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HEADQUARTERS BSTH DIVIuIc;N ARTILIEE’_‘E
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1 March 1945

of This headquarters in combat from February 1, 1945 to February 28, 19L5
and is based on a day by day account of the operations of the S~1, 5—2, S5=3,

4D Anti-Tank Section, and Adr-Iiaison Sectioms Operations of attached
P organic and separate battalions w111 be coveréd in reports from their
rrespectlve headquarters. )

- 1'

.2,

3.

L.
5.
6.

Gr‘gamc Ba’b‘ballons -of 35th Djvhl_s:l_on Artlller;[

1271511 FA Bn, J_SSmm Howe M1 Medium Batbalione

CT 320th Inf mth 216%h FA Bn, 105mm How.

OT-137th Inf with 219th FA Bn, J.O_Smm How,

CcT 13m:,h Inf with 161st FA Bp, 105m HoWs

Streng’cl_l:' }Ieadouarters and Headquarters Battery 3 Sth Dive Arbye

/0, Officers 20 , WO _1 , B 108 .

Actual, Officers 20 , WO _1 , Hi 107

Casualties : “

gitled Joo N 4 | ,
sick, ga%ed, or wounded _'__9_., '

Emcua'bed 0 0 .

¢'e —LYH-Seg

mra.?c'-:iﬂ.i Air Medal (Gai{—Leaf Cluster) "1 o
No prj.s-qners were captured.

0£i‘iqer$‘ and assigmments, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery

*  35th Division Artillery:

Division Arﬁililery Comm. nder Brig Gen Te L. Fgtch

' :' Y Exegutive gol Douglas G Dwyre
L “ &3 It Col Hugh Belden
" ' i -1 & S-b - Maj Forrest H Hagenbuch
" 1 . G2 ' Maj Thomas W Ross
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Dlv:Ls:Lc_m Artlller‘y A—T : ‘Maj Richard R Coffin
1 ;s - _ J V‘A:T; Tiaison o ' © Maj Jemes N Da.vidson
'* ; l; .. Asst %—3 > Cab'b Franklln J Downlng
D _"H- - Asst 52 | 1st It Carl F Haples
'-H' B “  Asst S-l 1st It James E Judson
=i w . Aide-de~Camp 1st It My'fen Linz
A gL | .“-‘ | ‘,Aj_de—dei—-(}amp lst Lt James H Waters
) e I . n Pilobt . . Capt William F Hesselbach
u " Pilot ‘ . 1st Lt Henry A Roseberry
_ . ".i f % Surgeon Capbt Gerrit J Bloemendaal
. L ' penmtal 0 Capt HMorris Hlmelste:r.n
£ 51" m Chaplain . Gapt Gerhard T Belgum
no m  Chaplain Capt .laforest E Hbd_gki_ns
"o 3 ~ Com O - Capt Morris H Iaatsch Jr
no ‘W, Asst Com O ‘ R - AI.,t Iynd E Cohick
o ~w Hobor Officer 0. GLifford D Mullis

' Note: Ammnition reported expended is for period 0600 to 0600 each days
' 000L 1 Feb L5

The 35th Division amd 35th Division Artillery, assigned to 9th Army XVT

Corps, at the beginning of Fébmaxy were in an assembly area East of Maastricht,
Holland, and"locsited as follows: Division Artillery Headquarters located at
o Bklkelrades hli8thi AAA Bn at Fkkelrade; 65Lth TD Bn at Dalhem, 219th FA Bn
at }ichelens lélst FA Bn at Neaufchateau; 127th FA Bn at Margreten, 216th I’A
Bn at sint Marbe.ns-‘i{oeren, and the 692nd FA Bn, (105mm How. and in addition
Br 25 pdrs), attached to D1v1s:|_on Aptillery, was located at Eygelshoven.
There was no con’aact rith the enemy at this time and units, under central-
ized control of divisioﬁ artillery, were engafed in maintenance and reorgan-

