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AGT‘IOW AGAINST ENEMY, REPORTS APTER/ AFTER ACTION HEPORTS
: : 13l December 1944

. Ab the beginning of thisg period the battslion was continuing 1te miseion of facili-
tating the sdvence of the 35th Infantry Division iz its drive toward the Spar River. :
 Key officer persosnsl consisted of Lt (ol Philip Botchin, Commanding (Lt Col Botchin was
. promoted from the ramk of Major to L% Col on 1 December 1944); Copt Louis H Johnson was
~ Execubtive Officer; Cept Frank G Reanis, §-3; Capl Charles W Jones, §-2; Capt Robert H
- Houk, Bd: (spt Robert W Johnston, Aesietant Divielon Engineer; lst Lt Cheries D Meckes,
. B-1; 1st Lt Charles W Herris, commanding Hg & Serv (o; Cept Tinm Mercew, commanding Co A:
. 1st LY George W Bond, commanding Co B; and (apt Fred B Wabers, Jr, commanding Co C. On
15 December 1944, Major Alexsnder G Sutton, Jr, was assigned from bthe 1117tk Eagineer
| Combat .Growp and assigned as Executive Officer; Oept Louis H Johunson was assigned as 8-3;
- Qapt Frank G Rennis assiguned as (0, Co O; Capb Charles W Jones assiguned as C0 Co By and
(ept Pred B Wabers, Jr, was assigned as f-2. Batialion strength abt the begimning of the
 period wes 28 officers, & warramnt officers, and 598 enlisled men. \

E, . At the beginning of this period, the babttalion was bivouaced ab Brstroff, France.

. The babtalion's primary mission at this time was to facilitabe, with rosd clesrsnce, and
. engineer works, the advemce of the 35tk Infemtry Division. It was enticipated that, as
. in the preceeding moath, the battalion would encovnber aumerous mine fields, road Dblocks,
ond. eratered roade. In most insbances, it was planuned to bridge these anticipated

craters by using either steel trespdway or by filling them with rubble. m

On 1 December 1944, Co A constructed a class 40 Balley Bridge, morth of Bistroff,
over a 'blown culvert while small elements from companies A and B constructed two culveris
' and £ills south east of Hemering om & crabered road. (o B conducted schools end geve

nwmerous demonstrations on the use of the flame thrower, assault boats, and pele and

 satehel charges for the 137th Infenbtry Reglment. [The following day, Co A constricted a
 edlvert on the road southesst of Hemering, and oll three companies trained in pillbox

destruction in preparation for the anbicipated tamashing! of the Biegfried Line, Tesis

were made of the effectiveness of differsend sized explosive cherges on pillboxes of the
 Maginot Line defenses which were located in the area. The same day, Co 4 with one plat~
oon 0o B sbtached, was placed in direct support of the 13th Infantry Regiment, and (o ( !
with oume platoon (o B abtached, was pleced in support of the Z20th Tafsnbry Regiment.
. Ta#.1175th Engineer Combat Grouwp remained in direct support of the #5th Infentry Division. |
A and O Compeniss were placed in support of their respective regiments to facilitate the '
. assault of the Moderbach River., However, only light, scattered resisbance was ancounb-
L ared. - . : : .

! - Omn 3 December 1944, the batbalion (-) moved to Pebit-Tenquin while fo A comsbructed
%o treadwsy bridges over the river soubheast of Puttelaage. The following day, the two
“platoons from Cec B which hed been attached lo Compsnies A and C, were relieved of atbach~
ments. o A constructed a steel tresdwsy bridge over thé Moderbach River northwest of
Puttelanze while Co  constructed an infantry support reft and a footbridge over the
.Moﬂ.efna?h River sauﬁh-c:ﬁ' Holving, despite accurate, though moderate, artillery five,

i L On 5 December 1944, the babtslion (-) moved to 8% Jean Bohrbach. Co A constructed -/
. two steel treadwsy bridges, class 30 ond 40, over blown culverts north of Hambach, while

