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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 320TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
{35TH INPANTRY DIVISION) IN THE BATTLE OF ST-10, FRANCE
9 JULY = 19 JULY 1944, (NORMANDY OAMPAIGN)
(Personel Experience of a Battalion Executive Officer)
- INTRODUOTION

This monegraph covers the operations of the 320th Infantry Regiment,
%5th U.8., Division in the baitle of St-Le, France, 9 July = 19 July‘1944.

Since this is a historical account of the actions of one of the mary
First Army units that fought their way across the hedgerows of Normandy
in the battle of St-lo, it will be necessary to give ths reader the "big
picture” of the battle in order that he msy better understend and appre-

clate this account of the operations of the 320tk Infantry.

| With the egpture of Cherbourg on 26 June any hopes that the Germans
had for pushing the Allies back into the sea,faded. Field Marshall
Rommel, in comﬁanﬂ of the German Army in Normandy, as records show, was
convineed that with Cherbourg in our hands elimination of the beachhead
was no longer poesible, (1) The First U,8. Army bad accomplished its
migslion, it had secured a lodgement area on the continent from which
further offignsive opsrations could be developed, (2)

At the end of June Ritler decided that the present positions of the
German Seventh Army were to be held, at all cost,and any breakthfough
prevented by tenacious defense and local sounterattacke., An Allied attack
was expected along the entire front. (3) (Map 4)

Hitler's expectation,based on an estimete of the situation by the
German Army's High Gommand!waa correct,for with the lodgement ares now
secure, preparations were being made to carry out General Eisenhower's
plans for eruption from the lodgement gone, Fresh troops, new units and

supplies were hrqught in acroes the beaches, Bub the lodgement

(1) A-3,p. 32; (2) A2, p. 126; (3) A-l, p. Te



erea was ingufficient in size to comtain the build-up of the powerful
atriking force to effect a breakthrough, Lla;: the terrain sou‘f:.h’ of the
First Army's lines was unfavorable for maneuver, and every feature of
the terrain favored. the enemy, an enemy who had skillfully orgenized
that terrain to his utmost advantage. Even the weather was against the
First Arm;.“ Thus the stege was set for a most difficult and bloddy
phase of the Campaign of Normandy: the "Battle of the Hedgerowe" during
the Pirst three weeks of July 1944, (4)

.PRE;LUDE TO THE - "BATTLE OF THE HEDGERONS"

fn July 44 the Pirst U,S. Army's front (Map A) of 25 miles ex-
tended notthwest from Csumont on the left (east) to Caremtan, and from
Carentan west scross the Cherbourg peninsula to the Atlantic. Four
Corps, V¥, XiX, Vil, and V111, totelling twelve divisions were polsed
for the attack against the Germen Seventh Army. |

The objectives of‘ Lt. General Bradley's First U.8. Army were:

'1. Tqéeize the high ground along the Oontances,
8t. Gillis and 8%. 1o road,
2. To capture St. Lo end the high ground to the eest.

The Pirst Army was in dire need of more elbow room) lateral road
nets leading southward to launch e grest breskthrough effort to the
“south, The plens for Operstion ®Qobra®, the breakthrough effort, had
already been made, | The "Battle of the Hedgerows" was only a preliminary
to the main effort,

The high ground along the Ooutances-St. Lo road would provide the
First Army with ground thst could be used £or*?i:nnp-off on'attack into
country that was favorable for tank Iopera‘t.ions and -t.ac’bicalr maneuver.
Furthermore 1t brought them nearer 4o the exit from the Boea.g?é sountry, .
beyond whioh lie the flat plains stretching east toward the Seine River

and south toward the Loire River. (5)

(4) A~ly P, 2, (5) A=l, Ds 2,



A map shows that 3t. Lo's military importence is derived from
being a hub of main roads that lead in every direction of the Bocage
country. This road net provided the Germans with goed comnections east
or west of the Vire River. The German Seventh Army reslized that this
communication center was the keystone of its defenﬁe of ite sector and
asaigned the 11IParachn$§.Oorps, consieting of elements of the 3rd
Paracﬁute Division, elementes of four other regiments and e weak batile
group remmant of the 352nd Diviaion, £o defend the sector, (6)

These same roads enimating out off or leading imto St. Lo were
needed by the Firet Army to provide communications within ite own sector
and for the breakthrough which was to be moumted.

