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" m0;  The Adjubtant Generel, 1= |

1. In complisnce with the provisions of Par 10, 03, AR 545-105, submibtied below |

is report after action agsinst the enemy for the 60th Engineer Combat. Battalion, (x> i
covering the period 1-30 April 1945. ; ;
1 April 1945 s

; At the Deginning of this period, the battalion (~) wes bivouaced at Gladbeck, 0

. Germzny and was facilitating with engineer works the sbttack of the 3bth Infentry Divisi

"l @o A, bivousmeked at Buer Resse, Was in direct support of the 1%4th Infentry Regiment.

' Co B, bivouacked in the vicinity of Buer Irle, was in direct support of the 137th Infaon
Regiment, and Co ¢ in direct support of the zo0th Infantry Regiment. The 1103rd Engineer
Combat Group was in general support of the battalion, with the 149th Engineer (ombat 6\

. Babtelion in direct support. ; _ ' ; B

-

. 0o A cleared rozds of mines =nd debris, removed three road blecks in the 184th ~
| Infantry Regimentel sector ond resmoved explosives from the railrosd underpass in Dins- Q"ﬁ'
leken. Co B clemred rosds of mines and debris in the 187th Infanbry Regimenbal secbor |
. and removed three crib road blocks, two near the aubobshn in the vielnity of Giadbeck = | |
ond one in the vicinity of Buer Hesse. (o O cleared roads of mines and debris in the 2
| B20th Infantry. Reglmentsl sector and removed two road blocks, one near the aubobshn -scm:g
~  of Buer md the other on the meln road between Horst and Bulenderf. _ é) |

2 fpril 1945 | i

e ' Battalion Headguarters and (o C moved by molor convoy northeast to Westerholb.
0o A, closely swpporting the sdvence of the 134th Infantry Regiment, cleared romds of
' mines and debris in ity sector end filled a crater on a road southwest of Buer, (o B

' pemoved five road blocks in its sector on msin roads in the viecinity of Herten, snd de-
 stroyed four enemy snti-gireralt @ims southeast of Buer Resse, (o ¢ cleared roads of
- mines and debris in its sector and filled three ereters, two on main roads in the vicin-
ity of Recklinghausen, and one south of Buer. (o O gl80 cleared a demolished railroad
. overpass from the subobahn south of Buer end removed twe road blocks from the autobahn
| between Buer and Buer Erle. The battalion electro-magnet cleared metal fragments from
- the streets of Buer. | i : :

§ ' Il - 3 April 1945 -
3 | i -
' During the morning Co's A and B asseubled into bivouac with the battalion at
| Westerholt. Co A, in addition to clearing roads of mines and debrie in its seclor, ex-
 tensive maintenance on prganic vehicles and equipment, wag performed. Co's B and ¢
. clesr®d debris and maintained roads in their respective sectors and Co C cleared a de-
molished overpass on the autobshn ®wouth of Herbten. The battelion electro-magnel clear-

" ed metal fraguents from all the main streets of Westerholt.
=L .
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A 4 April 1945

g

i A1l companies accomplisghed ‘extensive maintenance on organic transpertation in
: addition to mainbaining roads In thelr respective sectors. Co ( removed a demolished
overpass from the road south of Recklinghausen and removed explosives from & prepared
_erater on the road between Herten and Buer Erle, The Dbabtelion electro~magnet cleared
' mebsl fragments from the roads in the Z5th Division sector. :

5 April 1945

: The §5th Infantry Division, with three regiments sbreast, wes now facing south
glong the Fascher Canal. A & it was enticipated that the division would abtack tTo the ,
‘south, and because of the scavelily, of engineer bridging equipment, it was deemed adviaahle
‘to destroy the cenal locks, thereby draining the canzl 80 that heavy vehicular trafific and
armor could cross on a culvert and fill. Shortly after midnight, patrols from sil com-
panies attempted to destroy the locks in their sector. (o A desiroyed the north gate in -
‘their sector but while attempiing vo demolizh the south lock, the demolition pariy was
griven from the site by sccurate enemy small arms fire. (o B destroyed the locks north-
esst of Herne bub the demolition party from (o C wes driven from their site by heavy
enemy machine gun and morber fire. During the dsy, Co B placed defensive wire ab the