!
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Co ¢ constructed an infantry support bridge over the Moderbach southwest of Holving.
The following 8ay, the battzlion (~) moved to Heckenrsnsbach. (o A consbructed a class

o1 a0 treadwey bridge over a demolished eulvert on the mein highway southwest of farresue-
‘mines. Co B comstructed a2 class 40 Bailey Bridge over a crabter southwest of Hambach,
- while Co ¢ constructed a class 40 btreadway bridge ot Heckearansbach over a demolished

culvert and a class 40 Bailey Bridge southeast of Neufgrange., In asddition to these tasks
during this period, all companies performed daily maihfenance znd mineclearing of all
ropds in the division sector. The enemy had made coplous ugse of AT aud AP mines, and a

- uugber of minefields were removed. '
elon o ! iy

L "éhis poind, the division Bed reached the bamks of the Bear River, and plong snd
extensive reconnsissance wae made for w.i‘@] %@simg gites., PBoubth of Sarreguenmlnes, a

| pailroad bridge had beem destroyed by the retresbing ememy, bubt a daring reconnalssance

by 24 Lt John § Parker, Co A, disclosed $hat with only mimor repeive it could be ubtllized
a8 a bridge for foot elements of the assaulting infantry. In the division right sector,
@ suiteble agsault crossing site was found ab Zetiing, and further plans for the abtack

. were made. : ‘

| The glst ‘Chemicel Smoke Generating Company was attached to this bebbtalion to provide

| the necessary covering smoke for the bridging operations. A Task Force composed of (om~
panies A end B and ome compasy of the 133rd Engineer (ombab Battalion was formed and
| commanded by Cept Louis H Johnson, Babttalion Ixecutive Ufficer, to facilitabte the cross-

L ing of the sssaulbiag troops in the left sector, while a task force composed of Co ¢ of

bridges wag begun. ~ : :

' this battalion end two compsnies of the 133rd Engineer Combab Battelion, commanded by Lb
- Col Skeen, 133rd Engineer Cogbat Battalion fopmander, wes formed o facilitate the cross-
img in the division right sector. Assawlt eguipage was assembled in forward assenbly
areas, as fingl plans for the a,ssiault were cemplebed.

-‘ '(')_n-B Becamﬁer 1944, the 13%3:3:&@. %20%h Infautry Reglments assgulted the river line

 shreast. The 1T4th crossed on the partielly demolished railroad bridge without a cesusl-
i 4y in the sssault, smd the BZ20th "hit" the hostile shore in assailt boabs., Immediabely.

after the assavlting regiments hal crossed the Sasr, consiruction of necessary supporting

Tiﬁe 8lst Chemical 3moke Generating go cecupied tl.ié iaigh ground west of ﬁarmg;uﬁmiﬁas

and Remelfing, ond covered the Sarre River valley with dense clouds of smokes. (ompanies
A snd B then constructed o steel treadway bridge over The cansl abt Garreimsmingiand conm-
struction of a Bailey Bridge over the Sarre River was begun st this point and abt Sarre-

guenines by supporting engineers. Bridging in the divislon right seclor gt Wittring vas

'poteble bacause while the river was less tham 100 feel wide ab this point, 1t required

200 feet of bridging: 2 130 £t class 40 Bailey Bridge over the railroad, a 60 f% Bailey
Bridge over the cangl, and 100 £t Bailey Bridge over the Sarre itself. A} Sarreinsming,

treafwsy was laid over the canzl despite direct fire from enemy gelf-propelled guns o0n

| the hostile shore. Umi?r this same fire, a class 40 .}Bailpy-:ari&ga was begun ab this site,

: , Under the partiallq'% demolished railway bridge south of Sarreguemines, I Tgeir force
 Johnson! opened o class fen bridge over the river and canal. Comstruction of a bridge in
: _Sarmgaémines- was posiponed uwalil the enemy could ve cleored from the city.

