
Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

, W A m i l l i

m m

\~

DOWNGRADES TO:
by AOSHORffy of tact

'ARTERS 35TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
35 U. S. ARMY

Dai*
M .

fajfciab

14 January 1945

SUBJECT: Action .Against The Enemy Report.

.TO; The Adjutant General, Washington, D. C.

1. In compliance with C-3, Par. 10, AR 345-105, the follow ing report 
o f action against the enemy "by the 35th Infantry Division during the period 
o f 1 December 1944 to 31 December 1944, inclusive, is  submitted.

2. The.35th Infantry Division, with the exception o f one Battalion, 
began December 1944, i t s  sixth month in combat in  World War I I ,  in  Corps 
Reserve. Although rest, rehabilitation , and cleaning o f weapons and equip­
ment had a high p r io r ity , combat training classes were also conducted.
Firing o f weapons, assault o f p illboxes, and the use o f special assault 
equipment were included in the training. The assembly areas fo r  the regi­
ments were as fo llow s: The 1st and 2d Battalions, o f the 137th Infantry, _ „ 
were at BESTING, BISTROFF, and HAHPRICH, and the Regiment’ s 3d Battalion W
was assembled in  the towns o f FREsIESTEOFF, ALTRIPPE, and LEjTVILLER, with 
the mission o f protecting the Division ST flank. The 134th Infantry assembled?/', 
i t s  troops in  L I XING, VAHLSBERSIIG, LELLING, and BIDING; the 320th Infantry l ! 
being’ at PONTPIEKRE, GUESSLING, and VAHL. . . ; jg?

The D ivision ’ s period in Corps Reserve during December, however, w  
was short-lived  and lasted less than one day. At 2300. on 1 December the. 
order to re lieve  elements o f the 6th Armored Division during the night .of 
2-3 December was given to unit commanders. Following this, r e l ie f ,  the 
Division was to attack at 0400 on 4 December and seize objectives in  the 
v ic in ity  o f MSTVILLER, HECKECTRAWSBACE, and GE.UNDVILLER. (See figure 1)
The Division was then to continue the attack over the SABRE RIVER. The 
134th In fan try 'with Company A, o f the 60th Engineer (C) Battalion, and
Company A, o f  the 654th Tajik Destroyer Battalion, in direct support, was 
on the l e f t ;  and the 320th In fantiy, supported by Company C, o f the 60th 
Engineer (C) Battalion, and Company C, o f the 654th Tank Destroyer Battalion, 
was on the righ t. The 137th Infantry constituted d ivision reserve. Support­
ing the Division was the 182d F ie ld  A r t ille ry  Group (one ligh t and one medium 
Battalion rein forcing f ir e s  o f the 216th Field A r t il le r y  Battalion ), the- 
1135th Engineer- (C) Group, and two truck companies, the 443d and 2905th.
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.R e lie f o f the 6th Armor-ed Division, went o f f  as planned. The f ir s t  
unit to move to the front was the 3d Battalion, o f the 320th Infantry, which 
closed into HAPPBLKI$fGrBR at 0100 on 2 December. The 134-th Infantry closed into 
v ic in ity  o f ST. JEAN ROHRBACH at 1540 and the 3d Battalion re lieved  elements 
o f COMBAT COMMAND B, o f the 6th Armored Division, by 2210, Daring the afternoon, 
the 320th Infantry had it s  1st Battalion move to v ic in ity  o f  INSMING and its  
2d Battalion to v ic in ity  o f EILKPRICH. The 137th Infantry, in d ivision reserve, 
moved its  Ba-ttalions to LINSTROP]?, ERSTROFF, and GRESING.

The 1,34th and 330th Infantry Regiments were no'w on the 
ture poised fo r  the attack, (See figure 1) At 0400 on 4 December, during the 

~ blackness o f early morning, both regiments jumped o f f .  To produce the element 
o f surprise, no a r t i l le r y  preparation preceeded the attack. I t  was hoped the 
enemy would be caught napping and th is was found to be true,in  the 134th Infantry 
sector. The leading battalions, the 1st and 2d, s ilen tly  moved toward and into 
PUTTELANGE and captured sleeping enemy soldiers in foxholes and buildings. Seventy- 
three prisoners o f war were taken in th is action. Once awake the enemy countered 
xdth' small arms, mortar, and a r t i l le r y  f i r e .  But the damage had been done and , 
by 0930 KJTTELMCrE was declared clear by the 1st Battalion and the 2d Battalion 
had. taken the high ground 1 o f the tom . During th is time, the 3d Battalion, 
in regimental-reserve, moved to a new assembly area at DIFFEMBAGE,- In the a fter­
noon and evening the two Battalions drove on to clear GUEBENEGUS1 and EHN STVIL1ER 
and outposted the towns during the night.

