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TO : The Adjutant General, Washington, D. G.

1. In compliance with G-3, Par. 10, AR 545-105, the following
report of action against the enemy by the 35th Infantry Division dur-
ing the period 1 March 1945 50.75,1.-14arch-,.19.45. inclusive, 1Is submitted.

On 25 February, 1945, the Ninth United States Army crossed the RUHS$h/
river and began its carefully planned advance across the COLOGNE PLAIN
to the RHINE river. During the initial phases of the attack, the 35th
Division moved-to positions overlooking the RUHR. On 26 February it
crossed the river and established a bridgehead in the HILFARTH area.
Two days later, after making good progress and i1t appeared the enemy dey
fenses "were disorganized, the Division Commander formed a Task Force, \Jy
mobilized it, and gave i1t the mission of attacking N to seize VBNLO,
HOLLAND, and from there to proceed NE to make contact with the Second
Canadian Army, driving S. The Task Force consisted of the -320th Infantry
(Mtz); 216th FA Battalion; 275th FA Battalion; 784th Tank Battalion
(-Company A); Company C, 654th TD Battalion; Company C, 60th Engr. (©
Battalion; and Company C, 110th Medical Battalion. In command was Col.
Bernard A. Byrne, Commander of the 320th Infantry. Dawn of 1 March foun
the Task Force preparing to jump off from the vicinity of WILDENRATH.

1 March, 1945

Led by medium and light tanks of the 784th Tk Battalion carrying a
company of infantrymen, the Task Force attacked N at 0700 on the main road
to WTILO. By-passing all resistance except that encountered In towns andjx
villages along the main road, the Task Force made good progress. Surpris-
ed by an attack from the S, the enemy was not prepared to demolish bridges
along the road, enabling the Task Force to capture most of them intact.
Steady movement forward continued all day, and what little resistance was
met was wiped out quickly. Leading elements entered the objective by 1800.
There the 3d Battalion, 320th Infantr?/, was given the mission of mopping
up the remaining resistance in the N outskirts of the town and the remain-
der of the Task force occupied and outposted the city. A gain of 25 miles
was made and a total of 20 towns and villages were captured.

Following the Task Force Byrne column were the 137th and I3]>1 CTs.
Both CTs were on the road during the night. - -

March, 1945 % ey ENY

While CTs 137 and 134 were closing into their assembly areas S and
SE of VENLO and mopping up scattered enemy forces by-passed by Task Force
Byrne, the Task Force continued its advance. It’s mission was to continue
its advance NE to seize STRAELEN, then E to NIEUKERK and SEVELEN. With
the exception of scattered resistance and a few blown bridges, the Task
Force encountered little trouble and drove steadily ahead. At SEVELIN
resistance stiffened and slowed down the advance. Elements of the 784th

Tk Battalion which entered the town Ffirst were cut off temporarily when
/ msdjasfi. i Juu21S# vT
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the enemy blew, a bridge behind them preventing reinforcement and re-
supply. The situation was remedied when another route in-to town was
located. Task Force Byrne captured 15 towns and villages during the day.

The 55th Recon Troop, operating on the- Task Force left flank, seized
the towns of AUWEL, BORMIG, WINTERNAM, and DOHENHOT.

Meanwhile, CT 157 was given the mission of advancing N on the right
of the Task Force to clean out enemy remaining in the area E of VENLO.
Some resistance was met but it was wiped out in short order. The Regiment
captured 84 prisoners of war during the day.

3 March, 1945

Task Force Byrne maintained its positions E of SEVELEN and for the
first time since beginning its drive at WILDENRATH met strong opposition,
causing the 2d Battalion to go cross country to occupy OERMTEN. No other
gain was made during the period. CT 137 moved from vicinity of LEUTH to
vicinity of NIEUKIKK-and made reconnaissance to the E and SE of NIEUKIRK
in preparation for an attack at 0700 the next morning in the right _.of the
Division area. During this time, CT 134 moved from VENLO to vicinity of
STRAELEN and took over road blocks and guarding of bridges behind Task
Force Byrne. The 1st Battalion with tanks and TDs attached drove against
mdderate resistance to the RJ W of GELDERN. Just W of the RJ, the battal-
ion made contact with the 12th Battalion, Kings Royal Riflemen, 8th Anno
ea Division, of the Canadian Second Army.