£ north end of all bridges scross the Hneln-Herne Cansland all companies continued sxben~

~ sive maintenance on all organic Sransportation. The battalion electro-magnel cleared
metal fragments from the main strests of Herben snd Buer Resse. (o A counstructed an ex-

- pedient foot bridge over the Emscher Cengl on the main road bebtween Buer Resse and Wanne-
" Figkel which was used by infantry patrels to cross Lo the south. -

6 April 1945

: ~'Co B filled a crater on the main road gouth of Recklinghsusen snd constructed a

two-way culvert snd fill on a street in Recklinghsusen Sud. All Co's maintained roads in
their respective sectors snd performed extensive maintensnce on all organic vehicles.

Qo B maintsined a motorized patrel aand placed guards on all bridges and strategic points
in the vicinity of Buer Erle snd Langenbochun. As the B20th Infantry Regiment was
sttached to the 75th Division, (o ¢ was relieved of direct suwpport of the regimsnt at

: Mg-ehowrs.-"" Eighteen two snd one-half ton vehicles were furnished by the battalion bo

. trahsport elements of the ZR20th Infantry Regiment ¥o Wellrop. L3 1

: 7 Aoril 1945

.+ Co A removed an enemy road bleck from the main road south of Herten and dsstroyed
an enemy sumunition dump in the woods portheast of Buer. (o A also placed anti-personnel
mines on the north bank of the Bheln-Herne Ganal northwest of Wenne-Eickel to harrass
enemy patrols, Co B trensported for AMG forty-five hundred pounds of waber pipe and Co C
- maintained bridge guards and a motorized patrol in the vieinity of Buer-Erle and Langen-
 bochum. 'All compsnies maintained roads in their respective sectors and the battalion

- électro-magnet cleared metal fragments from the streets of Recklinghausen Sud.

| 8 April 1945

fiin go A maintained bridge gusrds and a motorized pabtrol in the vicinity of Buer
. Brle, and Lengenbochum. Co B filled a craber on the road south of Recklinghausen and
' removed three road blocks on main roads in the 137th Infantry Regimenbal sector so thal
two-way traffic could pass these criticel points. Co C filled a crater on the aubobalm

- south of Buer. The battalion electro-magnet clearsd mebal fragments from the streets of
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' Becklinghsusen Sud. ALl companies continued exbtensive maintensnce of orgenic vehicles.
 As the 134th and 137th Infahitcy Regiments plenned to attack to the south at 0800 on 9.
« hpril 1945, Co A moved to Buer Resse and Company B moved to Recklinghausen Sud so that
_ they could befter support their respective reginents. I i

" 9 April 1945 ! ) -
At 0800 the 134th and 137th Infantry Regiments abresst, attacked to the soubh

 across the Dmecher snd Fhein-Fernse Censls. In bhe 134th Infantry Regimenbtal sector, Co A
consbructed an expedient foolb bridge over the Emscher Canal which was used by the assaulb-
ing troops. In the 187th Infanbry Regimental sector, northwest of Herne, (o B decked a
yaiiresd Dridgze over both cangls which allowed vehicular traffic and ermor to cross in

' close swppord of the infanbry. Co B also constructed two expedient foot bridges over the

locks of the Rhein-Herne (ansl ab ;Z&‘iora’sha:u.sen; go ¢, in battalion reserve, maintained
guprd over several hundred persons (Al1ied Nationsls)in the vielnity of Drewer Mark, and

- mainteined guards at Tactories in the vieinity of Herten.

10_fpril 3345

In close support of the atbacking regiments, Co A constructed a culvert and

fﬁ.l on the msin thoroughfere in Gelsenkirchen and removed serizl bombs which were wized

for demolition, from a railroad overpass in Rohlinghausen. All roads in the regimental

mector were cleared of mines and all mein streets in Gelsenkirchen were cleared of debris.

 bridge guards.