i
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Work on the Bailey Eiidze at Sarreinsming was conbinued for 48 hours despiie Infense
observed artillery fire snd numerous casuslties, Upon complebion, a 160 foot class 40
bridge was opencd. Thirtsen minutes laber, the final brifdge ab Wittring in the division
‘right sector was opened and the bridgeheod wag Tirnly esteblished. Immedistely affer the
_opening of these bridges, tanks and tank destroyers crossed to the far shore. The bridge
2% Sarreimsming was noteworthy im that for the second time in the history of this babial~
- iom, bridging operations were lightaéd by enemy flares. ¥lares wers encountered for the
. first time while a floating treadwsy was being constructed over the Moselle River in the
- wicinity of Greveckamps, France. Because of the heavy, observed, artillery fire on
. bridging sites daring this crossing, numerous couaber batlery and 70T fires were secured
 through division arbtillery and thoroughly coversi sil possible enemy observation posts.
. Dué o the deep mud of Loreimne, aud the insdequate road net in this secbor, strict
- traffie circulstion was essenbial wuntil it was possible to construch a class 0 Bailey
. Bridge in Sarreguemines which diverted heavy traffic through the city. &

e ?}.{.&f%exﬁthe successfwl crossing of the Sarre, the division pressed forward toward its

. next objective, the Flies River, last natural barrier in the path to German soll. During
| this period the babtalion kad cleared of mines and kept in a constant state of repsir,
8ll roads in the division sector between the Barre zand Blies Rivers, filled in numercus

¢ craters in roads, and destroyed by the use of demolitions, numerous ohservabion btowers

. whick dotted the counbryside zad which were belag used by the ememy to direct srtillery
4 fire. Aress suspected of containing mines and explosives were cerefully exsmined and in
, | the basement of a chateau in Sarreguemines, a new type 18-day time delsy device was Tound.
- The main cherge counsisted of 2400 pounds of dynamife. The igniter and explosive were con-
cesled in a pile of potatoes snd when found, the igniter clock had only two and one~hslf
 days left before dstonation. This device is small (3" high) sc that it can be easily

~ concealed, (Consequently, it is recommended that all captured explosives be thoroughly

| examined before being sent {o duwmps for reuse., A device nsy be concesled in the conbtain-
er. M On 12 December 1944, the battalion (-) moved o Sarreinsming, France, where final

. plensg were mafe for the asseult of the Blies River. Each compsny was ln direct support
of its respective Regiment for the assault crossing. p : |

i The battalior had assewbled 988 feet of foob bridge iam forward psgenmbly areas, and
' during the night of 12 Decenber 1944, 0o ¢ constructed a footbridge in the vicinity of
Blies Fbersing, and one battalion of the B20th Infenlyy créswd with no enemy opposiltion.
o B crossed elements of the 137th Infenbry in assault boabs. The forwvard assembly area
for sssault squipage was heavily shelled in this sector and much of the equipage was de-
strogyed or damaged. However, a footbridge was constructed but it was desivoyed by
enemy artillery fire. (o A ferried one battelion of the 134th across in assault boais
and then constructéd a footbridge in the vielnity of Fraunenberg which was used the follow-
| ing night by another battslion of the 13¥ta Infanbtry. On the night of 13 December 1344,
another battalion of the 320th crossed on the footbridge in thelr seclor while Co B
| ferried another battalion of the 137th Infantry across. Al this point, only 400 odd feet
. of footbridee remained. The rest had been destroyed or damaged heyond repair by enemy
- grtillery fire. . ' _