The element o f surprise in the 320th Infantry sector was less successful. 
Immediately a fte r jumping o f f ,  i t  ran into an enemy column o f foot soldiers.
The 2d Battalion, on the l e f t ,  met heavy enery resistance consisting o f small 
arms and automatic f i r e ,  a fte r crossing the stream N o f SEMIRING-. The 3d Bat­
ta lion  met considerably ligh ter resistance in securing the v illa g e  o f DIDERFING,
And at 0810 the ' Battalion had one company entering BETTRING, another company 
immediately follow ing. The Battalion then advanced on BOLTING, l e f t  one company 
to clear i t ,  and proceeded. At 1850, the 1st Battalion moved from regimental w
reserve to advance toward BALL1RING, seizing the town at 0110 the morning o f 
5 December. Thai night the Battalion proved that anti-tank minefields can be 
used e ffe c t iv e ly  in  offensive combat., Fearing the enery might move down the 
road SE into the town and strike the Battalion, which had not been able to bring 
up i t s  anti-tank guns, the Battalion Commander ordered a hasty m inefield be la id  
on the road with machine guns covering the m inefield. I t  paid dividends. Several 
hours la te r  s. column o f enemy vehicles moved down the road. The lead veh icle 
hit a mine and exploded. The Battalion 's machine guns opened immediately and 
peppered the column. The enemy turned and ran.

The morning o f 5 December found the attack contimxing at 0800. The 
134th Infantry advanced rapidly. . Taking HECEHJTSBRANSBACH and fflOUSTVILLER quickly, 
the Regiment had the 2d Battalion in the outskirts o f SAHREGUMIHJ1S and the 1st 
Battalion■ sent patro ls through the FORET DE' SAEEffiGUTMINES to the SA'RRl RIVER 
by dark. The 3d Battalion moved to a new assembly area in the v ic in ity  o f HEuFGRANGE 
and pushed advance elements to the high ground overlooking the SARRE .RIVER.

The 520th In fan try 's drive/proceeded the morning o f 5 December. The
1st Battalion moved on and seized-,. ad:continued to advance to the v ic in ity
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o f WIIiLIRWALD, The 2d Battalion reached GHOTDVILLER at 0840 and went on to 
HECKEL'TJM'SBA.CH, previously taken by the 134th Infantry, HAMBACH, and then secured 
SILTZHEIM. The 3d Battalion, in regimental reserve,, followed the 2d Battalion 
and closed into HAMBACH at 1900. A ll Battalions conducted reconnaissance o f the 
SABRE RIVER during the night. On 7 aid 8 December, the Division moved closer 
to the river, made reconnaissance and preparations to cross the r iver. In the 
134th Infantry zone, the 2d Battalion cleared SAKREGUEMTIfES as fa r  E as the SABBE 
RIVER, , •» -sS- r...;'--.

The 320th Infantry1 s 2d'Battalion sent Company I  to the high ground' "
W o f ZETTIHG and the 3d Battalion dispatched Company L to WITTRIUG, "both o f which 
are r iv e r towns. The 137th Infantry, meanwhile, had moved to new assembly posi­
tions at RICHELIITG, HOLVIHG, BALLERIITG, DIDERPIEG, and BERTERIITG.

The order fo r  the Division to cross the .SARRE RIVER the morning of 
8 December was issued the night before. During the night, - the ’134th and 320th 
Infantry Regiments continued th e ir reconnaissance of- the r iv e r and made prepara­
tions for the crossing. At 0500 the crossing began.

■ The 134-th In fan try 's 1st Battalion crossed at the ra ilroad  bridge S 
o f SARREGUEMINES and completed the crossing at 0525. The 2d and 3d Battalions 
were both over 90 minutes la te r . Heavy resistance was then encountered. The 
1st Battalion moved HE along the right side o f the ra ilroad tracks methodically 
clearing out the buildings in  that v ic in ity . On the le f t  side o f the tracks, 
the 2d Battalion progressed and by noon entered the woods 8E o f SARPJJGUEMIHES.
Both Battalions battled  heavy small arms and 20 mm f ir e .  Along the S bank o f 
the river,' the 3d Battalion advanced rapidly and mopped up the town o f SARREIiTSMIHG 
during the morning.