Co B constructed an expedient roed to faeilitate the easy flow of traffic on the strip of

. 1aznd separabing the Rheln-Herne and Emscher Oznels ab Recklinghausen Sud snd removed

three road blocks in the path of the attocking infentrymen. Co € mainbtained guard aver
displaced persons snd factories in the division rear ares &8 well as motor patrols and

11 April 1945

‘" During the morning, Babialion Headquarbers moved to Wanne-Eickel; Co 4 to Gel-

. senkirchen; and ¢o B to Herne. Co A, in addition %o clearing roads of debris, removed

road blocks in its sector, consisting of steel rails imbedded in the road. (o A slso

Filled two craters on a road in the viciniby of Gelsenkirchen. (o B removed twenty-ocne
road blocks in its sector, consisting largely of stone filled cribs, destroyed an enemy
artillery pilece with demolitions, and clesved roads of debris in its secltor. Co O con-
tinued patrolling snd guarding of factories and bridges in the division rear area. The

- babtalion electrc—rmagnet} cleared metsl fragments from roads between Recklinkhousen Sud

- and <Bochum.

12 fpril 1945

G0, A moved to Bo.c'_hmn end continued clesrance of roads and debrls in its sector.

Go A slso Temoved eleven crib road blocks and filled numerous crabers on importent roads,

¢o B moved to Laerfeld and in its sector, removed eight timber road blocks. (v C conbin-
ued pabrolling end gusrding of factories and bridges in the division real area. :

il e
SECRET



i

: ;'ngctnsmrﬁn
holy i‘ﬁ_@QL—

-

EBCRET

Beport After Acbion Azaingpnheny, Hq 60th Bngr C Bn, dtd 2 Mey 45
' i34 goril 1945

i The 35th Infantry Division had Deen pinched off, and was no longer in contact
with the enemy. Plens were immediately made for the division to sssemble east of Hanover.
 and abtack to the Elbe River. The divislon was attached to the XIII United Stabes Army
 Gorps but was assigned to the XIX United States Army Corps for operations unbil after
arriving at the assembly srea. The babtsiion moved north and east by motor convoy R0
‘miles, ssseubling into blvouae in‘Bahrdorfg Germsny, at 1080, 14 4pril 1945, Fleng: were
sumediately made to abtack esast to the Hlbe River the following morning. g

15 April 1845

. yith normsl combab tesn attachments in effect, the babtelion moved esst to Band-
beiendorf, Germany. The Z20th Coubabt Teaa with one platoon of Co ¢ atbached, was placsd
L in %IX Corps reserve. The division, now abttached to the XIII United Bltates Army Corps,

agsembled along the wesb bank of the Flbe River. The Combat Tesms were dissolved and the
. cotbat platoons of Co's A and B closed into bivouac ab Sendbeiendorf. Co A was placed 1n
direct swport of the 134th Infanbry Regiment =nd Co B in direct support of the 1&7th

E Infontry Begiment. _ -
' | R L4 16 April 1945

e Co's A and B cleared roads of debris In their sectors and removed numercus road
" iblocks. A;lécc‘s perforned extensive maintensnce on #ll organic vehicles.,

17 April 1945

Twenty crid type road blocks were removed from the division sector by all
companies and extensive road maintensnce was performed. First and second echelon maint-
_enzmee was performed on organic vehicles.

18 April 1945

~ Co A removed fourteen earth filled log obstzcles in the 134th Infentyry Regimentol
sector and cleared roads of debrie and destroyed enemy vehicles, (o B removed road
vlocks in ihs sector and destroyed enemy explosives in the vicinity of Weissewarte. To
thwarh eny enemy counber attack, and snti-tenk mine road bleck was lald on the road eash
of “Buek. Co ( destroyed numercus enemy field pleces in the division rear ares and per-

formed extensive maintenance on organic vehicles.
| 19 spril 1945

: (o A cleared roads of mines end debris in its sector znd lsid anti-tank mine
~road blocks Lo thwart any mechanized atbeck the enemy might make. - go B destroyed enemy
. explosives in the vieinity of Bries! and 1aid an enti~tenk mine roed block on the main
. road east of Grieben. (o0 C destroyed enemy explosives in the division rear areas as
 well as numerous fleld pleces. ‘

20 _April 1945

- : Go A clesared réads_ofidebris and destroyed enemy munitions in the vicinity of
" Rogatz. Numeroug trip flsres were instslled in bhis srea ©o0 bthat enemy pabrol activity
could be eansily debtected. Co B cleared improvised enemy mines which had been buried

NER -
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just below the surface of the road rumairig- through the forest northwest of Colbitz.