© The ettack was to begin on the right then widened progressivly
eagiward with each corps attacking on Army Order, The whole line was
to pivot on ¥ Gorps,focif{fw left. (7)

On 3 July Maj. General Troy H. Middleton's V11l Oorps opemed the
attack with its thrae_ divisions abraa.st.. The'corpa was stopped by
heavy enemy reaiéta.me along the line le Plessis-Mont Castre Forest-
la Haye-du-Puits after three days of fighting fhe ememy cowrtersttacks,
with armor, showed his intemtions of holding at all cost. (8)

On 4 July Maj. General J. Lawton Collins V1l Corps opened its drive
along the Carenton - Periers road. Its atback by the untried 83rd Infan-
try Division was confined along the road, on a front of about three
milees, by the Taute River bottomlands and the swamps of Seves River,
(Prairies Marecageuses) Three days of heavy fighting had nétted * little
more than 2,000 yerds. The Germens had organized in great dep‘hhlths
parrow sirip of land along the roed. (9) |

The X1X Corps, Maj. Generﬁ.l Charles H. Corlett commn&ing,‘ leunch~
ed its attack on 7 July toward its objective: the high ground east and

(6) &=1, p.5; (7) A-1, p. 2; (8) A~1 p. 4; (9) A-1, p. 5.



west of St. Lo. At this time the Corps had two divieions in line, the
30@& and 29th:”g;ijérd Armored Division in reserve, ‘the 35th Infantry
Division on its way fram the beaches wes to reinforce the attack. In
order to straighten out the Oorps lins, the 30th Infantry Division was
comiﬁ:.ad on the west of the Vire Riﬁ'ar. The 30th erossed the Taute~
Vire Canal end the swamps and marshland in the vicinﬁ.-.by s and continued
the attack across typical hedgerow terrain and by the end of § July had
reached le Desert. OCombet Gomand' BB, 3rd &morad Division in Corps
Regerve was committed on & July for an immediate attack in direction of
St. Gilles west of St. Lo, through the zone of the 30th Division., The
next day e near breekthrough by an Enginser Battalion of the 2nd 8.8.
Panzer Division supported by infantry wae stopped with the aid of heavy
_artillery fire. By 10 July the 5o£h Division held the line ruming from
about 200 yards north of Pont~Hebert on the Vire River west to le Desert.
The advance south along the Vire River toward Pont-Heberi was slowed.
considerably by enemy fire from across the Vire River. The dangerous
salient south of le Meauffe wes e constent threat to Maj. General Hobbﬁ'
left flank, (10)

The First Army's attack east of the Vire River against 8t. Lo was
to be delivered om a 10 mile front, with the 29th Division, making the
main effort along the St, 1o ~ Bayeux hig}uay and them at 3t. Lo iteelf.
The 35th Division was to push south in ite zone between the Vire River
end the Isigny - St. Lo higlway, and take the north bank of ths Vire
River in the elbow just nortlwest of 5t. Lo. This advance was also to
protecf the left flank of the 30th Divieion in ite drive to the west of
the Vire. The 2nd Division of V Oorps wes to capture the dominating
observation polnt, Hill 192, east of St. lo. The attack wes scheduled

(10) A~1, p. 9=36.



for 9 July but was postponed umtil 11 July to allow the 35th Division,
who had taken over the defensive poaiti.on held by the 29th Division
botween la Meauffe and Villiers-Fossard, one day ‘to orient itself on
the terrsin. (See Map "A") (11)

THE 55th TNFANTRY DIVISION ENTERS THE COMBAT ZONE

The 3%th Infantry Divieion, commended by Major General Paul W, Baade,
landed et Ousha Beach during the period of 5-7 July. The division moved
t0 a concemtration area two miles west of Colombieres. During the night:
of 6-10 July, the division moved from its assembly ares imto its sector
east of the Vire River, deneresl Baade issued Field Order number 2, 9 July,
ordering the 13ith Infantry, 137th Infantry, and the 320th Infambry to
emter the battle positions relisving elememts of the 29th end 30th Infantry
Divisions. (Map B) The 134th Infentry relieved the 2nd Battalion 120th
Infentry Regiment, 30th Division and reverted to corps reserve. (12)

The 29th Division had assaulted the beaches on D Day, & June 44 and
had fought its way inland to its presemt position, about 3 miles north
of St. Lo, Here the 29th was foroced by sheer exaustion and a lack of
replacements, to take up a defense position which it held umtil relieved
by the 35th Divieion. (13) The 115th Infeniry, 29th Divislon remained
in position on the left flank of the 35th,

The relief by the 35th was accomplished without the benefit of any
recornalgsance beforehand. No unit was permitted to send a'racomaiaeance
party forward to comtact the unite being relieved and to recommoiter its
zone by daylight, (14) |

The 35th Divipicn entered the fronmt lines on the night of 9-10 July
44, an untried bub well trained division, well trained in everything but:
"hedgerow" warfare. The morale of the wnit and men wes high, end they
were ready for the batile test. (15)

(11) A=1,p. 51; (12) A-l, Ohapter 111; (13) Statement of Colonel Bernard
A. Byrne, then Regimental Commander of 320th Infantry, on 14 January 48,

(14) Statement of Oolonel B.A. Byrme, then Regimemtal Oommander of 520th
Infantry, on 14 January 48 (15) A~5; p.1; Personal knowledge. '