At 1130 the enemy counterattacked the 2d Battalion. Erom 13 to 15 
tanks carrying infantry bore down, upon the Battalion from'HEUDICIROHM. In 15 
minutes the enemy was dispersed and the attack broken up when f i r e  from a ll  organic, 
reinforcing and Corps a r t i l le r y  was brought down'upon i t .  The rest o f the a fte r­
noon the 2d and 3d Battalions ma.de l i t t l e  gain but the 1st Battalion cleared 
STEM3ACE, a small v il la g e  bordered on the IT by the ra ilroad  tracks and oil the 
W by the SARRE RIVER,

In the 320th Infantry sector, the 2d Battalion, crossing by assault 
boats, landed on'the E shore at 0745 where enemy machine gun f i r e  was met. In 
the middle o f the Regimental zone, the 1st Battalion crossed and pushed its  
bridgehead as fa r  E as DIDERIHG, which i t  cleared. The crossing o f the 3d Battalion 
was held up at ZETTIEG by direct f i r e  from the E bank. The 1st and 2d Battalions 
gained a few hundred yards the remainder o f the day and made preparations to 
continue the next morning. Under the cover o f darkness that night, the 3d Bat­
ta lion  crossed at WITTRIIG on a foot-bridge constructed by the 60th Engineer 
(C) Battalion.

The enemy attempted a second counterattack against the Division on 
8 December when tanks and infantry-moved against t'he 320th Infantry. Once again, j  
a r t i l le r y , th is time assisted by an a ir  strike, broke up the attack. Organic
and reinforcing a .rtille ry  f ir e d  a TOT, immediatejLjr followed by the a ir  strike,*7
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During th is time, the 60th Engineer ( c )  Battalion and the supporting 
1135th Engineer (C) Group attempted to construct vehicular hridges in the v ic in ity  
o f WITTBING- and SARREINSMING hut extremely heavy enemy a r t i l le iy  f i r e  prevented 
i t ,

■Ere 137th Infantry on 8 December moved i t s  Battalions to HAMBACH, 
SILTZH3IM, and NEUEGRANGE.

I _ , f  - ,

' On 9 December the 35tll Infantry Division enlarged it s  bridgehead over ■ 
the SARBE RIVER. However, the 134th Infantry made l i t t l e  gain due to very heavy 
enemy f i r e .  She 1st and 2d Battalions held their positions and the 3d Battalion 
gained several hundred yards in capturing h i l l  371,

She 330th Infantry had more success on 9 December. Its  3d Battalion 
drove HE at 0800 and seized h i l l  311, located a kilometer N o f WITTSING. There 
i t  made contact with the 1st Battalion on the le f t  and the 338th Infantry, o f 
the 26th Infantry Division, on the right. Pushing on two more kilometers, the 
Battalion secured WEISVILLER by n igh tfa ll. Attacking in conjunction with the 
3d Battalion, the 1st Battalion reached positions 300 yards N o f the ZEETINSfflJIS- 
VILLER road when darkness came. The 2d Battalion moved E, cleared the small 
woods SE o f  ZESTING; switched it s  attack to the N, and reached the S edge o f 
the LE 1EHWALD forest.

The 137th infantry, in reserve since the beginning o f the a ttack ,. 
prepared to move into the figh t. I ts  1st Battalion was dispatched to the SN part 
o f SARREGU1MINES, closing at 0835, when i t  began clearing snipers in  SABBEGUBIINES, 
The remainder o f the Regiment moved to the ¥ bank o f the r iv e r  during darkness 
o f 9-10. December, preparatory to crossing.

Daring th is time, engineers o f the 60th Engineer (0 ) Battalion and 
the 1135th Ihgineer (C) Group had d iff ic u lty  constructing vehicular bridges across 
the r iver, Ehemy a r t i l le r y  was so intense i t  was p rac tica lly  impossible to work 
on the bridge. Despite th is handicap, they managed to complete the class 40 
bridges at SARREINSMING at 2235 and at VJITTRING at 2217. Construction o f these 
bridges was grea tly  fa c ilita te d  by the assistance o f the 81st Chemical Smoke 
Generating Company which smoked the bridge sites e ffe c t iv e ly  enough to prevent 
enemy observation. The company, composed o f Negro soldiers, accomplished i t s  
f i r s t  mission in combat despite severe a r t i l le r y  concentrations directed against 
i t .  Seven casualties were suffered.