"
-

ization, . The track vehicles of the 127th FA By and the 65Lth TD Bn were still

L0

enroute by rail :E‘rom 'bhe Seventh Army Sector and were scheduled to arrive abt
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Afber Ac’c:.on Rémort a :;'.'51-,11 Div Art;}r, 1 Mar h5' (Gom |
.Blse at 910290 I;alson planes of diwvision artlllery had not yet arrived in
the sector. Planéﬂf&:-the advance of the 35th D1v131on to Lhe front, rellev1ng
the Brltlsh 1p;the sector North of Geilenkirchen along-the Roer Rlver, were |
_'Eegﬁﬁ, and Artiilefy GOts were alerted to be ready to make reconnaissance
\ for posi’i;ions 61’1 order _i‘ron; CG’“‘BSth Div Apltye :
e | | | | 2 Feb L5
’ ' There was 'no change iﬁ the organization of the troops contiming in the
assemﬁly area. ~Bn COts were alerted to meet CG 35th Div Arty at 1030, 3 ®eb L5
- to receive arders and make reconnaissance for positions. The 692nd FA Bn was
ordered to make reconnalssance for bivouac position alt Koningsbosch, moving
" from present p031t10n so as to clear before 1200, 3 Feb, Units contimed main-
3 - - tenance and reorganization, '
3 Fe’b h5
_ﬁs pef orders received,.Bn-CO's made reconnalssance for‘positions Horth -
of Geilenkirchen as follows: 216th FA.Bn vic of Tripsrath, 16lst FA Bn vic
of .Waidenrath 69énd FA Bn vic of Jaffeld; 219th Fi Bn vic of Braunsrath;
lo7ih FA Bn vic Breberen. During the day survey éontrol was brought forward
- to all pos:f.tz.ons.i Mot or movement to the new areas wiere relief of the 52nd
Div (Br) was to be made, was to.begin L Feb h5 with 216th FA By moving ab
{;)T20, 161st FA Bn}at 0810, 127th FA Bn --at 1550;,‘ and 219th FA Bn 5 Feb at 0830.
The 65hﬁh D Bn.Héadquarﬁers moved from Dalhem to Gangelt.
4 . L Feb L5
The 35th Inf Blv moved inte the new positions along the Reer Rjiver durlng
the latter part of the pgriod; relieving the Br 52nd-Div from Hilfarth, along
tﬁe road through ﬁéinsbe?g to the North, Initially‘the 137th Inf occupied
the lefs Or North%part of the sector with the 320th on ﬁhe right or South of
the sector, with the 1jhth Inf in reserve, Div Arty:HEgdquarters moved to
' Ga_ngelt clos:mg in the new area at 1600, The 127th FA ]én temporarily was
held in an aSSembly area:vzc of Brunnsum, Holland to be moved in position on

o

division ordér. Bee inc?oséd 5~3 Journal this date -for time of closing and
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-1ocat:|_ons of artlllery units. The 216th FA Bn and 161st FA Pn arr:l_mng
}nto _po-slis:l_o__n regl—stefed by high burst dum.ng the last part of the 'DGI‘:LOCL
Addl‘blOl‘lﬂl grtllllery/ support was oJ_fered by the 182nd FA Regl (Br) which

"sﬁab‘lished -lihism with this beadquarters. The 219th FA Bn was CTtd with \

: -the lS'?th inf.' as of OhlSOO for movement the 5th to the:.r tactical posz.tz.on.

Rel:.e.L of the 1eft sector was to be accomplished durlng the night 5-6 Feb,

_ The Gmpanles ‘of “the -65hth 7D moved inbo position with 4 Co at Schierwaldenrath,

B Go :Ln G:Lllra’bh, and ¢ Go| in G—en_lenrclrchen.
5 Feb L5 lLE

A 'i'he organization for cambab ‘during this phase. of operations with the division

e 'bhe defensive along the Roer, flanked by the British on the North and the

'BLL'”b'h'Di-vision on the South or right, was as follows: 16lst FA Bn reinforcing

: the 216‘Lh FA Bn in direct support 320th Inf; 692nd FA Bn I'en.nforc:x.ng the

219'bh FA Bn direct support of the 1376h Iafs 127th Fﬁ, Bn in general SUPPOr e

Gorps artillery re:l.ni‘orclng the Div &rty :.nclud_ed the L,O7th FA Group. During

