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HEADQUARTERS 216TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO3S I NY N Y
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9 ‘C@"'k & Tvich 1945

SUBJECTs Action Against Enemy, Heport After.

TO : The Adjusvant General, Vashington, D Ce (Thru Cpannels)

1, In compliance with the provisions of Far 10, Cff3, AR 345-105 sub-
mitted below is report after action against the enemy for the 216th Field

Artillery Battalion covering the period 1-28 February 1945,

. 1 February 1945

The 216th Field Artillery Battalion was in rendezvous at St Martianérhon,
Holland, awaiting orders to move o positions northeast of Geilenkiichen, Ger-
many. The Division was to relieve a British unit in this sector.

2-3 February 1945

The Division is now a part of XVI Corps of the 9th United States Army.
Aceordlng to initial orders the 320th Infantry wa.s o take over the British
line in the right portion of the Dyvision Sector. This line was approximetely
three to four thousand yards short of the Hoer River. This area is low ground
subject to flooding, as well as offering no defilade from high slag piles on
the opposite bark of the river.

4-7 February 1945

Reconnaissance elements moved to the vicinity of Tripsrath, Germany fol-
lowed closely by the Battalion. Taoctical positions were occupied at 1500. The
village ‘had been badly damaged from recent actions in that vicinitye Enemy
mines were in evidence at many places, Their locations were easily disclosed
due to the faot thet bthe snow had melted. Teller mines were encountered on the
shoulders of one lane used for ingress and egress %o the main road several hun-

ared yards distants Booby traps and 8 lines were found particularly on paths leadin

into coal sheds in the rear of buildingse
= ‘ 8-22 Fobruary 1945

Tt Col Reed received an order from Marshal Montgomery, &lst srmy Group
Commander to the officers and men of the Bathalion. This order stated the last
round would soon start and would be continued without time limits The ll"ﬁ?h
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Ltr: Action Against Enemy, Report After, Hq 216 F A Bn, 4 Mar 45, Cont'd.

United States Army abtack was to start 9 February 1945 which was subsequently
called off due 4o the flooding of the Hoer by enemy demolitions of dams further
upstream. The attack did not start until 0245 23 February 1945,

The 216%th Field Artillery Battalion from the %ime it occupied positions
until the date for the attack on 9 February 1945 was taken up by re=-installing
all wire Communications with forwerd elements; pubtbing as much wire overhead
as possible; with a maximum of lateral tle-ins., Past actions have proven this
to be the best method of maintaining wvital lines during the few hours prior and
subsequent %o the attack. Approximately 35 miles of wire waes installede

During the period of time between the postponing of the attack and the
23rd of February, a training program was setup to include close order drill,
field sanitation, military courtesy, and a very liberal pass schedule. Officers
and Enlisted men were allowed to visit Sittard, Maastricht, Iiege, and Brussels.
Fieture shows were held in the Batbtalion area in an old Beer and Dance Halls A
Rsd Cross clubmobile visited the Battalion once during the period. Hegular de-
tails for shower baths wers sent daily to Ieerlen, Hollands The shower baths
were located in a State Coal Mine capable of accomedating 1000 men. Mail ser-
vice was above normal during the period. All echelons of maintenance were close-
ly supervised, Zvery precaubion was taken to insure all materiel to be in firs®
clags condifions

23=48 Felbruary 1945

The attack wes launched at 0245 23 Feb. The Division's mission was to
seize the near bank of the Roer and to.dig-in and hold. This attack was
successful end shorily after daylight on 23 February 1945 all battalions of
the 320%h Iafantry repoxted either c¢n their objective or approsching it withe
out oo much resistance. Prior patroling and information obtalned from <ivilians
and Prlsoners of War furnished front line commanders with full information as
to what was in front of their unitis. The tarpgels were well covered by artile
lery fire in the 30 minute preparation, This battalion displaced to completely
prepared positions in the vieinity of Holhaven, Germany. Continuous support
was given during this period by displacing by battery, and also coordinating
the fires of other reinforcing battalions

A %ask force under the command of Col B 4 Byrne was organizZed. This
force would cross the Hoer dlver at Kaulit or H¢1Lar%h depending upon road con-
ditions as well as progress & constructing a bridge at Keuit. The bridge ak
Hilfdrth had been captured intact by well planned heavy-interdiction fires
around i% by the 35th Division Artillery.

.Col Byrne issued his order for the front elements consisting of a tank
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IL&r; Action Against Enemy, Report After, Hg 216 I' 4 Bn, 4 ¥ar 45, Cont'd.
battalion with the 3rd Battalion 320 Infantry riding thereon to pass the
initial point at 1300 28 February 1545. The IF was located at Hilfarth
bridge, : '

The battle casualties for tThe month of February 1945 are as followsg
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Total Q 3
Awards recelived by members of 216 F A Bn are as followss
Silver Soldier's - Bronze Adr
Dse Stars Hedal Star Medal
Regz Ole Reg Ole Reg Ole Reg Ole Reg Ol
Dfficers . O 2 0 S0 0 2 0 0 4
Brl isked o 0 0o 0 1 o T .0 0 0
Men ‘
The number of Furple Heart Awards ares; Ione
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