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_ Weshington 25, 2.0.

1. In complisnce with the provisions of Per 10 0B, AR B45-105, submitted below
| is report after action sgaingt the enemy for ‘the 60th Engineer Combat Battalion,
P jcovérimg’-ﬁhfef"ggeriod.-luBE Februsry 1945, :

1 February 1945

U At the beginning of this period the battalion (-) was assembled in bivousc

| ab 8% Geertruid, Hollend. Haviag been tentatively sesigned o defensive mission Dby the
| XVI US Army Corps, plens were made for organization and coordination of engineer de-

. fenss works/ on fhe proposed front of the #5th Infantry Division. The 134th CF which

. had Jjust been relensed from abtachment to the 6th Armored Division, closed in the
ki division assembly area, znd the QT platoon from (o A was relieved of attachment to the
" 0T at 1700 hours. The one platoon from Co A which had renained in southern France to
.. supervise the loading and blocking of B5th Division artillery pieces on freight cars,
| closed into bivouac ab 1800 hours. Extensive mzintenance was performed on gll organic
I eguipment. | ] : ) S .

‘ : L 2 February 1945

o - The 35th Infantry Division received orders to relieve the 524 British ;Inf-an‘&-z'yuj !
| Division on the night of 4-5 ond. 5-8 Pebrusry 1945, with the 137th Infentry Regiment :‘i&alg‘%'f
| the division left sector and the 320tk Infantry Regiment in the division right sector,
(o B was placed in direct support of the 137th Infaniry Regiment snd Co C in direct Jﬁ |
. support of the 320th Infentry Regiment. Both company commsnders made extensive recon- _&\ |
| noigsance of the roads snd ground in the proposed zones of defense, sud liasison was < |
- estoblished with the British Bngineers 5o learn the exbent of the defense works which
. were already emplaced in this sector. ' C?\

, ol
. B February 1945 : _ e |

e L e &
'+ ke 1146th Engineer Combat Group wes placed in direct support of the battslionl) |

 Upou receiph of informabion from the British troops who were defending this srea, as to i
' the number and density of defensive works, furbher detailed plans were begun for bhe
| supplement of these works with our own. It was found thal because of this area having
‘been & defensive #front line" for an extended period of time, it was literally covered
with minefields, friendly and enemy, of all types. Maps overprinbed with ell known
_minefields were made aveilgblo to division and supporting troops and 21l were caubioned
to use roads only, in travelling, and %o cell for any srea which was to be cccupled %o

‘ first be swept Lar nines.

' /
| CLASHFICATION N bl

R
L CA (CELLED
BY AUTHORITY OF THE ADJUTANT GIiinlu :
| POWHGRADING ‘COMIMITTIES 22 a |




" Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of thie National Archives

s 7Y

_ _ S  FECEET
Report After Action Against Eneny, Hg 60th Bugr C Bu, dtd 4 Mar 45

st

, é Februsry 1945

: - A% 0700 hours, Co C lefb S% Geertruid, Holland, by motor convoy with the 320th
Infanbry Regiment, closing into bivouac sb Birgden at 0900 hours. Hg & Serv Co and
o A left §% Geertruid, Hollend, ab 1450 hours and convoyed north and east for 38 miles,
closing into bivouac at Langbroich, Germany, ab 1700 hours.

5 _Febr 945

oA moved by moter convoy &9 miles, ¢losing in bivouac ab Bockel, Germeny ab
1430 hours.. It was anbicipated that shorily, the division would receive crders ©o
 assaumlt the Boer River line in accordence with WOperation Grenadel. This was to be a -
 coordinated attack by the entire 9th Army. Plans were jmmedistely formulated for the
. abtack which would be in two phases, firat the gapping and attacking through enemy and
. friendly defeuse works, and secondly bhe asseul? of the Roer River line. It was an-
' ticipated that three engineer combat battalions would be in direct support of thig
battslion for the assault of the river line, Due to the sudden unseasonsl thaw, road
| maintensnce became & major problem and from this time until the attack was Launched,
~ gll companies were constantly cccupied with rosd drainage, kauling of rubble and other
- road maberigl, and generally engsged in keeping the division road net open. :

8§ Febriszy 1945

. (o A cleared of mines, roads in the vieinity of Tripsreth, while Co C cleared
 fields in the vicinity of Weldenrath so that artillery pieces of the 16lst and 127th
 Field Artillery Battalions eould be safely "dug-in¥, A1l companies continued exbten—

. sive rcad mapintenance end hevling and spreading of rubble.

