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SUBJECT: Report After Action Azeinst Enemy.

; 0« The Adjutant General,
- i Washington 25, D.C.

1. In compliance with the provisions of Per 10 03, AR %45-105, submitted below
is report after sction sgainst the enemy for the 60th Engineer Combot Battelion,
covering the period 1-81 January 1945. ' Bese § "

A% the beginning of this period the battslion was continuing ibts mission of
. faeilitating the atteck of the 35th Infantry Division north slong the Belgium-luxem-
' bourg border. Xey officer personnel consisted of 1t Col Philip Betchin, commanding;
| Maj Mlexsnder G Subton Jr, Executive Officer; Maj Louls B Johnson, $-3 (Maj Johnson
. was promoted from the renk of Capbaln to Major on 16 Jenuary 1945); Cept Fred B Wabters, .
- Jr, §-2; Cept Robert W Jobnston, ADE; Capt Robert H Houk, S-4; lst Lt Charles D Heckes,
. 8-1; Capt Charles W Harris, commanding Hq & Serv Co (Copt Herris was promoted from the
. renk of let Lt to Coptain on 1 January 1945); Capt Tim Mercer, commanding Co A Cept
. Chorles W Jones, commanding Ce B: and Cept Frank G Bennis, commanding Co C. Babbtalion
£ | strength at the beginning of the period was 26 officers, o werrant officers, and 556
. enlisted men. i . ;

Bl - On 1 Jan 45 the pabtalion (-) wae biveuaced at Bilsdorf, Luxenbourg, with
Qo A in direct swport of the 134th Infentry Regiment, Co B in direct support of the
127th Infantry Regiment, and Co O in direct support of the 520th Infantry Regiment.

| The 1137th Engineer Combat Group was in direct support of this battazlion. Ab this time
~ the division was maintaining pressure on the eneny, with the mission of following
' closely any enemy sttempt to withdraw. To thwart sny enemy attempt  fto Launch s large
 scale mechsnizel attack, numerous bridges in the division sechor were prepared for = Oy |
 -demolition, cherges were placed for prepared craters, and ghatis and AT mine "daisy (s |
. ghapins!l were prepared and menned. Vigerous patrols were employed by the enemy as well (x5

- g8 our own troops, and in one instance either an enemy patrel or civilians laid AT .
- mines on the road west of Tintsnge snd camouflaged them with snow. Phis road had — |
previously been cleared of mines and posted by our own troops. Conseguently it was ol

necessary to check daily, many roads which had been previcusly cleared of mines, Tput P
which were subject to infiltration by enemy patrols. Due to heavy gnowfall in this C{” g

srea, it was necessary %o maintein constant ice patrols on all impertant roads, and |
herling and spreading of traction materisl was & continusus task, ' o
|1 Jenusry 1945 e 2

» . The battalion (-) was bivouaced at Bilsdorf, Luxzembourg, with each company
in direct support of its respective regiment. Co A was bivouaced at Honville, Belgiuwy;
go B at Tintange, Belgium; and Co ¢ at Poulaide, Luxembourg. A1 compsnies mainbtained
ice patrols in their respective regimentel sectors and havlied snd spread traction
materisl. Co B, upon order of the 137¢h Infentry Regimental Commander, destroyed with
‘demolitions, two bridges over a small creek on the mein road south west of Harlange,

. Luxembpurg. Co B also manned two rosd blocks, one on this rosd end one on the high-
. wey south of Harlange.| Co O prepared snd manned an AT mine "daisy chain' on the reoad
between Bowleide and‘ﬁgrlanige. : ki ‘ }

I

W |  8EZCRET | r\‘l‘t‘?-:
fig w | ‘ gl




LA i e

72907

_ _ e o QDL SECRET
Report After Action Againsy Enemy, Hg 60th Engr ¢ Bn, dtd 5 Feb 45
| g oA Bl - 2 Jenuary 1945

. The babtalion continued its mission of menning rosd blocks and ice patrels.
0o A cleared mines from seversl roads south of Bostogne and removed an enemy ababis
from s trail south east of Basbogne. 0o B laid on AT minefield north of Houville,
Belgium, and Co C swept 211 roads in the R0tk Infantry Regimentel sector.