On 10 December a l l  Regiments continued the drive to enlarge the. bridge­
head at 0730. Continuing the attack astride the ra ilroad track tovjard the HE, 
the 1st and 3d Battalions, o f the 134th Infantry, punched at strong enemy resistance 
in E01PERSVI1LER and' gained the high ground SE o f the tow  overlooking the BLIES 
HI VIS. The 2d Battalion, meanwhile, cleared out the forest o f LE GRAND BOES and 
assembled in Regimental reserve in the NW portion o f the woods.



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives 

' DECLASSlijEO /-'■
AuUtoilly f l 2 2 L i L Z J

ri.UJ2-.wM, •
■■I

At daylight, the 2d" and'od'Batt'alipmrypf-the 137th Infantry, crossed 
the SABRE- RIVER at the ra ilroad  bridge and immediately attacked, The 3d Battalion 
cleared a factory in SE SARREGUEMIHES and drove HE to seize HEfJHKIRCOT. The 
3d Battalion became engaged in  b itte r  hand to hand combat, figh ting from machine 
to machine with bayonet, r i f le ,  machine gun, and hand grenade in  a large porcelain 
factory E. o f SARREGUEIOTES. This fie rc e  figh ting continued fo r four hours before 
the enemy fin a lly  withdrew. The 1st Battalion remained in SARREGUEMBTES on the 
W side o f the r iver.

. During th is time, the 320th In fantry's 1st and 2d Battalions flushed 
the LS LEHMALD forest. The 1st Battalion then drove on to seize PETIT VIESIiTG 
EME and GRMDE VIESIMG BSE x^hile the 2d Battalion extended i i s  positions to the 
E to include the whole H. edge o f the IE LEHWALD with the mission o f holding the 
position against possible counterattack. On the right o f the 1st Battalion, the 
3d Battalion moved as fa r  H as the OH about a kilometer E o f the BE LEHWALD.'

The Division on 11 December drove to the &EBMAH "border with only the 
BLIES RIVER between i t  and GERMAN so il. During the morning, the 1st Battalion,- 
o f the 134th Infantry, entered EOLPERSVILLER, and during the afternoon, and even­
ing pushed toward 5RAUELCB1R&, The 3d Battalion cleared 3LIES-EBERSII>TG, putting 
both Battalions on the W banks o f the BLIES RIVER.

During the morning o f 11 December, the 3d Battalion, o f the 137th 
Infantry, moved on. to capture the huge airport E o f SARRHJUEMIHES and pushed on 
to the BLISS RIVER to seize EBAUMBERG. The 2d Battalion continued mopping.up 
E SARRE&UEMBTES, capturing a German prisoner o f war camp, liberating approximately 
1000 Russian, Polish, and Ita lian  prisoners o f war, some o f whom had been captives 
o f the Hazis fo r  f iv e  years. The 1st Battalion, during th is time, moved to the 
E part o f  SARR3GUEMIEES and occupied that part o f the tom .

. In the 320th Infantry sector, the 1st and 3d Battalions advanced IT.
The 3d Battalion pushed to within one kilometer o f BLIESBRUCK where i t  was halted 
by heavy enemy f i r e .  On the l e f t ,  the 1st Battalion drove to the ra ilroad where 
i t  stopped fo r  the night and sent patrols to the BLIES RIVER, The 2d Battalion 
remained in  Regimental reserve.