4 March, 1945

While the 3d Battalion outposted SEVELEN ana-the 2d Battalion out-
posted OERMETEN, the 1st-Battalion, 520th Infantry, attacked at 0700_and
inched forward against bazooka, artillery, mortar and SP fire to positio
along the FLSUTH river. At 1115, the 2d Battalion moved ahead slowly from
OEMETEN against the same type of resistance and reached the FLEUTK river
opposite KAMP and KAMPERBRUGH.

During the night, CT 137 moved to assembly positions in the vicinity
of RHSURBT and from there attacked at 0700 with LINTFORT as the initial
objective. The attacking Battalions, the 1st and 2d, against light-re-
sistance advanced to positions about a kilometer E of LANDWEHR.e From that
point on resistance increased and only the 2d Battalion was able to move
forward. It advanced to and seized the hill at LOPPELMANNSHOF.

Meanwhile, the 1st Battalion, 134th Infantry, maintained pressure
against enemy elements in GELDERN and cleaned out the area W of the canal.
At 0700 the British passed through the 1st Battalion to attack GELDERN.
The 1st Battalion then assembled in the STEMESHOF area. The 2d Battalion
continued to maintain road blocks and guard bridges vicinity of STRAELEN.

5 March, 1945
In an 0600 attack In i1ts zone in"the left of the Division sector,

[ask Force Byrne crossed the FLEUTJI river by capturing two bridges Intact,
.nd then, 1in house to house fighting, took the towns of KAMP and KAMPERFr

....... N m Page 2
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In conjunction GC B, 8th Armored Division. attached to the 35th
Infantry Division, CT 137 attacked.and seised LINTFORT by 1100 and then
GC B went on to the outskirts of RHEINBERG against fierce opposition,
suffering heavy losses in tanks. During darkness, the 2d and 3d Battal-
ions, 137th Infantry moved into RHEINBERG. Prior to that time, Task Force
Murray fwas formed consisting of CT 137; CC B, 8th Armored Division; Com-
pany B, 654th TD Battalion; and Company A, 784th Tank Battalion; and
692d FA Battalion. In command was Col. William Murray, Commanding Officer
of the 157th Infantry. The new Task Force was given the mission of seiz-
ing WESEL, a city on the E banks of the RHINE, if the RHINE bridge at that
point was still intact.

CT 134 (-161 FA Bn) went into Division reserve and had its 2d Battaliai
maintain bridge guards on the STRAELEN-NIEUKERK-SEVELEN highwayman! took
over bridge guard responsibility from Task Force Byrne from SEVELEN to
HORSTEGEIF.

6 March, 1945

Now driving N, Task Force Byrne had its 1lst and 2d Battalions, 320th
Infantry, attack at 0700 and by 1000 had taken HOGBNHOF, SAALHOFF, OLS-
PRAY, and SGMITSHOF. About this time heavy resistance was again encount-
ered, but by close of day, the 1lst and 2d Battalions had advanced several
hundred more yards. The 3d Battalion, in regimental reserve, followed.

Task Force Murray mopped up in RHEINBERG and secured all positions
there. An attempt to attack N by the 1st Battalion on the left of EHEIM-
BERG met with initial success but soon heavy opposition was encountered.
A 1900 attack by the 3d Battalion with the 807th TD Battalion; 36th Tk
Battalion (-1 Co.), GG B; and Company B, 53d Bngr. (C) Battalion, brought
about a gain of 1500 yards along the road to OSSENBEEG.

CT 134 (-161st FA Bn) moved to vicinity of SEVELEN and remained in
Division reserve. The 88th Cav. Sg.dn., 8th Armd Division, was attached
to the Division and given the mission of clearing the area N of ORSOY.

7 March, 1945

The enemy continued to hold curb In the WESEL pocket despite constant
hammering by the 35th, Canadian and British forces.

Task Force Byrne"s 0700 attack gained ground initially in the 1st
Battalion zone and at 1050 contact was made on the right with the 3d
Battalion and at 1440 on the left with the 53d British Infantry Division.
The 2d Battalion, meanwhile, had captured BAUERN.

