find river crossing, route thereto and bivouac .osition,

I3
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0655 H-3 H-C Our Unit Location by Coordinates 585-419 (Correction
. on this message)(Sent by H=C)
0715 H-H H=3 Ia location given in last message for entire unit,
(Does not apply). .
0817 H=6 H=-Y We have arrived at Jury.
0910 H-3 H-5 1 Assault Gun Hq. Co should be ready tonight. 1 Tank

"C" Co, will be left in this area to be repaired,
Will be re-:dy tonight if they get parts.

1055 H=3 H-C Have moved to new location (597-390),
1154 H=5 H=3 Prepose to move at once, Hermit Dog on way to meet
. column, Send Hartigan to Jury with quartering details.
1209 H=> H=6 Do not move anything. Disregard last message from
TX0-0 at 1050,
1220 H=6 H=-H No elements of Bn attached to Task Force "S" until
) ordered by CG. .
1515 H=6 H=H ’ Charlie Company committed in final push with Blue Bn,
. One vehicle hit mine, track thrown, being repaired,
1545 H-6  H-H Task Force dissolved as of 1515, Bn,, mimus C Company
reverts to division reserve, present position.
1636 H=-3  H=C Coordinates of present location are (597-390).
1806 S=3 H=C Report on action, Two men LWA. One man SWA, one man KIA.
) 13 vehicles for duty. :
1655 H=0 H-H The Bn is to move across the river today. What are the

coordinates you desire to go into. Let mé know as soon
as possible, - - (Do not move until further orders).
(Separate message),

2020 s5-3 H=C Committed at 1230,today. Personnel casualties: two men
. killed, one slightly wounded., Two vehicles out of action,
2240 H-6 3rd . . Our Ex O is at your Hq., Have him bring back maps issued
Armd Gp you a couple days azo. Also bring back report on

Battle Experiences with Div, This report was called for
by our CO.

22)403 go . H-3 Officer to whom last message refers has left this ‘area

ra AG
Remarks

‘At 1130 CO of' Task Force "S" issued orders for this Bn to move to position in
vicinity (552-1402)., This order wos revoked orally by Gen. Seabree at 1205,

Bn., remnained in alerted status during nights of 3 % 4 Aug. awaiting order for
river crossing (Vire River) to a position in vicinity of "Sw Task Force Hq,

Oral instruction from C. G. Task Force "3" was to rcmain in present position and
not make river:crossing ni:ht 3 Aug. Reported to CG Task Force "3" vicinity
(552-402) 0930 I Aug and was advised by Cf to remain at that Hq for further
instructions, Instructions were as formerly mentioned, "C" Co. committed at
1230, one tank hit mine, blew track, one tank hit by anti-tank rocket.

5 Aug Iy

odls  s-3 H=H I will ;omply. (Message sent him recarding going to
_"B" Co.

0920 H-6 3rd Arm' Gp W¥ill time be available for limited Catholic Services
today, If so w at time will be most convenient,

0923 H=6 3rd armd Gp Can send camouflage tean for your vehicles today if you
use them, Advise promptly if one or more companies
available,
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S Aug 4l

MESSATE

llost convenient time for catholic services 1500.
Camouflage team not needed today.
Nothing new, All units to remain in oresent positions
until further orders. Now leaving for Baxer Co., Will
be at Bn., when finished at Baker Co,
Please sznd maps you don't need to us by the Chaplain.
Also Col. MacLauzhlin wants notes on Inf-Tank cooperation
or non=-cooperation, 3ays he talked to you and Kroschel
about this, Please send same by Chaplain,
Maps given Chaplain as requested., Report requested by
Col. MacLaughlin not in compl=te form due to combat
comoanies being separated from Bn. Report will be
completed as scon as unification can be .iade with
persons on the ground during action.

Call in Charlie: Co. 1mnodlate1y. Be prevaired to move
after 160, Yov inz complete in ¢ direction indicated in
conversation this morninz. Do not think we will move
until late toni~ht or early -orning, Suggest Able and
Barker Companies remain in present position prepaired to-
move, #ill be at Bn a. soon as I have complete information.
“ove of Div by actor starts at 1800. Div now assembling
Time of movements of individual units later.
Rcn O on way to your position now. Be prepaired to move
as soon as he arrives,

