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SWBJECT: Action Against Bnemy, Reporte After/After Action Reportss
TO : The Adjutant General, Washington, DeQs (Thru Channels)
+ /

1. In accardance with ltr, Hg US Amy, 15 July 1944, file 319.1/401
(¢), above subje The following report is submitted.

As the period opens the battalion is in position in the viecinity of
BEY , having occupied those positions on 26 September 1944. Due to a number Uy,
of attacks by the enemy on our front in the last daye of September our forward (M&d
elements lost some of the high ground that wae being used by our forward ob- AL
earvers for OP's. It was decided to latmeh a limited-objective attack with (A
armar and drive the enemy back beyond the towms of JALLAUCOWRT and MALATGOWRT ‘ i
to allow owr forward infantry elemente to prepare the high grownd just short
of those towns for defense. This battalion was in drect suppart of the .
134th Infantry during their part of the action and we were reinforcing the fires ™y
of the 23lst F» As Bn., of the 6th Armored Division in support of the armored
thrust« We sent a liaison officer, Lt Henderson, to the GP of the 231st Bne,
to relay calls for fire to us. Through Lt Henderson we were able to lceep our {"“'“
sitiation map up to date as to the location of our armor. This operation wae i
a very difficult one as far as the supporting artillery was concerned. Our own G™
armor was maneuvering in front of owr own infantry and was not always in close ™,
liaison with owr infantry elements, consequently, we were asked toc fire on so
called Wenemy tanks® several times by infantry observers when furthur check on
our part indicated that the tanks were a part of ow own armored attack. §
Fortunately, through excellent liaison between our fire direction center and o
‘that of the artillery in direct support of the tanks, and from the information LU
we obtained from our air observere we¥ were able to distinguish between our own :
tanka and those of the enemy, even though our own ground observers were somebimes
confused «—-The attack was successful and a number of German prisoners were takene
Qur forward observers were able Lo establish good OF's from which they could obe-
serva movemenls. of the enemy that would threaten our defensive position.

At 0700 on gnd October 1944, the air observers of several differant
artillery battalions, including the 1l27th, the 802d, and our own, reported an
assembly aree containing at least eleven "enemy® tanks just north of the town
of JALLAUCOURT. Inasmuch as that was just about the location of our own armor
on the evening before and we had not received definite word that our own armor
had all pulled out yet we hesitpted to open fire on the tanks wntil positive
identification could be mades fThe air observers were wable to identify any
markings on the tanks but felt certain that they were enemy-—however, thers was
4 soméwhat of a grownd haze yeto) While our FDQ was checking with divieion and
11} with It Henderson at the Armoréd A?‘hillery’ 0P, on the location of our own tamlics
‘oneof them opened fire on the 1p7th plane. Permission was then give to fire on
the tanks which were then positively identif'ied as being enemy. The tanks were

isabled at least temporarilys  “Fidass

o




: Reproducedfr-omtheUn—claSSIﬁedf Déi:iaséiﬁed Holdings of the National Archives

e . ST o

| ApAECLASSIRIEY =)
Aulhoilly _Z-?J‘ ¢/ ?_H; :
T TR

T T

Lt wWalker, the forwe obaergéf Frém 0 Battery report that ar uwmistakeable
German voice broke in on his-radio-channel and asked for artillery fire on a
point within ow own linese The German eXpressed extreme disgust when he was
‘not able to get his fire misgion relayed to owr fire direction center.

3d October 1944, to 7th October 1944--iothing unusual to report.
This battalion in direct support of the 134th Infantry who is defending a line.

8th Qctober 1944, the third battalion of the 137th Infantry was at-

tached to the 134th Infantry and the 134th Infantry reinforced with both tanks,

T™'s and the extra infantry battalion was tcadvance and seize the town of

FOSSIEUK and the high ground just beyond it. The attack started at daylight on

the 8th and proceeded without interruption until the objective was seized shortly
“afternoon. This batialion tried something new in the way of air observation for

this operation. (ne liaison plane with our most experienced observer was given

the misslon of close cbservation of owr advancing elements and were to pick up

and adjust fire on all machine gun nests and mortar positions that were firing

on our infentry. General swvvelillance was given to the plane of the reinforcing

battalion, the 802d Fei+.Bn., Qoupany B, of the 86 Chemical Mortar Battalion was

attached to the combat team to reinforce ow fires for this attacke L& Williams

of that unit remained at our fire direction center throughout the operatione The

alr observer who was assigned the mission of close support of the infantry ad-

justed artillery firs on several mortar and machine gun positions and after the

artillery had neutrallzed the positions, 4e2 mortars were used to keep the areas

under sparodic fire to keep them neutralized. Originally the mission of the

mortars wae to screen a portion of the attack by smoking the high ground east

of FOSSIEUL. However, due to the poor visibility that morning it was not necessary

Tor them to smoke the hill. -~ Qol Williams, of the loth Army Group Head quarters vig-

ited the battalion area this date. He personally inspected all of the gun positions.