Continuing the attack from RHEINBERG with the 1st and 2d Battalions
and attached CCB 8th Armored Division, Task Force Murray advanced to the

outskirts of OSSENBERC- and there was halted by strong enemy fire. No
further gain was made during the day.

CT 134 (-I1GIst FA Bn):remained in Division reserve and CT 291, 75th
Infantry Division, attached to .Division at 1400, began relief of the 88th
Cav. Sqdn., in the right of the Division zone. The 88th had completed its
mission of mopping up in the area N of ORSOY.
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.Jumping off at 0630, the 1lst and 2d Battalions, Task Force Byrne,
entered and captured HUCK and MILLIGEN after house to house fighting.
After the 2d Battalion cleared MILLIGEN, it moved to the NW along a small
stream bed with DURPT as its objective.

Task Force Murray inched forward® in the battle for OSSEiv*BERG and made
some gain but the town remained in enemy hands. The area was Tirmly held
by the enemy.

CT 291 completed relief of the 88th Cav. Scan. and became responsible
for the right of the Division zone at 0800. It established contact with
-—-the 84th Infantry Division on the right. The 88th was then released from®
attachment to the Division.

9 March, 1945

The attack iIn the Task Force Byrne zone was continued at 0700 but
intense enemy resistance prevented advances during the morning. At 1650
another attack was launched and by 2300 DROP! was taken by the 1st Bat-
talion and the 2d Battalion had taken HILLMaNSHOF where 160 PWs were taken.
The Regiment had .now completed its mission and the 134th Infantry passed
through it during the night. The od Battalion, 320th Infantry, Task Force
Byrne, took over the bridge guarding detail held down by the 2d Battalion,
134th Infantry.

Task Force Murray continued meeting stiff resistance and made little
gain during the day.

10 March, 1945

After passing through Task Force Byrne, during the night, CT 154
(-161st FA Bn) attacked at 0615 and seized BORTH. One company of the 3d
Battalion, riding tallies, went on to seize BUDERICH, which brought the Regi-
ment near iIts objective.

After clearing OSSENBERG, Task Force Murray went on to seize WALLACE,
thereby completing its mission. At this time the Regiment was ordered to
assemble its Battalions and patrol to the RHINE.

Task Force Byrne was dissolved upon being relieved by CT 134 ( -161st
FA Bn) and the 320th Infantry moved to vicinity of SISVELEN to become Div-
ision reserve.

CT 291 continued occupying positions iIn the right of the Division
zone.

11 March, 1945

While 1ts leading battalions, the 1st and 2d, remained in position,
the 134th Infantry sent patrols from the 3d Battalion to occupy FORT
BLUCHER, the last step before the Division’s mission could be termed com-
pleted. During the afternoon, “arrangements werefmade with the 53d Brit-
ish Infantry Division for relief of the 3d Battalion. The relief was com-
pleted at midnight.

CT 291 passed tt. Hie control of the 75th In itry Division.



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of ihe National Archives

ECUSSIFIEO:

paillieling

IS March, 1945

Elements of tile 290th Infantry, 75th Infantry Division, relieved the
134th Infantry at 1610 and the regiment moved to the area S and SE of VEM-
LO.

OT 137 was also relieved by elements of the 290th Infantry and with
the remainder of the Division moved to the area S and SE of VENLO the
next day.

14-24 March, 1945

The Division rested and rehabilitated i1ts troops in the KALDENKIRCHEN
area, making its FTirst lengthy rest period since entering combat on 9 July
1944. Not all of the Division and attached troops rested, however. The
654th TD Battalion was attached to the 50th Infantry Division for opera-
tions only on 15 March. The 55th Infantry Division artillery was attach-
ed to the 30th for operations only the next day.

On 24 March the Twenty-First Army Group assaulted the RHINE river at
points N and S of WESEL. XVl Corps Divisions, the 50th and 79th, made
the crossings for the Ninth Army. The 35th Division, meanwhile, prepared
to move across the river to exploit the Corps bridgehead.