Capt. Stahnke has name of town from which we IP. No
present indication of destination or time of departure.
Opinion that it will not be sooner thdn midnight,.
Send Advance party of one officer in 3 ton to be at
532-1432 at 1600. There is a town at the South side of
that bridge,
Reconnaissance officer is not nere. Waiting for
instructions of location to where to move,
Meeting of all Co. Commanders at CP at once.
Moving to new location tonight. Have one damaged tank
at 597-390. Can you have Ordnance evacuate this vehicle.
Bn to IP at N. end of Pontferay bridre at «330,
Permission granted by G3 to move to IP prior to 0330 and
move off road to await IP tine. 5<nd Liaison Offire~ +
Major 7illis at Div. Bn. to be given 2 hrs notice prior
to IP .imu. Rate of march 12% wm. n. Distance between
vehicles 30 yards, Destlnatlon - Velledun-Las-Poeles,
Movement osder given to all Company Commanuers, Lt.
McDermott and Capt. Wickens sent as Llaison QO's to Div,
Lt. Yontz with radio equinped % ton sent with advan e
party of Di.. .
Our new area is to pe vicimiuy Uili-cT75.
uur pos uson Justice FWD. We will probably not move
before daylight. am standing by-will contact hourly.
Information received here at 2300 from Victor is that
no Justice venicles pass IP after 2345. Justice aavises
Hermit remain in present area until further notice,
Estimated aelay 13 hours.,

Plans have been upset. Anticipate 2 hours delay at

iP. Will notify you when I get instructions.

ey e

L
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TIME
0754

1047
1030

1200

1319
1615

1655

1900

1900
2000

2110
2115
2120

0155
0730

0800
1200
1215

1330
1323

1545
1600

1645

!2 FROM
H-3 MeDeraott
A=3 McDermott
H~6 H-H
All Cus H=3
H=~6 H-H
=3 McDermott
"H-3 H-H
H=3 McDermott
H=-3 McDermott
Al COs 5-3
Ren O H=-3
H=-3 Ren O
All Co's H=3
(‘rf 3 H"3
H~3 H=C
H-C H=3
=6 J-6
H=6 J=3
All=Dos H=3
H-D H=3
VanLoon H-3

6 A“g u'u tlm"\’ Vo J
MESSAGE

Situation at 0700 still same as of 2300 last night.
Preaunt indications kesps you in present location
until about 130u, ¥il)l advise as soon as more
inforaation is available.
Definate intormation on situation on the way to you
by Dog Co. CO. Time ot 1ove not betore 1800 this date.
New area bounded as follows: 459=010 to 468-003 then
north along road to R22 467-025, then southwest along
road to starting point.
¥ovement delayed until 2030. Stand by tor orders. Will
keep you informed as fast as possible,
Am out ot contact with Yontz. Would like to meet him
and ~uide from Bn at RJ 43b-137 to make Recon of new
area, Have guide bring map if possible,
G-3 advises one additional hour delay to present
schedule.
Qur new location is coordinates I gave you this morning.
Yonts and quartering party will you at RJ, the coordinates
of which I ezve you hefore . I am leaving him here with
506 at starting point so you can keep in contact with him,
3 advéses mew plan, llermit IP ot H plus 5 hours 4O
mimites, H hour will not be before 1700 this date. Will
advise when H hour is determmined.
H hour is 1800 this date. Am standing by for further
developments,
Meeting of all company commanders at CP at 2000,
Movement order and overlay of route to new location
issued to all company commarders - IP time - 23L0.
Column will leave this area 2200 to cross IP 2340.
Confirm this tiem.
Delay startinz time 50 minutes. IP time now H plus 6
hours 30 minutes. Please hold up column until this time,
Delay startinz time 50 minutes,

7 aug L4

Head of column crossed JP at Pontafroy.

Column closed at new position 3, of St. Hilaire Du
Harcout,

Hermit column passed IP at 0155 Pd Closed new location
0730 PD Six vehicles still out.

Have you sent Ren after rest of Charlie Co?

Wilco (Ren sent to pick up Charlie vehicles),

Meeting at Justice CP 1330,

Enemy reported 4-7 miles E % NE of St. Hilaire. 13ith
Inf. to assemble in arca 3.E. 3t ‘'ilaire - 137th Inf,.
to assemble S, of 13Uith Area and vzenerally E. of .,
Louvignes - Tk Bn attached to Div Arty (Gen Tiwek later
asked for Assault 7uns only to work with 161st F.A. Bn.
to make Rcn, N, to River La Selune and E & SE to make
contact with friendly troops. Make contact with 134th
Inf,

Meeting of Company Commard ers at 1800 at Hermit CP,
Pick good defensive area N. of Hermit CP and move "D"
Company into it. ‘ *
A. O's asttached to Jockey (161 F. A.) 7o to Jockey and
Check with C. 0. for oriers.
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MESSAGE
Medium Tk Cos attached to C. T8s. Attachment no
Bn (~) in Div. reserve. CT 134 and 137 to attack2p3p
CT 320 in reserve-L. D. Grid line 50-zcnes, phase lines
etc—see overlay-—-A and B Co's joinedCT8S at 2144,
Reported to Col Renfroe that sand B Cos had joined
their Regts. and that C Co had been ordered to re-
main in present location,
None of our units comaitted

8 Aug Lk

Jury moving, will follow to find new location and then
will move vehicles up. I will report location as soon
as known.