| On 14 December 1944, a class 40 steel treadvay bridegs was constructed in the vielnity
| of Frauenberg ond heavy swpporbing wespons were immediately ecrossed. A4 profile study of
- the terraln kad been made in the vicinity of Frauenberg, and when all pointe of obser-
. wvebion on the hostile shore Lasd been ocoupled by our forees, consiruction of s 100 foolb
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class %0 Bailey Bridge, and an glternate infanbry support bridge was begun. On the morn-
ing of 15 December 1944, both of these bridges were opened for fraffic, and bank and berkc
destroyers immediately crossed to the hostile shore. The same day, Co € constructed an
. infantry support bridge al Bliesbruck. The following night, Co C despite heavy mriillery
 and mortar fire, constructed a footbridge at Relcheim, Germeny, and on the morning of 17
 Deceuber 1944, supporbing engineers completed o floating treadwoy bridge at this point to
. firmlysupport our bridgehesd. The Z5%th Infantry Division was firmly esbablished in '
Germany.

\_{Eﬁﬁs bdttalion had successfully crossed the division over three rivers: the Moder—
. bach, Barre, and Blies Rivers in a period of eight days. From experiences gained in the
. assault crossings and the successful assault of the Moselle River, cerbain conclusicne
. became spparent. | ' B

‘. .1, For &ll major bridging operations, i.e,, the zssault of a river line, sn ap-

. “tillery limison officer should be available to the engineer at the bridge site, and with

 his kmowledge of the capabilities and limitations of friendly end enemy srtillery fire,

. cen c#ll for the necessary arfillery fires. s :

E‘j’; , ', Profiles of the aresa in ‘the vieinity of a bridge site should be made prior te

 abtempted construction. It is believed that if bridging is delayed until eneny obser-

 vabion points are occupied by friendly troops, the bridge could be opened for traffic

. soomer then it would have been if consiruction had started while the enemy still had obe

& | served artillery fire on the site, If it is necessary to construct & bridze before

. enemy observaticn is removed, construction should be delayed snd ell personnel remein

.| away from the site until the hours of dariness. Assembling of equipment, or troops, dur-

| ing deylight hours will allow enemy cbservers t0 accurately adjust and register the site

' pefore darkness. : B 1 : 3

%,  Assault waves must assault through and over ground which is to be used as a
bridge site. If the hostile shore at ths bridge has not been clearsd by the assaulting
forces, sniper fire cen delay construchion for e considerable number of hours. 4

 On 17 December 1944, the battalion (~) moved to Biies Ebersing and for the next
. few days all companies were occupied in maintenance of the bridges in the division sec-
' tar, and further rosd clearance and repair. On 21 December 1944, the division was re-
1ieved in this sector and the batbtalion received orders to regroup abt Eilsprick. -
 Betfelion closed in new assembly ares at 1700 howrs., The following dey, the babialicn
was ordered to move by convoy Ho ‘Metz., Normal combab team attachments were in effect
and one platoon from each compeny accompanied thelr respective regiment on the division
" mgve. The battalion (~) crossed the IP ab Pubbtelange ot 2230 snd as we were behind the
. Army light line, full headlights were uged. Eneay sirplanes were encountered for the
| first time since 8% Lo, that night, and the entire convoy was harassef for about two
" hpurs. As scon as it became mpparent that enemy sireraft were in the area, all head-
. 1ights were extinguished, but the roads were heavily straffed by the hostile planes.
" Because the headlights had been exbinguished, the straffing was not sccurate snd 1little
. dsmage was done. The Yattalion bivouaced in the Grand Zrsenel in Mebm, and clossed ab
222400, The following morning, the combat platoons returned to battalion control. The
~ battalion was assembled for the first time in sbout 2 month, and for the nexlt few daye,
performed sxbensive maintensnce on organie trensporbation. Full use was ngde of a1
i Bpecial fervice facilities such as motion pictures, USO (lubmobiles and Vaudeville shows.
| The enlisted men were given every opportunity to clesnse and rehbbilitabe themselves,

b
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ign,eﬁ.%ﬁtha mirﬂ. Unii.ed States Army coxpa. the d:,visimn was aré.ereé.
be German aomﬁemffansive. Wormel eombab team ad;tanhmen’cz were.
24 scember 1944, the Bn (-) left for the northern front. The Bn

zm,c H.ABAYALA,-NEWE, Belgium at 2000 hours where Co B was immedintcly
uppar of the 137¢h Inf and Co G in direct support of the 320tk Inf to
th.e dwmian nori:h slong the Belgmm-mxem“beurg bor&er @.emess
Go ,a, remaineé_ in IBn reser\re. -

