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... 60T ENGINEER COMBAT BALLALION
i APQ 35_0[ o Postmaster, TWew York, NY

ACTION AGATNST E’.LEEMY, ' BE?ORTS' AETER/AFTER AGTION HEPORTS
130 Noy‘erﬂbear 1944

At the beginning of this perioed, the battalion was conbinuing its mission of maint-

aining rosds in the division sector and constructing and maintaining defense works on
the line: QJG‘.‘TGO_ERT - FOSSIEUX — CMIBR%’Y around the east of the PORET DE GREMECY. - Key

. offigcer personnel consisted of Major Philip Botchin, Bn Comdr; Capt Louis H Jd oknson, .

 Ex 0; Capt Bobert W Johnston, ADE; Cept Frank G Rennis, g-3; Copt Charles W Jones, §-21
gept Robert H Houk, §-4; 1st Lt Charles D Meckes, S-1; 1sbt Lt Charles W Harris, command-
img Hg & Serv Co; Capt Tim Mercer, commanding Co A; Capt Elwyn W Smith, commanding Co Bj
Capt Fred B Walers, Jr, commanding Co C; Gept Robert T Bandi, battzlion surgeon. The

. pattalion strength ab the beginning of the period was 26 officers, 3 warrant officers,

. gnd 549 enlisted men. : ‘ 1

: At the beginning of the pericd, Oo A was bivouseed in ABONCOURT, France, on the
epst side of the la SEILLE River. The battalion (-) was bivousced at la CANDALE FARMS,

. Tronce,*l% miles southwest of BOUKIERES, FPrsnce, with the 11356th fngineer Combat Group
£ | in direct ‘support. As the division was in a defensive position, the battelion's pri-
 mary mission was to maintain the engineer works on the division mgin line of resistance
. and &ll roads and bridges in the division zone forward of the division engineer real
| poundary. Due to the inclement weather, it was necessary to constantly haul gravel to

pateh wesk spots in the roads, ond continuel overhsuling of drainage ditches was
- . necessary. On the MLR, domestic animals would occasionslly set off mines and trip

.~ flares, and it was necessary ‘to replace these booby traps. During this pericd, the
. battalion conducted refresher schools in the use of the ANPRS mine detector.

] Z( In order to strengthen the division's defensive positions, the bridges over the
% SEIILY River southwest of JALLAUCOURT end southwest of MALLAUCOURT had been destroy-
ed by demolitions during the month of September. As the XII Corps plenned to attack
to the north znd east on 8 November 1944, and cross the river at these points, it wag
necessary to design sturdy expefient ramps which could be carried to the site by hand
and errected hurridly, &s soon as the gites were free of amall arms fire. In order to
" getermine the gep on the demolithed structures, Cept Fremnk G Rennig, battalion $-3, on
the night of 3 November 1944, led a reconnaissance patrol to the sites and secured the
necessery information. B '
.7 onstruction of remps was sbtarted smmedistely. The JALLAUCOURT ramp was & class
60 ramp, 15 feel long, and the MALLAUCOURT romp was & class 40, 20 feet long. ALl
ramps were 45 inches wide with a gep of 40 inches between ramps. A locking piece wWas
devised so that the ramps would not slip while in place. They were construched of 31
by 12% timbers and the MALLAUCOURT remp was designed to accomodate a Shermen tank which

could safely push before it a 30-ton mine detonating roller. v
on 5 November 1944, Co B was pleced in direct support of the 137th Infantry and

