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SUBJECT: Action Against Enemy, Report After.

To The Ad jutent General, Washington, D.C. (thru channels)

L2

1. Tn compliance with the provisions of Par 10 C3, AR 345~105,
submitted below is report after actlon against the enemy for the 161lst
Tield Artillery Battalion covering the period 1~31 March 1945,

1 March 1945

' The 134th Inf Regt reorganizing in preparation for move to the
Rhine. WMaj Funk administered the oath to commission 8/Sgt Wayne W.
Whiteman, 2nd Lt at Orsbeck, Germany. Two German soldiers were cap=-
tured in the area, taken to 134th Inf PWE. Task force Byrnes passed
through our infantry. This battalion fired very few missions after
the task force got out in front. AT 24130 the quartering party left to
reconnoiter area in vicinity of Kaldenkirchen (Mej Funk in charge) and
arrived in Kaldenkirchen at 2400. No casualties or reinforcements.
Ammunition expended: 221 rounds. 2 PW. Weather: Cloudy. ‘Ly :
; ) |
2 March 1945 U
Maj Funk gave Maj Moore an area for the 127th FARN. While Maj

. loore was on reconnalssance, he and his driver were captured by a 160~ !

. man enemy patrol. Maj Moore escaped when the patrol was apprehended |
and pinned down by machine gun fire. Reconnalgsance was completed at 3 |
0130. The battalion left Orsbeck at 0400, arrived at Kaldenkirchen N
at 0800, Task force Byrnes conblnued to attack, meeting very little * —
resistance. Sgt Harold W. Carter appointed 2nd Lt. la] Funk adminis=~ &
tered the oath. No casualbies or reinforcements.  Ammunition expendeﬁﬁzz;i
0 rounds. Weather: Cloudye.

2 March 1940 !

Reconnaissance parties left Kaldenkirchen at 0700 golng %o Strae—s;
len. (Civilians were moved from the house where the battalion CP was toln |
be located. The battalion moved at 0830 and arrived in Straslen at /
1000. 17 PWs were picked up in battery areas. Battery A was detached
from battalion to support lst battalion 134th Inf near Geldern. While
detached they captured 24 PWs. A British In 0, Capt Gleun, reported to
our CB., the air OP reported armored column coming from north and that
1t is definitely British armor. Contact between lgt battalion 134th
‘Tnf and lst Canadian Army was made at 1500. S/Sgt Glenn R Fisk appoint-

 ed 2nd Lt. Maj Punk administered the oath. The battalion closed station
at 1630 and displaced at 1730 to Isenhof. The civilians were moved from
éﬁ/"the house where the-batiallon.CP was, to be located. The battalion fired
y very few misslions [Fror:18080/it0> battalion went in General Sup-
-port st 1000 hours. No casualtie \nf@gggmenﬁﬁww=ﬁﬁhunition'expend—

ed: 0. Grand total: 106,057%, i Cloudy, rain.
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Hq 161 FA Bn, Action Against Enemy, Report After, 1-31 Mar 45 (cont'd.)
4 March 1945

The 134th Inf is moving fast with very little resistance. Btry C
capbured 4 FWs in their area this morning. Reconnalssance parties lefd
at 1030, The battalion closed station at 1130 and moved at 1200 hours
to Oermten, Germany. Bbtry A was released from direct support of 1lst
Battalion 134th Inf and joined the battalion at 1400 hours. Btry A did
no firing while with lst Battalion. The battalion was regilstered by

- high burst. Orders from Commanding General on civilian control were

put out to batteries. Col Thompson, CO 127th FA ‘Bn, visited the CP.

The battalion is stlill in general support of Task Force Byrnes. Service

Battery'!s amunition train took 19 PWs. No casualties or reinforcements.

Ammunltion Expended: 600 rounds. Weather: Cloudy, raln.

S.March 1945

We received orders from Task Force Byrnes about moving. The Air
QP picked up 500 enemy troops and 25 vehicles in the open. This bat-
talion fired Battalion 12 volleys. Ten battalions of artillery parti-
cipated in this mission. The Air OP reported this battallon was well
massed and that the enemy infantry was evidently disorganized with evi-
dence of many casusalties. All fire missions cleared through supported
unlts. Col Schuster went to 35th Div Arty and 134th Inf CP at 1320
hours and returned at 1435 hours. Verbal orders from 35th Div Arty S-2:
Personnel may mentlon ln correspondence that they are in the 9th Army
and have been in the 7th Army. Lt Foe and Lt Johnson, recelved Air Med-
al (QLC). - No casualtles or reinforcements. Ammunition expended: 602 :
Weather; Partly cloudy.