Jury moving to vicinity (643013), I an moving balance
of Co to 505973-

No mnits liermit com.itted

2 Report: Ren troop at ~hase lineB, meeting cnlv
scattered resistance. Little contact with enemy.
Enemy reserves reported (2nd 85, 17th 35, 708 ° 130th
Pz Lehr) Enemy operations-~small groups aétempted to
delay advance, Enemy aircraft over area 2<30-21100
Some casualties. One tank repcrted vicinity 5605
Password Worm-3tingy

Elements of 134th Inf reported on phase line C,
Assault Guns to move to new position., This word
brought by Lt, Gee, 161st F. A. Later word

received by telephone not to move thcse guns,

All of "A" Co is comitted, one platcon to each Bn.
Enemy armore reported in vicinity. I haventt

latest template references. We are forward &% miles
of Bn., position. Regt. Coordinate 556=03l. .
Rhinos -~ A; B & D complete, "C" 2 installed - i left
to install - Ord., at Vittro - Tk Status A~16/1/0,
B-14/0/3 ¢-15/1/1, D-18/0/0.

137 on objective — Rt Bn 134 on objective - Left Bn
134 encountered resistance, took out road block.,

Think tanks co:mitted in this action.

Reported one casualty, minor injuries - 35till under
operation (This casualty resulted from mortar fire
while in a rear area).

Enemy tanks reported in vicinity Notre Dame de Touche
by CO Able, He has two platoons supporting two Inf,
Bns, in that area - One platoon had lost two tanks
when report was made, Hermit 3 advised Able CO to
reassemble his platoons for this enemy counter-attack
and to contact Regt. C.P. for help.

Advised G3 of situution. He said that they had known
of situation for two hours. H-3 requested T-D help in
that area dnd G3 said that he would contact Regt. CO
Hermit 3 met 134th Inf Rezt S-2 on raod at Lapenty at
1945 and advised him of position of these enemy tanks.
Situation unchansed, 3till at present location, Am
going to Jury. Will report afterward,



TINE ] FROM
2030 H~-B -3
2040 H=3 H=-A
2056 H~3 H-A
2140 H-3 H=-H
2200  i=3 l1st Sgt
2210  HY H-3
2220 H-D He5
2330=21100
120 H=3 I~A
2150 =2 DIV H=2
TIME TO FrOM
— “
0730  All CO#s =3
R (=A5B,C)
0530 H=-3 =B
0858 u=3 H-3
0059  H-3 H-B
1020  H=3 H-1
1030 HQ D H=-3
54R ¥ED
1105 4=3 H-H
111> H-3 H-A
1120 RCN C % H-3
1 UQ
1140 All CO's H-3
1230 ,
1307 H-6 M/C 35th
Div
1500 (=3 H~3
1530 H-3 H=3
1900 H~ABC He3
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. YESSAGE

Bnemy armore mct by Able Vicinity (570-034. Be

alert for this and keep A. T. protection with you.

Enemy made a counter-attack. We have sent in |
bazooka crewxs and AT Guns to meet them., One platoon !
(Tare) is on its way back to this area to refuel, i
Tare's | vehicles returned to area. One fell out with
motor trouble., It is being repaired., No help other
than A.T. guns and bazooka crews has gone forward to

help the other two platoons. i
- Enemy tanks moving south on road from Mortain to Hill-
aire accompanied by 2 companies infantry. T. D's are

to hold them up. Tks not used,

Advised by Capt from 35th Div to take wheels out of this
area, Request permission to do so~-(Permission to do

so granted by H-3) Six tanks remainin: in that area -
told to remain there,

Request psrnissicn to move six tanks of Able to rear
area-=Tks out of contact with Her it Able C., O,

Dog C. O. advised ¢f situation and made responsible for
defense of Bn area toward St. Hillaire, All Company
Conanders advised of situqtion and told to double the
guard.

Bn Area bombed-anti-perscnnel bombs used,

Situation not s serious as first thought-6 Tks in Biv

5 forward with lead Bn--Other 3 thought to be safe,

Stop all civilians who »ass through area., They should
have pro»ver pnpers, Hold any civilians who do not have
papers or who -are not from this area and rave no gppoint-
od business here, ! T e ,.j

1A
Rt S
I

9 Aug L

MESSAGL
F. O. 1y Received thiT F. U. 0330 Bn (~) now on 30 min alert.
Bn, n.w on 30 mimute alert to move.

TD "mit with us nut on d4ifferent mission, %Not with us now,
I am movingz further east. Location I am movinr to will be

out o’ rzdio ranie. Resimental C-P ccordinates (632-946),

W¥ill send back Rcn man Lo you.

