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SUBJECT: R ep o rt o f  A c tio n  A g a in s t  th e  Enemy.

4  Ja n u a ry  45

TO A d ju ta n t  G e n e ra l ,  W ash ing ton , D.C.
(T hru  Commanding G e n e ra l , 3 5 th  I n f a n t r y  D iv is io n ,  APO #5 5 , U .S . Army)

1 . In  co m p lian ce  w ith  P a r .  10 , C -3 , A?. 5 4 5 -1 0 5 , 9  March 4 5 , th e  fo l lo w in g  r e p o r t  o f  a c t i o n  a g a in s t  th e  enemy by th e  1 3 4 th  I n f a n t r y  R egim ent d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  1 Dec. 44 to  31 Doc. 44  ic  s u b m itte d .
\2 . December 1 -  3 : The 1 3 4 th  I n f a n t r y ,  w ith  Company A, 6 5 4 th  TD 3 n . (SP) in  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t ,  in  assem b ly  In  t h s  v i c i n i t y - - /  

o f  LIXING, FRANCE, r e c e iv e d  o r d e r s  t o  move t o  ST. JEAN RORRBACH, th e  R eg im en ta l CP c lo s in g  th e r e  a t  1440, 2  December, w i th  th e  e n t i r e  Regim ent c lo s in g  i n  a t  1511- The 3 rd  Bn- r e l i e v e d  C le ­m ente o f  th e  6t h  Armored D iv is io n  In  z o n e . R e co n n a issa n c e  was 
made f o r  c r o s s in g  s i t e s  on th e  f lo o d - s w o l le n  MQD5R3ACH RIVER.The o r d e r  f o r  th e  Regim ent t o  a t t a c k  N o r th e a s t  on  4  Decem ber was 
i s s u e d .  The R eg im en ta l Commander was aw arded  th e  L eg ion  o f M e rit  by th e  Commanding G e n e ra l , 3 5 th  I n f a n t r y  D iv is io n *

December 4 - 7 :  The 1 s t  and 2 n d  B ns. a t t a c k e d  a c ro s s  th e  MODERBACH RIVER, making th e  c r o s s in g  in  fa c e  o f  l i g h t  enemy 
o p p o s i t io n ,  a p p a r e n t ly  e f f e c t i n g  co m p le te  s u r p r i s e .  The town o f  PUTTELANGE was c a p tu re d  w ith  v e ry  few  c a s u a l t i e s *  One enemy ta n k  was d e s tro y e d  by Company A, w h ile  th e  161b t  FA Bn. r e p o r te d  th r e e  (3 )  enemy A r t i l l e r y  B a t t e r i e s  d e s t ro y e d -  The ad v ance  to  
t h e  N o r th e a s t  c o n tin u e d , and  th e  3 rd  B n ., i n  r e s e r v e ,  wae moved t o  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f PUTTSLANGE, N o r th e a s t  o f  w hich  tow n th e y  d e s ­
t r o y e d  a  P a n th e r  t a n k .  The R eg im en ta l Commander f i r e d  t h e  f i r s t  s h o t  i n to  Germany from  th e  3 5 th  D iv is io n  A r t i l l e r y .  The gun crew 
was th e  3 rd  S e c t io n , B a t te r y  3 , I2 7 tb  FA Bn. (155 mm h o w i tz e r s ) .
A r e c o r d in g  f o r  r a d io  b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  N ebraska s t a t i o n s  w as made by a  g roup  o f  e n l i s t e d  men o f  t h i s  R eg im ent, s e n d in g  C h ris tm as  g r e e t i n g s  to  th e  home f r o n t .  The towns o f  ERNSTVILLER, GREEN­HOUSE an d  HE C KE NRAN SB AC H w ere c le a r e d  o f  th e  enemy an d  o c c u p ie d .A t 1900 , Company A, 7 3 7 th  Tank Bn. was a t ta c h e d  t o  th e  Regim ent f o r  f u r t h e r  o p e r a t io n s .  139 P r i s o n e r s  o f  War w ere ta k e n  on 4 D ecem ber, and one Treadway and  one B a ile y  b r id g e  w ere co m p le ted  a c r o s s  th e  MODERDACH RIVER by s u p p o r t in g  E n g in e e r s .  December 5 ,  th e  R egim ent c o n tin u e d  t o  advance t o  th e  N o r th e a s t .  The 2nd 
3 n . re a c h e d  th e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  SARR5GUSMIMES, w h ile  th e  1s t  ajid- 3 rd  Bns* pushed  t o  th e  w e s t b ank  o f  t h e  SAAR RIVER, c l e a r i r ^ y ^  $
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REPORT OF ACT I-/.. *  GAINST THE ENEMY ( 'C o n t'd /

