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h“porting the attack with approximetely 2000 rounds per dey. Much of this was fired

'éupported infantry reported considerable enemy activity along our front, including
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SUSTECT:  Report After Action Against Enemy.

TO ¢ The Adjutant General
: Weshington 25, D €

l. 1In complimnce with the previsions of Far 10 CS, AR 545-105, submltted
bolow is report aftter action against the enemy for the 216th Field Artlllery
Pattalion coverlng the period 1-31 January 1945.

January 1, 1945

The 35th Infantiry Division was coatinuiﬁg 1ts mission of atbtacking in its
sector against the southern flank of Von Rundstedt's offensive salient into Luxem-
bourg and Belgium. The 320th Infantry Regimeut with the 216th Field Artillery
Battalion in direct support were on the right of the Division Sector. Both the

Command Posts were located in Boulaide, Luxembourg,

January 2, 1945
.%he 216th Field Artillery Battalion remained in its present position &upm
on observed targets—by front line forward observers and air observers.
| January 3, 1945 ‘
The 216th Field Artillery Battelion remained in 1La preSenh pOSltlon. The

enemy armor. The artlllery'consentratlons were shepped up using the two reinforc-
ing battalions. :

Janvary 4, 1945

The #16th Field artillery Battalion remeined in its present position. IThirwe
‘teen rounds of counter battery fire were resceived in our position from 1600 %o 1800.
411l rounds landed behind the batteries with no damage or injuries resulting. In-
fantry reported advances on our front.

January 5, 1945
The 216ﬁh_Fleld Artillery Battalion remalned in its present position.

Vislblllﬁy-and observation were excellent, resulfing in increase of observed
firess The {hfantrv advanced 1500 yards against determlned oppositions
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Ltr; Report After Action Agdnst Enemy, Hq 218 F A Ba, 1 Feb 45, Cont'd.
January 6, 1945

The 216th Field Artillery Battalion was ordered to be ready for a move %o a
new sector. Une Batfalion of the Infantry was relieved by a Battalion of the
10lst Infantry of the 26th Infantry Division. The remaining Battalion was to
be relieved by a task force composed of cavalry. This Battalion initiated its
use of the new FPozit Fuze. Results are unknown.

Jamuary 7, 1945

The 216th Field Artillery Battalion remsined in the same position and
continued to support infantry on our fromt. The 320th Infantry had been relieved.

Januvary 8, 1945

The 216th Field Artillery Batbelion received a new mission which was to
reinforce the fires of the 16lst field Artillery Battalion. The Babtalion made
reconnaissance survey and occupled positions in the vieinity of Salvacourt, Bel-
gium. 7The weather continued to be very clear and cold. fixbra guards and -security

were orgenized to gunard against infiltration of enemy patrols.

January 9, 1945

The 216th Field Artillery Battalion remained in its present position and
conbinued its reinforcing mission. ' ‘

Jenuary 10, 1945

The 2166h Field Artillery Battalion remained in its present position. A
fire broke out in the Battery "A" Kitchen Truck from an exploding kitchen unites
Two men were injured and evacuated. One vehicle, a % ton, was hit by enemy shell-
fire in Bastogne, Belgium.

Jenuary 11, 19L5
: The 216th Field Arbillery Babtbalion remained in ibs present position. The
320th Infanbtry was not commlbbed except two of ibs Battalions were attached to
other ‘units. Ammunition was being rationed and only priority targets and obser-
ved wissions were abttacked. :
January 12, 19L5
‘The 216th Field Artillery Babtalion remained in its present positlon.
The 320th Intantry were attached to the 6th Armored Division. This Battalion
wds informed at 2200 it would move to support its atback at 0800 on January
135 1945. The 212th Field Artillery Battalion would be direct support until
this organization was in position to take over such mission.

Jarmary 13, 1945 ‘
“The 216th Field Artillery Battalion'displaced to the vicinity of Harvie,
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Belgitm to support the 320th Infantry reinforecing the fires of the 212U} ,
Armored Fleld Artillery Battalion and relieving them at 1700, While they re-
mained to reintorce our fires, our Infantry (the 320th) Jjumped off to the attack
ab 0830 advancing six hundred yards against determined resistance. "C" Battery
this Battalion received a heavy enemy shelling while going into position. Three
were killed. six were injured. . Fh '

January. 1y, 1945 ,

The 216th F ield Artillery Battalion remained at Marvie, Belgium to support
the continued attack of the 320th Infaﬂtf{. An intermediate objective was taken
during the day after heavy coordinated abtack including fighter bombers and artil-
lery. The 776th Field Artillery Battalion (medium) was also reinforcing our fires.