.Co ¢ in direct support of the 320th Infantry Regimenb. (o A was battalion reserve.
The following day, Co B moved %o MANHOUE snd Co ¢ to the FORET DE CREMBCY . '
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~ Yon the night of 7 November 1944, Co's B end C cleared numerous geps in the HLR so
_ that the infanvry regiments could attack through our own defenses., - At 0600 hours the
" following morning, the division attacked successfully te the north and east. The squad
from Go A encountered enemy machine gun snd rifle fire as they atlempted to launch the
JALLAUCOURT ramp, and it was necessary to use the covering fire of assault guns on the
tanks that were waiting to cross. The treadway was launched at 1030 and readyfor use in
a period of 20 minubtes and immediztely after launching, btanks successfully crossed the
ramps. At the MALLAUCOUHL site, the ramps, weighing spproximately one ton, were carried
to the site on & = ton truck trailer. As a launching squad from Co A arrived at the
high ground ‘west of the bridge, they found thatl obgerved enemy artillery fire was eo in-
tense that it was impossible to spproach the site with truck end trailer. Cspt Louis H
Johnson, Battelion Execubive Officer, who was present in an advisory cepacity, concelved
the idea of unhitching the trailer from the prime mover just below the crest of the high
- ground, and with the ald of a jeep, pulled the trailer over the high ground, down the
| pill to the site, thereby successfully launching both sections in s minimum of time. %
| The same dsy the battalion (-) moved to GREMECEY. B

L The following day Co A was pleced in direct support of the 134th Infentry Regimeat,

¢ and following the advance of the infantry regiments, the battelion (-) moved to '

" JALLAUCOURT on 10' November 1944; GHREECOURT on 12 November 1944 and ACHAIN on 14 Nov-
Cember 1944, ‘ .

" On 12 November 1944, Co C was relieved of direct support of the 320th Infentry

' Regiment and reverted to battalion control. During the peried, Go G was battalion re-
' gerve, removed considerable obstacles and road blocks from rozds in the division sector
which, becsuse of the large amount of mine clearing to be done, could not be accon-
plished by other engineer troops. ' ;

. 0On 14 Yovember 1944, Co A consbructed a 24 foob, class 40 steel tresdway bridge
 over a demolished culvert northwest of HABOUDANGE snd the following day, Co C replaced
steel treadway which had been laid by supporting troops, with two Bsiley bridges, a 50
" foot D/& north of BREHAIN, and a 20 foot 5/§ south of BEBHAIN. To expedite traffic
through the town, comsiderable rubble was removed from the streets with a bulldozer.

The following day, Co B removed 2000 1bs of explosives from & culvert on the main
nighwey spproximately /4 miles north of BARONVILLE. The charge was to have been
detonated with o time mechanism but was found end neutralizéd before the time limit had

expired. '

. On 17 November 1944, Co A was relieved of support of the 13th Infantry Regiment
and reverted to battelion reserve, while Co ¢ was placed in direct support of the 320th
. Infentry Regiment., The 1135th Ingineer Combat Group was relieved of support of the 35th
. Infontry Division and the 1117th Engineer Combat Group was placed in direct support.

. On 18 November 1944, (o B remeved snd destroyed four 200 1b aerigl bombs which
were used as demolitions with the intention of destroying a culvert southeast of HAR~
PRICE. On 20 November 1944, Co B removed two 200 1b bombs from a culvert north of

~ BISTROEF and three days later removed six 100 1b aerisl bombs from a culvert approx—
' | imately one mile west of HELLIMER. _

¢t 110019 WGVemb_err 1944, battalion (-) moved to a bivouac area one mile northeast of
' MORMANGH, |
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On 25 Yovember 1944y €8 A constructed a o4 foot, cless 40 treasdway bridge over
eraters west of HELLIMER. The szme dgy the first platoon of Co A was attached to the
1%4th Combat Team and the 1117th Engineer Group relieved of support of the Bth Infantry
Division, The 1135th Engineer Group was sgain placed in direct support of the division.

Y e

The following day the battalion (-) moved to ERSTROFF,

On 25 November 1944, Co A (=), replaced treadway bridges southeast of FRAHCALTROFF
snd southeast of LENNING with culverts and £i1ls, end constructed a culvert on the rosd
west of HILSPRICH, (o B removed aerial bombs from a culvert in the vieinity of
BEELLIMER, Phe following day Go A (=) replaced treadway soubh of FRANCALTROFE with a
eulvert.

