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S0TH BUGLNEER COMBAT BATTALION
n APO 35 ofo Postmaster, NWew York, NY

& Bepbember 1244

SUBJECT: Action Against Fnemy, Reports After/After Action Reports.

0 ¢ The Adjutent General, War Depariment, Washington, D.C.
TERU ; Commanding Genersl, 35th Infantyy Division,

<4F0 35 cfo Postmester, New York, New York.

In compliance with let indorsement, letter Headguarters First United
States Avwmy, File Ref: Z19. lfﬁOi (C) dated 13 July 1944, forwaried herewith Action
Againgt Enemy, Reports After;ﬁiter Action Reports,
For the Commanding Cfficex:
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1 = hction Against Eneuny, ZReports After/ .
After Action Eeports |

2 -~ Journal, £0th Engr Combat Bn .

19.1 ' l1st Ind ‘ RGC/mia Q;j

(2 Sep 44)
HQ ZSTH IND DIV, ARC 35, U § Army, 20 Sep 44

TC: Commanding Genersl, XII Corps, APO 312, U § Army

Forwarded in compliance with paragraph 2, Memo 2, Headouarters XII Corps,
2 hugust 1944,

. For the Commending CGeneral:
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2 Incls Adjutant General
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a8 alvence guard for the division srtillery and moved Trom there to Theiville, three

 This company removed incendisry and delayed sction devices on steel girders and
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. = : HEADQUARTERS 2
60TH ENGINEXR COMBAT BATTALION
Fons  APO.BE c[q_Pastmas-ter, New Yozk, NY

. ACTION AGAINST HNEMY, REPORTS APTER/AFTER ACTION REPORTS.
_ wiale . 1-BlL August 1944 o L

o '_@nil August 1944, 60th Engineer Combat Battelion was locabed 2% miles south of

. 8%t Lo, Manche, France. Key officers were: Major Edwin ¢ Pumroy, gommending Officer;
. Major ‘Thomas E Virgin, Execubtive Officer; Major Philip Botchin, 8-3; Cspt Robert W

.~ Jobnston, 8-2; 1st Lt Charles ¥ Haorris, S413 1st Lt Fobert H Bouk, S-4; Capt Fravk G
 Reonis, Assistant Division HEngineer; Cept Elwyn W Smith, Commanding Officer Hg and Sewv
. Co; Capt Tim Mercer, Commanding Officer Compeny A; Capt Charles W Jones, Commanding

o Officer Company Bj Capt Tred B Woters, Jr, Commending Officer, Company 0. Btrength of
' the battelion was 28 Officers, 3 Werrsut Officers, 578 Enlisted Mem. - e

. / Atfthe-- beginning of this peairicd, this battalion was faciliteting the aﬁvancé of

| the 35th Infantry Division in its southward attack toward Torigni-sur-Vire end the -

 Vire river. In this operation, ithe battalion's missions were 4o reconnoiter Souleu~

. yere river for cxossing sites; assist in croesing foot elements: construction of fords :

. for movement of anti-tank wespons across river; assist in the construction of treadway

i bridges across Souleuvre river by supporting unite; sweeping, posting, and malnbtaining

' poads in division zome. After the capture of Torigni-sur-Vire and the crossing of the

ri'v‘er, the division was pinched off four miles north of Vire.

1 ot 2300, 6! August 1944 for bivouac in the vicinity of §t Hileire du Harcourt, 2 digte

H .ance bi_’;-m%miles,- closing at 0410, 7 August 1944, Here the division's mission was to

| resist the enemy attempt to break through at Mortain. The battalion supported this
| 'mission by preparing sn engineer ‘parrier plan, directly supporting the three infanbry
. regiments, loperating defensive patrols, ‘elearing roads inbto snd in Mortain of Imocked.
' oub tanks, tank destroyers, vehicles, enimals gnd debris, snd mainfaining main supply
routes in division zome. : i ; Sl
. On 13 Auguet 1944, battelion moved on night motor march %o the vicinity of Le
‘Mams. CP closed at 132805 end opened at 141000. Here, division was debached from

'..'}:B'aiﬁ'faiiontremaine&, in bivouac, alerbed for movement 5-6 August 1944 and moved out

ee

| Jizgh United Stebes Ammy and atbachel to Third United States Amy and began perbicipat- Uy

7 jon in its esstward advance. Babttalion moved from Le Mens to Boussy, 16 August 1944,

miles south of Chatesudun on lﬁzj_ﬁugust 1944. One platoon, Company B, was attached to

| Tagk Force MS% which moved on to occuwpy Orlesns. Company B (~) was in direct supporb.