At 0500 on 12 December, Companies B and C, o f the 134th Infantry, crossed 
the 3LIES RIVER in assault boats and moved into the town o f SABKIRCHEH, GEMAHY.
The two companies were the f i r s t  infantry in the Division and XII Corps to occupy 
GEHMAH s o il in considerable force. However, members o f the two Companies were 
not the f i r s t  individuals to set foo t on GEIMAM ground. Previously, at 0100
on 12 December, a patrol o f one o ff ic e r  and three en listed men from Company IC, 
o f the 137th Infantry, crossed the BLIES RIVER in,to &EBMAHY, reconnoitered land­
ing. s ites on the 1 bank and returned. In HABEIRCHBI, the enemy facing Companies 
B and C was determined and stubborn and fought hard enough to prevent the Companies 
from making any further progress. The 3d>Battalion, which was to cross the r iver 
on the l e f t  o f the 1 s t 'Battalion, was "unable to do so because o f the intense 
a r t i l le r y  and small arms f i r e .  I t  remained in the v ic in ity  o f BLIES-EBERSDTG,

Ho gain was reported in  137th Infantry zone. The 1st Battalion 
began its  mission o f protecting the d ivision le f t  flank by patro lling the BLIES 
RIVER where i t  runs s“ past GftRREGDMIHES into the SAHRE RIVER end had it s  defeases
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Against a h a il of machine gun and tank f ir e ,  the 3d Battalion, of the 
320th Infantry, inched i t s  way forward to the outskirts .of the r iver town o f 
BLIESBHJCK. Resistance was fie rc e  and even with the aid o f an a ir  strike by 
P-47 Thunderbolts, the Battalion was unable to enter the town. In the le f t  por­
tion  o f the 320th Infantry sector, the 1st Battalion made preparations to cross 
the r iv e r at a point about a kilometer FW’ o f BLIESBMJCK, Assault companies pro­
tected the engineering equipment as i t  was brought forward to the r iv e r 's  bank.

The th ird  counterattack o f the month directed against the division 
occurred at 0015 on 13 December and consisted o f armored vehicles and infantry.
The brunt o f the attack was received by B and C Companies o f the 134th Infantry. 
The attack threatened the Companies1 positions in HABKIRCEELT on the S bank o f the 
BLIES RIVER. Although their lines bent, the riflemen fought back .stubbornly and 
held the ir positions. Heavy figh ting continued u n til 0400.

During the early morning darkness o f 13 December, the 35th Infantry 
Division began i t s  offensive, which, i f  successful, would force the enemy in 
the d ivision zone o f advance to do a ll  his fighting on his home ground. But 
f i r s t  a bridgehead over the BLIES RIVER, the last major obstacle before the 
SIG-ERIED LINE, had to be established, fo llow ing a successful r iv e r  crossing, 
the plan was fo r  the 137th Infantry to seize the ground in the v ic in ity  o f 
BLIESSAMSBACK, the 134th Infantry the area in the v ic in ity  o f WOLEERSHEIM, and 
the'320th Infantry:;had the lim ited objective o f HIEDER-GALLBACH, and the a,rea 
to the S o f i t ,  (See figure 2) I f  successful, the drive would place the division 
at the gates o f the SIG-ERIED LIRE,

• At 0400 the attack moved o f f  with L Company and part o f I  Company, o f 
the 134th Infantry, crossing the r iv e r  and entering HABm ROHM. There they joined 
forces with the 1st Battalion (A Company had previously crossed the r iv e r ) and 
at 0843 repulsed a counterattack in the town together^- The remainder o f the day 
was spent in holding the town and in getting the remaining elements o f the 3d 
Battalion across the r iv e r . The 2d Battalion, in regimental reserve, moved to 
BLIES-EBERSIEC-.

Also jumping o f f  to cross th e .river at 0400, the 137th Infantry suc­
ceeded in crossing elements o f i t s  3d Battalion just M o f KABKIRGHM. Extremely 
heavy f i r e  from entrenched enemy on dominating ground to the H prevented any 
other elements from crossing and those across from movement. The 1st Battalion 
continued the m ission'of protecting the division le f t  flank. This flank protec­
tion  was necessaiy because the enemy s t i l l  held the salient bordered on the W 
by the SARRE RIVER and on the E by the BLIES RIVER that sticks out l ik e  a penin­
sula at, and M o f, SARREGUEMINES.

Attacking an hour ea rlie r than the rest o f the Division (0300), the 1st
Battalion, o f the 320th Infantry, crossed the r iv e r and attacked strategic h i l l  
312, MW o f BLIESBRUCE. Against comparatively ligh t resistance, i t  reached the 
h i l l  by close o f daylight. From th is ground, the Battalion commanded the area
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as fa r N as EEINHEIM. The 3d Battalion, during the morning, smashed at the enemy- 
f i l l e d  houses in BIrlESBHDCK with the support o f tank destroyers from the 654th 
Tank Destroyer Battalion and Company C, o f the 737th Tank Battalion, hut made 
only small gains. However, hy afternoon, i t  managed to clean1 a portion o f the 
town. S t i f f  resistance continued. The 2d Battalion remained in Regimental reserve.