. These improvised mines were probably 1laid by enemy troops operabing in our rear arens,
 gince this road had been travelled meny bimes prior to the loss of a one-quarter fon veb-
" 4cle. In the vieinity of 8cheildorf, Co B constructed a twe strend barbed wire fence

with warning devices so that enemy patrols could be easily detected. Co C continued de-

. gbruction of enemy muniticne in the division reer areas. :

2L April 1945

‘ In addition %o repeir and maintenance of roade in its sector, Co A sel trip

" flares on the 13th Infantry Regiment's oubpost line of resistance and laid anii-tenk
mine road blocks. Co's B and ¢ desbroyed enemy mines, smoka pobs end artillery pleces,
‘znd performed extensive maintenance on organic vehicles.

22 Aoril 1945

; . The 1149th Engineer Combat Group Was placed in general suppor® of the bettalion.
g0’ A continued to set trip flares| on the 184th Infantry outpost line of resistance and.
. destroyed enemy explosives snd a rellwsy gun south of Salchan. Co B performed extensive
E rosd maintensnce in the 35th Division sector and Qo © posted guards at a ceptured signal
‘supply point end meinteined security uotor patrols between Marlwinkle, Colbitz and Dolle.

2B April 1945

:  Ae the 320th Coubab Tedm had been relleved of its mission, the plaloon from
Co C was released from abfachment and sssembled in Sandbeiendorf. The entire company
‘moved to Hillersleben snd guarded cepbured snemy instsllations in the area. (o A set
. numercus trip flarss on the L34th Infeantry Regiment outpost line of resistance and lsid
‘an antiotank mine road block on the mein roed east of Helnrichsberg. Road patrols be-
tween Dolle, Marlwinkle snd Colbilz were mainteined by Co A while Co B performed sxten—
sive road maintensnce in the 35th Division sector.

24 April 1945

: Co A inkballed nmumerous trip flare warning devices in the 1%th Infentry
Regimentsl sector and 0o ¢ conbinued guarding of enemy installations in the vicinity of
Hillersleben. During the rapid attack of the division, meny woods had been by-passed
andeit was thought that enemy trocps remmined in the woods northeast of (olbitz. (Co's
A,°B, and Headgquarters Company, working in conjunction with one battalion of the 134th
Infantry Regiment, cleared the woods bub found no enemy troops.

25 April 1945

. Co A installed numerous trip flare warning devices on the outpost line of
resiztance of the 134th Infantry Regiment, bto harrass enemy pabtrols in addition to con-
tinuing extensive ‘road maintensnce in the division gsechor in conjunction with Co B.

Road patrels continued in the vicinity of Doile, Marlwinkle and Colbitz and Co C contin-
wed g;;uagcling; of enemy instsllabions in the vicinity of Hillersleben. As the battalion ’
 plznned to move to Hanover the following day, the 13th Infentry Regiment relieved the
road patrol at 1600 hours and relieved Co C on the enemy installstions which they were
- guarding ab 1800 hours. Faa ' ' :
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AR . 26-%0 kpril 1945

b  On ZBth Division ovder the battelion moved to Hannover, Germany, closing into
bivouac ab 1520 hours. The babttalion was assigned the mission of ocewpying end govern-
ing the city and immediabely pelieved the troops who were pabtrolling the city. Fized

. guard posts werse esbablighed to guard enemy snsballations such as food warehouses, Ie-

 Fineries, hospitals, smmunition dWs, and Russian, Ozech, Polish, and ITtaiian displaced
persons caups. Tn sddition, security patrols were opercted twenty-four hours deily

 through the main sections of the city. C(Close jisison was established with the British

C Military Government estoblishments that were slready in the city and a uniform policy was

i adopbed. Tiberated French prisonsrs of war had been previously armed by the British and

. these men were placed on guasrd duby at numerous enemy speballations in the city.