: 6 March 1940 _

Reconnalsgance partles left at 0700 hours. The battalion closed
station at 0730 and displaced at 0800, arrived at new position at Lint-
fort, Germany at 0830 and reglstered battalion by Alr OP. Btry A picked
up 5 PWs in thelr area, Btry B picked up a soldier in civilian clothes.
He said he had been home on furlough and decided to guit, so he burned
his uniform and put on civilian clothes, but kept his identification
tags and pay book. Col Schuster left for 35th Div Arty at 1805 hours.
No Pire Line from 219th FA Bn. No camualties or reinforsements. Ammu-

‘nition expended: 310. Westher: Cloudy. 6 PiWs

% March 1945

The XVI Corps Ex Q visited this FDC at 0945 hours. The battalion
stlill in general support and fired missions -assigned by supported units.

. The 320th and 137th Inf Regts are on the front and are meeting stiff

realstance of  self=-propelled guns and automatic weapons. Several
brldges were observed across the Rhine River., "1 Casualty (HBC) no re=-
inforcements. Ammunition expended: 1177. Weather: Cloudy, rain.
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Hq 161 FA Bn, Action Against Enemy, Report After, 1-31 Mar 45 (cont'd)
8 March 1945 ‘

The infantry has made small gaing along division front. - G=2 re=-
ports bridges in at Waldern. Col Schuster left at 1100 hours going on
reconnalssance and returned at 1145 hours. Then the Col. went to 35th
Div Arty. . Heavy artillery landed in battalion area. One man was killed
and ore injured in Btry C. The infantry made small gains this after-
noon.  The Col. presented the Bronze Star Ribbon to Pvt Carman Powell
at Lintfort, Germany. 2 Casualties and no reinforcements. Ammunition
expended: 506 rounds. Weather: Cloudy, rain. -

9 March 1945

The battalion fired in preparation fires for division attack ab
0700 hours and. closed station at 0730. The battalion moved to new po-
sition at 0800, arriving co-ord 17.8-28.8 at 0835. Battalion was regis~
tered by Air OP. Btry A and Btry B reported friendly artillery falling
in their area; origin of the short rounds was never definitely deter-
mined. The enemy had barrage balloons over the Rhine in front of our
area. DBtry A and Btry B reported enemy artillery falling in thelr area;
no damage. The 134th Inf will relisve the 320th Inf at 2400 and atiack
at 10 0630 with the lst and 2nd Battalions. The 216th FA Bn, 275th FA
Bn, and Co C of 89th Chemical Bn attached to our unit for supporting
fires. Three forward observers were sent to lst Battallon and 2 for-
ward observers were sent to 3rd Battalion of 134th Inf. In O0s from
216th FA Bn, 275%th FA Bn, and Co C, 89th Chemical Bn reported to our CP.
No casualtles or reinforcements, Amaunition Expended: 358 rounds.
Weather: Partly cloudy.

e 10 March 1945

The 1st and 3rd Battalions of the 134th Inf relieved the 320th
Inf at 2400. They attacked at 0630. Many prisoners were taken=-=as
many &s 50 at one time. The morale of the prisoners was very low.
‘PWs reported that thelr supporting artillery has only 40 rounds left,.#
The 134th Inf advanced to objective, meeting no registance at all. ‘
They reported that they had only 3 casualties. Verbsl orders to bat-
teries: No personnel will ride in automobiles, on biecyeles, or motor-
cycles. Mo civilian radios will be carried nor household goods.

#This statement was proven false labter when great quantities of artil-
lery ammunition was found near gun positions.

No Cagualties or reinforcements. Ammunition expended: 1492. Grand tot=-
‘Bl 111,102. Weather: Cloudy, showers.

11 March 1945

- The infantry has reached objectives; our artillery is firing on

call. The 275th FA Bn was detached. The quartering parties left CP

at 1430 and arrived at Genholt at 1730. The new area is to be the 35th

Div assembling area. Fnemy fighter planes over the battalion arsa; the
~ planes strafed in some aresa, but not ours. No Casualties or Reinforce-
.~ ments. Ammunition Expended 206 Weather Cloudy.
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Hq 161 FA Bn, Action Against Enenmy Report Afver, 1-3l Mar 45 (cont'd)
12 HMarch 1945 ; !
The quartering perty at Genholt found houses for the personnel
and policed the new position before arrival of the battalion. The
battallon left the front at 1710 and arrived in Genholt at 1845. o
Casualtles or Reinforcements. Ammunition expended: 84, Weather: cloudy.
13 March 1945

The personnel of the battalion spent the day washing clothes and
cleaning equipment. Lt Brayton, Special Service Qfficer, made arrange-
ments for a movie for the battalion. OQOur mission was care and clean-
-ing of egulpment, rest, and recreation for the men and officers of the
battalion. Inspections were arrsnged to determine the extent of the
maintenance on the 16th and 18th of March. No casualties or reinforce-
ments. Ammunition expended: 0. Weather: Partly cloudy.