- the d.ay the 127'th FA Bp made z‘econnaz_ssance for nosu_tlons vic of Birgden -

and the 692nd and 219th FA Bns closed :Ln"bo the:f_r ‘new areas at 1500, Bach

* direct support battal:r_on registered W:;:bhln respective areas during the period,

and all Tiaison planes were ordered to remain on the ground at the Div Arty Air

VS'bI‘lp. . Units were ordered to prepare defensive fire plans in conjunciion

with their reg:men%s. See :anlo ed §=3 Report mmber 208 covering the ration

of artillery amrmzmt:.on. Follmrlng ﬁhe British plan of harassing: fire during

the pight, our Hiand I program closely followed that of the British with the
25 pcru.nders (Br) of the 692nd TA Bn taking the major:;.ty of the missions during
the m_ght. In thls comunctlon each direct support Bn was alloted Qha rounds
of Br 25 pounder zmlmumtlon. The British program of H-‘!rassmg Tire had been
20 rounds per gun per day beginning at 1800 t0.2300 and from 0600 to 1200,

No pozit fuzes were 0| be .E:J_‘t'ed unless ordéred by GG 35th Div Artys Ammnition

exoendlture at 0600 was }_LS rcunds.
! 6 Feb U5

e
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There Was no change in the organizmabion for combat with 'bhe exception of

€5 o ,-

= -4one bat.tery (75mrw “5P"guns) o.f.‘ he 1‘?th Cav Sa, operatlng on the left of the

dlvtl.saon sector, which would answer calls for fire from 35th Div Arty. One

TOT was fired durlng the day on Forst, on informgbion received from Corps
& !

" _Artillerjr. There were no operaﬁ:..z.ons by the AOF which was grounded until

J‘.‘urther o:r'ders. Veh:z_cular 3.dent:|.f;1.cat3.on and shoulder patches were removed

21 ':as per order G(} 35bb Inf Dz_v.‘ Ampunition emend:.bure 0600 was 18 rounds.

§ : f 7 Feb L5
- There was litt-le enemy acb::.v:lfay duI‘ln'-‘f the period and the division

remamed in the dei'ens:Lve. The 127th FA Bn moved into positions, which had

-'_'__previously been cleared 0;.3 mines- by the Engineers, at Birdgen, c:Los:Lng into

new é&r‘ea-a‘b 0930. Effective abt midnight 7-8 Feb the orga mzat*l.on for combatb

- Was as i‘o}.lows 3 127th FA Bh reinforcing fires of the 1613u FA Bn in direct

suppox*b of lB)_[_uh Int, Wh.LcIl nowr toolr up a sec;tor vic of Hilfarth on the

right of the 320th Inf; 692nd FA Bn reinforcing fires of the 216th F4 Bn

dwect support of 320th Inf, and 219th FA Bn in dnreob support of 137th Inf.

| The 211%h FA (h.S guns) and the 758th Fi (155 Hew) answered calls for fire

" from Div Arty. ;Dur:.ng the perlod there were no missions fired other bhan

'r-eglstratmns and 12 H and I missions by 692nd FA Bn. The 219th FA Bn nade

. preliminary reconnaissance for positions vic of Erpen, to occuly pos:Lt:Lon

at that point afjper proppseci relief of 1371';11 Inf by elements of the 8th
Armored Dive mm.'bj_on e@éndituré for period was Bl roundse
8 Feb L5 |
Defensive flre plan and overlay to accompaly (Defensive Fire plan Wo L,
ﬁa’oed this headqilarters 7 Feb) were completed and are inclosed. Operations

during the day -wiere 1imited to two Bn TOTs on flak batteries and ope TOT

on an enemy battery. Twelve g and T Fires were contimued during the period

ibv the 692nd FA Bn. Air Iﬂ.aj_SOl’l pilots and observcrs, flying with LO7 FA

Group planes, took recannalsuance flights over the area Lor orientallons

4
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Temporary pla.ns, having been drawn up for !f{yperatidns Grenade® {the

