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The Adjutant Ceneral, Washington, D. C. (Thru Chamnels)

15 In t“'n"wpliaﬂ{,e with the provisions of Par 10, C 3, AH 345-105 sube
witted below is report dfter achion against the enemy for the 216%h Pield
Artillery Battalion covering the period 1-31 MNarch 1945,

1 March 1945

The 216%h Field Artillery Zattalion was in an overnight rendevous area in
#ilich, Germany, having just displaced from positions in the wicinity of Eulhoven
Germany, crossing the bOBT R,ver over a caﬂﬁa ed bridge at Hilfarth, Termany.
The Battalion recelved Orﬁergg during the might of a uewly formed ftask force %o

el

be known as Task Force Byrne, and commnded by Col B A Byrne, 320th Infantry Re-
’1mental m1mandpr. This task force was composed of the 320th Infentry iHdegiment,

784th T.nk Battalion (colored), 216th Field Artillery Battalion, 275 Armored IField
Artlller5 Hattalion, Company C 60th Enpineer Battalion, Co O 110 ledical Battalion

and certain other sttached units. Task Foree Byrne affected a quick penetration

of the final Biesfried Line defensive sysiem east of the Roer River. On the morne
ing of 1 March 1945 FThe task force athtacked with the 3rd Battalion 320%th Infaniry
riding tanks., TUsing the system of movement witb

Bredt, Kaldin-X rirchen and f finally enbtering its objective of Venlo, Holland at
17003 completing a historic desh of 30 mileg and outflanking the Siegfried Line
to the weat of its spearheads. Tactical decisioms were guickly made throughout
the day resulting in this unusuval success, Over 500 Pi's were taken, including
the mopping up of Venlo.

Bnemy demolitions of the railroad overpass at PBruggen, ordinary road blocks
and mined areas were cleared with record speed, Thus causing & guick collapse of
all organized eneny resistance, and holding casualtéies to a low fi
Field Artillerv Dattallon together with its attached anlti-oir cralt battery cap-
tured 11 prisopners during the day.

“This batialion encountered its firstGerman civilians in any number. Ion-
frefernization orders were obeyed,

Cocupation and.liberat jon of Yenlo, Holland reqyircd artillery defensive
‘T’ire Qhus th e‘«dléi“nﬂlflc,ld Armlle“ Batselion n__d -lhe 275 A ﬂrmc:-r d_ i 1e1d Arti e

ﬁho c:LLy of v‘en "o with orders t@ iaa prepm.ac&, Lo .continue the a’r ba,.ch m a ‘oa‘lrhm
easterly direction with the @; tv ‘of Jssel [‘ermanv on the Lasﬁ bank of the Rhine

L \Q\?ﬁ?

h fire, this force moved with great
speed, thru places of scatbered enemy resistance, capturing suech places as Bruggen,
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Ttry Action against Enemy, Report After, Hq 216 I' & Bn, 4 Apr 45, Cont'd,
River as the subsequent objective.
& HMarch 194b

The 216%h Field Artillery Battalion displaced to positions in the vicinity
of Straslen, Germany. The Battalion column underwent considerable enemy inter-
diction fires vhile it was halted along the road immediately southwest of Straelen.
lHowever, no persomnel casualties occured, some materiel was damaged. The Batdalion
passed thru the town during hours of darkness and while infantry umits were still
mopring up enemy forces. The enemy were using bazookas as mortars, firing them
from one street over to another,

3 YMaprch 1945

Task Force DByrne continuing 1ts mission atbacked in the direction of Nieu-
kirk where this battalion made a displacemen®, taking up positions east of the
city. Speed of the attack prevented the enemy from defopating many 500 lbs boumbs
which had been placed under bridges along the routes of advance. Ihs offensive
spirit of the task forces was evident by the actions. of every wan and offlicsr in
it, Enemy resistance in vicinity of Sevelen, Germany, was beginning to stiffen
somewhat, 700 rounds of all types of ammunrition were fired %o assist in 1ts
neutralization, All items of supvly were excellent and no problem was expscted
to developed in any critical item.