14 Var 1945

The battalion is in a rest area and spent time washing clothes
and meintenance of egulpment. Passes were authorized bto Brussels. The
Col went to Div Arty and 1l34th Inf at 1530 and returned at 1515; he
called the battery commandeérs together st 1545. The Col. left on pass
for Paris at 2330. Capt Lee was presented the Bronze Star Ribbon for
heroic action. No casualties or relnforcements. Ammunition expended:
0 rounds. Weather: Clear.

15 March 1945

The men of the battalion continued maintensance on vehicles and
care of personal equipment. A movie was shown in the battalion area.
No casusaltlies or reinforcements. Ammunition expended: O rounds. Weath-
rers Cloudy to clear. '

16 March 1945

‘This unit is still in reserve area. Batleries conducted their own
inapectionu today. Three batteries lnspected clothing and personal
equipment similar to regular Saturday morning inspections in the States
and two inspected materiel and motors. No casualties or reinforcements.
Ammunition expended: O rounds. Weather: Clear.

17 March 1945

This unit still in reserve area. rourteen men went to Div Arty
to gee Iily Pong. One member of this unit was tried by Special Court.
Battalion Ex O left for reconnaissance of new position areas where the
battalion will go into position at a later date. Batteries also made
reconnalssance. Survey and wire communicatlons to be complete by to-
morrow night. No Casualties and reinforcements. Ammunition expended:
0 roundse. Weather: Clear. Grand total for ammunition expended:
111,389, ‘

18 HMarch 1945

The wire communlcatlons were completed in the new position. Sur=
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Hgq 161 FA Bn, Action'Against Enemy, Report After, 1=-31 Mar 45 (cont'd)
' ' 18 HMarch 1945 (conttd)

vey section surveyed positions for calibration of the guns of this bat-
talion. No casuslties or reinforcements. Ammunition expended: 0 roundse.
Weather: Partly cloudy.

19 larch 1945

The firing batterieg and calibratlon parties left rest area for
calibration area and returned at’ 1300 this afternoon. Col., Schuster .
returned from Paris at 1830. No casuslties or reinforcements. Ammu~
nition expended: O rounds. Weather: Partly cloudy.

20 March 1945

The battalion is making preparations to move to Menzelen, Germany.
The battalion CO called battery commanders and staff officers meéting
prior to the departure of the advance detail which left at 1300. Prot=-
estant church services next to battalion CP; very few men attended be-
cause of ordnance changing sights on the carbine. The advance detaill
organized the FDC and quartered the men before the battalion left the
reserve area at Genholt, Germany. The battalion left the area at 1900
and they arrived in new area at 2145, FDC set up and was prepared to
fire; no missions were fired. We are in supporting fires of 195th FA
Bn of the 30th Inf Div. Ammunition expenditure of 93 rounds reported
this morning was expended on calibration of guns. No casualties or
relnforcements. " Ammunition expended: 93 rounds. Weather:clear.

: 21 March 1945
The battaliop,regiStered on two check points by ground 0P and the

reglstration was checked by 197th FA Bn Air OP. Four rounds of heavy
srtillery fell in this area. No one from this unit was injured but

~-four men from a British Unlt were injured. The British soldiers were

evacuated by our medics. The Commanding General, 30tk Div Arty, Gen.
Tewls, vigited our CP and FDC. The 16lst FA Bn 1ls in general support

‘of 30th Div Arty in the attack across the Rhine River. No casualties

or reinforcements., Ammunition expended: O rounds. Westher: Clear.
22 March 1945

Very little activity was reported today. The smoke screen made

visibility almost zero. Btry C Ex O reported a ILn plane over the area

with 7o markings, last seen going east. The AAA uwnit with us reported
the In plane ag being British. The secret plans for the "Big Push”
across the Rhine River were recelved by the unlt from the 197th FA Bn.
The battalion OPs were manned throughout the day and night.  No casual=-
ties or reinforcements. Ammunition expended: 146 rounds. Weather: Clear.