3 January l@;ﬁ‘-‘»ﬁ_

o Oo A removed an enemy minefield south of Honville while (o B removed = friend-
1y minefield south and east of Honville. Co C vechecked for mines on sll roads forvard
of the E20%h Infentry Regimental CP, snd e}l companies continued ice patrols and mann-

~ ing of road blocks. : . '

LuB. Jannary 1945

‘ During this period all companies continued hauling snd spresding of btraction
mgberisl on roads in this aec‘bar'@ in sddition teo manning rosd blocke and rechecking of
. roads Which_haﬁ previously been cleared of mines forward of regimental command posts.

7 v 194

g Eere go A laid an snti-tank minefield north esst of Lutrebbic, Belgium, while Co B
renoved a friendly minefield on the main highway south or Harlange. Demelition
charges were removed from a prepared craber, end a daisy chain Tozd block on the read

 north of Surre, Luxembourg, and a bridge over & smell sirean south east of Honville

 was prepared for demslifion.. o ¢ continued manning of road blocks in ifs sector,

8 January 1945

gince the 320th Infentry Regiment was pleced in division reserve, Co ¢, at
1100 hours, was relieved of direct support =nd reverted To battelion reserve, Ab the
seme hour, the 1137h Engr Coubal Growp was relieved of direct suwpport of thie
bebtalion and the 1123rd Eagr Combal Growp placed in direct swppord. Co's A and B
continued manning road blocks in addition to hauling and spreading traction material.

9 Janugry 1945

.« - ‘Battalien Headquarters and Hg & Serv Co moved by motor cenvey north and wesh
and closed into bivousc ab Hotte, Belgium ab 1600 hours. Co C moved in the vicinity
of Warnach, Belgiun and closed into bivouac at 1600 hours. A% 1430 hours, Co C was
sttached to Task Force Welton, which was to become operabional in the event of a
counter-attack or i the enemy suddenly withdrew. The Pask Force consisted of ome
 compeny of Engineers, one company of Tank Destroyers, and one RBeconnaissance Treop.
Its tentative mission was to pursue the ensmy, oY, in the event of a counter-abtack,
be committed to the defense as divisien reserve -
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. o A removed friendly mineficlds nmorth east of Lutbrebbis, Belgium, and gepped
and marked a friendly minefield morth of town. o B remved a friendly AT minefield
fn the vicinity of Villers-la-Bonne-Eau while Co C conbinued bridge maintensnce and
houling and spreading of traction matericl. = '

. 11 Jenwary 1945

Co A clesred ememy AT mines from roads in its sector, =nd rechecked all roads
‘which had previously been cleared forwerd of the 174th Regimental (P. Co B constructed
s clpss 40 treadway bridge over & small creek ab Villers-la~Bonne-Eau and clesred enemny
nines from roads leading into the town. Rubble end Wknocked out? enemy vehicles were
. clesred from the streets. Co B was also relieved of menning an AT road block north
east of Liverchamps, Belgium at 1100 hours. OCo C replenished stock piles of traction
. materisl and continued spreading it onm roads in the division sector.

12 Jonugry 1945

i ‘As it became spparent that Task Force Welton would not be employed tactically,
3% was dissolved at 1325 hours, and Co G reverted to battslion reserve. Co's A and B

B sleared rosde of mines in their respective regimentsl sectors, snd replenighed stock
 piles of traction maberisl =long rosds in the division seclor. '

13 January 1945

- (o 'B was relieved of direct support of the 137th Infantry Regiment and revert-
' ed to battslion reserve. The company conblnued to remove friendly AT minefields in the
vieinity of Villers-la-Bomnse-Eau, Belgium, snd conducted a flame fhrower school for the
- Zrd battelion, 137th Infantry Regiment ab Livarchamps. Co 4 rechecked 211 rosds for-

| yard of the 134th Regimental Headduarters for enemy mines and Co C continued the re-
 plenishing of stock piles of traction materisl in the division sector.