An comin - in to your C-P will report on our situation then,
Be orepared for a move about 140C,

Be prepared to move at 1400,

549002 at 1400. Rt. of mareh,
Div. moving to Notre

Move to vicinity (Villechien)
Road from 3t. i{illaire to Lapenty.
Dame at 13OU »

Co C. P. moving to (L25048-C. O. with 2nd Plat at this posi-
tion—No contact with 1lst Plat-3rd Plat is with 3rd Bn.
Make rcn of route and select new biv area,

Meetihg of CO's at S-3 at 1230 Bn moves at 1400,
Movement order issued to all company commanders involved,
014 division C. P. forward closes at 1305 and opehs some
time at 569-023.
Hermit closed new loc,tion (548-019) at 1500,
3ituation unchanged. '¥ill move to prepared position in .
case of counter-attack. Have phone contacé with Jury. 3it-
uation rem:ins same as last nd tht. Part of our forces
still seperated from us and we are unable to contact them,
Task force revorted they are progressing very slowly.
Bring your orgainizations to new Yermit bivouac area.

RESTREPTF“;
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10 aug LbL (conttd) o :

TIME 29 FROM MESSAGE
2030 ~ Able closed biv areéa with 2nd and 3rd platoons--lst platoon

8till not contacted-pvt. Lewis of this platoon reported in ‘
to 143 that two of our tanks from his platoon were hit and !
: burned yesterday 8 Aug. : .
2035 C company closed into battalion area at 2035, '
0015 Lt. Maslikosa & Sgt. Cottriel of 2nd Plat; "A" Co, missing
for last 24 hrs. reported in with 17 men of 1lst Plat. Re-
vorted all tanks of this platoon destroyed. i

010U H-6 -3 An attaching one Med Tk Co of Powerhouse to your unit. You
will probably be used at about noon 8oday.
0630 Lt. Hyman reported that attack would be made on Mortain
) Forest~=No definihe plans yet for use 0f tanks
1000 H=6 H-4 Beat meetinzy at 0iv 1100, Order received from C. G. 35th

Inf. Div. Bn becomes part of task force comoosed of 320th
Inf and Bn. Tk Bn & 1st Bn. 320th (Maj. (illis) to cross
LD ( RJ 584060) at 1500. Moves North along road to break
thru to RJ at kortain, 588097 then to hill 317, Infantry
will ride banks except first five--Order of March: C, 4, B
% attached Co from 3rd Armd "D" Co & AssSault uns to move
up left flank. Tanks to cros: L D at 1500, in column and
travel down road at 15 miles per hour. Tank otjective, Point
"B" (see overlay) Tanks to stay on the road and occupy obj-
ective until additional infantry of 1lst Bn are brought up
to assist those ridins on tanks. ’ .
1300 Order issued to all officers this Bn & Co "B", 3rd Armd

, which i: attached for this mission. )

REPCRT OF ACTION ACATNST THE ENE'Y. UNIT: T737TH TK BN

lap References: France 1:25000, Mortain and Barenton sthzets. 3ee Overlay.

On 10 Au st 194, the-'C. O, and 5=3 of 737th Tk B3n were called to the C. P, of the
35th Inf. Division at 110" the followinz order wa.s issued orally by the C. 5. and
Chief of 3taff:

"The 1st Bn, 320th Inf. Regt; suinorted by the 737th Tk Bn will attack from RJ 58
LO60 north alon: road toward Mortain. Objective-relief of 3Cth Div troops who are
eut off on hill 317. lethod of attack—-All medium tanks of the Bn will be used.
They will crozc L. D. R. J. 584060 at 1500. All tanks will car:y 5 infantry men,
‘each except the first “ive. Tanks will trazvel north on road in column., They will
"fhﬁtoleave the road., If a1 tank is knocked out, the followins tanks will by-pass it
»nd ccntimle on miscion, Remainder of infantry from 1st Bn will follow on foot and
re-cnforce those who arrive on tanxs." Tank objective was to be crocsrrads shown
on ovarlay «s points B and Infuntry orjective -3ill 317.

