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HEADGUARTERS, 216th FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APQ 35 U 8 ARMY

3 September 19kl
SUMMARY OF EVENTS

This report herewith submibted, covers in detail the combatb
action of the 216th Field Artillery Battalion, for the period of
' the month of August 19kl I

The beginning of August 19Lk found this Battalion in an excellent
state of lMorale and combat efficiency, as it had been in actual combat
for a period of approximately three weeks. During such time, the Bab-
talion had been in the Battle of St Lo, and it was now well behind.

On 1 August 194l the Battalion was in position in the vicinity of
Brigny (coordinabes 55¢10-60,70) and supporbing the 320 Infantry in
its swift atbtack to clear the high ground to the Soubth of the Vire
River. In parbicular this piece of terrain was very well adapted o
defense, having the good advanbage of high well covered hills, exposed
avenues of approach. E

luch credit is to be given to the 320th Infantry in their swift and
determined sdvance, which had begun North of ‘Torigny-Sur-Vire. Sweeping
forward,capturing the town,and without hesitation, proceeded South to
toke its next objective. This Battalion worked almost constantly day and
night to lay, service and meintain its wirve commmnications with oul; front
1ine Infantry Battalions, This was maintsined and,during the entirg action,
no artillery support was denied. _

i1l 203 will long be remembered by this Battalion. Its numerical
designation was obtained frem the operational maps its location was -
mediately South of Torigny and on the South bank of the River Vire;
during the Battle to take this Hill this Battalion fired 206 rounds in
support of the Infanbry attacke. This Babtaliont's fires were reinforced by
the 127th Field Artillery Battalion and the 81st Chemical Mortar Battalions
and both fired many missions at our requests Special mention is made here .
to the very effective supporb rendered by the Chemical Battalion in firing
spproximately 250 rounds of white phosphorus smoke on Hill 203, denying the
enemy its excellent observation and screening our preparations for night
attack of that position; such attack was successful and, on the mornming of
3 August at 030 our Infantry had occupied Hill 203 : i

» Hith Hill #203 in our hands this Battalion displaced at 1530 on
Thursday 3 August 194l to a point on the North Slope of such hill and, in
the vicimity of le Benny Bocage (coordinates 58,00-42.00) we were now
in possession of very excellent observation to the South and,from estab-
lished observation posts fired many concentrations on enemy gun flashess
vroad interidctions and counter batierye '
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Sumary of Events, Monthof August 19Ll,” Hq 216th FA Bn,contde

Wission of the 320th Infantry after capture of Bill 203 as

ghove stabed was to continue its atback to take the Division object-

ive vhich was the high ground and road net immediately Northwest of
the city of Viree This objective was taken by the division sbout noon
Friday i August 19hlLi. One particular concentration fired by the left
platoon of Battery 4 hit an munition dump, causing some terrific
explosions resulbing in the enemy's as well as the civilian's Lo
cvacuate the village of Neufbourg. Upon the taking of the above object—
ive the Division was to hold and defend in its present locatione

The 35th Division received a new assignment. Up to this Time we:
were fighting with the lst United States Army. Now were were assigned
to the newly formed 3rd United States Armye This meant to us that we
were on our waye. Orders were soon forth coming and, on Sunday 6 August
19Lki, this Battalion moved to a defensive position 2 kilometers North
of Brecey with orders to continue the march further South on 7 August
194);. However, due to the heavy military traffic, over our proposed
routes, orders were received to remain in position until further notice
and on a 30 minute alert statuse

* The Germans Counteratiack :

WaTe This Battalion was in position near Brecey and prepared o
gove further Southeast on our mission with the 3rd U. S. Army, informate
jon was received that the Germans were counteratbacking in force near
Morbain, with its mission to drive through to Avranches, thereby cutting
of f our lines of supply as well as divide our forces: during this time
we were a part of the XX Corps: on 6 August 19ll; we received orders to
move by combab team with a mission of preparing to meet a possible threat
fron the direction of Milly. #n additional mission was to be prepared to
veinforce the fires of the 161lst Field Artillery Battalion in the event
this attack develops. On Monday 7 August 19Lk we received orders that
the Division was to attack. The 13hth & 137th Infantxy lotorized with the
mission to secure the Mortain, Barenton & St Cyr Road. For this operation
we are again in the lst Ammy and in the VIT Corpse -