25 March, 1945

The Division received the order to move one CT across the RHINE with
the remainder of the Division scheduled to cross the next day. The Com-
manding General formed a Task Force of 134th Infantry; 127th FA Battalion;
Company A, 60th Engr (C) Battalion; Company A, 654th TD Battalion; and
Company A, 734th Tk Battalion. It was commanded by Colonel Butler B.
Miltonberger, Assistant Division Commander. The Task Force closed into
tile area vicinity of RHEINBERG at 1900 where it passed to control of the
79th Infantry Division. During the night i1t crossed the river. The other
two infantry regiments continued rehabilitation and made plans to move to
the E side of the RHINE, Division artillery and the 654th TD Battalion
reverted to control of the Division.

26 March, 1945

At 0800 Task Force Miltonberger attacked generally E encountering
moderate resistance including 80mm and 87 fire, but by 1430 had advanced
three and one-half miles to the Task Force objective. Meanwhile, the re-
minder of the Division crossed the RHINE and moved to the vicinity of
DMSLAKEN. Task Force Miltonberger was dissolved at 1800.

27 March, 1945

The Division took up positions about tliree-fourths of the way through
KIRCHHELLER HEIDE forest from a point two kilometers west of KiRCHELLEN to
STERKRADE-NORD. On the left the 134th Infantry attacked at 0600. The
attacking Battalions initially met scattered resistance but later resist-
ance stiffened. Both Battalions, however, gained several hundred yards.

The 157th Infantry, on the right, attacked at 0600 and gained several

red yards _by dark. It too met light resistance initially but ran into

hund
stiff opposition later.

t
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The 320th Infantry was in Division Reserve.
28 March, 1945

The heavy resistance encountered,, late,,durt®jg, the day before prevail-
ed again on the Division front as it-attacked,at 0600. The 134th Infant-
ry, attacking with three Battalions abreast,madvanced to and crossed the
railroad tracks running N and S through KIRGHELLEN.

The 137th Infantry advanced to positions about two kilometers W of
the railroad.

The 320th Infantry was committed on the right of the Division zone.
Against heavy small arms, mortar, artillery, and SP fire, the Regiment»s
2d Battalion advanced beyond the autobahn.

.29 March, 1945

The 134th Infantry drove ahead and seized the railroad W of GLADBACH
against moderate mortar and artillery fire. Attacking again at 1530, the
two Ba ttalions seised GLADBACH. The 1st Battalion, during this time,
protected the Regiment’s right flank.

The 137th and 320th Infantry Regiments made only limited gains again-
st heavy small arms, mortar, artillery, and SP fire.

30 March, 1945

In the 134th Infantry zone, the 2d and 3d Battalions drove on from
GLADBACH into BUER. W of BUER, the 3d Battalion overran fTive“enemy direct

fire AA guns. At end of day, the 1st Battalion passed through the 3d
Battalion.

The 137th Infantry shot ahead eight kilometers during the day to
seise EIGEN.

Progress was slow in the 320th Infantry zone. However, the 2d Bat-
talion managed to clear BOTTROP.

31 March, 1945

The last day of March found the 35th Division advancing slowly, but
steadily, against moderate small arms, mortar, artillery, and direct fire,
taking the towns of BACHUM, STUCKENBUSCH, BUER-RESSE, BUER-ERLE, KARN AP,
HORST, and the IThalf of HERTEN. An adverage of two miles was made dur-
ing the day, making a total gain of approximately 15 miles for the opera-
tion.

The-total gain for the month was 78 miles.

NUMBER OF BATTLE CASUALTIES SUFFERED BY THE 35TH INF. DIV
DURING THE PERIOD 1 MARCH 1945 TO 31 MARCH 1945

Page 6
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Officers Enlisted Men

KLTA . ...... 5 176
DOW cmme i a 0 15
SWA .. ... 4 51
LWA . ..... 26 325
LIA ... 1 54
MEA ... _0 0

