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is report after action sgainst the enemy for the 60th Engineer Combat Babtaliom,
gev_ering_the period 1-3lL May 194-{5. i
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i  During the month of May 1945, this unit was not in contact with the enemy. AL
i1 -the ‘beginning of the period, the battalion was assenbled in Hannover, Germaeny, with the
| mission of occupying end governing the city of Hannover and adjecent area. Fixed guard
. posts were ‘esbablished to guerd enemy instellations such as food warehouses, refineries,
 hospitals, emmunition dumps, and sllied nationsls displaced persons camps. Security \““
| patrols were operated twonty—four hours daily throughout the area, close lieison was q\ ‘
. mgintsined with British militsry government detachments that were already in the area, .
§  end = uniform policy was estsblished. Liberated French prisoners of war had been prev-
" | iously armed by the British ond these men were placed on guard duty st numerous enemy in-
atallations in the city. It was estimeted that there were spproximately 69,000 displaced
 persons and over 12,000 liberated sllied prisoners of war in the battalion area of res- S
" ponsibility. The Division Engineer was appointed Town Major and estsblished an office '
. ‘abt the Honnover City Hall from which point the engineer section of Battslion Headguarbers
:_uperated'as the town major's section. Arrangements were made Dy this section to house ()\3
. %ranscient troops and survey &ll sreas available for the use of troops in the ciiy. :
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g

o . 0n B May 1945, the battalion moved to Tldagsen and continued on the same
 security and governing nission in the ares surrounding Eldagsen. A separate military

| government section was organized in the battalion to govern the towns 4n the battalion
.| ates Of responsibility. The Administrabive 0fficer of each letter company was in coumand
. of military government activities in his company area, end the Babttalion Executive

| Officer commgnded the section. Surveys were made to determine the number of displaced
 persons snd allied prisoners of war in the aTes and meny of these people were transported
. to concentration areas for shipment back to their respective countries. '

' “During this period the battzlion removed and destroyed numerous dumps of enemy
~ nines and explosives. | Company A discovered that 4800 pounds of high explosive had been

| 4imbedded in the concrele roadway on two bridges, then electrically wired and covered with
. goncrebe so that they could not be easily detected. These explosives were removed with-

' eut jneident.

. On 19 May 1945, the battalion moved by motor convoy and assembled in Waltrop,
. Germany, spproximat ely ten miles east of Recklinghausen. The battalion was given an
| )y, engineer mission of reconnaissance for and construction of athletic specisl service
¥ facilities. A training schedule wes insueurated, consisting of emgineer reconnalssance
f} » and r:gre'of specielized engineer equipment. Specisl emphasis was placed on military |
" heourtes d diseiplin ' | :
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. On 2 May 1945, the battelion relieved the 134th Infentry Regiment in the area....
. surrounding Wadersloh. In addition to occupying snd governing this area, the battalion
' maintained constant motorized patrols and guarded importent instellations and. al%' o
' ML

fisorjle: of wer and displaced persons camps. :
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* ~ On 29 May 1948, t_iiﬁ}gﬁttglion'_was relieved of responsibility of security in the
aree by the First Belgian Brigade and preparations were made to move by motor convoy to an
‘area in the vicinity of (oblenz to occupy snd govern this area. -

Thers were no “pattle casualties in ti:e battalion during this yerim‘i. '

1 During the month, three enlisted men of this commend were awarded Bronze Star
Medsls, and two enlisted men were awarded Bronze Star Osk Tesf Clusters. 8gt Eddie Commelly
Company C was swarded the Soldiers Medsl by Genersl Orders 3L, Headguariers #5th Infantry
Division, dated 8 May 1945, for herolc service in saving the 1ife of o comrade. Pfc William
J Morsn, Company C, was awarded the Bronze Star by General Orders 34, Headguarters 35th
Infentry Division, dated 22 May 1945 for herolc action zfter he had been wounded while
guarding a foot bridge across the Blies River in December 1944. This same order also award-
ed Bronze Stars to § Sgt Onofrio Orlando and Tec 4 Edmund J Lucia, Headguarters and Service
‘Company, for meritorious service. Formel presentatlon wes made to Sgt Orlando snd Sgb Lucia
on 28 Moy 1945 at Wadersloh, Germany. The Bronze Star Osk Leaf Cluster awarded o Sgb
Irving B Richardson, by Genersl Orders 3L, Headquarters 35th Infantry Division, dated 8 May
1945, for heroic action near G1ladbeck, Germany, in April 1945, was presented at Adensen,
Cermony on 12 May 1945, This same order awarded the Bronze Star Osk Leaf (luster to Tec 5
Jemes A Williams, Company B, for heroism in the same action. On 4 May 1945, at Hannover,

t Germany, Bronze Star Medals authorized by Generzl Orders 29, Headquarters 3Fth Infantry
pivision, dabed 28 April 1945, were presented to § Sgt Lester W Olsen and 8 Sgt Orvile W
Love, Company A. 8Sgt Tove dlstinguished himself near Gladbeck, Germany, in April 1945, and

Bgt Olsen distinguished himself near Bochum, Germany, in April 1945.
_Awards received '_by members of this battalion are as ;f'oilows:

: D S G LEGLON _OFEE}RIT SILVER STAR SBLﬁIER‘S MEDAT, BRONZE STAR  AIR MEDAL

© Reg OLC  Reg OLC Reg OLC  Reg OLC Reg OLG Reg OLC
' OFFICERS 0 0 ! 0 M ' S .18
ENLISTED o e 0 1 63 T
et The number of Purple Heort Medels awarded is: 2
: : ' IS . i / 5
; i _; Lt Colonel CE
s S Comnanding
i1 Tacl: !

" 5-3 Journsl 1-31 Hay 1945

i

BECREPT ST e