_ cem'ber :1944, i—.he elx.v:.s:v.on a,ttacked to the north and crossed Tooth
' mvers wxﬁhou app on,. In ithe 137th sector, (o B constructed two footbridges over

y 1 river no th of . TIIEE!;HC&E Belgium while in the 320th sector; 0o C constrmte& L
Sure River, southwest of BOULATIDE, Belgium,. Immedintely after the
_1-?-'1*51‘30;;9 ha,d. rossed the suf‘ba,ch River in the 137th sector, Co B constructed a
Sreadway bridge ab the same site and suppartmg wegpons and benks crossed immed-
Tae game day the Bn (~) moved to BILEDORE, Luxembourg and Co A was plaged in
mppert £ the 134th Inf Eegfa Sup:@artlng; engineers constructed two :Bailey briéges :
' Sure River %o ;strengthen the ‘bric«.@;eheaét. A Clase 20 on the north-south road
RSDORF and. BOULATDE and 2 Class 40 sauthwest of BOULAIDE were constructed when  '

mteﬁ “uhe i‘mo%r:ﬁdgges. o

i Bet:aua_. | L'heew;y‘ ‘spow in this secﬁor, it became necessary to fom ice naﬁmln {m

sll importanj roads 1n ﬁhe divmmn seclor and. to haul send to cover all icy sgge 18, |
istiff enew resistance was now 'be:m@r encountefe& bv our infantr;sr snﬁ. as 8 @reeautwnw‘ |
sasure i the event of o large scale mechanized abtack all bridges over the Bure river :
were wire: for alemcl:.tmn a:n.é. numemus antia-%ank mnef:.elﬁs werse laid

Lo U}gen order fr«am Hq Thivd Um.t{ea. s{:aﬁea Army, this oabtalmn reorﬁanlzed en 15
tmecamber, 944 under T/0 and Els @e 5; B~16 and 5-17 dated 13 March 1944 as amended by
. 2 August 1944, Very little change in perscnnel wes necesaary zand raquia- chad

i0: yere’ mhmiti«.ea for nev equigment suthorized,

Darmg; this permd four Silvér Stare and-Five Branze atar Meials were awaré.ea. too |
‘;‘;fafficars and men of the batbalion, Generel Order 85, ‘Hg 35tk Inf Div dated B Dec 44
tii-:.i&waré.eé. the silver Sta,r to Sgb Bl}.ly J Johnson, (o ¢, for herolc action in the Foret de

‘ chateam $alins in November 1944, $gt Johnson is now ‘hospitalized for wounds received in
this action. General order 57, I—Iq 35th Inf Div dsted 18 Dec 44 awarded the §ilver. Star
] 'capt Elwyn W Smith, G0 B, :E'or gallantrv in sction d.ur:r.ng; the bridging of the Hellle j

: “near JALT, AUCOURT, France, Hospitalizatian from wounds received in ‘this action have
made 'gresmtaman impnasible ﬁ/ Sgi‘z Haroldean Millar, Co .&, was awarded the Silver Star '
for herolc action in evapuating c@t Smith after he was seriously wounded near JALLAUOGURB?
‘ 'f‘a.n' o ?resentation wag made at a formel ceremony at FOLPER&VILLE‘R, Fronce, 18 Dec 44,
3 sa.me orcler ‘awarded the anse Star to Cpl Joseph fan Anbonio for heroism in aaaist.*; 2
ng %g’c Miller in Capt S;nithls evaa‘emtio ?resentatiun was mode gt the same ceremany.