Tot3.1s 06 619
Total casualties among atchd units: 132

X X L X * H X X X- X

NUMBER OF PRISONERS OF WAR CAPTURED BY THE 55TH INF. DIV. DURING

THE PERIOD 1 MARCH 1945 TO 51 MARCH 1945: 5900
FOX- X ¥ X X X X- K X

NUMBER OF REINFORCEMENTS AND RETURNS TO DUTY RECEIVED BY THE 35TH

_INF. DIV. DURING THE PERIOD 1 MARCH 1945 TO 31 MARCH 1945: 1280
X X X X XX XX X X

DECORATIONS AWARDED THE 35TH INF. DIV. DURING THE PERIOD 1 MARCH
1945 TO 51 MARCH 1345

REG POST MIA oLC
off EM off EM off EM off EM
Silver Star.. .. 5  ..23 ... 3 ....8 --... X .. 0 .. .. 3
Sol Medal .... .. 1 .« 0..0 .... 0 -.-...0..0 0 0
Bronze Star Medal59 ...145 . O .... 6 ..... . X oo ( 7
Air Medal. ... . . 1 ... X .. 0 0 ..... O 0] e 4 0

Awarded by Higher Ha:

off EM
CMH.. ... ... ... .. .. 0 -1
DSM . ... 0
LM oo cx. O
BSM, OLC...... ... =0 - O

o XX XX XXX X XX X

4 Incls.
Incl. 1 After Action Report G-l w/supporting papers.
Incl. 2 After Action Report G-2 w/supporting papers.
Incl. 3 After Action Report G-3 w/supporting papers.
Incl. 4 After Action Report G-4 yr5

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:

T usjsdwich
Lt Col5A GD
Adjutant General.
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HEADQUARTERS 35TH INFAOTRY DIVISION

afo 35

88mm AT/AA Guns
AT Gus;
7$mm Howitzer
SP Gun
I50ram Field Gun
105mm Howitzer
170mm "
Else Arty Pcs
20mm M Gun
Uormm AA Gun
RrasaMortars
80mm i
Machine Pistols
Rifles:
Bazookas
Panzerfaust
Pistols
Grenades
Ammo:
Small Arms
Arty
Mortar
Bazooka
Explosives (Ton)
Tanks
Trucks
Halftracks
prime Mover
Ambulance
Command Cars.
Motorcycles
Trailers”
personnel Carrier
Wise Vehicles
Military Radio
Field Telephones
P A System (Complete)
Movie projector
Searchlight
Assault Boats (Rubber)
1 " (River)

us army

16 March

CAPTURED AND/OR DESTROYED ENEMY MATSttIBLL - OPERATION GRENADE

26
56

12

8
U
28
32
27

h

6

20
5,0?
5bh
1,333
136
6,700

720,000
12,151

=

TR B 8 o8 88

H
WRRNE
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Range Finder
Aiming Circles
Footbridges
Bicycles

Barge

Medical Chest
Alrcraft (LL.3%-1D)
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KOJ TB FOLIDIISD BY TASK FORCE BYHHD
AS IT STRUCK NORTH RDM THE RUHR
RIVER BBIIDGISKSAD AT 0700 ON 1 MARCH
1916 * ADVANCING RAPIDLY, THE TASK
FORCE SEIZED VEHLG BZ NIGHTFALL.

FIGURE 1

DEQLASSIFIED J»

DOD D 5209, Spt. 27, 1958 Ru>Giid A A CSBECK
N by chia & W



Reproduced (romthe Unclassified / Declassified Holdings ol the National Archives

iit-icLA; o
fAulhoilly 7

Or-ya-HAHA. Ol

on 2 MiUtat i"A6
CONTINUED ITS

WHERE 1T
UPPOSITIOII

ifOHR KIVEL

RIVER

S-Ir-Tf—
F1GURE 2

DECLASSIFIED

DCD Dir. 5200.9, Sept. 27, 1958

NVW by.~jP date »
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AG 312.1 18 July 1945

Downgrading of Classified Records

Commanding General
Thirty Fifth Infantry Division
APO #35 c/o0 Postraaster, Hew fork

3.. Under authority contained in Par 15 AR 3&0-5 the documents described
in paragraph 3 below, classified ss "TOP SECRET" by the originating agency and
forwarded with other record® to The Adjutant General, have been downgraded for
Ffiling purposes to "RESTRICTED."

2. It is desirad that all agencies furnished any of these documents or
copies thereof, .be informed of the change in classification.
3. list of doctimantst "\32P
Description of Document Issuing Headquarters Date IN
Cpns Memo #16 Thirty Fifth Infantry Division 071800A Feb 45

F.O. #34 Thirty Fifth Infantry Division 031200A Feb 45

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETART OF WARi

Adjutant General

cg<r