The 320th Infantry and this Babtbtalion did not enter into the sctual
battle until atback orders were given 9 August 19Lly, whereupon displaces=
ment was made to a position Southwest of Barenton (coordinates 50,02=
06.09) to support ite The Batbalion spent the next four days in the bat-
t1le of what is now known as Mortain. During this battle the fires of the
Division Artillery were nassed and many Division Artillery Coneentrations
were fived. The counterattack was stopped cold and our infantry began
to drive forward towards the city of lortain. This battle, as in the bat-
tle for Hill 203, disclosed the enemy had all the observation and command-
ing terrain; the advantage was his, Irrespective of 2ll this the infantry
fought forward yard by yard, against the besgt troops in the German Armye
The following types were identified: Der Feuher Regimentw Deubschland
Regiment, SS troops, Panzer Division, and some Parabrooperss There was

no stopping this Regiment when it was learned the major porbtion of &l

infantry Battalion of the 30th Division on our left had been surrounded
for several days on the high ground just east of Hortain, They were rese
cued and relieved by the lst Babttalion of the 320th Infantry, this Bab-

talion in support. We were relieved from further action in this sector

on Saturday 13 August 194l and again continued on our original mission
drith the 3rd U.S. Army.
During the entifgjg
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Summary of '”Everits, Month of August 1911115 Hq 216th FA Bn, contde

fired 3188 rounds in its direct support mission.

The personnel of the Battalion were delighted when it was laber learn—
od ‘that a great trap had been formed and some 50,000 Germans surroundedy
in the area of Mortain and Falisse. We knew we had helped form this trap
in our Battle of Mortain which developed and was fought out just as this
Division was passing by, a 5 day diversion with the lst Armye

 During the Battle of Mortain the 3rd U.S. Ammy continued its advance
Rastward and the Division was far behind. By Wednesday 16 August 19hhy
our Division finally caught up with the advance forces end the enemy to
our immediate front. Our motorized infantry had received enemy fire from
a point 5 kilometers Southwest of the city of Chateaudun., By wmidafterncon
the 320th had detrucked, deployed astride the mzin road with its mission
to atback, take, and secure the city of Chateaudun.

During the afternoon shove mentioned, additional artillery from the
182nd Group was placed into position to reinforce our fires. However, due
to the speed of the atback and the need of observed fires, the additional
artillery failed to get registered. This battle started about 1500 and’
by davm 17 August 194l it was all over. TLater it was learned the Germans
had fled in great haste leaving every type of equipment as well as hot
mesls. Tb is interesting to note that during this lightning attack the
only artillery to fire was the 216th FA Bn and the infantry Cennon Company
and, when the city was entered, five German Mark VI Tanks had been disabled,
by direct hits and sbandoned.

During this battle this Battalion fired 929 rounds.

From 20 August 194l to 26 August 19))i no important battles were fought.
During this time the Battalion moved from Chateandun through Montargis,
Courbenay, Joigny to a point west of the city of Troyes, where it went into
a position to prepare for an attack upon that citys it had been reported
it was held by 3000 Germans, however, the enemy withdrew to the East after
blowing up all bridges over the Seine River. By Sunday 27 fugust 19l the
city was fully occupied and this Battalion moved to a position in the
South edge of the city to protect the approaches from the North, Hast,
and Southeast; the entire 182nmd Group was also in position in the vicin=
ity with the same type of missione '

During the night 27-28 August 19kl it was reported that the 15th
Panzer Grenadier and the 3rd Pangzer Division who were formerly in Africa
and fought in Italy had inflicted casualties to a cavalry screen abttempie—
ing to establish a road black on the road to Lusigny-Sur-Barse and that
they were in the large woods North and South of the village: it was also
leayned that this force had a mission of attacking Troyes. An enemy
patrol had reached a point Iy kilometers South of town, and apparently the
Porce withdrew when considersble unobserved artillery fire was directed
at the road bleck, woods, and important road junctions.

Organizations of Task Force Seebree to atback this force resulted
in attack orders being issued to abback, seize, and defend the road from
Bar-Sur=Seine to Venderevere-Sur-Barse. , .

This abback was to begin at 0800 30 August 194}, No opposition was
encountered, however, much evidence of a very hasty withdrawl was very

' obvious. The Task Force was on its objectlve and this Batbalion in posit-
ion o fire: by 1500. The Battalion position was 1 kilomeber South of
Villy-en=Trodess
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. Sumary of Events, lonth of August 19lli, Hq, 216th FA Bn, contde
‘ The end of the month found this Battalion in position vicinity
- of Brienne=-Le~Chateau after a displacement from Villy-en-Trodes durmg
the night of 30-31 Auguste
For the Commanding Officers: <
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; , MAURICE R HUBBARD
Inclg:; Journal and Supporting Major, FA
: Papers August 1944, Executive
£ 1% S 1st Ind RGG/mla
- (3 Sep 44) i . - :
HQ 35TH INF DIV, AFO 35, U § Army, 20 Sep 44 . ol Lif

TOs Commending Genersl, XII Corps, AP0 31.3, U S Army

Forwarded in compliance with pafagreph 2, Memo 2, Headquerters XII Corps,
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