The 35th Infantry Division, National Guard, was ordered into Federal
Service in December 1940, Tts units of the Nebrasks, Kansas and Missouri
Nationel Guard assembled at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, in January, 1941,
for training., After participating in the Loulsiana Msneuvers of that
year, the division toék over the defense of the Southern California
Sector of the Western Defense Commend. Early in 3.915, the units of the
now trisngularized division, assembled at Camp Sen lLuis Obispo, California
for further treining end reorganization., Here the 320th Infantry Regiment
wag activated and assigned to the 35th. (16) |

The entirs division moved to Camp Rucker, Alebame in April 1943.
After months of rigorous and thorough iraining on the combat ranges and |
battle courses, the unit was considered sufficiemtly trained to participate
in the Tennessee Maneuvers, Noverber 43 - January 44, After two months
of training in realistic combat, problems, the division was welded into
an efficient combat team, :ﬁ'b moved 4o Camp Butner, North Gafolina. for itas
final polishing., Combat teams lﬁltth and 137th went to West Virginia to
teke mountain training. BEarly in May 4% the 35th Division was declared
' ready for combat a.nd salled for England., During lts stay in Englend, the
divieion received no training in hedgerow wgrfere although higher headw
.quartara was well aware that the division would soon be committed in the
hedgerow country of Normandy. (17)

THE REGIMENTAL SITUATION

The 320th Infantry Regiment, 35th Infanmtry Division left its bivouac
area in the vicinity of Bricqueville, France, headed toward the front on
the morning of 9 July 4%4. (18) Late that evening just at dusk, sbout
2300 hours, the regiment arrived in an assembly area south of 8t. Claire
sur-L'Ella. (Map A) Concurrantly with the movement of the main body of
,'t.roope‘: s & quartering party left the regimwent to reeonmitez_' rautes.
to the assembly ares and to the rear of the positions held by the 29th

(16) A-4; (17) Statement by Colonel Bermard A. Byrms, then Regimental
Commander, 320th Infentry, on January 48; {18) A4-5, p. 1.




I?ivision, During the daylight hours of 10 July the regiment moved into
position in rear of the line proparatory to occuping their positions

under cover of darkness, Units were not permitted by the dmé.ing
officer of the 29%h Diviaion to send personnel Porwerd to reconnoiter

the battle positions during daylight. The;.reason given for this reatriction
was that the area was under observation and the presence of reconnoitering
parties would bring German morter end artillery fire on the position., (19)

The 320th relieved the 175th Infamtry and the 29th Recomnaiesance
Troop: , 29th Division at approximetely OUOO hours, 10 July 4%, and
occupied the position extending generally along an "L® shaped line from
the vicinity of la Nicollerie on the esst to the vicinity of Mon Blanshe,
just north of le Oarillon on the west (Map B). The lst and 2nd Battalions
moved into position, the lst on the right (wesi). The 3rd Battalion,
less 3rd Platoon, Compamy M (Morters), was placed in reserve. The mortar
platoon of Gompany M moved in'bo position -to reinforee the fire of Company
H for the attack %o be launched at 0600 hours the following morning,

The men of the two battalions took over the prepared positions of
the 29th Division, but since the 29th was occupying an extended frontage
with a reduced force, many of the men had to dig in upon arrival, Conse-
quently the 88 mm artillery and morter fire which greeted the newly
arrived units inflicted many casaulties. The Germans evidently knew that
the 320th Infantry had moved into position for they shouted across the
lines to tell the newly arrived men that they were facing & hopeless
task. The heavy shelling comtinued throughout the day., Evidently the

Germans were trying to break the moral of the green and wtried men
of the 320th,

During the time that the 5rd Platoon of Company M was prepa.r?.ng '

(19) Statement of Golonel ‘B.A. Byrne,( then Regimental Commender, 320th
Infentry, on 14 January &8, ) -



its morter pogitione an in;tenze concentration of moritsr and srtillery
fire was plsced won it, followed by a limited attack by & strong combat
patrol. Howewver the platoon had carefully provided for its own local
security end the patrol was beaten off. One section of mortars was ren-
dered wholly ineffective by this attack but wes reorga.ni#ed. later that day.(20)
Orders were issued that radios would not be used in the area until |
~ordered otherwise, 'i'he besis for this imposed radio silence was that
XXX Corps Intellegence had reason to believe that the Germans had elaeﬁoﬁc
radio locator equipment which they had carried back from the coazstal
defensea., This impbsed radio silence comtributed 4o the feilure of the
firast atteck the foliowing day. The assumption that the enemy to our fromt
had these radic locators was emtirely famtestic. (21) The Germans merely
had excellent observation and upon spotting a radio would bring observed
ire down upon it. This is evidently why the men of the 175th Infentry
told us not 4o use radios, These rumors and wnfoundsd beliefs were very
demoralizing to our rgdio operators and seriously impeded the efficiency
of the regimental and battalion communications for days. dolonel Byrne
- ordered the use of radios after the first attack. Also the men were %old
by the members of 175th Infantry that as long as they didn't fire at the
Germans the Germans wouldn't fire at them, This factor wes detrimental
to the morale of the men for they of course wamnted to let mali enough
alone and were reluctant to fire. Rumors have an adverse effeot on troops
and must be curtailed. The troops must be constently oriented and informed.
The 55'bh Division was to take part in a coordinated attack to be
lawnched by sll three divisioms, 35th, 29th, 30th, of X1X Corps at 110600
July. The objectiverfor the Division was the high ground along the north
bank of the Vire River between St. Lo and the bend in the river (Map B).
Gensral Baade planmned the attack with two regiments abréast; the320th on