23 HMarch 1945

The battalion is in genoral support of 30th Div Arty. The day

was spent 1ln preparing for the attack. The bombing of the area around
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Hq 161 FA Bn, Action Against Bnemy, Report After, 1-3L Mar 45 (cont'd)
| 23 March 1945 (cont!'d)

Wesel, Germany could be observed from this area. At 2330 we recelved

s report that the British had two battalions across the Rhine River

and that the greatest obstacle was in taking care of PWs. No casualties
or reinforcements. Ammunition expended: O rounds. Weather: Clear.

24 NMerch 1945

" At 0145 the British were reported to have one regiment across the
Rhine River and are in the north edge of Wesel. Heavy artillery has
been constantly pounding the enemy rear areas; the. light artillery be-
gan firing the preparation fire at 0100 for the 30th Div jump-off at
0200, This battalion fired approximately 1300 rounds in the hour be-
fore the jump-off. The preparation fire was so timed That the infan-
try hit the Rhine River levee 45 seconds after the last rounds were
fired from the guns. The infantry took objective across river, reor-

“ganized and announced T hour as 0715 hours; this T hour was postponed

and set for 0900 hours. This battalion fired a 45 minute preparatlon
prior to 0900. Approximately 840 rounds were fired, but the 30th Div
did not jump off. Another 45 minute preparation fire was planned for
the T hour which was 1100 hours. .This battalion fired 600 rounds on
this preparation but ceased firing because the alirborne army was in
the air. The airborne army planes were over thls area from 1000 to
1300 hours, We observed three C-47 planes crash in flames. AT 13530
hours & flight of B~-24s with supplies for the bridgehead was over the
area flying at albtitudes from 200 to 600 feet. On the return one B-24
crashed in flames near our area; four members of the crew in parachutes
were observed., Ilater reports stated that the entire crew jumped from-
the plane before it crashed. T hour has been set at 1500. We will
fire another 45 minute preparation 0f840 rounds. The infantry Jjumped
off as planned at 1500 hours. The reports we received stated that the
British operation was going very well and that they were taking many
PWs. The 30%th Div attasck is moving and encountering very little re=
sistance. This battalion fired missions on call through the 197th FA
Bn.  No casualties or reinforcements. Ammunition expended: 3,232.
Grand total: 114,860. Weather: Clear.

25 March 1945

The 30th Infantry continues to advance throughout the day. They
had advanced so far that they were out of range for this battalion in
present positions. The battalion CO was called to a meebing with 134th
Inf £0%at 1600 and left from there immediately on reconnaissance across
the river. This bsttalion was unable to move forward until 19156. We
crossed the Rhine River on a pontoon bridge at 2230 hours. Inemy planes
were up whille battallon was on the road. One plane atbempted to gtrafe

 Headguarters Battery column. The M51 AAA weapon in our column fired on

the plane as it dived into our column, causing the plane to shift to the
e Y i
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Hq 161 FA Bn, Action Against Enemy, Report After, 1-31 Mar 45 (cont'd)
g 25 March 1945 (cont'd)

left,  thus missing the vehicles and hltting the, ground 10 to 12 feet
from the column. The plane was firing machine guns and light cannon.
The entire battalion was not able to close in by 2400 because trucks
had not returned from hauling infantry during the day. No casuallies
or reinforcements. Ammunition expended: 2325 rounds. Weather: Clear.

26 March 1945

The bridge for traffic going west across the Rhine river is lo-
cated at 21.,2-33.3., The battalion closed station at 1055 and moved
at 1115, arriving in new position at 37.0-32.0 at 1135 hours. The
1nfantry met only slight resistance today. No casualties or relnforce~
ments. Ammunition. expended- 228 rounds. Weather: Clear.

97 March 1945

The battalion FDC moved into the same building with the 3rd bat-
talion of 134th Infantry. Capt Nicholson was injured when his vehilcle
ran into a bomb crater enroute to battalion CP. Lt Ambrose was injured
by enemy artillery fire. 2 casualties--1 Non-battle snd no.reinforce=-
ments. Weather: Partly cloudy.‘ :

28 Narch 1945

The 2nd and 3rd Battalions of 134th Inf began the attack. The 1l37th
Tnf was commlitted on the right advance, to the east. The 3rd battalion
134th Inf took 32 PWs and reported light resistance, The battallion ar-
rived at the btown of Peters, CGermany 42.7-30.8 at 1350 hours and began
registratlion by Air OP at 1405 hours. The battalion fired on self=-pro-
pelled gunsg; fire was directed by air OP. The enemy fired heavy con-
centration 6f mortars on the 1lst Battalion front lines. Machine gun
firing could be observed from this CP. The infantry reported that the
increased activity was not a counter-attack, that the enemy was flring
from fixed positions and were making no attempt to advance. The FDC
was moved into the basement because several rounds of artillery landed .
in the area. HMaj Funk went to 134th Infantry CP as In O. One gun in
Btry B fired a muzzle burst, injuring two men. 2 Casualties and no
reinforcements. Ammunition expended: 1464 rounds. * Weather: Parily
cloudy.