t h a t  a r e a  o f  enemy and i n s t i t u t i n g  re c o n n a is s a n c e  f o r  c r o s s in g  s i t e s .  In  B p ite  o f  heavy m o r ta r  and  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  b o th  d i r e c t  
and  o b s e rv e d , d u r in g  th e  d a y , th e  tow ns o f  W0U3TVILLER, ROTH, NEUFGRANGE, th e  FORET SARREGUEKIKES, and  th e  w e s te rn  ed g e  o f  SARREGUEMINES were s e iz e d  and  c le a r e d  o f  th o  enem y. P r i s o n e r  of w ar i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  d isc lo B e d  t h a t  th e  enemy o p p o s in g  th e  Regim ent 
was from  th e  7>8th S3 P a n z e r  R egim ent and  E n g in e e rs  from  th o  1 7 th  3S D iv is io n ,  At 1115, 5 Decem ber, t h e  R eg im en ta l CP d i s p l a c e d  to  PUTTFLANGE, "c" B a t te r y ,  l 6 l e t  FA B n ., (CT 134 A r t i l l e r y )  f i r e d
in to  G erm any.- At 1534, 5 Decem ber, an  a r t i l l e r y  o b s e r v e r  r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  enemy was b lo w in g  th o  b r id g e s  a c r o s s  th e  SAAR RIVER. At 
1630 , th e  f i r s t  CT A r t i l l e r y  s a lv o  was f i r e d  i n t o  Germany by th o  c o o rd in a te d  guns o f  A n ti-T an k  Company, Cannon Company, an d  t h e _ 1 6 1 s t  FA Bn.,- w ith  o b s e rv e r s  r e D o r t ln g  e f f e c t i v e  r e s u l t s .  On 6 D ecem ber, re c o n n a is s a n c e  was c o n tin u e d  f o r  c r o s s in g  s i t e s , - a n d  th e  
tow ns o f  REHELFIMG and WEST 3ARRSGUEKINE3 w ere c l e a r e d  o f  th e  e n ­emy. On 7  December, th e  CP moved to  NEUFGRANGE. D uring  t h i s  o p e r ­a t i o n ,  P r i s o n e r s  o f  War w ere ta k e n  from  th e  Group Lehmann, th e  p r i s o n e r s  s ta t in g , t h a t  th e y  w ere in  th e  German Navy u n t i l  a  month 
ag o .