cv-oss:mg of the Roer), were suspended untﬂl further nO'tJ.CG Del’ld.‘l.ng the
{ reced:u.ng of ’c.he Roer R:_ver. There was no change in the organization for
combat and IﬂlsSlOl’lS during the period were limited to two counter=flak
mlsplons and reglstratlors. Dyring a reglstratﬂon of the 16lst FA Bn, the
net was blown off an eneny tam. This *bank was immediately taken under fire
by the 127th FA Bn and a dLrer hit was scored. There were no other operationﬁ
_g_nd ammtlon ‘expenditure 0600 was 85 rounds. |
| | 10 Feb L5 ‘
B ' , Operabions during the period were 1imited to harassing missions during
- the might and one mission on an enemy OP. This latter COP offered practically
T the 'onl;y" dbservation of our area, and was located on the top of a slag pile.
Anmzmtlon expendrbure was 158 rounds. |
11l Feb 1;5
There was no change in the organization for combat, The 16lst FA Bn
; and the 219th FA Bp completed plans for moving to new 1ocat10ns during Lhe
daylight hours of the 12th Feb, the 16lst FA Bn moving to vic of Nul"n and
219th FA Bn movin‘g 0 vic of Dorath, TFire missions on vehicular traffic and
harassing zmi.ssionf‘s during the mght were the only operations during the period.
¢ Pérmission was ob'itained to allow the planes of the 692nd FA Bn to fly recon-
naissance mss:.ons. See inclosed S-3 Report 21l; Bar 5 b, covering notes
pertalmng to a H:L-—Angle K obta.lned by the 216th FA Bn. Ammunition expenditure
 was '.1.7 roundsa
| , 12 Feb L5
; The orgamzablon for combat at this time included 16lst FA Bn, réinforced
by the 127th FA Bn, cllrect support 13hth Inf, 216th FA Bn dwect support

320th Inf, and 692nd PA; Bn reinforcing the 219th FA Bn direct support 137th Inf.
Relief of the 137th Inf by the 8th Armored Div up to this point had not been
4 . i S by 4 L{,\%
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- accampllshed. Nomal I—I and I missions were perfomed during the per:n.od by

'.the 692nd FA Bn andnln addition i'our enemy batteries were fired upon. The

127th I‘A Bn made reconna:..ssance for position vic of Ueetera'bh, movere nt Lo

tal;e place 13 Feb at 0830. The 692nd FA Bp made reconnaissance for movement

\ .tqi'vj.-é ;o_{‘. _Wald?anra'th beginning at 0900 13 E‘eb.‘ M3 Howitbzers (105) of the

692nd were stbi"ed with their basic loads at their service battery, subject

to usge on 12 1{0111‘- notice, Ammnition expenditure 50 roundse
§ e !
| 13 Feb L5

There was no change in organization for combat and missions during the

day included, in.addition 'bo regular H and I fires, enemy batteries, vehicular

_@.G’hl‘\ﬂ'b?, enemy personnel, and enem:y OPts, DuTting the peviod 1iaison plenes

of ‘i;hﬁ 692nd FA Bn flew contlnuous patrol of the sector, Supplemental fire

plans-we_re ‘submitted as inclosed in Annex Wo 2 to accampany FO 3L, dated

13 TFeb L5, Ampranition expéndi'bure during the period was 58 rounds,

| 1 Feb L5
In addition to the normal H and I program, the 692nd FA Bn fired mmerous

missions on flak batteries, enemy infantry, and enemy vehicular traffic on

_roads in the lelSlon sector. Ten direct hits were scored on the enemy OP

previocusly mentz.qned.. ﬁ'btached Opns Memo 18 covers mission and operations

.
of the division during this perlodo.. Amminition expendlture for the period

was 66 roundse

|
i

15 Feb Ii5

Permission m;as graﬁted for the operation of the 35th Div Arty Idaison
planes. ‘Missicnsf iz;clu;ied 50 rounds of propaganda and H and I fires on
mépected eﬁenlz;r d?-‘s. German 105 Hows operated by the LO7th FA Group were
active in the division sector during the &ay. There were no other .operations
and ammnition eﬁépenditure at 0600 was 67 roundse

| | 16 Feb L5

All organic .battal"i_.ons compléted_ registrations and completed fire plans

against counterattack _in' compliance with Opera"r;j_ons Memo Mo 18, incloseds Wo-