45 jiarch 1945

Displaced to Omerton, Cermany, 4 March 1945, Frowtline reports indicated a
more determined resistance slowing up our advance. ’

6 liarch 1945

~ Displaced to viecirity of Neirson, Cermany. From this position the #ir Obser-
vers began reporting many profitable targets includin: ferry boats criss-crossing
the Rhime, also street cars and vehitles in the city of Wesel on the east bank of
the Rhine. Intellizence reports indicated strong resistance in a poclket forming
in the area west of UWesel., The enemy was encountering much difficulty in attemn-
ting to evacuate its troops. This battalion fired many observed missions into
‘the pocket from bobth ground and air observers. This type of warfare continued
until the pocket was completely wiped out and the Division was relieved by the
75%h Infantry Division on March 11, 12, 1945. The Di#is%on wes then given the
misgion of defending the west banlk of the Hhine in the Corps Sector.

T7-12 March 1945

The Batftalion remained in its present position until 1200 12 Varch 1945
supporting Infantry compreasiug the Vlesel pockets,

12-20 March 1945
The 216%h F:eld.hrfillary Fattalion moved by mobor,. 12 Warch 1945, o a rest
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area in the vieinity of Belfeld, Holland, and remained wntil 1900 20 larch 1945,
The period of time was well taken up by organized maintenance of materiel, baths,
picture shows, passes o Iiege, Maastrichy, Sittard, Brussels, Paris, and also

a sizeable allotment to “rmy Hest Camps. Huphasis was placed upon sanitation,
military courtesy and personal hypiene.

21=23 larch 1945

- The artillery of the 35th Ds;vision was ordered %o oceupy posifiions along
the main highway between Hheinberg and Ussenburg to support crossing operationa
of the 79%h and 30th Infantry Divisions. Heconnaissance and preperalbions were
complete prior to the occupation of such nositions which was made under the cover
of darknzss on the night of 20,21 March 1945. Cur mission wes %o support the
infantry crossing the river and to cross it ourselves, '

These positions were within 1500 yards of the river and affording very
1ittle defilade from pocints of observation in enemy Gerritory. Taus all day
time circulation was strictly curtailed. Camouflaze became paramount. Fosi-
tiong were well dugin and all wehicles were dispersed and dug in to protect
tires from fragmentation. As a result no enemy fire was ever directed at
this position, althourh a considerable amount fell within view of the positions.
Orders were received directing the hauling and di-zing in of 2% units of fire
above basic load, or a tobtal of 6400 rounds, was successfully accomplished with-
out mishap,

24 liarch 1945

This Batbaliow participated in the largest artillery preparstion of the
war to date, firing 3200 rounds in five hours. 800 rounds of which were fired
within 200-300 yards of our infanmbry in an 18 minubte period, an average of 4 rounds
per howitzer per minute. This preparation started at 0100 24 larch 1945. By
1200 the same day the DBattalion had expended nearly 5000 rounds, which was a
record Tor this organization. deports from 35 Division Artillery indicated
the crossing was made as planned with opposition considered moderatde,

The Battalion fired its last round from the West bank of the ithine at app-
roximately 2100, and prepared to cross the river on Division orden

25-28 liarch 1945
An order was issued 25 tarch 1945, stating this batbalion would cross ab
1730 owver Love “ridge and occupy positions on the east bank with the mission
of reinforcing the fires of the 219th Field Artillery Batitalion the direct
‘support Battalion of the 137%h Infantry Reziment.

. i . - . - g . 3
- The entire DBattalion made the crossing as pla-hed and occupied positions
in the vieinity of Hirsfelders, Mermany. &n additional displacement was made
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to the vicinity of Walchuck, Cermany, prior to the commitment of the 320%h
infantry who were to attack by passing through the right flank Battalion
the 137th Infantry Regiment at 0600 28 llarch 1945.

29 March 19456
This Pattalion corkinuved to support the Infa try in its maneuver to turn
south and line up along a canal in the north fringe of the industrial district
of the Fhur. Many observed missions were ealled in requesting fire on various
Gypes of targets from groups of enemy persormel 0 trains operating within the
Hhur area.

30 March 1945

This Baftalion displaced %o positions in the viecinity of Battrop, Germany.
Resistance along the front was beginning to show signs of breaking up. Many
missions were fired. The entire area was full of exoel?onb artillery fargets
such as factoriles apparently still in operation,

31 March 1945

This Battalion remained in position to coniinue its support of the infantry
dvring its relief in certain seoctors by the 79th Division. lhe Division had a
defensive mission of holding a line east afid west along the north side of the khur
ares which is now completely encirecled and estimated to have up to 100,000 trocps
“therein, '

The battle casualties for the month of harch 1845 are as follows:
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hwards received by members of 216 FA Dn are as follows;
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The number of Furple Heart awards ares might.
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KITHUETH H REED
Lt Col, FA
Commanding