December 3 - 1 1 :  The 1s t  Bn. l e d  t h e  c r o s s in g  o f  th e  3AAR RTVER on th e  r u i n s  o f  a  R a ilro a d  b r id g e ,  and  th e  R eg im en t was co m p le te ly  a c r o s s  by 0655 . I n  c l e a r i n g  th e  E a a t  b ank  o f  th e  SAAR 
RIVER and  th e  tow n o f  SARREINSKING, s tu b b o rn  enemy r e s i s t a n c e  o f a l l  ty p e s  was e n c o u n te re d . At 1130 , an  enemy c o u n te r a t t a c k  w ith  
ta n k s  was lau n ch ed  on th e  l e f t  f l a n k  o f  th e  2nd B n ., b u t  i t  was b ro k en  up by in te n s e  and  a c c u r a te  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  H aving  ex ten d ed  
th e  b r id g e h e a d , a  Treadway b r id g e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  REMELFING and  a  B a ile y  b r id g e  a t  SARREINSKING w ere u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e s p i te  I n te n s e  and  a c c u r a te  enemy a r t i l l e r y  and  m o rta r  f i r e 0 H i l l  271 was se c u re d  on 9 Decem ber, and  th e  woods N o r th e a s t  o f  t h e  In san e  Asylum a t  STEINBACH was c l e a r e d  and  th e  b r id g e h e a d  ex p a n d e d . The 
C la s s  40  B a ile y  b r id g e  was co m p le te d  a t  SARREINSKING. D u rin g  th e  n i g h t ,  8 -9  Decem ber, a  6-m an p a t r o l  from  th e  2nd B n. who r e q u e s te d  in f o r m a t io n  from  a c i v i l i a n  was lead - I n to  a  t r a p ,  l o s in g  one man f o r  24  h o u r s .  The l a s t  man r e tu r n e d  w ith  one ( l )  P r i s o n e r  o f  War. The R egim ent c o n tin u e d  t o  a t t a c k  in  .z o n e , 9 D ecem ber, an d  by n ig h t ­f a l l  had  se c u re d  t h e  h ig h  g ro u n d  o v e r lo o k in g  th e  BLISS RIVER, and e le m e n ts  had  re a c h e d  th e  tow n o f FOLPSRSVILLSR. The 2n d  Bn, was h e a v i ly  engaged  i n  c l e a r i n g  D3 GROSS WALD. By 10 D ecem ber, su p p ­o r t i n g  T D 's had c ro s s e d  th e  SAAR RIVER. On 11 D ecem ber, th e  R eg i­
m e n ta l CP d is p la c e d  to  SARREINSMING• The f i r s t  f u r lo u g h  group  to  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  l e f t  f o r  th e  R ep lacem en t D ep o t. D u rin g  11 
D ecem ber, th e  1 s t  and 3 rd  3 n s . c o n tin u e d  a d v a n c in g  i n  zone, w h ile  th e  2nd Bn. moved to  assem bly  i n  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  BLIE5 EbERSING.

December 12 -  15*. A t 0500 , 12 Decem ber, th e  1 s t  Bn. 
commenced c r o s s in g  th e  3L13S RIVER, w ith  B ana C Com panies e n t e r ­in g  th e  tow n o f  HA3KIRCHEN, GERMANY. T h is  was th e  f i r s t  a c t u a l  o c c u p a tio n  o f  German s o i l  by  more th a n  p a t r o l s  w i th in  t h i s  C orps.
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-REPORT OF ACi AC-AI 5T THE ENEMY (O ont
WB” and  "C" Com panies h e ld  t h i s  b r id g e h e a d  a lo n e  f o r  48  h o u rs  a g a in s t  t h e  r e s e a te d  c o u n te r a t t a c k s  o f  o v e r  3 0 0  S3 t r o o p s  and t a n k s .  D uring  t h i s  p e r io d ,  th e  two com pan ies s u f f e r e d  h ig h  
c a s u a l t i e s ,  In c lu d in g  th e  Company Commander and  a l l  o f f i c e r s  b u t one o f  3 Company0 The Company Commander o f  C o rg a n iz e d  and  r e ­o rg a n iz e d  and  made one o f  th e  m ost d ra m a tic  d e fe n s e s  o f  a  b r id g e ­head  i n  th e  a n n a ls  o f  th e  cam paign . On 13 Decem ber, t h e  2nd 3n. c r o s s e d  th e  3LIES RIVER and  s e iz e d  H i l l  307 w h ile  th e  1 s t  and 3 r d ,  who wcro a b le  t o  r e i n f o r c e  th e  rem n an ts  o f  Com panies 3  and C a f t e r  t h e i r  b r i l l i a n t  s t a n d ,  c o n tin u e d  to  mop up HABKIRCHEN, r e c e iv in g  heavy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  On 14 December, a  C la s s  40 B a ile y  b r id g e  was c o n s t r u c te d  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  A ll  u n i t s  were u n d e r  c o n tin u o u s  heavy  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .

December 15 -  18 : On 15 Decem ber, th e  1 s t  B n . r e o rg a n ­iz e d  na R eg im en ta l r e s e r v e  a t  HABKIRCFEN, w h ile  th e  3 rd  Bn, moved 
to  woods t o  s u p p o r t  th e  2nd Dn. w hich c o n tin u e d  th ro u g h  BANNHOLZ W00D3, e n c o u n te r in g  heavy a r t i l l e r y ,  m o r ta r  f i r e  and d u g - in  enemy p o s i t i o n s .  D uring  t h i s  o p e r a t io n ,  th e  m ain enemy o p p o s i t io n  en ­
c o u n te re d  was from  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  1 7 th  3S D iv is io n *  ( r e i n f o r c e d ) .On 16 D ecem ber, th e  2nd Bn. was a t t a c h e d  to  th e  1 3 7 tb  I n f a n t r y  R egim ent f o r  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  th e  o p e r a t io n  t o  c l e a r  HAICNHOLZ WOODS, in  c o o r d in a t io n  w ith  3 rd  B n ., 3 t l l i  u n d e r  R eg im en ta l c o n t r o l .  The R eg im en ta l CP d is p la c e d  to  FOLPERSVILLER. The l 6 l a t  FA Bn. 
d i s p la c e d  t o  p o s i t i o n s  in  HABKIRCHEN and was t h e  f i r s t  o f  th e  D iv is io n  A r t i l l e r y  in  p o s i t i o n  i n  Germ any. On 17 D ecem ber, th e  3 r d  B n. was r e l i e v e d  by th e  1 s t  B n ., 1 3 7 th  I n f a n t r y ,  an d  assem b led  
i n  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  FOLPERSV ILLL’R. A d e f i n i t e l y  needed  t r a i n i n g  p ro g ram  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  th e  R eg im en tal t r a i n  a r e a  f o r  r e p la c e ­m e n ts . On 18 December, th e  2nd Bn. ( a t t a c h e d  to  th e  1 3 7 th  I n f a n t r y )  
was r e l i e v e d  by th e  l 3t  B n ., 1 3 4 th  I n f a n t r y ,  and  a sse m b le d  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  HABKIRCHEi'l f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th e  b r id g e  in  t h a t  lo c a ­
t i o n .  The 2nd Bn. was r e l i e v e d  o f  a t ta c h m e n t to  th e  1 3 7 th  I n f a n t r y ,  an d  th e  1 s t  E n . a t ta c h e d  to  th e  1 3 7 th  I n f a n t r y .

December 19 -  20 : An enemy c o u n t s r a t t a c k  o v e r r a n  th e  fo rw a rd  p o s i t i o n s  o f  th e  1 s t  Bn. The p e n e t r a t i o n  was c o n ta in e d  from  new p o s i t i o n s  N orth  o f  REINKJIM. The l e t  Bn. was r e l i e v e d  
from  th e  137tV I n f a n t r y  and a t ta c h e d  t o  t h e  3 2 0 th  I n f a n t r y .  The 2nd B n ., a t ta c h e d  t o  th e  1 3 7 th  I n f a n t r y ,  was a l e r t e d  t o  r e in f o r c e  t h e  1 s t  B n .;  how ever, t h e i r  em ploym ent was n o t  n e c e s s i t a t e d .

December 2 1 - 2 3 !  The 3 2 4 th  I n f a n t r y ,  4 4 th  D iv is io n ,  r e l i e v e d  th e  1 s t  and 2nd E n s . ,  and CT 134 ( l e s s  A r t i l l e r y )  moved t o  assem b ly  i n  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  ERITS 7 7LL ~R, from  w here th e y  moved 
by m o to r t o  METZ, c lo s in g  a t  th e  CASEPCIS ROQUE, 1300 , 23 December.