20 March 1945

- The infantry made good progress in thelr nlght atbtack; they reached
objective.at 0200 hours. They reported they had taken 39 FPWs. One PW
reported that the enemy had pulled out of Gladbeck, Germany. The in-
fentry 1s sending out patrols to the town abt 1230 hours. All missions
were fired by ground observers because planes were grounded. Col.
Schuster presented Bronze Star Ribbons to 7 enlisted men in Btry B.

Ko casualties or reinforcements. Ammunition expended; 2194 rounds. Weath~

- ers Cloudy, rain. "
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Hq 161 FA Bn, Action Against Enemy, Report After, 1-31 Mar 45 (cont'd)
30 March 1945

The infantry is meeting slight resistance due to small arms fire.
PW reports town of Buer defended by 40 men. The infantry captured a
self propelled gun and crew in t helr advance. The battalion closed
station at 0800 and moved at 0930, arriving at new position of Gladbeck
at 1020, and reglstering by Air OP. Col. Cunningham, G-5, visited this
CP. Col. Russey of 349th FA Bn visited the CP. Col. Doatsman ‘and Maj.
Carroll of the 134th Infantry were in FDC today. Col. Schuster pre-
gent Lt. Hation with the Bronze Star Ribbon. ©No casualties or reinforce-
ments. Ammunition expended:1932 rounds. Weather: Clear. -

31 lMarch 1945

In the early morning hours 10 rounds of artillery fd 1 in battalion
CP area. Three men were injured, two seriously, one slightly. The
infantry is making good progress. The Col. left on reconnaissance at
1055 hours; the battery commanders left at 1130. The battallon moved
at 1250 and arrived in new position at Westerholt at 1330. The bat-
talion registered by Alir QP. 2 Casualties, no reinforcements. Weath-
er: Partly cloudy. Ammunition Expended: 2586. Grand total: 126,813,

The Battle casualtles for the month of March 1940 are as follows:

Qff BN
KIA-'..'IIl'll’.".llT.til"tT
DOW..O..C'CC..‘.O".i.“o
SHEA'.'.‘-..“..DO ..l.'..,5
Sm.l'll....“'. O .‘.l‘.‘lo 3
L-W'Aoooto.o-oooo. Ocot.o-ol5 ‘ -~
Lllssisivsasassie U measias O
T A [
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Awards received by memberg of 161lst Field Artillery Battalion are
as follows: ' '
Silver Soldier's Bronze Air

___Dsc __Star Medal Star Medal
Reg QLC _ Reg OIC Reg 0OLC Rheg OLC Reg OLO
Qfficers ) , 2
Enlisted \ ‘ '
Ien = 15 L

The number of Purple Heart lledals awarded is: 12,
The number of Purple Heart (Qak Leaf Clusters) is: O.
The number of prisoners captured is: 72,

'
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During this period, the 161st Field Artillery Battallon in direct
support of the 134th Infantry, participated in the mopping up of the
last defensive pockets between the Ruhr River and the Rhine Rlver.
The 134th Infantry drove to the Rhine just opposite Wesel, reducing
"pillboxes and other fortifications placed there to defend the clty.

On 24th of March 1945, we reinforced fires of the 30th Division
Artillery, supporbted them in their rapid crossing of the Rhine; and
on the night of 25th of March, crossed the river with the 134th
Infantry and drove east for six (6) days to clear the city of Glad-
beck, and then continued on east.

The morale of the troops was excellent. During the drive after
crossing the Rhine, we fired, never less than 1500 rounds during the
night, in addition to observed and unobserved fire during the day.
The gun crews were working hard day and night and also the ammunition
sections were making long, difficult hauls day and night. When asked
if the work was too hard, or if they worked too long hours, the reply
was, "gell no"! We came over here to shoot, you can't shoot too much

for ush
HERMAN SCHUSTER

Lt Col, FA
Commanding