7- Pebrusry 1945

- As the 1%4th Infentry Regiment moved into fthe line", Co A was placed in
direet support at 0001 hours and moved oy motor convoy to Randerath, closing into
vivouae ab 1300 hours. Finsal plans for the attack, including the sgsault of the river
1ine, were formulated aund sll minute details discussed. The abback was scheduled for
10 February 1945, Major Sutton, Battalion Executive Officer, was given the bask of
eoordinating all engineer sctivities in the sector of the 3R0th Infantry Regiment.

. Joint (P's were opened %o coordinate between the orgsnie companies and the supporting
* babtolions, and a joint Division Engineer and Group CP was opened by Lt Col Botchin
gt Division Headquerbers. 9 : :

8 Februsry 1945

Bl Co B cleared roads of mines in the 137th Infaniry Regimental sector and de-

 stroyed over 300 ;enem:,r‘]ﬂ mines. (o C removed enemy placed demolition charges from
the 127th Field Artillery Battzlion CP in Birgden and oll companies conbtinued exten-
¢ive voad maintenance and hauling of rubble in the division sector. '
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s P e 9 Pebruary 1945

Bk i  The battslion (P Opened at Gangelt ot 0930 hours. Co B was relieved of direct

. gupport of the 137th Infanbry Regiment, The 1146th Engineer Combat Group was relieved
of direct support of the battslion and the 11533 Engineer Combal Group placed. in direct
support. The battalion explosive dump end Bridge trein assembled at Geilenkirchen.
This equipage,ie., Balley Bridges, heavy ponton equipment end sbeel treadway equipage,
plus M2 assault boabs was sssembled ab this cenbtrally located point so thabt it-could be
transported to auy crucisl point on the Roer River in a minimum of time. ALl companies
perforned extensive road mainbenance in the division sector and Co ¢ removed and destroy-

. ed, with demolitiomns, numerous enemy AT snd AP mines. D-Day for the sttack was posb-

. péued pending the probable demolition of dams on the Roer River in the south, which

L would cause the Roer River to reach fiood stages in our sector, ond hinder the attack.

. The joint engineer (P's were dissolved and normsl divedét support on the part of the

| 11586 Engineer Combal Group was resumed. ' ‘

Februsry ] 945

- Al1 companies performed extengive road maintenance and spresding of rubble in
£ division sector. Co B (-) moved from Bocket to &ilrath, closing into bivouac at 1115.

11 February 1945

Mo the south, in the ist US Army sector, our tr'ooys‘ ghtacked toward the eaeny
held dams near the junction of the Hoer and its chief tribubary, the Urft River. The
retreating enemy opened the dam outlefs of the two largest dams, thereby loosing 180

 miliion cubic feel of water down the RBoer River velley. The river rose several feet

. over pight, spresding into and inundating the surrounding countryside, The bridge
trsin which was sssembled ab Geilenkirchen moved %0 a rear assembly srea where the
vehicles znd equipage would be less viulnersble to enemy alr atbacks.

12 February 1945
i A8 "Operabion Gréne_aﬁe” had been bvemporsrily postponed, the battalion (P was
opened near the enginser dump in Geilenkirchen. All companies conbinued extensive
road mainbtenance in the division sector.

18 February 1945

Fhey ‘ k et

-

_ Because of the unusush emount of rain in this ares, the sub-grade of important
rosds deteriorated repidly. Al1l companies continuved extensive road maintenance. 0o C
cleared sn area of mines in the vieinity of Utterath so thab the 127tk Field Artillery
Battalion couvld "dig-inH their field pieces.

14 February 1945

: Co A modified| an ML treadwsy bridge in the vicinity of Hilfarth %o gllow it %o
pess ohe-Quarter ton vehicles.  Companies A end ¢ conducted schools on enemy AT and AP
nines,) Maintenance of roads in the division sector continued.
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i 15 Februsry 1945

' In preparation for the snbicipated sssavli of the Biegfried Line, Co A con-
ducted assault schools for selected infantry personnel of the 1B&th Infantry Regiment.
The personnel of Co. B attended a school on snemy mines & booby treps conducted by XVI
gorps T.I.7. Qo C consbructed a Cl 40 treadwsy bridee over the Wurm River north of
Dremmen snd lmmedistely prepared the bridge with demolitions so that it could be de-
stroyed in the event of an enemy mechanized atteck. The bridge over the Wurm River,
north east of Oberbruch wes slso prepared with demolitioms by Co C. -

L

16 February 1945

Co A con’sixiued the asssult school as well as & mine and booby-irep school for
the personnel of the l%th-lnfam;ry Regiment, Road mesintenance conbinued.