¢S
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’-_F:Lre-«Llne plan.; :Eor the i‘orthcomlng operatlon to cross the Roer were dlscuss@d

g o

and _conclusn.ons r&ched at a meetlng at the 8lith Div, the initial assault

; "troops for 'bhe crossing. There were no other operations except missions on

0@3 NG :POSl*Olon- and one enemy batbtery. Ammumtum expenditure for period

" ending at 0600 was L roundse

17 Feb L5
There W&s no change :Ln the organization for combat and AQP!'s were il
actlve dura.ng uhe per:t.od. H and I fires were :Ln'bens:].fled during the perilod,

uSIng the 25 pounders of the 692nd FA Bp: and the.captured German 105ts of the

' hﬁ?th gp. This fz.re wa.s also placed on seven enemy babttery 1ocaulons after

. our own lines had reoe:_ved a heavy volume of fire. There was no more enely

”

shelfiang a.f‘uer our fire was completed, All the FA Bns made plans for traine

ing wn.th the infantry in the: ‘bechm.que of assaulting a fortified positiones

. -Anmmni'bion expenditure was 110 roundse

_ 18 Feb U5

Three enewzbattery positions were fired on by the 16lst FA Bn during
'the perlod, in addition to propaganda ammumtion flred in the 13Lhth Inf sector
.and_ 320th Inf sectpr. There wag no activity oi‘ the AOP, and H and .[ pProgram

contimed in theg division fronmt, Amrrmni“bion expend:.ture for perlod was

59 roundse

L 19 Feb L5

A.'].l orgam.c and aﬁtached artillery battaln_ons completed registrations
with the A(}? du:c*'ng the mex'lod. The 219th FA Bn flred on eneny personnel in
the open, which Eﬁsrea, was reported neubralized. Direct support battzlions
ﬁer.e ordered to ;:'evise fire plans for forthcoming operation Lo cross the Roer
River. The 275 h FA Bn (105 SF) was attached to the Div Arty and ordered to
make reconnalssance for posﬁ,:i.ons in S’U.ppo‘f’b of the division attack. Thls
batta,lion was to arr':l_ve in division sector 20 1200 Feb and take pce itions

. viec of Aphoven. Amumtlon expend:.bure for period was 12 roundse

20 Feb L5

4
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’.I.‘he 275bh F.é_'l. ?n qlosed in area at 1,00 and was ordered not to register

'uxrba.l D—l at whlch ;:mm :L’r. would reln_orc 4he fires of the 216th FA Bn. The
onlv f:u.r:r_ng o‘bher than normal H and T fires was on enemy pﬁ’Sq_rmel on a foob
bi'ldgg.-‘ -,s_ThE:_ AOP was imactive during the period because of weather conditions.
: mﬁum’olon exp:endj.ture was 71 roundse |

: ‘Missions ﬁre:t'e complejj:ed on enemy OP's, strong points, a foot bridge,
_one mbrtar position, and a,iworlcing party in three boats. The 275th FA Bn
reglsteved dur.mg the peri od, and H and I missions contimed using the 692nd
FA Bn ~and the captured Ge.r'man lO O Howitzers, Ammunition expended was 60 rounds.

_ 22 Feb U5

.':lOPls directed fire oﬁ a factory and a footbridge with direct hits scored
. on eaéh. Thirteen registrations were completed during the period and norma,l
: H anc'l T missions contirmed. Operation Grenade (crossing of the Roer)
long delayed by the Tlood vra.uers of the Roer, was scheduled for the J.OllG‘Ill’lE‘
day- beginning with a prepa:f‘atlon at 02i5. Ammnition expenditure for the period
wr;xs 23], rounds. | ‘ o '
_ 23 Feb L5

© The organiza;tion for coﬁbajo effective at OOOL 23 Feb was as 'follows:
the 161lst FA Bn, jreinforcecl by 219th FA Bnj 692nd FA Bn, and Batte}ies A and
B of the 127th ’TA Bn, in direct support of 13Lith Inf; 216th FA B, reinforced
by 275th FA Bn and Btry G 127th FA Bn direct support of 320{-,21 Inf. The 137th
Inf had by this t:Lme been replaced by the infantry of the 79th Div and the 137th
Inf Was now in reserve. There was no attack by the 35th during the day
other than conool:x.do:blon of positions up to the Roer Rjver with the 3?Oth
Inf on the left q.nd the 13Lth Inf on the r:n.ghL. Tith the main effort of the
crbssing being :Ln the séc%or of the 81£th Div, the BSth Div Arty participated
19. the preparatlon. The preparation congisted of a Ii5 mimute series of cone
centruta.ons on Pnown 1ocau1cms -and enemy batteries throughout bhe area,

_ beg:_nmng at 612).;5? i l&nmkpfmlsmn.mms *mx:e i‘:medmmm :E‘e:mt brddgchetl arédscard