Decem ber 24 -  25•* The R eg im ent co n d u c te d  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  o f  re p la c e m e n ts  an d  o b se rv ed  th e  C h ris tm as  h o l id a y .
December 2 6 - 2 3 :  CT moved to  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  METZERT, 3ELGTJK, by m o to r , where th e y  r e g a in e d  a s  D iv is io n  r e s e r v e ,  moving 

t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  WAEiJACH on 27 D ecem ber. On 23 D ecem ber, th e  3 r d  Bn. r e l i e v e d  th e  1st. B n ., 3 1 3 th  I n f a n t r y .
D ecer.ber 29 -  3 1 : The Rogim ent a t t a c k e d  In  a  column o f  B ns. w ith  th e  3 rd  l e a d in g ,  fo llo w e d  by th e  1 s t  and  2n d . The



RETFORD o f  ACTIO- A lf lS f  THE SNEfci (C o r t t 'd
1 s t  Bn, b y passed , th e  3 rd  B n . when i t  becam e in v o lv e d  a t  LUTREBOIS. The 1 s t  B n. ad v a n c ed  t o  MAKVIS, m aking c o n t a c t  w i th  e le m e n ts  o f  
t h e  101 a t  A irb o rn e  D iv is io n  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  The 2n d  B n . moved to  f i l l  th e  gap  b e tw e e n  3 rd  3 n . ,  1 3 4 th  I n f a n t r y ,  an d  3 r d  E n . , 1 3 7 th  
I n f a n t r y .  A heavy  c o u n t e r a t t a c k  from  th e  h ig h  g ro u n d  a n d  th e  woods N o r th e a s t  o f  LUTREBOIS w as r e c e i v e d .  Enemy i n f i l t r a t i o n  
th ro u g h  t h e  g a p s  in  t h e  w ide f r o n t  o c c u p ie d  by t h e  R eg im en t p e n e ­t r a t e d  t o  w i th in  4 0 0  y a r d s  o f  t h e  ARLON-BASTOGNE H ighw ay, b u t  
d id  n o t  su c c e e d  i n  c u t t i n g  t h a t  r o u t e .  T hrough  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  OCA, 4 th  Armored D iv i s io n ,  t h e  onemy a t t a c k  wao c o n t a i n e d .  H ow ever, t h e  enemy c o n t in u e d  t o  c o u n t e r a t t a c k  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  3 0 th  
and  3 1 s t  o f  Decem ber w ith  s t r o n g  I n f a n t r y  f o r c e s  s u p p o r te d  by l a r g e  nu m b ers o f  t a n k s .  The 5 t h  P a r a  t r o o p  D iv i s io n ,  t h e  1 6 '7 th  
V olks G r e n a d ie r  D iv is io n  an d  th e  1 s t  S3 P a n z e r  D iv i s io n  (A d o lp h  H i t l e r  D iv i s io n )  w ere i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  A t l e a s t  
25 ta n k s  and  l a r g e  num bers o f  p e r s o n n e l  w ere d e s t r o y e d  by t h e  com bined  a c t i o n  o f  GCA, 4 th  A rm ored D iv i s io n ,  f i g h t e r  bo m b ers and

- 0T 1 3 4 .
3 .  D u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  th e  f o l lo w in g  c a s u a l t i e s  w ere 

r e c e iv e d ^ KIA -  -  BA 
WTA -  -  673 
MIA - - 305567 P r i s o n e r s  o f  War w ere  c a p tu r e d  d u r in g  t h e  o e r l o d .

I n c l  -  3
T n cl HI -  n n l t  J o u r n a l
T n c l 2 -  5 -3  S i t u a t i o n  R e p o r tT ncl 43 -  5 -2  P e r io d ic  l e p o r t