14 Jegnuary 1945

. Co B removed 300 friendly AT mines from s field north east of Hounville, as
 well a8 an enemy AT minefield in a field south of Villers-la-Bonne-Bau. Snow was ,
cleared from the 35th Div Artillery Llaison air strip, end 211l companies performed ex-
tensive maintenance of vehicles snd equipment. .Co A (-) was relieved of direct :
susport of the 124th Infantry Regiment st 1130 hours, Oue plat, Co A, remained in
dfrect swporb. : i

llﬁ J m&m y 1945

: ~ 0o & continued the replenishing of sbock piles and spreading of traction
noterizl on rosds in the dlvision sector in addition to clearing snow from the Ioth
' Division air strip. Co's A end B constructed srtillery gan emplacements for the 5l4th
- Field Artillery Battalion in the vieinity of Salvicourt, snd #ll companies conbinued
extensive meintenance of vehicles and equipment. |

b
i
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s 16 January 1945

o One platoon of Co B wae placed in direct support of the 134th Infantry Regi-
ment. ©o B filled craters, snd leveled the Artillery Lisison sir strip in the vicinity
of Lutremange, Belgium. Co ¢ assisted Co A in the burial of deed stock by blowing a2
erater 43' x 28' x12' in the vicinity of Seiniez, Belgium. Al companies continued
hemling and spresding of traction materizal. _ 5

7=18 Janusg 94

The battslion continued its normsl swpport of the 35th Infantry Division end
. continwed extensive mainbenance of vehicles and equipment in preparation for motor
' movement on 19 Jan 45 to Metz, Fraunce. The 134th CT with one plat of Co A attached, was
. attached to the 6th Armored Division at 1800 hours. As the 137th Infantry Regiment and
320th Infantry Regiment were to move to Metz by Combat Tesms, one plaboon from Co's
‘B snd C were attached to their respective regiments 25.1800 houxs.

. 19 Jepuery 1945

= The babttalion (-) moved by motor couvey to Metz, France, closing into bivouae

| in the Grond Arsensl abt 173) hours. As soon as the 320%h Infantry (T closed into biv-
ouac, the 0T was dissolved, and one platoon from Co C was relieved of attachment ond
‘reverbted to babtalion control. : : &

Lo The battalion continued extensive maintenance of vehicles and eguipment end
| ecleaning of billete and grounds, During this perlod the enlisted men were given every
© opportunity to cleanse and rehsbilitate themselves, snd full use was made of speeial

' service facilities such s movies and U.S8.0. shows. Extensive plens were made for the
training of infantry troops in sssavit of land Ffortifications, bub training schedules
were discarded wpon receipt of movement orders. .In preparstion for the move of the
 division to the XV Corps sres, one platoon (o ¢ was attached to the 320th CT at 2200
 hours 22 Jan 45. ! W | :

1945

, At 1%5 houmrs, the battalion (-) moved by motor convoy scuth to Blanche
Egllse, France, closing into bivouac ot 1620 hours, The division was ‘not/ attached to
the XV Corps of the Seventh U.S. Army, and preparations were made fo relieve elements

 of the 100th and 45th Infenbtry Divisions in the Qorps, defensive position, the following

. day. ! ‘ : :

24 Jam 194

3 As part of the XV Corps, the division moved into the line with the 100th
Division on the left, and the 45th Divislon on the right. The (T's moved inteo position
with the 220th Infantry Regiment on the right and the 187k Infantry Regiment on the
- left. A4s soon as the (T's had assembled into bivouae at 1725 hours, Combat Team attach-
. ments were dissolved. (o B was placed in direct support of the 1376h Infantry Begiment
- gnd Co € in direct support of the 320th Infantry Regiment. The battalion (-) moved by

' motor convoy to Frohmwhl, FPrance, closing in bivouwae ab 1700 hours. . As this was to be
. p defensive position, plens and preparsbions were immedistely mzde to determine the