U7
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-unrhj.l dark. AD? chntdmed +o f:Lre on targets of opportumty during the
i day :anlud:l.ng 8 ereny batteries, 3 MG locations, mortars, vehicular activity
_a.nd_ -._strong po:n.nts._‘ Beginning gt 0245 the concrete br:.d.ge, still intact,. atb
. Hl];Ea.rthWas placed under qont_inums 4 and T fire to be contimed until day-
'ligh‘b and during any time ivhen observation could not be mainbained on the
brldgtB. Dur:mg the day ‘ohere was one plane and observer assigned the sole
- 'm13310n of vaatchlng this’ ﬂlte and bmnglng fire on it when activity was
l obser"ved. It was hoped 'bha.b this harassi ng fire would not only prevent the
. use of ‘the bmdge but a.lso preven'b the Germans from destroyi ng ite FOr a
-complete p:x.c‘ture of this m_ss:i.on, see inclosed art,Lcle. Amnmnlt:;on expenditure
was 128].; roundss
K | 2li Feb L5
;Ehe 35th Div Arty supported the attack of the 8hth Div with a2 20 mim‘be
’prepara’ﬁlon beginning at 0855 on the towns of Doveren, Huckelhoven, Gladbachy
‘and with smoke missions on suspected enemy OP's and targets of ‘opportumty.,
Seven_i:een.enem;y' batteries were fired on by the Aé? with all areas bhoroughly
. neutralized, and fires started in two areas. The 75lith ¥A Bn (155 How) was
att achecl to the D:L'Vlolen and occupied pos:.t:l.ons in the vic of Hoven at 2100
with the BllSalOfl‘ of I‘e‘erfOI'Clng 16lst FA Bn. Armm‘clon expended included
1877 roundse
’ | 25 Teb L5
The orgamzatlon for combat was as follows: 6972nd FA Bn reinforcing
219th FA Bn d:Lrech support 13?th Inf; 275th FA Bn relmorc:lng 216th FA Bn
d:lxec‘b support 320th Inf; 75th FA Bn general .;uppo:t‘t and reinforcing the
\i‘lres of the 219th TA Bn. ‘he 127th FA Bn general support and reinforei ng
fires of 161lst FA Bn. This orcan__zatlon became effective ab 1700s The con-
sbemplated plan :anlhded the crossing of the Roer by the 137th Inf, us:_ng the
available cros&.ngs :J.n the sector of the 8lLith with subsequent crossings by

the lBL.th Inf ab H:Ll:Ca?th, with the 320th Inf holding their present river lire.
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Af‘ber AG‘LJ.OIJ. Repori,, Hq 35‘bh Div Arty, I‘Mar 115 (Contd)

i Th:Ls '_phn was to be ei‘_fecm.ve at 0600 26 Feb LS. Thl.; period was marked by

-a greab reduc*u:.on in enenmy artillery activity. The AOPts neutralized 3 enemy

battery posltzons, 3 enemy neruonnel areas, U enemy mertar pos:.t:l.ons s &
‘MG_ -pos:.t:_«_-on, 3 and 1 flak position. The 216th FA Bn obtained a penenra'blon on
: é.éili box at 5000 yards using concrete ‘piercing fuze. Ammnition expenditure
" fef '-the. period was 20L2 roundse

Tty i - 26 Feb L5

‘The 13lth Inf closed in on the bridge ab Hilfarth, ordered the Lifting
of the harassiﬁg fire contimed since the 23 Febmar;y‘, seized the bridge
1n13act, and fo:rced a cross:.ng of the river at Hilfarth, establishing a
" brldgeheau there, The 137th Inf gumnea off and proceeded to at"back to the
Nor'th. Beginning at 0555 a 20 mirmte preparation was fired in support of the
E attack. WNormal support m'_LSS:LOIlS were fired throughout the }Oel’lOd on enemy
battery, mortar, SP gun positions, MG nests, pillboxes, OP's and wooded areaS.
Dur_in;g the night 26-27 H and I fires were increased with particular a‘bt.ention
to routes leading from the battle avea. Ammnition expenditure was 1718 rounds.

