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* Atmy, AG 314.7 (GNMCF), subject: Action Against Hnemy, Reports After, dated
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ACTION AGATNST ENEMY, REPORTS AFTER/AFTER ACTION REPORTS
- - 1=3 September 1944 ‘

_ At the beginning of this period, this battalion was engaged in the mission of
constructing road blocks and fortificabtions for the protection of the right flenk
bf the 35th Infantry Division from Orleans to Troyes, France. On 1 September 1944
Lieutenant Colonel John B Cenads was assigned to this unit and assumed command and
Major Edwin ¢ Pumroy became Executive Officer. Other key officers were Hajor Philip
Botchin, S5-3; Capt Charles W Jones, S-2; Capt Robert H Houk, S-4; Capt Frank G
Bennig, ADE: 1st Lt Charles W Harris, S5-1; Capt Robert W Johnston, Commanding
efficer Hq and Serv Co; Capt Tim Mercer, Commanding Officer Company 4; Capt Elwyn
¥ Smith, Commending Officer Company B; Cept Fred B Waters, Jr. Commanding Officer
‘Company O3 Strength of the battalion was 28 Officers, 3 Warrant Officers, 566
Enlisted Men.

The Battalion was in bivouac 10 miles southwest of Troyes. Normal combat
tesm attachments were in effect and the remainder of the battalion constructed
 and menned road blocks on roads leading from the south and goutheast to Division -

i  Hesdgquarters. On 2 September 1944, the Battalion (-) moved 48 miles %o % mile
- south of Rosnay 1l'FHopital. Very extensive roazd, bridge and engineer reconnaisance
~was made at this area. -

. On 8 September 1944 the Battalion moved tc an area % mile northeast of Crezilles,
France, a distance of 90 miles. At thig ares, preparations wére made for the
crossing of the Moselle River, spproximately 10 to 13 miles southwest of Nemey. On

.10 September 1944, Regimental combat teams were dissolved. Company A was attached
to the 134th Infantry Regiment and Company B to the 137th Infantry Regiment.
Company { was Battalion reserve.

. The ilESth’Engineer Combat Group was placed in support of the Division for
the immediate river crossing operation.

: One bridge across the Moselle river at Flavigny was seized intact by the
second platoon of Company A under the command of 1s%t It Roland F Houreau and enemy
wiring for demolition was cut. This platoon then erossed with the Second Battalion
of the 154th Infaniry Regiment and the bridge head was held for six hours. The
-bgidge was destroyed by enemy heavy artillery. This force was then counterattacked
by tenks snd infentry and forced to withdraw across the river. Plens and preparatiom
were made to force a crossing from the Foret de Benney %o the northeast across the
Moselle and the canal. Company B jumped off with the 137th Infantry Regiment with
‘the 150th Engineer Combat Battalion in direct support to assault the river line at

3 gites in the 137th Infantry Regimentsl sector at 0500 11 September 1944 snd en-
countered heavy enemy resistance. However, a gmall bridgehead was secured with
approximately 2 companies of infantry. On 1l September 1944 at 1730, this force

once agein assaulied the river line and succeeded in crossing the bulk of the
infentry regiment which more firmly established and enlarged the bridgehead. A%

2300 the same day, construction of a treadway bridee was attempted in the vicinity

of Grevechamps. However, heavy enemy small arms fire {20mm and 50 cel machine guns )
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- forced a withdrawel of “the engineer equippage end working parties at 0130 12 September
1944 south to the vieinity of Weuviller-sur-Meselle. At 0400, Company B blew in the
benks of the canal and constructed an expedient crossing. IFnemy smell arms fire wes
driven from this point during the morning daylight hours and construction of a
treadway bridee was begun. Infantry support rafts were consbructed by Company C
and ferrying operations were begun at 1030. At 1230, treadway bridge, 156 feet in
length was completed and opened to traffie. At 2350, 12 September, smell arms fire
was removed from the hostile shore snd treadway equipment and work parties moved to
that vicinity to begin construction. At 1220, 13 September, 360 feet of ireadway
bridge at that site was opened to traffic. A% 1645, 18 September, Company C was
attached to the 320 Infantry Regiment and the 133rd Engineer Combat Babtalion was
placed in direct support to assault the la Meurthe river in the vicinity of Rosieres
gux Salines. At 1430 the seme day, elements of the 320tk Infantry Regiment had begun
crossing the la Meurthe river in the facé of 1light resistance. Two platoons of
Company B seized a bridge intact over the la Meurthe river at Rosleres aux Salines,
snd constructed an expedient bridge scross the canal. The following day Company C
removed the expedient bridge and constructed a 50 foot Bailey bridge. Company A,
still attached to the 134th Infantry Regiment, moved to a new assembly area south-
eagt of Toul to join Task Force M"s'".