Heavy f i r e  from enemy held high ground N o f the BLISS RIVER continued 
to slow the progress o f the Division on 14 December. The 2d Battalion, o f  the 
134th Infantry, crossed the r iv e r at 0400 in the 320th Infant iy  zone and advanced 
to the area a kilometer 1TE o f BLIES-EBERSDIG. Clearing HABKIRCHM house hy house, 
the 1st and 3d Battalions pushed further into the town. A ll front lin e  troops 
.of the 134th Infantry were now in GERMANY.

The 137th In fantry's 3d Battalion moved i t s  remaining elements across 
the r iv e r and engaged the enemy in HABKIRCHM with the 1st and 3d Battalions, 
o f the 134th Infantry. At 1000 i t  drove toward the Regiment's f i r s t  objective.

At 0500, the 2d Battalion, o f the 320th Infantry, moved out o f Regimental 
reserve to attack N in  conjunction with the 347th Infantry, o f the 87th Infantry 
Division, and reached positions about a kilometer VT o f ELIESBRUCK, The 1st Bat­
ta lion  remained on h i l l  312 but dispatched Company A to clear the remaining enemy 
from BLIESBRUCK while the 3d Battalion attacked IT and reached positions about 
a  kilometer IT o f BLIESBRUCK.

Division and reinforcing a r t i l le r y  played a v ita l role in the establish­
ment o f the bridgehead across the BLIES RIVER and the drive into GERMANY, Piring 
numerous TOTs, harassing and in terd iction  fire s , the a r t il le ry  had devastating 
e ffec t on the enemy and was responsible fo r  breaking up several counterattacks.
The e ffec t o f the a r t i l le r y  on the enemy is  well brought out by the statements 
o f prisoners o f war taken in  th is action, as reported by d ivision IPW teams.
This is  what three o f the prisoners said:

Sergeant from the 9th Co,, 38th Regt., 17th SS Division:
The Battalion o f which th is PW was a member came into position 
on the high ground E o f HABKIRCHM, two days before he was 
captured. His Battalion received a r t i l le r y  f i r e ,  ligh t and 
medium caliber, a fte r midnight on 12 December. The a r t i l le r y  
came in concentrations and as single rounds. The PVT estimated 
there were at least 50$ casualties in the Battalion during 
the night. The a r t i l le r y  f i r e  forced them to withdraw to 
the woods to the HE. The next morning they were ordered to 
return to th e ir  o rig in a l position to prepare fo r  a counter­
attack. They were to be reinforced fo r  the counterattack 
with rear echelon troops and others.

Corporal from the 5th Co., 165th Regt., 36th Division:
The Battalion came to the area E o f HABKIRCHM from BOLCHErT 
and to the 30LCHM area from FOSBACK. The PVT stated that 
the mission o f the Battalion was to blow the bridge at 
HABKIRCHM, destroy the bridgehead, and take'up positions 
near the bridge s ite . Most' o f the a r t i l le r y  went over his 
company, but landed on the units follow ing. He said the 
a r t i l le r y  f i r e  was very heavy and accurate and that i t  landed 
struarely in  the lanes
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Chi s PW was
company commander o f the Pas. Company, formerly the Pas. Bat­
ta lion . He received an order to attack the American bridge­
head at HABKIRCHllT during the early morning hours o f 13 December.
His company moved out and was caught in  a r t i l le r y  f i r e  at 
BLEISMMGE&T. I t  suffered some casualties there and the 3?tf 
ordered his men to take cover in the ce lla rs  o f the town.
She attack was continued from BLEISMELffGM about 0500-0530
on the morning o f 14 December. His company again received
a r t i l le r y  f i r e  th is time about 300 yards Iff o f HABKIRCH® along
the road. I t  suffered a good many casualties and the attack
was broken up, A portion o f his company f le d  and the balance '
dispersed and were either k ille d  or captured. Shis attack
was to have been coordinated with an attack by the 17 SS from
the high ground to the E o f HABKIROEEff. He said he asked
fo r  a r t i l le r y  support from the G-erman a r t i l le r y  but i t  never v
came. He described the a r t i l le r y  as being very heavy and
entirely too accurate. His information indicated that the
American bridgehead was very lig h t ly  held, only four houses
in EABKIRCESJ were thought to be occupied.