.27 _Teb hS “

The org@n._zat-« on for combat was as follmrs. 692nd FA Bn reinforcing
219th FA Bn d_u’ec“b support of 137th Inf; 275th FA Bn reinforcing 16lst #A Bn
‘in direct sup;or"a 13Lth Inf, 127th FA General support reinforcing 16lst FA Bn,
and the 216th FA Bn in direct support 320th Inf.. Normal missions were fired

in support of thc attack with fn.re on enemy batteries, pillboxes, mortars,

machmeguns, and ive‘hn.cumr_ treffic. The l?’ith FA Bn, 219th FA Bn, and

161lst FA Bnualll wwgrere ordered to cross the Roer by darkness. Div Arty Head-

| s quarters and Ha B‘ury" moved by mcator» from Gangelt to gberbruck, Germany, closing
into new p031t10n ab 1500. The TSth FA Bn was detached from the 35th Div
Arby and orctered-to return to its group exiect:we at 1700. Wissions of the

ACP 1nc1uc1ed L counter'balme:y missions and 12 reg,lotratw_ons. Accurate

operations of the TDI s dum”lg this period are covered :Ln the attached Anti-

. Tank Report. Anmumtlon B‘Apended was 51;61.
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Ler .&ct:r.on Rebort dq 35th Div A:f‘“&y, T HMar| 15 (Conbuy

. 28 Feb L5

'. Iil-th enegu'reszl.stance cmm’ohng a Task Force was organized wibh orders to

.2?5’51'1 F4A Bn and the 216th FA Bz}, the art:l.llor:y being atbtached to the task

fo:r*ce. The 692nd TA Bn and ?l%h FA Bn were attached 40 CT 137th Inf, ard

the 1¢7th FA Bn ‘and 16lst FA Bn were attached to CT 134th Inf. During the

'perloa ar't.lllery supported the gttack of bhe infanbtry who took Llimited ob-

: Jectlves. 6T l3?th Inf was alerted to follow CT 320th Ini“c Div Arty

4 Headquarters closed at Ubezbruclc and moved across the Roer to Wagsenberg,

'clmsmg in at _16(}0. Ammumtlon expendlbure as of 0600 28 Feb was 3930

':"“I'ou.n'd?_. ‘The total for 'i;hef_month was 181136, while the grand total since

COmba{: operati'ons began totaled 343,266 roundse

- As ammunition expenditures show, the month was marked by a period of

inactivity in artilleyy firing before the division abtack. Mérale and

' efficiency throughout division artillery comtinued at a high peaks

o
e

i ;'proceed to- the nor"bh to Venlo. This for ce consisted of the BEOth Inf u:Lth the
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= l s 2 Inxembourg
el Maastricht
' e L - 28 Gangelt |
ol o D8 Tmemmen
28 - 28 Wassenberg

R e e e L

=:'._Fllglfl’(‘h's durmg Februarv 1911.5_:; B

‘E‘Admlmstlaulon . s B
Reconnaissance Th -
Fire M:Lss:l.ons : 7l

hoto DA IR 5
raining = D
Naght Missions .. 10 o
bal M__sulons ‘ 150 =

Awards dura.ng Iﬂoﬁjbh.
";As_r Medal (Oak—Lea.E Cilusber) :
- Capt William F Hesselbach OJM?TBStS Hq Btry jSth ;ju Arty
; Capt‘ Robert E Philbeck 0293L30, 216311 FA Bn
st It Donald W Foe OLL7200L, 16lst ¥4 Bn' j
_1st it Raymond P Johnson 0551952, 16lst FA Bn
1st. ;Lt John L Cecil 01169052, 216th FA Bn

Damaga to A:.rcraf None. 1
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 AWARDS. AND: DECORATTONS

X, G012, Hg 35th Inf Div, 15 Feb L5.. :

“_ ATR 6TDXT, (OAK-IEAF CLUSTER). 1. Pursuant to aithority contained in
0-L5, dabted 22 September L7LJ, as amended, and Memorandum 3l; Headquarters

Minth United Sbates Army, 8 September 194, as amended, in addition to the Alr

edal previcusly awarded, a fourth bronze {ak-Ieaf Cluster is awarded to’ the

: i sers of this commands g S gt o

nWilliam F '}jessélbach, 01177836, Field Artillery, United States Axmy
ritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight over France, = =
Luxembour Belgium during the period 21 October 19l to 1 January 1945.
intered military service from New York, ‘ '
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= *“ﬁ‘*ﬁ&mmaw FIRE DENIES USE, PREVENTS DESTRUCTION *""’“,;;"”ﬂf
| OF A GERMAN BRIDGE ! V iy