. number aund density of of friendly minefields in the division front, and the amount of
engineer maoterisls sa.ch\aa AT znd AP mines, concerbins wire, pickels snd warning de-
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vices needed to complete the defensive posibions. :

25 January 1945

. At 0001 hours the 1109th Engr Combat Group was placed in direct support of the
battalion. The battzlion continued preparations for establishing defensive positions
and. consolidated sll reports of the known defensive works in the division sector in
order to determine the empunt of addiftionsl works reguired. ‘e W S

26-27 Jsnusry 1945

Due to the heavy snow in this sector, it was sgain necessary to maintsin 24-hyr

ice patrols, and haul and spread traction maberial on &1l important rosds in the divisiom
- sector. OCo ¢ cut timbers fox revetting of gun emplacements gnd shelter for the division
artillery snd Co's B & ¢ made numberous reconnaissance of all existing field fortifi-

cations znd obstacles in the division sector, so that s11 mines and barbed wire emplaced
by this battelion would swpplement exisbting works. The battalion snow plow cleareld suow
 from the Z5th Divigion air sbrip near Struth. As security sgeinet sny enenmy mechanized
attack, anti-tank mine road bloclks were instzlled and menned by Co's B & C on the road
between Meisenthsl end Montronn. Xleven bridges in the division sector were prepared
 for demolition snd manned by Co's B & C. Co A, in babtslion reserve, performed mainben-
ance on vehicles and equipment. As the 134th Infantzy Regiment was still in Belgium,
and the 1%7th and 320th Infantry Regiments were zbreast on the line, the battelion was

prepared to assemble on three hours notice as division reserve.

28 January 1945

. Tormsl engineer dubies were performed by the battzlion, end eleven more bridges
" in the division sector were prepared for demolition. In accordence with division order,
 three main lines of defense were planned so that, in the eveunt of a withdrawl, the
. division could defend each line of resistance with only o small holding force,

0 Jantary 19 5

il BT e e battalion ieceiveﬂ. qra:.ars'to agsemble in Frohmubl on the morning of the
- Z0th of January 1945 and to move by motor comvoy fo §% Geertruid, Helland.

W0 Jenusry 1945

.-.

2 e - During the morning, the batizliod wes relleved of 211 engineexr tasks by the

120 snd 325%h Engr Combst Batbtalions, ond assembled at Frohmuhl to move by motor coavoy

" %o Hollend. As the medium artillery pleces and attaghed tank destroyers of the division

. were to De transported by rail, one platoon of Co A remeined behind to supervise load-

. ing, blocking, and wiring of the artillery pieces to the railwey flstcars. The bsttelion
(-) moved by convoy ab 1015 hours, arriving in Troyon-sur-leuse, France st 1700 hours.

%l January 1945

D . After spendingiéthe night at Troyen-sur-leuse, France, the battalion (-) left
by moto? convoy atb 0920 hours, closing into bivouac at 8t Geertruid, Holland at
| 1945 hours. l, i ;
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= 4 ' During this period four Silver Stars, and thirteen Bronze Stars were awarded
| %o officers and enlisted men of this battelion. Genersl Orders 59, Hesdquarters 35th
¢ Infemtry Division dabted 31 December 1944 awarded the Silver Star to 24 It John § Parier
. for a dsring deylight reconnaissance under fire which gresbly focilitated the successivl
. crossing of the Sasr River ab Saarguemines, Frence, in December 1944, formgl presenbation
. was made at Honville, Belgium 4 Jan 4B; to Cpl Deniel T Boyd, Co B, the Silver Star for
. heroic setion in the rescue of five infentry soldiers from drvowning during the assault
. erossing of the Blies River in December 1944, formal presentation was mede 4 Jen 45 ab
. Tintange, Belgium; and Major Louis E Johnson, the Bronze Star for exceptionally meritori-
ous service during the period 7-14 December 1944, formal presentation wes made B Jan 45
at_ Bilsdorf, Luxembourg. Genersl Orders 2, Headguarters 35th Infantry Division dated 8
Jon 45 swarded the Silver Star posthumously to 1st Tt Pawl B Shamkart, Jr, for herole
sction while evacuating a seriously wounded man, Ognersl Orders 3, Headquarters 35th
Infantry Division dated 9 Jan 45, posthamously swarded the Silver Star Medal to 8 Sgt
Chester Wade, Co A, for gellantry in actlon while constructing a foot bridge across the