Ao3ULT 00 OPHRATION: 3Bn moved out at 1430 and crossed L. D. in followin: order: “C“
Cao=16 Tks, "A" Co-11Tks, "3 Jo 11 Tks="D" Co of 3rd Armd Div 15 Tks. Total 53 Med
Tks. These tanks carried infantry men as planned-Crossed L. D. at 1500. Tanks
qoved north on poad as planned, and lead tanks reached point -1 at 1BLO-They came
under heavy . T., lortar, Artillery and A. T. fire at phase line C, at which time
the infantry jumbed off the tanks and dug in. The tanks continued on missicn in
soite of hweavy Tire, cven thon:h ten tanks were knocked out before objective was
recated, OV rls chowsi, T, »ositions and areas in which tamks were lost., After
srrivin- on obi ctive, tun'ts held, waitins for infantry aid at 2100 none h:? arrived
sni tenks gerc orderei to take wp nositicn in adiacent fields and set up 11 arocund
delense, it 0300, 11 Au- W'y, one "m of Infantry arrived at phrce line ¢ to aid tanks

¢n= comoan ¢ oh Tn, had Bweparsed tenks and started north tovert Midl 217, Short-
1y alter Ywwm, Yy oLn, Wieh had arrived -t 0300 moved ferwars, The tanks conld

. ) A - . .
move ne £orther e co unfryvoratle fevpoin snd enamy eomnherentiacks, 4t 1h30 tan

Se 6" VTakr n . N s - - o
Le 0 LSt 'moroved tow rd choo }Jinthikiéu&?QFt?@'bf one dlatcon of tanks under
! kRN i { = L, ¢
i e T T ‘J g



. RESTRRTED

o mand of Lt. Hexbert., At noint =1 the tanks came under heavy A. T. fire and one
ankwus destroyed. At 1700 Zo's A % C were moved back to Tank sjervice Park., O(ne
ne tank of "C" G was destroved by A. T. fire as it left for rear area, "B" Co(77
nd "D" co of 3rd Armd Div stayed in positi n all nightand were drawn back to Ser-

ice area the next morning, 12 Aug i,
urinz the entire period that these tanks were in action they were under hegvy enemy

'ire from Artillery, X. T. suns, mortars, bagookas, rifle 3renades and small arms.
'hey had no infantry protection.

EPCRT OF ACTION A% T EN24Y (CONT'D)

'ank losses-—-11 medium tanks destroyed--2 medium tanks disa . led but reported szl-

agable,

ersonnel Ke I. A,
Yo To A 1ll B. M. 1 Officer
M. I. A. 20 E. Mo 1 DOfficer

uging thi. action "D¥ Co suunorted by O asszult ;uns advanced north on road alcng
eft {lank of medium company .dvance, This company made contact .ith 2nd and 3rd
ns, o: 320th Inf Reg and su ported advance of those units. ©ne 1i-ht tank lost
hru A, T. fire coverin: road. No casualities,
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MESSAQE '
No defimite inforfatioR om time of departure from this ares
but expest 1twﬂ1botwm:;dqtih;.
Contime maint today; no sig .
"D* o, Assault Guns and Medics closed Bn Area #33f. Ome Lt
tank lest in last ation. No casualities,
Billeting party to be at Divisien CP at 15¢7.
Be ready to move st 1200, 1l Aug 194, Move will be to loca-
K. of Lavale No other details svailable. |
will need five trucks to move, Broken down A" Co~-l}
B® 13 "C* Co=3,.
equest submitted for trucks; we should get them, Bn Will
the last to move, Will call when I want relief, :
moves 0630 14 Ang, Further details when available,

aticipate 3 hr delay—E, P, at 0930 touorrow,
I. P, time changed to 0930,

U ang bk

will I P at 1000, )
out of assembly area and crossed I P at St, Hillaire
1000, Moved to new location 3. of La Mans. S Bngjf3ervice,

?8’”5?&

~apy
i

closed new location, !

00 ready to leave at 1000,

0o B % Med Det % Ron & trains moved out with CT 137, Mission

to secure and hold Orleans. g '

On oral orders from G of S, 35Th Division, mmconhuoe
n 185th Ord, Bn near ST, s for maint

of 17th Armored Group had contacted XLl Corps, Orders for reé
1ief came from C of S, 35th Inf, Division. '
Tank Statuss 5_2'/17 Ned ‘e
0 Ligh
0O As G
G

16 Aug Ll

Ron and quartering party sent to contact 185th Ord Bn and to
plck location for new Bn bivouac area near Boulier,
Capt, Lumley contacted G~4 of X1l Coarps and received permiss—
ion to move Bn to new location, Bn started move at 1300,
closed new locgtion (653556) at 1730, Right "AY Co tanks &
one T2 sent to Ord for servigce,
jessage received by Ren runner from Ce O Baker Co "Situation=
An at Coolmeirs with our unit, 3rd pladoon moved ocut from hen
with Jury white toward Orleans., No contact for gas or oil yet
We will go until we are out of fuel, Lost onc vehicle on
march, motor burned out., Two men on road with it, Jury is
to go until out of fuel to Orleans and on past as far as possi.
ble., At least that is all that I have been able to find ocut.
Signed—Hermit Baker Time (1225)

5

~
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1% Aug U4 (cont'd)

-, BESTRICTED
TIME T0 FROM '
2230

MESSAGE . : ‘

- Capt. Wickens repcFted That he had been warned by a Fremch -
youth that there ware two Qerman snipers in an adjecent area,
A patrol failed to find anyone in the area. He plana to send
a patrol out in the morning. MFolloWing message semt to all
companies by Hermit ). "Be on ths alert for snipers—Be es~
pecially cantious about showing lights and cigarettes?

