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HEADQUARTERS
737th Taux Battalion

APO 436
1 Jan 45
SUBJECT: Action Againsi gnemy Report, After after Action Report.

TO s The adjutant General, Washington, D. C. (Through Commaniiie General,
A th Infantry Division, AP0 >, US Army.)

l. General Situation:

During the early dayé of December this vattelion remained in reserve and
performed necessary maintenance. From 5 December to ¢2 December 144 it actively

- supported the advence of the 35th Inf. Div. across the Saar and Bliss Rivers and

into Germarny northeast of Sarreguemines, During the latter part of tne month it
moved north and supported THE STh InT. Dive in repulsing the enemy attack in Luxem=
bourg and in forcing the Germans to withdraw to the Northeast haéks of tne SBUERRIVER
in the ECHTERNACH area.

2, Assigmments, Attachments, Support and Reinforcing Fires:

a8, Battalion remained assigned to XII Corps (Ltr Hq TUSA, rile o 322,

GNMCC, Subject: Troop Assignment A-23, dtd 13 Aug uit) and attached to 35in Ini uiv
(Ltr Hq XII Corps, File No. AG 3¢2(G-3), Subject: Troop Assigmment A-2, dud 15 Aug
L) until 23 Dec 4l when attached to tine 5th Inf Div.(Ltr Hq XII Corps, File Ho.
AG 322(G-3), Subject: Troop Assigrment A=17, did 29 Dec Li).

1y 5~171230 Dec, Co. A attached 134 Inf Regt; 20-23 Dec. attached 320
Inf. Regt; 23-27 Dec. attached 2d Inf. Regt; 27-29 Dec. 1 platoon attached 2d Ini. Regt

2, 10-22 Dec. Co. C attached 320 Inf. segt. 23=31 Dec attached 11
Inf Regt.

Regte

3, 15-22 Dec. Co B attached 137 Inf Regt; 23-27 Dec attached 10 Inf

?. 171230-22 Dec Bn (-Co C and Co A from 20 Dec) attached 137 Inf Regt.
e 25=27 Dec. Go. D attached 2d Inf. Regt; 27-29 Dec attached to

11th Inf. Regt.

6. 18-23 Dec. Assault Gun Platoon supported 219th F& Bn with

3. Our Operations:

a. Period 1-4 Dec. The entire Bn assembled at BEERING (Q2L837L4) in
35th Inf. Div. reserve and performed maintenance. No vehicle casualties; no
personnel casualties, :

b, Period 5=221000 Dec., During this period one or more companies actively
supported units of the 35th Inf, Div, in the crossing of the SAAR and BLIES RIVERS
in the SAAREGUEMINES area and in securing a bridgehead on German soil, Co. &
cledared BERMERING 50600 Dec and advanced with the 3d Bn, 134th Inf, through
ST. JEAN-ROHRBACH (Q377478), PUTTELANGE ithBSOh;, ERNESTVILLER (QU33520), WCUSTVILLER
(Q470532) ROTH (Q490536) and NEUFGRANGE (Q506534). On the following day the tanks -
remained at NEUFGRANGE prepared to advance upon the completion of a treadway oridge.
On 7 Dec the Co. remained in regimental reserve, During the next two days the platoons
of the Co assumed positions on high ground west of the SAAR RIVER.

-]l -
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The infantry aavanced to the river and the tanks rired direct iire at targets
designated by the infantry and at targets of opportunity. Communication was
established between the intantry amd tanks via SCR 300. On 10 Dec the tanks

of A Co crossed the SAAR HIVER and assembied vicinity of SARREINSMING (Q541563).
On the following day C Co. crossed the SAAR RIVER in support of the 3d Ban.,
320th Inf. Regt. and advanced to the RR vicinity (Q592683) while A Co from

the high ground West of the BLIES RIVER fired direct supporting fire and at
targets of opportunity. During the next two days A Co. continued direct fire
support from the high ground southeast of BLIuS-iBERSING (Q566578) while C

Go in a coordinated tank-infantry attack moved on BLIESBRUCK (Q593577) against
strong resistance and neavy fire. On 14 Dec A Co took up positions on high
ground South of BLIES RIVER where enemy had observation in order that the
tanks would draw artillery fire off of friendly infantry troops and in a
poeition to feint a crossing while the actual crossing took place at another
podnt, and supported the assanlting battalions with fire directed by infantry
battalion and company commanders. G Co remained in position vicinity BLIESBRUCK
(Q595575) prepared to assist in attack on REINHEIM. ,

At 0600, 15 Dec <d Lt. Langdon 3mith, 01018041, platoon leader 1lst Platoon,
Go A, made a foot reconnaissance vicinity HABKIRCHEN (Q563593) and was the first
member of this battalion to enter GERMANY. At OBOO he led his platoon across
the BLIsS RIVER between FAAUENBERG (Q557600) and HABKIRCHEN. These were the
first tenks of the XII Corps to enter GERMANY. The Co. supported the mopping
up operations vicinity HABKIRCHin. GCo. B was attached to the 137th Inf. Regt.
and moved to an assembly area vicinity NEUNKIRCH (Q528581) while Co G
supported the attack of the 320th Inf Rezt on REINHZIM (Q595600).