. Blies River in December 1944. General Orders 4, Headguarters 35th Infantry Division

| dated 12 Jen 45 awerded Bronze Sters to Tee 5 Willism E Bosshemmer snd Pvi James R Keegen

~ Co C for heroic sction while evacuabing a seriously wounded comrade from an artillery

 berrage in December 1944, formel presentation was made to Tec 5 Bosshammer at Warnach,

E  Belgium, 14 Jen 45. This same order awerded Bronze Stars to Pvi John W Confield and Pvt
Gecil McHenry, Co A, for heroism in rescuing five infantry soldiers from drowning during
en asssult crossing of the Blies River in December 1944. General Orders 7, Headquarters

. .| #5th Infantry Division dsted 17 Jan 45 awerded Bronze Stars to Bzt Victor L Jones, T

 Tec 5 Edger H Yarito, Pfe Jeames M Winters, Privates Jemes R Moore, Herry F Dowers, John J.
Henry and Horace E Koontz, for gallantry in action in holding a strong point szaingt re-
- peated counterattacks in December 1944, TFormal presentation was made at Metz, France,
|| 28 Januery 1946. 1st Lt Rolend ¥ Mowrean, 0o &, was awserded the Bronze Htar on this same
' order for gallantry in sction in the assewlt crossing of the Blies River in December 1944.

| Formsl presentation was made st Metz, France, 22 January 1945.

: . The officers and men of the battalion keenly felt the loss of 2d Lt John &
Parker, €0 A. Lt Parker was killed the night of 7 Jan 45 by enemy morter fire while make
ing a reconnsissance in the vieinity of Luttrebbis, Belgium, preparatory o leying a
 minefield. Total casudlbies of the month were one officer and one enlisted men killed
in gction; one enlisted man wounded in actlion and thirty-two non-battle cesusltles.
There were no prisoners czptured. Total sbrength at close of period was 285 officers,
3 warrent officers, and 597 enlisted men. |

-

- ; , ' ?mﬁ BOTCHIN

(2] | S Lt Col LGB
1 '3ilnclme: L ] ‘ Commanding
i - BB Journal =
#2 - copy of 1tz re: Friendly Mine Fields

4
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In ulmﬂliama with lgﬁtar. your hnadqnarters‘ file ref: 476 ﬁnma_ﬂ‘ﬂ’ ek
';g._“?rimdl mngﬁe&i Deta®, dated 8 January 1945, the fallw&ng information on th em—
| ployment :ti—tank and antinpersomel nines by this unit ig submitted. ﬁépc :
taetical» during t‘um phases eflnpgmtinn are included, the first belng = description
' i yment of mines in a defensive situation, and the second the nse duw
¢ ttmk. whan lim’ited use was made of mima for local security anl-

e.‘f’ ._siva ni’sm&ian. i : : '

From 27 September 19%4 Yo 8 Howmﬁor 1944, this division was in. ane
with positions in the northern edge of the Forest of Gremscy '
ended from & paint\sauth west of Gremecy, north west to 4joncour an
“wide front. During this peried, defensive worke on the MLR were ex cntmﬂ
alion in.the form of minef;ivlds and wire mtangl emente. e
! M'ﬁim‘ﬁaﬂk ﬂa},ds. 3 a '
{1} m:i-tmk -.emﬂsllam ranged in size. £rom 9 o 1200 mines. Iﬁ

ed spprosches, & azaau mﬂunt of mines wers used, sufficient t;
;.ientlr block the ‘route, | From 9 to 40 mines were used in these
| in approximately B50% of the cases the mines-being buried. - The
. were often pupplemented by dalsy chains msnned by inf&ntry perst
Gen _'E‘wmmw and four row resgular hasty patterns were qmpiayed axce
' _' exceptional case: when nima wsw laid tm ta thru faat apm
S eritical locations. - :

{%} £he staa&ar& deliberate :m:.nefiald was useﬂ in mﬂy one imt
. ’sn open expanse of ground in front of front line positions.