(20) statement by Captain Victor English, then commanding M Oompany,
on 14 January 48; (21) Stetement by Colomel B.A. Byrme, on 14 January 48,




the left was to exeocute a difficult lwheel in the course of attacking
the German main line of resistence., This tactical problem and the
terrain, the hedgerows, were to complicate the first days of battle
for the 320th Infantry, The 520th was to learn the hard wey }:'m its
opening battle /bha‘t. hedgerow terrain demended tactical eskill and know=
how which they,as green troops, did not possess.

ANALYSIS OF THE TZRRAIN AND THE GERMAN DEFENSE

The most .dominating terrain feature in the zone of operations of
the 320th is a large flat topped hill or plateau extending aouth to St=Lo
and the Vire River, (Map B} Thie high groumd, 125 ﬁetera at the highest
point, geve the Germans an excellent point of vantage from which they
had excellemt observation of the 320th area. Hill 108, on the northern
nose, was the only high ground in the hands of the 320th. It ie a gentle
rolling couniry, with mumerous orchards and trees and three small northe
south streams , two of which flank the regimental sector, The streams
are obstacles to vehicles but the stream beds serve as excellent avenmuss
of approach into our position, _

One secondary two way road cuts tﬁrcugh the zone from the north to the
south, All other roads or farm trails are narrow defiles lined on both
8idea by hedgerows., The enemy has several favorable road neta.

Generally the country is & succession of farm fislds hounded by
ditches,amall trees and hedgercws, An serial photo showing terrain end
hedgerow cheracteristics of Normendy with the caption="Birdwan's View of Hell%=
very smply describes the terrain in the area of operstions of 'bhe 320th
Infantry. The farm lands are cut intc mumerous small fields, approxinately
75 by 100 yarde, by hedgerows, The hedgerows are grass covered mounds
of dirt and stone ranging in height from three to five feet, and varying

in width at the base from four to six feet. The rcots of the trees and
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Vhedges that grow on top of most of them spread ‘end intertwine throughe-
out the hedgerow and bind it togeﬁler into a formidable well. The

hedges are high enough to give excellent concealment and routes of approach.
The hedgerowe form a wall completely around the fields. The entire erea
is compartmented by these hedgerows, These small closed fielde and
orchards are arranged in a helter-skelier manner and not cormer %o corner
like the squares on & checkerboard. They follow no set pattern as to
size or shape., Hedgerows border the roads end paths, which are barely
wide enough for a vehicle to use these numerous compartments covering
the lsndscape favor V'bhe defense. This terrain dissolved the fighting
into & series of little skirmishes by squads or platoons which made
ccordination and control extremely difficult and denied the 320th the

use of its greatest assest = FIRE POWER. (22)

The enemy organized ﬁame of the fields inmto ptrongpoints which he
would defend until forced back, and then fall back wnseen to snother
Previously prepared field. Their living quarters, practically bombproof,
were dug down deep into and underneath the hedgerows with an overhead
covering of lumber, logs, or tin piled high with brush and dirt. He
wes protected against enything but a direct hit by ertillery or mortar
fire. Near this position he dug a battle position which he menned when
the artillery or morter fire ceased, The German, a past master at camoue
flage, was further aided by the concealment afforded by the hedges and
treos. To quote Julius Caesar who had written of this type of hedgerow,
"They present a fortificat:.on like a wall through which i‘b is not only _
imposa:.ble to enter but even to penetrate with the eye"'/A. aqu;é&t;r-
less could deferd a field against a superior force.

The pattern of defense encountered was: a machine gun placed at each

of the Porward corners of the field to deliver murderous crose.fire egainst

(22) Personal kmowledge.




the attacker coming across the field, Guns were alao sighted to fire
down perpendicular hedgerows approaching the position, The machine guns
were well concealed and dug~in and were difficult to locete or to knocke-
out. The machine gun fire forced the attacker to seek cover behind a
hedgeréw whichk the h'étxbs raked with pre-plamned mortar fire or fire
directed by observers in trees,

The enemy had organized this natural defensive terrain to the utmost
advantage. The position was organized in depth, in contrast to the
strong linear defense without which he had employed during the retreat
from the beaches. The enemy had severasl weeks %o prepare these positions.