Capt, Busch reports that he ocontacted the 185%h Ord. Bn at
2200 and that thsyare making every effort to secure tank parts
and expedite the repair of our vehicles.. Lt. Hyman reports ‘
that they are now in Orleans——They have received two truck
loads of fuel. He also reported locating the 35th Inf. Div QP
the X11 Corps CP and the 17th Arm GroupClp. .

17 aug Lb o
0800 185th Ord unsble to securs tank parts and replasessnts. Capt.
Bumch sent to contact 17th QOroup
0900 Following message sent to all campanies. "Have all small arms
ready for inspection and repair by Ord this morning®, :
1100 ‘ 'Small arms section of 18%th Ord arrived in area to start work

on all small arms, - o
Status report from A, C And D : ' o
"pA"—Tanks 5/8/i  Pers-l} E. M. and 2 0. Short ;
Che—Tanks ;/2/11 Pers-36 B, M, and 1 O, Shortd
"D%eeTanks 17/0/1 e
"B" ——XTHNRK With C, T, %az
. Last report showed——Tanks 10 fit to fight,
1300 Lt. Hyman and Major Kroschel sent to contact *BY Co, Oxd, Co
working on small arms pulled out and moved forward-—No work
. done on ocur small arms -
1645 Major Roach, S-i of 17th Armd Group reported that 360th Ord. |
Bn has 15 Med Tanks and 1 Ligh% Tank ready for relesss to this
_ Bn. Capt. Stahnke left with Major Roach for Hq of 360th Oxd
Bn. T
1300 Supply Officer, 185th Ord Bn, received measags from g, 0, that
. Organization—"pick up 15 medium and one light tank drivers
from 737th Tk Bn and go to 26th Bn to pick up these tanks for
delivery to 737, These tanks are not combat loaded, This
loading will be accomplished by the 737th Tk Bn as soon as
possible, o
2100 . Major Kroschel reported that "B® Co had been attached to CGA,
hith Armored Division as of 1600 V¥, O. G. G. 35th Div, *"0" COo
alerted to pick up 15 Med tanks from 26th Ord Bn at 0809, 18

ng. . |
, T
18 Aug U4 ST : 1
0800 3~4 and Motor Officer left to pick up 17 Med and 1 ILight Tks, |
These 17 are MiA'3s and 2o to "C" Co, Present %C" Co tanks’ will
be transferred to "A" & "B" Cos, y

0900 Mr. Sharp #ill report at 1200 on exact status of vehicles '
being repaired. Ord. is going ahead 7ith work as fast {&m

1100 e T% aroeavail?ble. - G

w iV T A~=8 Ord (7Eng-l Track & Traverss s
\S\\‘\‘&\ bt 1 Bn Maint--Bngine )
L S Fit for duty

T2 Ord-Engine IR
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16 Aug bl (cont'd)
TIE T0 FROM

0800
0900
1300

1400

1700

1930

0830

1015

W30

VL

MESSAGE

B—1 Ord=-Artillery

-3 Bn 1 Tracks-l1l Engine-l
C~—3 Ord-Artillery

L Pit for Duty
Hq—1-105 in Ord-Prop shaft

b .
J A TR
lr - ; AR N

{ESTRIGTED

o. K.

1-105 Bn aint~Final Drive ‘ ' t

19 Aug Uh

1%, Col. Hamilton taken to 10 y ‘Bn.

A 19/35/0, € 5/1/0, D 16/2/0, H (0
Oord, & Bn Maint, still waiting for tank parts - should be
in today.

stgtus sent to Div,

Col., Sears, 17th Armd. Group

Tank & Personnel Status Report. ;
of tank-infantry tactics and received recommendations for

future use,
Bn, Surgeon resported that Lt

' ’ ' !

Evac. Hosp by - + Tank

visited Bn, C.P. -= Was given
Discussed past methods

o 001, Hamilton had been held

for observation at 103rd Evac., Hospital. Major Kroschel,
Bxacutive Officer, assumed command during absence of G. O.

This condition reported to Col, Sears, -
Orders from C of 8, 35th Div. sent by Lt, Hyman to move C & B
Companies to new Div, location near Artunay tomorrow, 20 Ang hit.
Ron. and Quartering party sent ocut to do reconnaissamse of

route and pick ocut area.