On 9th October 1944, the enemy counter-attacked the town of FOUSIRUL
but by prompt use of the artillery defensive fires that had been prepared we were
able to repulse the attacks However, seme tanks did succeed in entering the town

-and were very active in the same block in which our WAM Battery had it's forward
OP. Lt Lierly and his enlisted crew of this forward observer party were in danger
of being captured-by the tanks several timee during the night. However , they kept
thelr radio working and were able to inform this head quartere as to the exact
location of the tanks so that TD's could be placed to intercept them, the air
observer also assisted in this mission. This close support on the part of the
air observer and the ground forward observer with the bank destroyers of the 654th
ID Battalion enabled the TD's to ambush the tanks and to knock several of them
out , dispersing the rest.

10th Cetober 1944, to 13th October 194k —--No change in sitwation--
Infentry defending line. This battelion in direct support of 134th Infantry.

On 1lith October 1944, the 134th Infantry being relieved by the 137th In-
fantrys The 134th is going into Division reserve and we are to be in direct sup-
port: of the 137th Infantry. In order to facilitate liaison between the infantry
regiment and the artillery battalion the normal direct support battalion for the
137ths the 219th F«A-Bn., sent a liaison officer to our fire direction centere.

15th October 1944, to 22nd October 1944e 1o change in situations
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On 23rd October, ]'.2“1&4, e 134th Infantry relisved the 320 Infantry
in the line and this battalion, although it remained in drect support of the
C137th Infentry, sent a lialson officer to the fire direction center of the
216th FPield Artillery Battalion to facilitate lialson with the commanders and
obeervers with the 134th Infantry--the 216th is now in direct support of the
134¢tn.

24 Oc‘tober‘, 1944, to 31 October, 1944 1o change in sitwtions

The morale of the troops is excellent and fighting efficiency
continues to improve with combat experience.

Thie battalion has suffered the following caswmlties; Four (4)
enlisted men slight wounded in action and one (1) officer non-battle injuy-

' This battalion has awarded the following number of citatione; two (2)
Silver Btars, six (6) Bronze Stars, and five (5) Oak Leaf Qlusters. All
decorations for bravery and valliant service during combat. :

Mo decisive exploits were made by this battalion dwing the month.

DOUGEAS G DWYRE

Lieutenant Coleonel, Fa
Cammand ing

5 Inclse
1 - Ammunition Report
2 = Unit Jownal
5 = 8=-2 YWork Bheet
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DAILY AMMUNITION REFCRT

Unity Jockey
Fran:' Oct. OLO600
To 3  Nove 0LOG0Q
Balance Total Balance
Date Last Expended on
Repart Recelved Expended To Date Hand
Oct 010600 - 020800 4170 0 253 Ly
020600 - 030600 3817 Dok 1252 3609
030600 - 040600 3604 0 490 (Demaged 18) 3101
040600 = 050600 3101 1034 617 3518
050600 - 080600 3518 0 243 3275
060600 = 070600 5575 0 256 3019
070600 - 080600 . 3019 800 149 3670
080600 = 090600 3670 0 €08 3062
090600 -~ 100600 3062 800 417 345
100600~ 110600 3445 0 623 2822
110600 - 120600 2822 1000 340 (Demaged 5) 3477
120600 = 130600 3477 400 222 5654
130600 = 140600 3654~ 0 11253 3401
140600 ~ 150600 3421 0 150 - 3291
150600 - 160600 2691 0 4 2887
160600 - 170600 2887 800 28 3659
170600 = 180600 5659 0 18 3641
180600 « 190600 5641 0 0 3641
190600 =~ 200600 5641 0 0 3641
200600 = 210600 3641 0 30 3611
210600 -~ 220600 “3611 Q 30 3501
220600 = 230600 3581 0 a7 3554
230600 - 240600 3554 0 5 3521
240600 = 250600 3521 9) 28 3493
250600 = 260600 3493 0 19 U474
260600 = 270600 37k o] 50 Bl
270600 -~ 280600 3444 0 12 3430
280600 = 290600 3432 0 35 3394
990600 =~ 300600 3394 0 13 3362
500280 - 310600 3302 g l% 5572
10600 = 01 Nov 3370 5 555
? 5165 ,‘
July 10, 0600
42,741

‘o Nov 1, 0600

w
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