On the nose of a hill south of la Meauffe, between le Carillon and
la Mare the enemy organized a deliberate defemse in depth which the G-2,
X1X Qorps later called the "school solubion" to the problem of stopping
the advance toward 8t. lLo. (23) This strongly orgenized position cover-
ing an area approﬁlmataly 1000 yards by 1000 yards, served ae a base for
patrols, outposts and emall groups that harassed the troops of the 35th
Division, Both Régimezrbs,ﬁaﬂ'bh and 137th, of the Division also suffered
severe losses from the fires of Mth weap@, mortars, and artillery
from this position, Unfortunately for the 35th about one~third of the
strong points was in the zons of the 320th e.nd. the remainder in the 157th's
zone, This position was never takem until the German battalion withdrew “
when the lept flank of the German line was pushed back.

The enm- force in fromt of the 35th Division was 'bhe 552!16 Infantry
Division, Bat.tle groups of tha 266%h and 3535rd Divi.siona were included
under its command, (24) The tactical order of battle of the 55221& was}
Battle Group 352 on the left, Battle Group 266 in the center, and Battle

Group 352 on the right oppossing the 320th Infantry. 5""”“{4’5 ],”

(23) A6, a-1, p. 84
(24) &-1, p. 70,
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The 552nd Division had been stationed nesr St. Lo in January 19443 {25)
They had msneuvered in this area and prepax_'ed many of the poeitions -
which they were now ocoupying at that time. The division was conducting
maneuver excersises near Omahe Beach when the Allies struck. It had been
badly mauled by the 29th and 2nd U.S, Infasttry Divisions end had been
pushed back to its present position by the 29th Division,

THE ATTACK

Golonel Bernerd A, Byrme, commanding the 320th, issusd the atteck
order at 1800 bours on 10 July. The regiment was to a.t‘l'.,ack‘at.he following
morning. The plan of attack was to push gouth, astride %;.Id #+ (8ee map B)
end seize the high ground between the bend in the Vire River and St. Lo.
(For bounderies, objective,and line of departure see Map B). The lst
Battalion on the right was to execute a difficult turrning movement, while
attacking a tough salient, The 2nd Battalion on the left was to make the
nein effoﬁ. The 3rd Battalion wss piaced in reserve, OCompany C, 60th
Engineer Battalion and the 654th Tank Destroyer Battalion were attached
to the regiment, (26)

AL 0500, 1l duly, 200 gms of the Division and supporting Corps
artillery mshed at the German positions elong the Division fromt for
one howr. At 0600 .the lst and 2nd Battalions went over the hedgerows,

The 2nd Battelion advanced ome or two hedgerows but 21l the grownd
ga.ine& had to be relinquished before dark because of threatened encircle~
ment and exposed flanks dus to the failure of the lst B'attalion on the
right to push forward. All the machine guns of *H* Company were knocked=
out by enemy mortar fire just as the battalion sterted the aﬁta.ck. The
enemy had evidently located the machime gum positioms prior %o the attack,
The machine guns were placed in the same positions used by the 20th Divi.
sion. The enemy had them *zeroed in" and merely held his fire until the
opportune time, (27) L |
(25) &~7, p. 245; (26) Statement of Colomel B.A. Byrne on 14 Jenuary 48;

(27) Statement of Captain Dwight D, Bonham, then commanding E Company, on
20 January 48, _ ‘
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Strong enemy fire from the organize‘d. gtrong point in the vicinity
of le Carillon plus lack of leadership and aggressiveness on the part
~ of the Battalion Commander contributed to the failure of the lat Battale
ion to move forward on the right flank, 7

During the night of 11~12 July the 3rd Battalion was ordered to
relieve the 2nd Baﬂ:.aiion ofi the line. The battalion commander upon _
receiving orders at about 2.100 to effec‘b the relief of the 2nd Battalion
that night interpreted the order too literally and ordersd the Battalion
Exedtive Officer to march the battelion down Road f to the 2nd Battelion -
sector to effect the relief, At about 2500 hours there was still enough
daylight remeining to read neweprint, but in aplte of the statement of
the battalion executive officer that the road w;m under observation and
directed 88 mm fire, théPe we were ma.rch%g toward the enemy under full
observation. The Battalion 8-3, Uaptain Albert Fredrickson, on his way
back from the fromt line met the column about 900 yards from the fronmt
positions, and he agreed that movement inte position until after dark
would be costly, Oonmtacting the battelion commender, Lt, Col., C,¥. Docks,
he pursuaded him not to move the wnit into poeition at the present time,
even if the battalion did get up the road without severe logses they would
" never be able to effect the relief on the position, The battalion was
finally stopped about 700 yards from the enemy and deployed in the hedge-
rows along both sides of the road. During the hours of darlmess the
relief waé made without any losses. (28)