January 15; 1945

The 216th Field Artillery Battalion remained in position to support The con=
tinuing attack. Reconnaissance with wire and survey was made in the vicinity of
Bizeory, Belgium. '

January 16, 1515

) The 216th Field Artillery Battalion diaglaced To Bizeory to ® nbinue the
direct support of 320th Infantry which was still advancing upon its objective.

January 17, 1945

The 216th Field Artillery Battalion remeined in position at Bizeory, Belgium.
Orders were received rationing ammunition to 30 rouands per weapon per day. The
» 3206h Infantry was on their objective. The plan of defensive fires was complebed

Janmuary 18, 19h5

The 216th Field Arvillery Battalion remained in position to support the
320th Infanbry who was being relieved.by the 134th Infentry Regiment during dark-
ness 17, 18 Januarye. Quarbering varvies were sent out on secret orders. The
Battalion was to remain in direct support until relieved by the 16lst Ield Artil-
lery Battalion which was completed by 1530. However, we remained to support until
19 January i9h5,

January 19, 1915

The 216th Field Artiliery Battalion was to move out from the areas of Bizeory ~
Bastogne to arrive at an I P at Martelange at 1105, Due to heavy snowdrifts, fog
and a blinding snow storm arrived at T P 1130, and encountered better weather for -
remainder of march to barracks area in Metz, France.

January 20, 1945

The 216th #ield Artillery Battalion remained at etz for refitting, mainten-
ance and some rest.

January 21, 1945

The 216th Field Artillery Battalion remained at Metz Barracks Area refitting, -
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Ltr: Report After Action Against Inemy, Hq 216 F A Bn, 1 Feb L5, Cont'de

peyforming maintenance, atbending Special Service Shows, and Quartermaster
showerss : ‘

January 22, 19L5
The 216th Field Artillery Battalion remained at ketz Barracks Area
January 23, 1945 '

The 216th Field Artillery Battalion and 320th Intantry moved by motor to an
- area near Dieuzze, Fraonce where emergency positions were occupileds Orders wore
received to be prepared to move and relieve elements of the L5th and 100th Divisions

by 2l January 19L5.
Javary 2l, 19L5

The 216-5?_1 Field Artillery Battalion arrived in the vicinity of Wingen, France
and were in position to support the 320th Intantry in their reliel of elements of
ot the Lh5th Division. The mission was one of defenses

o Janvary 25, 1945
_ wilh . : :

The 216t¥%Field Arvillery Bavtalion remained in position supporting the
320th Infantry ef Defensive fires. Ammunition was rationed., The Division was

atvached to Tth Army and XV Corpse
January 26, 19L5
The 216th Field Artillery Battalion remained in position at Wingen, Frances

Jamary 27, 1945

e

The 216th Field Artillery Battalion remained in position av Wingen, France.

January '28; 1945

B ‘'he 216th Field Arbillery Battalion remained in posibion at ¥ingen, France.
Mission of Defense continueds. Reconnaissance and Survey were made for positions
in the rear in event of an enemy attack or offensive in our ared.

January 29, 1945

Jee> The 216th Field Millery Battalion received orders to be relieved by the
- h Field Artillery Battalion of the L5th Division and to De prepared to make

moter move to vieinity of Verdun, France.
Jamuary 30, 19L5
- The 216th. Field i&rtillez;y Battalion moved by motor Lo the village of Ambly,
' France 12 kilometers from Verdun, France. :
January 31, 1945
The 216th Field Artillery ‘Batta,.'lion continued march over icy roads O
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Lir: Report After Action Against tnemy, Hg 216 F 4 Bn, 1 Feb L5, Cont'd.
the vicinity of S5t Martin Vermon, Belgium % kilometer frem MNoorbeek, Belgium
where the Batbalion found very satisfactory quarbers in the village. The
misgion ol the Babttalion was to relieve a British unit north east of (ilen-
ki¥Chen, Germany. s

CASUATTTIES:
_________ Enlisted Men ' Cificers
LwA - 5 ' , WA - 1
JLTA = Lo ' . ‘ DOW ~ 1
Dow - 2 ‘ _ : KTp ~- 1
WTA - Nome ] HIA = None
B o)

- Prisomers of War Gaptured: None
Awards and Decorations:

Bronze Star liedals

Bronze Star (0LG)

ir Medal (OLC)

Purple Hearts

Certificate of Merit

Authority was received auullox'lz:v_ng persomel of 216th Field Artillery
Battalion to wear two more baltle stars, to wit: Northern France Campaign No 1
duth: Ltr BEMOUSA AG 200.6 1 Dec Ll and Ger'mamy Campaign No 1 fduths: Lur- BLOUSA
AG 200.6 2l Dec Ll
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