Major Kroschel & Capt. Richter wemt

forward to inform GG of 35th Div. of Lt. Col. Hmilten's sheense,

Report from Lt. V. Co.
relieved from CC "z,
Bn. control at 1700. ¥"B* Co
until Bn, moves to new Divis

20 Aug Lk

WB® that "B* Qo. had been

th Armored Division and reverted to

+ to remain in present position
ion use-b}y area, _

Meeting of all Company Oommanders, less "B" Co,, Staff and | %

Speclal Staff present,

"D* & “C*" Cos, issued orders
of Artensy.

Orders issued that no persomnel of
thhm.ullbemw'dmuidcofm.m‘megt‘mmty, j
north - ;

Position-Coordinates 635655,

1164, "B* Gempany to move during

to move to new locat:
.D'mo“nlt
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not received yet but expected in 48 hours® - Hermit 3.

[}

1540 From 00, 17th Armd Op, - "Division alerted for movement
‘ 210700 -~ Prepare t¢ rejoin on order®.
1900 Ron, Offiger reports thst Cos, closed new location as
follows: D~1555; 0-16303 B-1T4S.
‘ 2 mg Uiy
0900 Bn., moved from Bouliore to Chatillon. Closed at 2130.
2200 "A® Go, attached to C.T. 13k,

*B* Go. att.ched to 0.‘1‘. 320. -
Ba. (less) in support of 3rd Bn, 134th Inf., Division Reserve
with mission of guarding right flqk of Division,

22 amg L |
0700 - ®A" Co, moved out to join Ge Te 13Ye

*B* Co. Commander joined 0O of C.Te 320 - Co. remained on
alert present position.

1230 . Bn (=) moved to Assembly Area near ‘Chilleurs to prepare for
support of 3rd Bm.,, 13ith Inf, in occupation of Bellgarde.
Moved out = with ®C" & *"D* Cos, in lead, I Company

riding on tanlm Moved thru city at 1600, removed mined
road block at 8 of ity and went into assembly area at 1630,
two Illometers S. of Bellgarde, (O0hG450).

RESTRICTED
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23 Aug UL
TIME ) FROM MESSAGE
0800 Oontacted 3rd En., 13jth Inf. Orders to remain

in present ition swaiting orders, received

from C,0. that organiszation.
1100 ‘ ®)\" Co, moving 2nd Platoon forward with 2nd Bn.,

134 in effort to take Montarges.
1200 "B* Co, = No change.
1lkS All CO's, - Hq = C = D ~ Serv. = Expect movement
to begin after 1600 Pd. Destination - Thimory 1982L9.
1500 : ’ Ren. Officer sent out with Infantry Rcn. squad to
check routes and bridges to new location
1730 H-3 QBﬁrdBn Move to area NE of Thimory - IP at 1830,
1830 Bn., less A & B Cos, began move to new location =
Order of marchs "C" - "D* - Hq - Service. :
2130 Bn, closed new location 213259, Liaison Officer and
- radio sent to Joplin Blue Hq. .
24 Aug b v
0830 8~3 contacted 00 Joplin Blue - No orders from that Hq.

Word from Joplin 5 that CO "A" Co could not be con-
tacted for information concermming supply of "A" Co.

o945 H=3  H-H nCO "A" Company contatted Joplin 5%, Lt. Hyman on way
to Bn. Hq.
1300 Contacted Joplin Blue - Lt. Col. Butler of 137 Inf.

will bring a Bn to this area to assume command of
_ » Div, Reserve - Will close at 1730,

1500 CO & S~3 contacted Joplin CP and made arrangements to

~ establish closer comminication between that Hq. and
Tk. Co. attached, .

1630 ‘ Capt. McIntyre, Comm. O. sent to Joplin to set up
communication, 8-2 reports from 17th Armd Op. on two
plans for movement of Corps XII - Assewbly Area for 35th
Div, - Montarges - Courtenay.

1700 CO "A® 3-3 Message from Joplin says that your organization will
not move today,.

1945 B3 o-3 Bn. 1ess "A" & "B" Cos. released from attachment to
3rd Bn. Joplin,

2020 H-3 CO "A" Co "A" Co, relieved from Joplin, and were told by this

(Bn) Hq. to remain in present location. Report all
vehicles in area and ready to roll., Report one (1)
» ’ c‘mnltyo
2115 H=3 H-H Bn will move to area South of Chanticoq. Route of
march and time of departure to be announced later.
%B* Company relieved from attachment to 320 C.T.

25 Aug Liy
0930 ‘ Bn, moved from bivouac area to IP at bridge in Montarges,
1030 : : . lLead wehicle crossed IP, )
1220 Bn. closed present area 439496, This is 35th Div.

Assembly area. Two platoons of "D® Co. sent to investi-
gate report that 100 Germans are in woods S. of this
position. Report came from Free French troops, who

went with tanks of *D" Co.