Lt. Ool. Docka, againat the recommendations of his staff, moved
his command post to a position located about 100 yerds behind his own
front .line. As expected by the executive officer this position proved
untenable because all movement in or out of the command post brought
down artillery and mortar fire and occasionally emall-arms Pire for the

area was under direct observation, also enemy mortar fire continually

(26) Personal kmowledge,
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cut the telephone wires leading into the command post. This location

was abondoned early that morning in favor of a much better one in a stone
farm house 700 yards to the rear of the front lines. Here unlike thes re-
stricted quarters in the dugout, the staff and staff sections had plenty
of room and were not continually harassed by enemy fire. (29)

The attack launched at 0600 hours 12 July gained no ground, The
enemy machine gun end mortsr fire was too much for our inexperiencéd
troops. The enemy line was only one field away, about 75 yards, and the
enemy mechine gine could not be knocked out by owr artillery or moriar
fire because the fire would endanger our own troops. Also our own machine

\guns lacked effective fields of fire and provided no fire support for the
a.ttacking infamtry. The hedgerows made cén‘brol énd coordination very
difficult and the attack broke down intc a series of skdrmishs by platoons
4 and squads, _

o At about 0500 on 12 July the expected counterattack against the ex-

N\ posed flank of the 3rd Battalion materialized. Company K was pushed back

one itxedgerow, huf. Uaptain Trossen stopped a threatened panic emong hie
men, rallied them and regeined the lost ground and pushed forward about
100 yards.

Around 1200 hours especially heavy artillery fire followed by strong
patrol action diaiodged the left platoon of Company L. The other platoons
alse pulled back accompanied by soms of the men from I Company on their
right. The withdrawl of the 2nd Platoon of Company L left the 2nd Platoon
of Compeny M unprotected end they als§ pulled out. T/Sgt Edwaerd Clark
personally covered the withdrawal with heavy machine gun fire, using the
oark Gable" method, The machine gun platoon wemt directly back to Capt.
?. English at the company command post and he disposed the platoon along

the hedgerow in rear of the command post. The riflemen, in withdrawing
(29) Personal knowledge.

A -Zf.f‘ v
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got confused in the heavy wooded area and were pinned down by artillery
fire. OCapt. English ordered Lt. Remley the company executive officer to
go back to the battalion command post to report the situation, Lit. Ool.
Docka semt his S-3%, Capt. Frederickson forward who yipon seizing up the
situation said "Let's got the he— oﬁ-b of here®., The 2nd Platoon of Come
pany M was moved back in an orderly fashion across the road and placed in
position behind the hedgerow. Artillery end mortar fire wee falling
throughout the area, Capt. Fredrickson went back to report the situation
to the reg&manta.l commander. {30} |

The battalion executive officer arrived at the scene with a group of
" riflemen that he had intercepted as they were moving to the reer. The
officers begun %o gather the men together and with the assistance of the
non~¢commiseioned officers the position was wall orgenized, no enemy sppeared,
This force of 200 men and two complete HMG platoons were split and moved
up along each side of the road to take back the lost groumd. Deépi'be B
vere shelling and a few skirmishes the liﬁa weg Tinally restored. The
Germans Hed falled to exploit their breskthrough,

The lst Battalion jumped off at 0600 12 July in another umsuccesse
ful effort. The battalion commander, Lt. Col., Herry A, Beckley, was
relieved, and under the command of the regimental executive officer, Lt.
Col, William F, Northem, the betialion pushed forward to about 200 yards
north of le Oarillén: where strong enemy resistence and heavy fire from
the "school solution" defense wes encountered.

The regimental commsnder ordered the 2nd Battalion to move into po~
sition between the lst and 3rd Battalion to shorten the fromtage of oach
battalion. The 1ot Battalion on the right was placed in a "wing baek®
reserve position. In view of the counterattack againet K Company in the
center of the line, the regimental commander believed that the enemy was

{30) Personal knowledge; Statement of Ompt. V. English, then commanding
M Company, on January 48,14th,
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attemﬁting to expand his la Carillon position. {31)

The veried terrain pattern presented by the hédgerowa created some
diffiéulty in the effective direction ofi artillery fire. The 35rd Battal=
ion Executive Qfficer and the 216th Artillery Lisison Officer devised a
scheme of fire direction by using aerial photographs. with all the fields
in the sector ﬁmhéred. With a numbered photograph at the batielion com=-
mand post and one at the 216th Field Artillery Battalion it was a.simple
matter to oall for a concentration on s designated or numbered field.
After thie simple devise was prepared, a much greater effect from artill-
ery fire was achieved in a minimm emount of time. (32)

Barly in the fight, it was found that HE light emmunition for the |
81 mm morter was ineffective against the de-eply dug-in ememy positions,
The use of HE heavy was instituted on 13 July with gratifying results.