The next day, 16 Dec, saw A Co supporting the attack on woods (Q9961), lift~
ing the fire as the infantry entered the woods. B Co moved to an area South of
BREITZRWALD where tney fired neutralizing fire into woods, then 11 tanks moved
east along South edge of forest, supporting 3d Bn, 137 Inf Regt, advancing to
(Q574612) where they were neld up by direct AT fire. C Co supported the 320th
Inf in mopping up REINHEIM, -

The next day A Co contimued to support by fire. B Co sent 2 platoons along
the West edge of the BREITERWALD toward BLIESMANGEN and the remaining platoon
held its position along the Southwest edge of the woods. C Co supported 1st Bn,
320 Inf., attacked and surrounded farm at (Q603613), meeting very stubbota
resistance from enemy in and around farm, '

On 16 Dec kit the Bn (-C Co) was attached to 137th Inf Regt. One platoon
A Co supported 2d Bn, 134 Inf Regt which was also attached to 137th Inf Regt,
and took up positions West of REINHEIM and fired direct fire missions into
ALINHETMSRWALD while the infantry advanced. One platoon B Co. advanced with
1st 8n., 137tn Inf regt and cleared BREITER.VALD of enemy, consolidated positiens,
and took up defensive positions in the north edge of woods (Q5661) while the
remainder of the Co supported the 2d Bn, 137th Inf advance toward BLIuSMANGRN,

C Co supported lst Bn, 320 Inf Regt in attack on farm at (Q603613) against stiff
resistance. The Assault Gun Platoon, reinforced, (6 My tanks w/105 How) tied in-
with the ¢19tn FA Bn axd fired 102 rounds at enemy infantry, AT guns and batteries,
On tre succeeding day A Co contimed to support the attack with fire while one
platoon of 8 Co maintained defensive positions in BREITZRWALD and C Co was not

.comnitted, The aissamlt Gun Platoon, reinforced, fired 273 rounds of harassing

and interdictery fire. D Co took over the guarding of HRR bridges in ;
SARKEGUELINES East of the SAAR RIVER. On 20 Dec the 1st Bn., 134th Inf Regt was
subjected to a counterattack and i Co ook up defensive positions and supported
tiat battalion, '
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Platoon of B Co holacing its defensive positions in BREIT-AWALu vas rotated,
Platoon wiich went into forest carried supplies to imwanoy ami platoon
which came out evacuated inianwry wounded, while the remeinger of tue
Co stood by on a five mimte alert. ¢ Co remained at nzliHsIli prepared w
support 320th Inf Regt in defense of its zone. wu Lo continued to guard
bridges. Assaultv (Gun Platoun, reinforced, continued to support 21%ti ra 3n
with reintorciuyg rire, firing a total or 50¢ rounds.ol interuictoly and 101s
on enemy infantry instaillations,

On ¢1 Dec all line units neld their positions while relief of tue 3utn
Ini Div was being effected, except Co C which movea ouv at 1530 All units
~cleared the BLIES RIVER by 1000 tine following morning. Toe aAssault dun
Platoon, reinforced, fired its last round =i U930, making a totel of gou rourds
fired on 21=22 Dec.

RASULTS CF OPsrATIOWS: Operating in untfavorapie terrain wnere the tanks
were unable w maneuver, excellent results were acheived in supporiing
attacking infantry with direct fire. Tne success orf A Co was woruny of
comnendation, (See ltr Col. sutler B. hiltomberger, dud 19 Jec 4y, annexed
as Bxhibit "p"), Two enemy tanks were delinitely destroyed and 1 possibly
destroyed, 2 onemy AT guns were aesircyed together with an undetermined number
of machine guns and small arms, [uree ol our tanks were disapbled, one of
wnich was a total loss. One oftiicer and 2 uli were evacuateo g5 vatile
casualties and no personnel were kIAe.

c. Period 22-23 Dec. During this period tne Batvalion temporariiy
assembled vicinity ofJDIFFﬁNbAUHI%Q3h6h52) and HELLIMeR (@337447) and moved
via 3T. AVOLD (@250565), MuTZ (Us758), UCKalGE (U8579), RUmaLeuGs ( 7796),

BSCH (P7h12) and LUX WBUURG (P842125), to OETxAWGE (U935125) and SCHRASSIG
(U935135) closing at 230430 Dec.

d. Period 24 - 29 Dec. buring this periou tae battalicn supported the
5th Inf, Div. in repulsing the Germzn advance and forcing tine enemy to with-
draw to the East bank of the SAULR ~IVER in the ZCHTH:NACH area.