LY L 3 i ﬂ‘u;j
! " FIS SR . 5;
ﬁ%Lu 5 3085, R v,rq
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TIME 70 FROM
1330  He3 H-H
1815 H=3 H=H

25 Aug Ul (contd).

MESSAGE

Lt. Hyman reported from Div, Hq. that new Division

objective would probably be east to 3t. Florentin,

Bn placed in Reserve, .

1 Bn 13 at St. Florentine

134 (-) at Joigny

1st Bn, 137 at Sens

137 (=) protests S. flank of Div,

3rd Bn 137 ~ N. of St. Germain {3840)

137 (=) in Div, Assembly Area :

320 - Assembled in Div, Area - 1 Bn, ready to
move to guard N, flank

RESIRIGTED

Wis
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 WESTRCTED

26 Aug Ll

Message
Everything quiet at Div. MNothing to report, wWill
come to Bn. Area later this morning. '

"No prospect of any move within next 2i hours.

27 Aug L4

35th Div, in Corps Reserve - mission to protect S.
Flank of Corps from Orleans to Troyes,

Corps objective Chalon Sur Marme,

Al]l COs advised by S~-3 situnation and told to continue
maintenance in preparation for next operation. S-i
advises that new tracks neecded are on requisition and
will arrived28 Aug.

26 Ang L4

Bn. detached from 35th Div. and attached temporarily to
XII Corps., 00 & L. Officer report at once to Corps CP.
CO & S~3 reported to XII"Corps CP W th Lt. Yomts and

C&R Car with 506 radio. .
Bn. ordered to assemble in woods NE of Vorie (330905) te
be committed with 80th Inf. Div. on Corps order,

" Column csessed IP at present bivouac area,

Column halted E. of Sens by 00, Orders shanged, due to
enemy threat 8. of Troyes. Bn. reverted to 35th Div. and
assembled at (815595). ‘

CO & S~3 reported to C of 3, 35th Div., Bn, attached

to Task Force *3%, (Ordered by Gen, Sesbre to assemble
at (237727) and await further orders in the mornming.
Column crossed IP at assembly area (815595).

Bn. closed assembly ares (237727). ~
Lt. Yonts and GAR car sent to 320%h Regt CP as Liaison

Task Force "S",

29 Ang Ll

Bn remains attached to Task Foroe "3%,
Our operations negative.

Move Bn., thru Troyes and assemble in area at (333725).

Bn. closed new assembly position.

CO and Bn 83 attended meeting in Troyes. Jollowing orders
received from Oen, Sebres - *XIII Cerps attacks besfore 0900
objective, Road from Bar Sur Seins to Brienns lLe Chatesux,
320 CT attacks at 0800 - 1st Bn on Rt - 3rd Bn on left
2nd Bn & Tk Bn plusl Oo TD in resexve.

30 Ang L4

S~3 contacted 00 320 CT and 00 2nd Ba (320). Pa commmmded

b{.é.t. Ool. Hannan, Lt, Hysim sent to Regt..Hq. as Liaison
0 (+1 ) o

Attack moved out: 2nd Bn moved to Daudes, still in reserve,
Tank Bn. remains in reserve. '

Oo "A", 654 TD Bn cormtacted. Plans made for ame platoon

of TD's to go into attack in support of each Med. Tk Ov,

RESTRIGTED 1y
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\“L
30 aug b (Contrd) |

Message

All Cot's have gone, We have moved forward. Will sit
tight until further orders,

Condition at 1100 Pd. Phase line Able Pd., Red & Blue
noving forward, reaching no resistancé Pd Almost at
Phase Line Able Pd CCB (4 Armd) has me# light resistance,
Situation at 1130 - White is moving thru here now - It is
reported that there has been a general withdrawal,
Situation unchanged.

Situation as of now follows: Blue tiree miles from
objective. Red behind Blue in advance. They are
discussing moving us forward. They are awaiting the
order of the TF 0.

Regimental CO has gone on a trip and we will be here

for awhile.

S=3 & Ron Officer visited fwd elemnts, replaced Lt. Hyman
with Lt. Yonts as Liaison.

Task Force "S" on objective, Tanks to remain in present
position, await orders from Gen. 8.

3~3 & Ron. 0 ® ntacted fwd elements and returned with
Liaison Officer after conducting Rcn of area for tank
routes and assembly areas

S=3 reported to TF "3" Hq in Troyes.and left Lt. !onts
as Liaison 0. G of S, Gen, wr“’ present at that time,
Do not antigipate moving this Bn. tonight,

Our operations negative,,

31 Aug Wb

Bn alerted for movement. 1st Company (D) crossed IP at
1830, ocompanies followed in order A, B, 0. Hq & Hq - See
attached order.

Bn. closed assambly area at 582852,

00 & S~3 reported to CG Task Force "3" at mm—h—m‘m

established liaison and told to return to unit.

RESTRICTED
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