en :cal (?arﬂ.er B4, Ha 35% 2 Inf Div dated 36 Wov. 44 swarded the Bronze Star %o Tec &
,s.glva.t : 'lfortara, Co G.; a0 gallantry in action in the Forvet De Chateaun Balins, Farmal
reaen‘ba‘hlen was made 1 Dec 44 at ERSTROFF, Frence. General G«é.er 57, Hq 85th Inf Div
ﬁataé. 18 Dec 44 awarded é’bh& Branze Star to Tec 5 James A Williasms, Co B, for merztormu&

o samice :E'rom 1@ ley to 8 Dec 4.4 I!‘armal presen’ﬁatmn was made atb ElLSPI‘iIGH. France on

TBEGRET
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2 'ceremeny ab M.‘&TZ. Franoe on 25 Dec 44 tlw Silver Star was pre- ;_@, :
erry P Bobn, Med Det and Bronze Stars to Pfc Louls J Yasparro, Co A" =
'einﬁwe, Co Bv ‘General Order 48, ﬂg 35tk Inf Div, dated 23 Oct 44, was
or Tec gahn‘s award for heroism at & mine explosion at AJONCOURT, France -

d General Order 13, same Hq dated 4 Aug 44 for heroisnm ab HMill 122
 Trance,  All three men had recenbly reburned to meir um.'ba ai"ter
ault af wa*mé.s :.ncarre& in these m‘bions. :

_a,'talio _b é.am.ng the month of Decefiber First Ln.eutenemt Paul B Shamha.rt Sy
d Lieutenant Charles fwebz, and 8/ Sgb Haroldesn Miller, This loss wes keenly
he officers and men of the unit snd these three steriing leafiers of men will
"',har repla.ce, m ﬁhwﬂhm't 2 platoon commsnder, 0o O, was killed by an "S% mine

| while evgouabing one of his men who had been seriously wounded, Lt Shemhart braved a

| savage artillery ‘barrage and ltnowingly possed through a thickly sown anbi-personael

: ﬁ;_mnefz.elé. in an effort to remove the wounded soldier to safety, Lt Bwetz, platoon com-
'anclar, Co B, Was serieusly weundeé. when his jeep exploded an enemy mine while on re-
pissance. §/8gb Miller, a pla,toon sergesnt of Co A who had been previously swarded
bl the ] ronze Star| a:néi gilver $|tar for gellentry snd herolem, was killed by an enemy
sﬁ;rel jWhllB on a night raconns:.ssance preparatary ‘bo 1aying g frienﬂly minafz.alé.

] Wa:c .aiw Officer Junmr er-actél E}earge O Huff, Hq a.nd Serv Co, Batt al:.on Au‘mmowve
fficery fereseeing; tiae sorious jeaparﬂy to motorized waz‘fare caused by the high ¥ire
airtgl:z.ty rate in :E'orwa,réi. comuat jZones, on his own inz.’sia,ﬁiVe with much creg’ﬁwe ima,g-—‘
1nat on. ané.itecﬂnlcal Bkill, Aes“gnetl and aonstructed. an elechro-magnetic road sweeping

. ._-ﬁa_,,be used to sweep the large Quantities of shell fragments, splinters and other
metal from. the roads end towns in heavily shelled areas.: The use of this device reduced
e nugber af flats incurred by i;his unit by fifty percent and the number of tires :
"eé.itw nty-five percenﬁ. It is ‘bela.eve& that tins &evice may Jgrave to be of mest_ ;

v tze through the thes,ter,,

; '.'Eotal casaa,.tles for the jgerioa were one officer snd six enlisted men kille&, mm
afi’mera and - th:.rtyufour enlisted men wounded; two enlisted men missing in aghion and
L Pifhy-eix non-oabtle casuali:ies” Total strength at close of period was 26 afflcers, ,
3 warrant offzcexs, an:zl 555 enlistad men. Prisoners captumd- Two. ;
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