In the attack that day two sectionms of mortars actually leveled & come
Plete section of hedgerow 125. yarde in lengeth. Behind this fire suppert
"K" Compeny moved forward about 150 yerds. (33) |
- Several patrols were sent out that night to feel out the enemy position.
From tho reports brought back the battalion commsnder estimeted that it
was a very straongly organized position. This fact was verified by the
fierce enemy resistance emcountered the following day in the ettack on le
Carillon. The town was taken despite the severe flanking fires from the
enemy atrongpoint,

| Si;me the 2nd Battalion, 137+th Infa.rrbry,- on the righ;l:. had suffered
severe losses atiacking the position during the paé‘t. three days, Col. Byrne
decided that the boundaries betwesn the two regimentes passed through the
strongpoint. He realized that two units were making mcoordinated atiacks
e.gﬁinat the pame strongpoint, and neither waa hitting it squarely. He
(31) Statement of Ool. B.A. Byrne, then regimental commender, on Jan,l4,

48; (32) Personal kmowledge; (33)Personal knowledge; statement of Capt.
V. English, then commanding ¥ Company, on 14 Jan. 48.




requested the Division Commander to rearrange the boumdary sc that the
strongpoint could be attacked by the coordinated eﬁ.’orts of one regiment,
The request was turned down, The decimion of the Brig, General Baade was
that the boundiry would not be moved one inch, (34) 4As a result the enemy
position remained a thorn in the side of the 320th for on l4th July the
137Tth was ordered to press the attack in the right battalion sector

along the Vire River. The flanking mortar fires and counterattacks by
strong enemy groups coming from the enemy position continued to harsass
the 1st Battalion, 320th Infantry. The enemy position held up the two
atiacking regiments,

Beavy mortar fire continually pounded the let and 3rd Battalion
sector. The artillery liaison plame would locate the mortars but the
ertillery fire brought down upon the morter position would have no effect
for when the artillery fire ceesed the mortars would start firing again.
A mesgenger from one of the enemy mortar companies was captured. He re-
vealed upon being questioned that the Germans fired their morters from
positions up and down stresm beds in the eres, firing a limited misaion.
from each position. Oonsequently by thetime the artillery plans could
direct fire upon them they were in another of their prepared me;‘*t.ar
positions. (35)

Thé artillery also pomded‘ 88 mm gun positions located Pfraom the
artillery plane but not e single demaged 88 mm gun wes found in the
enemy area after he retreated.

During this period extensive patrol astivities were instiiuted by
the two front line battalions in sn attempt to find a wealmess in the
encmy defenses. Some interesting patrol actions oceured. I think that

two of them are well worth relating becamse I believe lessons can be de=

rived from these,

(34) stetement of Golonel B.A, Byrne then commanding 320th, on 14 Jan., 48,
(35) statement of Golonel B.A. Byrme then commending 320th, on 14 Jan, 48,
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A lat Battalion Patrol was Captured intact during the early mornw '
ing hours, The Germans took the prisoners back to Pgia Andre 1000 yards
gsouth of les Ifs. Upon reashing the ares, the party was caﬁgh‘t, in an
American artillery concemtration, During the confusion the Sergeant,
patrol leader, reassembled his patrol end escaped from his captors. He
led the pabrol back to his own limss., The Regimental 8-2 of course ine
terrogated the Sergeant., He pointed out to the 3=2 the route which the
Germans had teken and stated that they carefully avoided gates leading
into fielde and certain roads, He believed them to be mined., He had
noticed a headquarters of some kind in paaaihg through les Ife. This
intelligence derived as a result of the Sergeants keen powers of obw |
servation and memory eaved the regiment from suffering cesualties from
mines in the Porthooming move southward. (36)

Another night patrol returnsd to the let Battalion Command Post end
reported that a conerete pillbox had been located ebout 100 yards southe
east of le Oarillox;. The patrol augmented by a reduced platoon armed
with bazockas was dispatched to sliminate the pillbox., The bazooke rounds
hit what looked in the mdonliglrb to be a pillbox but the shells did not
detonate. The enemy was alerted and ceptured the entii‘e patrol. Day-
light observetion revealed that the "pillbox" was a pile of decaying
white sandbage which in the moonlight looked like a concrete wall, The
hard nosed bazookas rounds were just buried in the soft sand. This patrol
leader had feiled 4o make a close inapection of the "pillbox" and as &
result about 20 men were capiured.

The tank destroyers attached to the regiment were of mo help in eny
of the attacks. They were merely used as artillery. Tank destroyers am -

“too vulnerable to ambi-tenk end mortar fire in hedgerow terrain sush as

that in our area., The company commander, Company G, in his first day of

(36) Statement of Col, Byrne, then commsnding 320th, on 14 Janvary 48
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1. Inexpe_riencéd troops were thrown into battle sgainat a well
trained battlowhardened. enemy,
2. The hedgerows divided the terrain into numerous small rece
tangular compartments which favered the defense, it was the
militery man's "dresm terrain for defense®, The enemy |
had several weeks s perhaps months to pi'epare thisg natural
defensive torrain,
3 .The lack of cbservation by the attacker because of the
tarrain,
4, The imhili{.y of the attacker to use the fire power ;)f all
his weapons {0 thelir maximem edvantage. |
Be The 320th was forced to execute one of the most difficult
| of all tactical mansuvers = to make a turning movement
against a strongly orgenized defense in depth.
6. Hedgerow warfare is a special type operation that requires
special m. |
The fighting broken down into small unit actiona end the lack of team
work and the lack of aggressiveness on the part of small wmit leaders,
squad and platoon, 'becgne-:very evident, The constant change in persomnel,
withoin e unit, dming*&'éraining phase contributed heavily to this defeciency.
The wnits had not been together long enough to develop intc a smooth
working teem, |

