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LETENNES CAMPATIGH
36th Infantry Division

22 December 1944 to 12 January 1945

The &5th Infantry Division moved on verbel orders from the T.0R-
RAIWE ares, and arrived in the METZ arsa for Christmas day 1944. AL
that fime the Division did not know where or when it was to be committed
but 1t wasz certain that 1ts cestlnation woulac be against the perman

counter-attack of 18 Decembear.

From the 22nd of December the Division wsas undep-Thi 7. BE. Army,
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the Z6th

of Lecember it was asslgned to TIT U. 5
Divislon to move to AHLON ( ' : : -opder issued
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by the Corps gave tne Divisio ! nig o iH Fougn the &th

The Division moved A __;'méﬁi""l- . y of PERLE ( ) and

on 279 December, The 137th In-
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fantry Regh attacked on the left, the 320th Infantry Rest on the right,
and the 134th Infantry Regt was held In reserve. Later in the campalgn
the lﬁath.was comnitfed around the lelt tlank - flrst, the lat I, then
the other two. At the time of committment of the lst Bn, itas laft Flank
sxtended rearly to the BASTOGNE hlghway snd was well Into the adjacent
zone Lo the weat by the 29th ol Decamber.

Thn stiffest enemy resistance was met around LUTREENIS ( ) whan
the 134th Infantry Kegt on the north anc the 137th on the south warses
driving to the east. The posltion of thess two Reglments was brought
ebout by an Intersating oceurrance of what the o-3 called "sldes-sllpplng®

Luring the attack to the north, the resistance on the Division’a
rizht fiank had been so great that the left filank elements had made a
couparatively conslderable advance. 2o far ahead had they forgud that
the 137th Iniantry Regt was practically followingz the 134%th, and was
carrylng on 1ts own "slde-slipping” campalgn with its left flank ad-
vancing at a much faster rate than lts right flank.

buring all of the "side-slipplnz" campalygn, light contact wes kept
with the 320th Infentry Regt, or want was left of it after twn battalions
had beeoo shifted around to the Dlvision's laft flank to reinfores tha
134%th for 1lta attack on TLUPRELOIS {Times and dates cen be sscured from
Reglmental accounts}).

A1l »f thla "slae-slippling" was very important .ecause at the
laentical time that bthne 1li4th and 137th Infantry Regts had so aWUng

around as %o complstely change thelr directlon of s*tack from north



to east, the German counter-atbiack hit the HASTCONE salient with the
main force coming from TARCHAMPS - the tanks to LUTEEMANGE and thencs
up the road to LUTREENIS, and the infantry cross country to TIUTEEBOTIS.
(This wss not a tachtleal maneuver ofy ths part of TIT V. &8. Corps, but
enie of those fortunate circumstances of war that the 35th Infantry Dl-
vialon was preparsed to meet the counter-atitack aﬁé:égva the BASTOCNE
highway from being severed.)

pfter thne 137th Infentry Regt was stopped at VILLEHS LA BONNE EAT
{ ), and thse 1li4th at LUTREBOIS | ), and elements of the 320th
at the farm south of HARIAEGE ( ) (st P612492), and the whole Divi-
gsion was vattered by the enemy for nearly a week, & new order was pub-
lighed which achivated Teag Force sSCOTT and Task Force FICKIETT.

The counter-gttacik came to an snd 1n the early psrt cf January.
At thnis time the lst Bn of the 3.0th I fantry Hegt was drawn out for
Mivision reserve and the other two batraliona stayed at the l'arm south-
gaat of [ATLANGE. The 6%th Cavalry Sguadron moved Lo the same position
ana went into Corps ressrve. Theae unlts were left in this position
in case the counter-attack chould again davelop.

The attachments to the Tlivislon durlng this period were:

448th AL84 Automsbtle Weapons 3n (M)

BO0th Engineer Combat Bn

654th Tank Destroyer 2n (SP)

127th Fiaeld Artillery Bn (155-mm howitzer)

151et Pisld Artillery Bn (1OG-mm nowitzer)

218th Pield Artillery Bn (105-mm howibzer)

219th Field A tillery Bn (lUB-mm nowitzer)
179th wiela Artillery Rn (155-mm howltzer)



Colonel Henfroe and lafor Munkers agres thal during this campaign
the best cooperatlion of many elements was achleved. At LUTREBAIS ( )
the Alr force, artillery, Tank Destroyers, Armor, and infantry cooperated
50 well that a flne example of ﬁaamwﬂrk resulted amonz the various
branchea.

The mlasslon of the 35th Reconnalssiance Troop was to malntain cone
tact between the 320th Infantiry Feglment and the 26th I.fantry Divisdon.
At one time when all the principle division forces wers committad, the
S5th Reconnalsslance Troop was organized into é task force with a com-
pany of Engineers and a company of Pank Tesbroyera to serve as a Divie

aion resarva,

dources ~ Lt Gol walter J. Ranfros, G-3; iajor John R. “unkers, Asst
3-5; ¥alor Allen, Asat G-3.

Interviewer - lat Lt im. J. Dunkerley.

Date of [nterview - 16 January 1945.
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