. #3eld contalned 1200 mines, and included an axteadml paxﬁm
. need as a flank protection between units,
_(5} Eneny minefields were used in numerous instaacas during th&:
T to tie ‘1n with our own fislde. These fields were reconnoi ter ! -
ed out with cur own mines, and in sddition to fitting in
' ‘_wrks br #hair 19;:&%&:13, ﬁwr alsn hely' .ime :
: : e emplayad on sll ﬂmds 1&&612&5 into ares
| apen , anus sultable for tank spproaches; in drews and aullieg lead~
 ing” mtp our pnsitima, and through edgee of ligh’s woods. ‘ vl
&nﬂa;parimmml flelds and booby braps: ]
{1} Ami-pegrmnml fields were employed in positions whem a:ppmm:
e eneny patrols were 1ikely, such as @raws, woods, covered sppro
it and creek banks; to fill or supplement 811 gaps in antietank
0 and i canmmctinn with concertinas and barbed wira fanens. - Bhsy were
often placed in fields of crops. .
) Artillery shells were used ss AP devices, lined a.lang roads st
o yard, infmalﬁ. and placed in crotches of trses. Bmshy trapp
ad jf:-éwere ‘uged . in hrush un&argrwth. and tied to ba.rba& _
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$iven bi-p e nes- and hooby Sraps was later
poted, when'on resuming the attack to our front, seattered sneny 4 g L
_showed vhere patrols, abtempting $o infilter after davk, h
1s1ties to our AP mines and booby traps, certainly with |
 harassing effect on the enemy. deaime
M4 and M-49 3rip flares were densely located scroms &
particulerly in eonjunction with the triple eoncertina v
sloyed =8 tsetical wire, These flares, when sst off by i%n
he wire, was the signel for machine guns %o open up zlong the previous-
1y sited protective line of fire, It might be noted here theb the
‘'triple concertins wes used instend of double spron fence, snd while. the
infantry wes st first dublous of using 1t ‘rather than the conventional
double spron, they became convinced by the eame and speed. o _constraction
' and adeguate protection it afforded. e
1 installations wers made at night. Due to the.
ay iminéefis8k

place Booby traps (most of which were located in Ho

fectiviness of the anti-personnel mi

thus employed, it wes lamoSSivlénte
suslties. Consequently, sll such snginser work wes do

effensive use of mines: Durtng this period, mines vers usel of
n vhen s patrol, under gover of darkness, pemctrated into enemy &

of fm;,;..';aaﬁ;-.tmk_'} mines and eight mt;ﬁ&g‘rsomgl‘_.grmaﬁm

ng the advance o attagk. . g St o
n 27 December 1944, this division was committed on the souther
{ent established by his counter offensive, The division Jt
yued limited objective abbacks and/or meintained pressure
onsiderable epposition in the secto) generally southeast of
uring this pericd shuttle mines, pad blocks, end small hast
ed for protective measures and to seenrs the galns made prior
ent either for the night or because of supsrior enemy fire.
 Hasty minefields. Mpﬁ&a&;----awaiﬁ-amﬁa;:prjo_’ tection ageinst en
1ck wers expected and which frequently occurred during this per
4 by the enginesy companies (which normelly operate in direct e
regiments) and were ordered ‘placed by the infantry regimental ¢
recommendation of the engineer sgompany commanders concerned.
juring the advence in the HARLANGE sector, Co k, 60th Enginser

1aid s field of ninety-nine mines. One Mark IV German tank, atie

e our 1ines during darkuess, vas knocked qut in this field. The f1
he next dey when the uait advameed. = TSR

‘e. Shuttle mines or “daisy chaine  wers often esployed a8 outpost
103 and usually 1aid by the infaatry units. During a rapid sdv
only-use made of mines. e

| Tor the Comnanding Officer:

e
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