. supports in Free French Headquarters in Orleans, cleared debris from streets end oper-
. ated water units in the cilty. . Approximetely 60,000 %o 80,000 gallons of water per day
' was supplied for clvilian and military use in Orleans desplite the fact that one of the
. cities two supply sources, and city water noins had been destroyed by the retreating
enemy, and the La Loire river was inaccesssble due %0 small apms, morter and artillery
fire, In mddition to normel intelligence information, specisl reports were prepared
- . 4n connection with a large enemy air fiecld and a well stocked enemy meap Gepot capiured
.~ gt Chatesudun. b : - ! L

' Battalion moved 19 August 1944 to fhree miles north of Artenay. Vhile there, 338
. captured vellwey cars i;'loaﬁaéi. with enemy eguipment were inventoried. On 21 August 1944,
~battalion moved to five miles south west of Monbargis. There, a mined and boobybreapped
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i _-"E-a'ba‘bls 559 feet 1ong was. cleare& from the nain. supp‘.iy route, and a s'beel rail o‘bstacle f
' ;;_ramwe&' campany A captured brid.ges on’ the sast-west highwsy through Montargis, in- e
bact, ‘and Company ¢ seized bridges on ithe northmsouth highwey through “ﬁcn*&argm, i oo
_tact Ex’ﬁenszve rua& an&. ’briage racannamssance was mad.e of thzs area.. - _

e an 25 Augus‘b 1944, 'battalion moved to 3k mnes vod ot Gourtsmy. ;Pra@area
angineer barrier plan fronm QOrleans to &"royes, and repamtea 'b} ottad ou’o hlghwaar signs
_altmg_ 'Bhe highway between ﬁhe twa cl‘bles , :

Bai:izaiion m.ovea on 2& Augus’c 1944 to 10 miles smuthwes‘b of Troyes Baﬁtslmn

: esta‘blishe& and msnned road blocks gouthwest of Troyes and made @repara.tmns for d.e»- o
§ stroying 211 bridges. crossing Seine river from Verrieres to Courtenot, to prc%ecﬁ 53]
“division south flank from armarﬁd threat. Throughouﬁ most of ‘ahe month normal com"na’t S
_--team attachmen‘as were in effect. S ‘ : e

The conatruction of a :t‘ord sm'oss the $ou1euvre river on the night af 2._5 .smguaﬁ
_1944 under intermittent small arms, mortar end interdicting artillery fire by a squad
and a bull&azer, under the ccmman& of lat Szt Jomes B Glidewell, cmrrpany A, wag of
_'grea‘t importance in +that it permi.ﬁted early crossing of anti-tank wespons in sumpo:r:t
“of the infantry which had wa&ed across the river. 1% Sgt Glidewell was recommended -
Ffor aymm%men’s a8 second 1zeutanmnt, Corps of Engineers. At a formal ﬁresen’catmn :
ceremony held 13 August 1944, the citatione for the six Bronze Stars awar&ed members of
Qompany A, were read to the hattalmn, and awarded to 5 Sgt Haroldean Miller and Tec 4
Jack Haak,{_ Sgt Arthur Velten, Pfc Louis J Yasparro, Pvi Bdwin J McIntyre, end Pvi
"Gharles Smith were not availa’ble fc:r the presentatmn, ha,v:,ng bee:a prevmusly wounde&.

in acbion and evacmteﬁg e | ‘

There were "shree enlisfsea men wmd.e& in acLion, and, nine enlmte& men. o:f:‘ ct)mpany '
' A were captured by the enemy in the setion at Mortain. There were 27 non-battle
‘gasual’aiaau nost of which were sickness. Babtelion received seven re;p}.acements, a:ﬂd,
1 seven. enlisted men re’ourned. te &uty from hosggxltala. : -
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