Co A assembled in vicinity of Consdorf (VP9743l6) lclu, b vec end
supported the advance of the 24 8n, 2d Inf. North iarough woods (993335) amd
reached Berdorf (L005368) on 26 Dec. B Co assembled in vicinity of 010302 at
110024 Dec and supported advance of 10th Inf (2 platoons with 2d Bn and 1
platoon with 1st Bn) gaining initial objective, hill 313, inflici.ng neavy
casualties on enemy. On 25 Dec, 3 Co remained in regimentszl reserv: and on
26 Ded (1 platoon with 1lst Bn and 2 platoons with 3rd Bn) advanced to SaU-R
RIVER west of ECHTZRNACH driving enemy to East bank, G Co assembled in
CHELISTNACH (VP9L8331) 24 Dec ard supportel advance of 2d Bn, 1llth Inf, taking
high ground N¥ of JALIBILLIG (Vr957339), causing enemy to evacuaie the town,
Following day tney continued the advance, clearins woods at 945355 and took
HALLER (P955306). Cn 25 Dec, D Co assemdled in vicinity oi ZITTIG (P996280)
closing at 0820 and then moved to CON3UORF (Psy4316), prevared to support
advance of 1st Bn., 2d Inf. on Berdorf (L00>368). On 26 Dec, D Co moved to
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W0 B R dmd took position prepared w repel enemy counteravtacke Following
day chey woven tu SURSUJUREF (r99&}lo), prepared to support 1lth Infe. On the
following days up 10 20 JeC., bhe tunxks held tneir positions, and remained in
reserve prepared bo convtinue attack on order,

RusUlLlis OF OFdmallUNSs Figlhiving against a determined cnemy .on the offensive,
over snow covered grounu, mountainous terrain and with an entirely new unit,
the tanks aclleved excellenl resulus. 1 enemy 3P was destroyed amd one probably
destroyed, 1 enemy 7 im AT gun, with priine mover was destroyed, severzl
vatteries or Neoelweroers were destroyed, 1 M~7, 1lUSmm How was recaptured
(oelomglnf_j to i0tn Armd Div) fogether with an undetermined mumber of machine
Zuns and simaii arms. 3 of our tanks were disabled by enemy aciion, No
personnel were e¢vackated as casualties,

Period 30-31 Dec. During the last days of the month tne Bn (- Co C)

assempled vicinity REULAKD (P937292) and HEFFINGEN (P925312), performed
maintenence and coordinated def:nse plans with infantry.

Captaln, Cavalry

I\

WERTL LA
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HL ,QUAm”unu 13478 INFANTRY weiDioh.
APO 35 US ARwY
19 Dec Ly
SUBJECT: Comnendation,
70 s Commanding Officer, 737th ran Battalion, U S Aruiy.

THRU ¢ Commanding iseneral, 35th Infantry Division,
APO #35, U 5 Army.

1., I wish to coumend gapt kartin V. Conde, UL017040, Commaniing Cfficer,
Company A, 737tu fank dattallon, for the manner in wulch ne accomplisineu uis
mission wnile attacreu to vadsS Heglueni icvom 4 Deceiwer oo 1T December Lyiyi.
Capt Cunde, in spite ol vne extreme hazards, KeolL a consvant rzconnalssance
forward ana tmus kept his comuany in the very ovest nossivle Iiring positions
from wnichi they supportwa the attacking infuatry. On one occgsion, this sup=—
port was so erfeccive as 'i;o liave been, witioutv a uoubt, une aeClsive rac.ur
im che cajture or a bridie site without which otne segunenicl mission couia
never nave v .€n achlievea,

2, The cooper.iion an: wiliin neus Lo S&ervs 50 fuo=aUly »anis -6 in "ol
actions o Gapt Conae and nio on.lire compary Liurud nie, ad fdedin€lluas uuli-
mander, & real satisfaculon wna I .ish 1o vo v o woter of recora .ol ihw
ceopereeive spirib 1s duly recognized by uie Indantry.

//5 subtler 3. tiltono=ry:
/t/ BUTLIK 3. ‘ILLL BiH sk
Colonel, 1.3hun Infantry
Conianding

AG 20C1.722 1ot Ind,
IQ 35TH INF oIV, 4r0 35, U S army, «l December 1y,
0: Commanding Officer, 737th “erk Batealion, U 3 Army,

I zx. leased to forward this commendial.-n ani (o add wy appreciation of
the outstanding accomplishment of Capt Conde and his command,

/s Paul we caade
/t/ PAUL W, BAADE

Hajor Geners 1, 75 A
Comnanuing

1st Lt., Infs (&rad)

B GRENFY Y
- - b
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