17 Pebruery 1945
i . Extensive road maintenance by all compenies continued. Infenbry and esgineer
- assault bteams were orgapized and preparations were nade for a systematic destruction of
£ enemy pillboxes of the Siegfried Line. - A
18-19-February 1945

,_Aﬁsault training of Inféntry snd Enginesr personnel conbtinued. Co C cleared
. roads of mines in the 320th Infantry Regimental sector and traiuned in the destruction of
, dragous' teeth obshacles. ‘

20--81-22 February 1945

: Assault training and training'in the destruction of dragons! teeth conbtinued .

- dor infantry and engineer personnél. Extensive road malntenance by &1l companies con—
 tinued. In preperation for the assault of the Roer River, supporiing engineers conduch~
ed assaubt boal training for #5th Infantry Division personnel on the Maas RElver. D-Day
for "Operation Grensde! was seb for 23 Tebruary 1945 and the joint CP's of Lt Col

Botchin, Maj Johnson, and Maj Sutton (with supporbting engrs) were reformed.

2% February 1945

s

R In preparstion for fOperation Grenaded, Co A was abtached to the 134th Infantry
- RBegiment and o C was attached to ‘the F20th Infentry Regiment at 0330 hours, Twe o -
platoons from Co B were placed in direct support of the 320th Infantry Regiment and one

platoon placed in direct swpport of the 134th Infentry Regiment.

The division jumped off ab 0330 hours and companies A and €, supported by the
2053 snd 280th HEngineer Combat Battallons, respectively, facilitated the advance of the
1%4th and 320tk Infantry Regiments fo the river line. (o C moved by motor couvey, :

. north snd east, closing into bivousc at Dremmen at 1700 hours. A1l companies cleared

 roads of mines in their respective sectors. Supporting engineers opened a class 40

. treadwsy bridge over the Wurm Biver in (berbruch snd removed sbatis and rubble from

"' the road in Oberbruch. i - ‘ ,
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o8 24 ; j?e’bruary 1945

_ 0o A replaced a treadway bridge by filling a craber south west of Hilfartl.
0o B replaced z treadwsy bridge with s culvert over the Wurm River north of Dremmen. ALl
. compenies clesred roads of mines in their respective areas. Supporting engineers col~
--s.tructgd“g wo foob, (Lass 40 Balley Bridge over an AT ditch on the main road north wesb
¢ of Hilfaerth. ' '

25 February 1945

P f

S5 s asapea R constructed a Olass 40 treadway bridge over the Wurm River in Porselen.

. Companies A and C cleared mined areas in their respective sectors and performed necessary
 road msintenance. Bince the divigions to our south had successfully assaulted and
driven the ememy from the bhanks of the Roer River, #Operation Grenade! was reviged and

 plans were made o send the 1374k Infentry Regiment acvoss the river througa an avea

. Wwhich had Deen asssaulted so that the reogiment could attack ¥o the north siong the east

. bank ‘of the Roer. This maneuver would facilitabte the crossing of the 1#%th Infantzy

| Regimenb., Co B was reileved of support of the 134th and %20th Infantry Regiments and
¢ | attached to the 1&7th Infantry Regiment ab 1159 hours., In The afternoon, (o B with the
" 1376h Infenbry Begiment, crossed the river to our soubh and closed into Divouac ab :
. Doverem. (o { was relisved of attachment to Yhe 350%h Infentry Regiment and placed in

- genersl support of the 35th Infentry Division at 1150 hours. Maj gutton was moved %o

the 1376h Infantry Regiment to coordinate engineer work on the other side of the river.

26 Februery 1945

5 ' Co A cleared numerous roads of mines in the 1B4th Infenbry Regimental sectol

. ond removed two road blocks. The 134%h Infanbry Regiment was scheduled to assault the

piver.line ab 0600 hours and preliminary ‘engineer operabtions (with assault boabs, foot

 bridges, and treatway bridge maberial being brought forward) were carried out accord-

ingly by the 2024 Engineer Combat Battalion, coordinated by Mejor Johnson. However, it
was found not necessary to use lhe assault boabs, and an essault foob bridge was con-
structed by the 2024 Engineer Combat Battalion to cross the infombry. While the main
bridge in Hilfarth was under artillery fire by friendly and enemy troops, two enlisted

" nen from Co A cut the demolition wires and the bridge was capbured inbact.