SEEN On the 15th September, the Battalion moved 2 miles southwest of Rosieres aux

|| ‘Salines. On 16 September, Company B blew in the banks of the L'Est canal east of
Fleville so that pasaage of assault boats to the la Meurthe river for an assaul’d
crossing could be expedited. Compeny A constructed an expedient bridge over the
L'Est csnal in Naney and advance elements of the 134th Infantry Regiment crossed
without resistance. The following day Companies A and B cleared extensive mine-
fields snd roazdblocks :in their respective sectors while Company C constructed and
maintained a 40 foot double-double Bailey bridge 300 yards east of Buissoncourt,
facilitating the advance of the 320th Infantry Regiment.

=0ni1835aptember,'th9 Baﬁtalipn-{~).moved to the vicinity of Gallencourt where
the 1136th Engineer Combat . Group was relieved of support and the 1117th Engineer
. Combat Group was placed in direct support.

' During this entire phase of operations, the Battalion facilitated the advance
6f the Division by clearing numerous booby-trepped roadblocks and minefields and
performed extensive maintenance of all roeds and bridges in the Division sector.

. 0On 19 September, Compeny C minus 1 platoon was relieved of attachment to the
390th Infantry Regiment. The following dey Company B was relieved of attachment with
the 187th Infantry Begiment and the Battalion was given the mission of protecting

the right flenk of the Division by defending and holding with sngineer works, the
line Sorneville, Mazerulles, west to the right flank of the 137th Infantry Regiment.
Gompany A was relieved of attachment to Task Torce "SY and reconnoitered routes of
approach 1o engineer works in the RBattalion sector.

.~ On 25 September, the Battalion was relieved of its mission of protecting the
right flank of the Division and assigned the mission of constructing extensive de-
fense works on the Division main line of resistance. The 1d3rd fngineer Combab
Battalion was in direct support of the 137th Infentry Regiment while the 150th
Engineer Combalb Battalion maintained the Division main supply route and roads in
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: the Division rear ares.s shg this Battalion was in direct support of the 134th Infantxry

Regiment, one engineer Company was placed in support of each battalion in the Regimeut.
To expedite the progress of the &rd Battalion, 137th Infantry Regiment up %o the

main line of resistence, Compeny B censbtructed a class 10 expedient bridge over the
1a Seille river in the vicinity of Bey, using 6 ton pneunatic floabs.

: During thisg period, the Battalion destroyed a large enemy smmunition dwmp in
the vicinity of Champenoux. ' i ,

On 27 September, the Battalion (-) moved epproximately 10 miles morthwest %o
1a Condale,Farm & point centrally located in the 134th Infantry Regimental sector
and continued to comsbruct defensive works, utilizing barbed wire, AT and AP mines,
Booby traps, sandbags, and warning systems. PFive bridges over the la Seille river
in this sector were prepared for demolition and manned in the event of an enenmy

- breakthrough.

On 13 September 1944, at a?formal ceremony before the Battalion staff and.
Hg and Serv Company at Ceintrey, France, the Bronze Star Medal was awarded to Hajor

Philip Botchin, Battalion $-3 for meritorious service performed at Orleans, France

- during August 1944. 1st It Richard C Strachan, $/sgt John § Mortensen, Tec 5 Joseph
"B Stevbach and Pfc Frederick J Meinekes, all of Company § were recommended for the

Bronze Ster Medsel for gallentry in sction af Manhoue, France. OCOpl Thomas Jd J Downing

was recommended for the posthumous award of the Silver Star Medal for herolc action
at Flavigny, Frence. Major Edwin C Pumroy was recommended for fthe posthunous award
of the Silver Star for gsllentry in action at Nancy, France. Tec 5 Angelo J Mineconza
was recommended for the posthumous award for the Bronze Star for gallantry in action

- ab Néncy,-France. Capt Elwyn ¥ Smith, 1st Lt George W Bonc, Sgts Robert L Chesney,
‘Flwin L Wright and Tec 5's Stanley, Delgado and Willism ¥ Ague, a2ll Company B, were

recommended for the Silver Star!for the capture of & bridge across the la Meurthe

‘river at Rosieres aux Salines, France.

. There were 5 Enlisted Men and 1 officer killed in action end 15 Enlisted Men
and 1 Officer wounded during the period. The Battalion received 45 replacements and
26 hospital returnees. Two enlisted men were missing in action during the period.
Most replacements were infantry trained with secondary Engineer MOS's and have
ﬁroven,very satisfactory. On 22 September the Battalion suffered a great loss when
Major Bdwin ¢ Pumroy, Executive Officer, was killed in action while leading a patrol
in the vieinity of Champenoux. ' 2
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