Control was made extremely difficult by the radio silence needlessly
imposed upon the 320th during the first day of the attack, Comtrol in
the hedgerows was a problem, and the radio was the best mesns of commume
ication,

The Regimontel Commander ha.d correctly estimated that a ememy strong

point wes in the zone of two adjacent regiments. His request to have his




right boundery adjusted wee tactically sound. Boundaries must be Flexible
and must be so placed or a;djuated that z;aaponsibility for the capture of
a tactical objective 1a not divided between adja.ce;ﬂ:. units,

As o result of this failure to adhere to this sound principle the
position.wae never teken and the advance of two regiments was held-up
or delayed and needless casaulties were suffered.

The soundness of the principle of fire and movement wes well proven.
Fire support could not be utilized in direct support of an,a.;ntack and ae
a result movement forward was very limited and exceedingly costly. The
¢lose proximity of the enemy mein line of resistance would not permit the
maximum utilizetion of the fire power of artlllery, mortars and automatic
weapons without endangering our own troops. Bazookas end hand grenades
were ineffective against the well prepared enemy positions.

I belisve the troope could have been moved back one hedgerow at
night into previously prepared positioms to allow the artillery to pound
the enemy poeitions, this értillery to be followed by a well planmed
night ettack. To the best of my knowledge no night attacks were made
during this opersation,

The 5rd Battalion Commander's plan to move into position to relieve
the 2nd Battalion wae tectically wnsound, Daylight reliefs should not
be made in en area that is under observation of 'bhe enemy a3 the 2nd -
Battalions position was. Even though the move was stopped in time. the
officers and men of the battalion lost confidence in their leader,

A command post muet be so located as to failitate the control
of the unit. The 3rd Battalion's Gmd Poet was plasced with-in 100
yards of the fromt line where it was subjected to the same fires thatthe -
forward elements recieved. Of course the persomnel were pimmed down -

and unsble to function. The communications were disrupted and the
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commander had no contrel of his _. battalion that night.

The messures Laken by the frd Platoon of ¥ Compeny for ite own security
during its first night in poéition ensbled it 'l:.o successfully repel a atroné
enemy patrol., All wnits must provide for their own security.

The Infantryman must have a bold and aggreseive epirit, He must
possess the wlll to close with the enemy and kill him, The lst Battalion
Comnander was not imbued with thie spirit and wes justly relieved from
command .,

Neecdless casualties were suffersd by the 320th when it had to move
into the front positions without prior recommaissance of the arse. Thie
reconnaissance was not permitted by the c¢ommander of the 20th Division
beceause of the enemy observation into the fromt positions. This re-
copnaissance could have been accomplished without ettracting the atten—
tion of the ememy. Reconnaigsance of an ares into which a wnit iz to
move at night is a fundementel docterine of night relief. |

| LESSONS |
Some of the leasons emphasized by this opers.tion aret
1. Uni'h boundaries must_be flec:ible.

it MR e R A e

2, All uni’e.a nmat be reaponaible for itheir own locel security,

LI

3. Hewly comi'bted troops which had not yet developed teamwork
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under f:.re will suffer disproporﬁcnallmam logsen,

S

4, Troops mtzst be trained on the 't.ype of 'berrain they will heve

T T P ’“-v—-v-""-.-

to £ight on.
5 Reconna:.asa.me of a position must be made prior to movement

ay ST RPN ool

into it. |
6o Art:l.llery fire alone oannot rout a well dtﬁg-in enemy, the

s e 3
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infantry must move in end dig him out with his bayonst.
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Observation and terrain greatly influence the oubcoms of

—

an operation.
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‘ﬁ'xe proxi:;ify of the enemy wain line of reaiatance will
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lim:!:b the effac‘tivenass ef artillery and morter fires in
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c.lose support.

Bomdariea shoul& be e placed or gcﬁl&mted g0 that key ‘l:.erra.in

M R T AT N o

or tactical objectives are embirely within 'I:.he i oi' one
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regiment. Responsibility for seizing tactical objectives

camot be divided,

Machine gun and- mort.a.r positicms nust be moved freqmtly.

it 1 i ST STy TR TR T I BT S e

A commander must wtilize his staff.

A S T

Camouflage discipline mus‘b be ma.intained If the enemy
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ee.niwt see you he cannot fi.ght you in'belligently.

Troop movement in areas wnder enemy observation must be

KR TR T e

made imder the cover of darh:e"?::h
M&y .
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