; On 27 November 1944, Co C removed spproximately 850 pounds of TNT from one-half

" mile of railroad track southeast of LENTING. The same day Cofs B and ¢ reverted to

. battalion control snd moved thelr CP's to HRSTEOFF, The following day the first plat-

. oon, GO A was relieved of sttachment to the 1%th Combat Team, and rejoined the coupany
in ERSTROFE, f ,

- On % November 1944, Co B constructed a 70 foot, cless 40 D/8 Bailey bridge
¢ soubheas? of HEMERING,

X In sddition to these tasks, &11 of the companies performed extensive mainbenance
and daily minesweeping of roads. The rebreating enemy blew innumerable craters in
rosds in sn abtempt to slow down the advance of the division, but these crabers were
zenerally adequately filled with the use of a bulldozer and engineer working parties,
or bridged with treadway. During this operation the babtalion encountered more enemy
eraters and rosdblocks than it had since its arrival in TRAWCE., Aerisl bombs, used
as demolition charges, were encountered for the first time, and in great guantities.
The enemy also made coplous use of "S" mines, Tellermines, and the Little known
HRiegel! or rail mine, which detonabtes with only slight pressure, thereby neking it
a hgzard to both personnel end vehicles, It was found that the most practicsl way
of disposing of the Riegel mine Was %o "hlow! it in place, or as soon after removal
a8 possible, as it 1s believed that many of them are fused with time fuses and may
detonate after having been removed & considerable length of time., In no instance
sre these mines to be removed and stacked. Tot since NOHMANDY has this babtalion
encountered as many engineer works as in this operation. Every town in the division
sector was barrsceded with log barriers and farm implements. In. aglmost every instance
ropds leading into and out of a town were cratered, thus isolating the town. JFrom an
engineer point of view, ench town was a bridgehead, as immediabely after a town had
besn ceptured by infentry troeps, it was necessary bo quickly bridge or fill, the
‘ersters in the roads leading into town. Mines were well comouflaged, even to the
extent of burying them in s road and covering them with & thin layer of tar so thab
it would sppear to be merely a "road patchfi, Mine sweeping was extremely difficult
due to the dampness and muddy roads, in addition to shrepnel which littered the
rosds snd mede zccurate recording difficulf. 3

 During this period, two enlisted men were awsrded Pronze Star Medsls, General
Orders 52, Hq 35th Inf Div, dated 17 Wov 44, awarded the Bronze Star to 8/8et Chester
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Wade, platoon sergeent of Co A, for heroic service during the construction of defensive
works from 23 to 25 October 1944 in the vicinity of BRIN-gur-SEILLE to GEEMECY, Frence.
Formsl presentation was mede 19 November 1944, one mile northeast of MOHHAWGE, France.
Genersl Order 53, Hg 35th Inf Div dated 23 November 1944, awarded the Bronze Htar to
Opl Bdward M Smith, an assisbant squad teader of Co B for heroic servies in the evac-
uation of a wounded comrade under fire near JALLAUCOURT, France. Fommsl presentabion
vag made 26 Fovember 1944 ot ERSTROFF, France. M/8gt John § Parker, former battalion
operation's sergeant received a battlefield sppointment as second lieutensn®, Corps of
Engineers in recognition of the leadership ability displayed by him since the entry

of this unit into combat. He has been assigned platoon leader of the first platoon,
Co A.

On 8 Wovember 1944, the battalion suffered a great loss when Cagptain Flwyn W
8mith, Commending Officer of Company ¥ was wounded while leading his company in the
placing of prefzbritated bridee sections across a destroyed bridge southwest of
JALLAUCOURT, France. Lst Lt George W Bond has assumed comnand of the company. In
the same operstions, get Peter J Maccio and Pvt E C Huffmen, both o B, were killed

. by artillery fire. On 10 Hovember 1944, a detail from Co { were sweeping a road in

£ the Forest de Chatesu Salins and were ambushed by a strong enemy position, ALl Dub

' four members of this detail esceped, but Cpl Cari J Schroefier, Pfe (lenville ¥ Voges,

.. Pvt Ben R Hokhlt, and Pvt Thomas C Fabiano were not found zmd arve carried as missing

gl in achion. Total casuslties for the month were two enligted men killed in action,

| one officer and eleven enlisted men wounded sad there wers 51 mon-battle casualtles.
The babttalion received 55 replac;:ementa and 55 men returned to duty from hospitals.
Bottalion strength at the end of the period was 29 Cfficers, 3 Warrant Officers, and
598 enlisted men. | ‘
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