In the sector, of .the 351511 Infantzy Division only ome bridge remained

oz -'"""'f

-.m.n‘ta.ct across 'bhe narrow sv.r:;:ft Roet* R J,ver. This brldge located at Hilfarth,

: Germany‘, emcl :Ln the haqd.s of the Germans, was ei‘ remforced concr'ete
o cons*uructmon, bEZ] g’ the last rou”te of escape for Germans in Hllf&:f"[:l’l and
.v:ch.n_t:y Weot of the Roer Rlver. : ‘
The possa_blln_t;y of captumng this bridge before the Germans cculd

'desbrgy 11; Was foremost in the thwghts of the I}z_mqlon Commander, and for

._.several eecks pr.LOl" to the attack across thn Roer dailyiobservation fligh‘bs

: 'o;f.' the amz.llery cub jplane? kepn an accurate check on the. condj_b:_on Of tﬂe

: brlclge and the exbent of its use by the Germans.

!ﬁl’bh the beglnn,_nb of the gth Army attacks across the Roer River on
?-Emdaar 23 Feb 19145 > the fo]ﬂ owing plan was devised by 35th Division Art:ﬂ;l_ex*y,

'nunder the command of Br:!.g (]}ern. Pu-Tre Tabch, dn or-de"r to deny the enemy uae of

."the brldge, 'ho prevent his \demollchlm it, and therefore to enable our forces

_' to capture it umdamaged. Bevlnn.tng at 0245, 23 Feb 19115, g harauslng nrogr‘am
-o.E‘ a:c*b:i_ller:r i‘lfe wa:s es‘oablj.ohed. This plan called for harassi ng- fire by
one {1) gun (Brrblsh 25 ’DOU.I'}deI') of the 692nd FA Bn, atchd 35th Div At :Lliexjr,
-f:nrj_ng at the rate of one {1} round per minute during the hours of darkness s
i and one (1) x'ound each two m:mtes during dayl:: ght hours when o"bservau.mn bj,r

11&13011 plane was= mpOSsﬂ)‘Le. 'DUI‘_LIIU' tho da:y cme plane and observer was
<

i
i

i ; ass:Lf"ned 'Lhe slﬂgular m.lss:Lon of observz.ng the bridge with instructlons to.
Y d:Lrect fire on th bridge even if one man was observed in 1”’03 v1c1m*bv.
sunday .mght - 25" yeb 19ll5 marked the critical tﬂmﬁ when an

| a:t't.embt 'uvbul-d be made 1,0 capture the br::.dge. While ﬁhe harass:l.ng, 1_1'@ on the

brldge 1311 at the :L"ahe of 60 rounds per hour, elements of the 1st Bn, 13L Inf

attaclced the town of H:L]..J_Elr'l;rl at QOOO, and during the n;fhi, pushed boward the

s E
brldga._ At The same ulme elemem:s of the 3d Bn, lBLpLh Inf maneuvered to owb-

flank the er,dsre ;;s:.ue;.
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..'.'Upon approach:.ng the brldge site, the infantry, through the direct support
L 1 "-‘ ¥

_bat’ballon, ordefed 4} £ire on the-bridge to be lifted at 0600, 26 February.
The “bmdge, upon Whlch anpromabely 1200 rounds of Br 25 pounder amminition

;had been ..LlI'ed, was cantured along with 20 [}ermans who comnrj_oed the holdlng

i force am demolltlon parby.. The bridge was found 0 be wired for der'lo] 1tn.on,

hcrwever +the wu-eu had been‘destroyed by artillerv fire and the Germans wefe

uﬁablé to fepa.lx‘ the da,made under the consbant shelling. There was 1o major

o damage ‘oo the b:f':.dne , ani after the rubble had been cleared, troops and

. .vehlcles made :_rmnedlate CI'OSQJ—}.’!% The bridge, classified as Class 1;0 and

1 f vmal ‘Go novement across the Roer, had been saved, and repor“c.s by Prisoners
\\ of War VeI‘lfled that the a‘:|t‘t’: illery fire had not only denied the Germans the
g ot lmse oi‘ %he bridge, but al“o prevented its destruction.
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