; Ji On the far side, the 137n Infantry Begiment sbtacked to the north from the
. vicinlty of Doveren at DE00. Co B, inm sddition o ibs normazl mission of supporting the
. advence of the 1376h Infentry Regiment was reinforced wiih a detachment fronm the 288%th
. Enginser Combab Battalion with treadway bridging eguipage and was assigned the mission
 of opening tl;e'ﬁivision: SR from the other side, toward the Hilfarth bridge. AL 1500
. hours, s reconnaisssnce party and mine sweepers covered by the I & R platoon of the 137th
. Iofaptry Regiment, made conbact with the 134th Infentry Regiment in Huckelhoven. The
minor bridges on the MSR were found intact, bub a fifty foot crater was found in the
rosd. Co B end the debactment of swpporbting troops consbructed a bypass sround the
crater snd clesred the roads of mines south o Hilfarth, operning the MER into ‘Huckelhoven.
-+ Supporiing engineers constructed a Class 40 Bailey Bridge over the Teich Rivexr
gouth of Hilfarth, and lcompleted another footbridge, en infentry support bridge, and &
S (140 floabing treadwey bridge at Hilfarth. Co C replaced a treadway bridge with a cul-
i vers snd £111 over bhe Wurm River south of Oberbruch and clesred roads of mines in ifs
1 gector. ¥ = ‘ ‘ :
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After successfully assaulfing the Roer River, the 1%#th and 187%h Infaniry

Repiments shresst sttecked to the north slong the river line. Co B cleared mines from
roads to facilitate the advance of the 187th Infanbry Regiment and filled sn AT ditch
in the woad morth of Doveren to pass banks, (9 A cleared roapds of mines, filled »
crater on the rosd north esst of Millich end removed AT road blocks on the road south
oast of Huckelhoven. (0 ¢ improved a culvert across the Wurm River in Obsrbruch smd
constructed a culvert on the Wurm River north of Porselen, thereby opening snother road
net to the Boer. The 35th Infantry Division bridgehead over the river was firmly estab-

 lished when supporbting engineers complebed amother (lass 40 floabing treadway bridge

. over the river west of Hilfarth. Battalion Headquerters moved by motor couvoyy north

%o Dremmen, closing ianto bivouase at 1200 hours.

28 February 1945

0+ - Inthe early morning ho@zrs, supporting engineers consbructed o (lass 40 Bailey
Bridge across a cenel and AT diteh in the vicinity of Kivit: a heavy ponton bridge was
. constructed over the Roer at Kivit end TD's immediabely crossed to the hostile shore
E  to pursue the retreabing enemy. G0 B constructed a (less 40 freadway bridge over &
| stream on the mein road south of Arsbeck. Compenies A and B were relieved of abtach-
| meut to their respective regiments, and to facilitabe the abttack, were placed in
_ direct suppori, clearing numerous road blocks and filling craters.

The Battle casualties for the month of FPebrusry 1945 are es follows:
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- During this period, three Bronze Stars were presented to enlisted men who returned
o duty after hospifalizabion for wounds. Formal presentation was made 12 February :
1945 ab @illrath, Germeny, to Sgb Robert L Chesney, Co B, of the Bronze Star awerded by
 (@enersl Orders 40, Headquarters 35th Infantry Pivision, dated 5 October 1944, for !
 heroie action in the cepture of & bridee, intect, scross the Moselle River during
September 1944. Al a formal presentation gt Randerath, Germeny, on 12 Februsry 1946,
_ the Bronze Star was awarded to pl Willlam E O'Brien, Co &, by Genersl Orders 4L,
. Headquerbers 35th Infantry Division, dated 7 October 1944, for heroic action during
= assault crossing of| the Meurthe River in September 1944, TFormsl presentabion of
the Bronge Star swarded by General Orders 4, Headquarbers I5th Infantry Division,
dabed 12 Jenuary 1945, wes made to Pvt James R Keegan, 0o G, for heroism in action
while evacuating a wounded comrade from a minefield during December 1944.
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. Amards received by-niem'bers of this babtelion are as follows:

‘Sii‘vex  Soldiers  Bronze Alr
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 Officers .

_ Enlisted
i 5
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