. Fumerous minefields gpproximabely twenty miles southwest of Hannover were clearly marked
and exbensive rosd maintensnce Was immediately begun on the main tnoroughfares of the

L eity. of

’

. - pattle casuslties for the month of April 1945 are es follows.

QEF Bl

XIA O Q

DOW O o

BWA 0 3

SIA 0 0

CLWA 0 a
LIA 0 0

WIA P00 0

CTOTAL O 4

: . During the month formel presentations of two Silver Stars ané fif'teen Bronze
gtars were made. At Laerfeld, Germany, on 12 April 1949, the BronZe Star awarded by
Ceneral Crders &5, Headquarters g54h Infsnbtry Division dabed 8 April 1945, was presented
tc Tec 4 Theodore T Binkowski, Company B, for heroic service at Rheinberg, Germany G-
ing March 19456. Cn the same date al Bochum, Germany, bthe Bronze Star awarded by General
orders 47 Headguarters 35tk Infanbry Division dabed % October 1944, was presenbed to
8gb Bdward Affenita, Company A, for hercic service in France Guring Bepbember 1944, On
24 April 1945 ab gondbeiendorf, Germeny, the Silver Ster wes presented to Tec 4 Jemes G
 Meisel, Headquarters and Service Company, end Bronge Stars presented to Tec 4 Benjemin
| Jqliano, Tee:d garl © Madsen, Pfc George J Muller of Headguarbers and Service (ompany,
. and %o Teec 5 Leo C Davis of Compeny B, for heroic service during bthe asspult crossing
of the Fhine River nesr Budberg-Eversael, Germany, 24 March 1945. These decorabtions
were awarded by General Orders 27, Hesdguarters 35th Infanbry Division dabed 2L April
1945, On the same date ab 8sndbeiendorf, Germany, the Bronze Shar awarded by Genaral
. Qrders ‘26, Headquarters 5th Infantry Division, dated 12 April 1945, was presented to
' _Tec 5 Roy E Mayone, Company B, for ‘heroic service near Rheurdt, Germany, during Maxeh
1045, On 24 April 1945 at Sandbeiendorf, Germany, Bronze Stars swerded by Genersal
orders 27, Headquarbers 35th Infantry Division, debed PlApril 1945 were swarded to lst
Lt Henry Townsend, Sgb lrving I Richardson, Tec 4 Howard H Snith and Cpl John R Speuncer,
g1l of*Company B, for heroic service near Ossenberg, Germany, during March 1945. On &
April 1945, at Hemnover, Germeny, the Bronze awarded by General Orders 29, Headquarters
B5th Infantry Division, debed 28 April 1945 wes awarded %o Cept Charles W Jones, Qompany
B, for herolc service near Recklinghausen, Germany during this month. Ab Westerholt,

B
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Germeny, on 5 April 1945, Cept Frank G Rennis was presented the Bronze Star awarded by
General Ovders 24 Headguarters 55tk Infanbry Division, dated 3 April 1945, for neritor—
" 3ous serviee in France, Belgium, and Germeny. B3 Szt George J Petricka snd Pfc Franeis

R Keohan, both Company B, were posthunously awerded the Bronze Star by General Orders 25,
Hesdquarters 35th Infantry Division dated 7 April 1945 and General Orders 25 Headquarters
35%h Infenbry Division, dated 12 April 1945, respectively, for hercic action during March
1945 during which actions Doth men Were killed. ' . '

Awards recsived by members of this battalion are as follows:

F

DS ¢ Legion of Merit Silver Star Bronsze Star  Air Medsl

_ Reg OLC  Reg OLC Reg OLC  Reg 0LC Reg OO
OFFICERS 0 O 1 i s 3 0 0 0
ENLISTED ' -

Ly e e 1 B, B A E 0 14 1 ) 0

* . he number of Purple Hearte Medals swarded is: 15

ok (ks
. PHILIP BOTCHIN

Lt golonel (B

Qonmanding

i3 Ymely-
' B Journal 1-30 April 1945
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