The drive into Germany continued to be resisted stubbornly on 15 
December. The 134th In fantry's 1st and 3d Battalions attacked the few remaining 
strongpoints in HABKIRCHM, accouncing the town clear by noon. The 1st Bat­
ta lion  then became Regimental reserve and the 2d Battalion moved 1TW and pushed 
into BAH1TH0LZ woods by the end o f the day. The 2d Battalion held i t s  positions 
a kilometer HE o f BLIES-EBERSIHG and patrolled .the woods to the Iff,"

While the 1st Battalion, o f the 137th Infantry, continued to protect 
the d ivision le f t  flank and the 2d Battalion, less & Company, remained in Regi­
mental reserve, the 3d Battalion, with G Company attached, attacked the Regiment's 
1st objective, reaching i t  early in the morning. The Battalion continued IT, 
entered BRIETERWALD woods, where i t  received a counterattack consisting o f 5 
enemy tanks and 75 infantrymen. Driven from the S edge o f the woods, the Battalion 
f e l l  back to positions S o f b i l l  330. Supported by a r t i l le r y  and tanks, the 
Battalion counterattacked immediately but was unable to re-enter the woods.
Company B, o f  the 737th Tank Battalion, was attached to. the regiment at 1855.

c'—
Daring the morning o f 15 December, the 1st Battalion, o f the 320th 

Infantry, had Company A continue mopping up BLIESBBUCE on the Iff side o f the 
BLIES RIVER' while the remainder o f'th e  Battalion drove on to an area W o f PJilHBELM.
The 2d Battalion overcame heavy resistance and seized HIEDER-GALLBACH during 
the afternoon, The 3d Battalion supported the attack on REIHHEIM.

The push into GERMANY continued to make progress slowly. Resistance 
remained s t i f f  and comparatively few prisoners were taken. On 16 December, the 
2d Battalion, o f the 134th Infantry, was attached to the 137th Infantry and 
went into position in the 137th Infantry zone. I t  then attacked with the 3d 
Batta lion ,"o f the 134th Infantry, driving into the woods about a kilometer Iff
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o f KEIHHELM. The 1st Battalion, • '^ h T l S S ^ n ,S ^ ^ 7  Ifhich had "been protec­
ting the d ivision l e f t  flank, was re lie v ed 'o f 'th is  mission By the 2d Cavalry- 
Group during' the afternoon.

■ In the 320th Infantry sector, the 1st Battalion cleared EEBTHEIM and 
moved to h i l l  352 to maintain contact with the 3d Battalion on the right and the 
2d Battalion, o f the 134th Infantry, on the le f t .  The 2d and 3d Battalions worked 
together to attack and seize GERSHEIM. The town, separated by the BLIES RIVER, 
was occupied in  the E portion by the 2d Battalion and in the W by the 3d Battalion.

The morning o f 17 December, the Division attacked again. The 2d and 
3d Battalions, o f the 134th Infantry, continued clearing the woods N o f REIHHEIM. 
Daring the afternoon, the 3d Battalion was re lieved  by th e '1st Battalion, o f the 
137th Infantry, and moved to an assembly area v ic in ity  o f EOEPERSVILLER fo r rest 
and reorganization.

The 137th In fantry‘ s 3d Battalion attempted assault a fte r assault on 
the BREITEHKALD forest but made l i t t l e  progress and suffered heavy casualties.
Daring the night, the Battalion was re lieved  by the 1st Battalion. The 2d Bat­
ta lion  continued to clear the forest IT o f REI1THEIM,

Attacking out o f GERSHEIM into the factory area IT o f  the town, the. 2d 
Battalion, o f the 320th Infantry, seized the area, outposted to the W, and made 
contact with the 347th Infantry, o f the 87th Infantry Division. The 1st Battalion 
encountered a farm a kilometer W o f GERSHEIM strongly and stubbornly defended by 
the enemy. By dark, however, the Battalion had the farm surrounded on three 
sides. Elements o f the 3d Battalion moved to the NW to envelope the' l e f t  o f the 
enemy and assist the 1st Battalion.

On 18 December, the 134th Infantry (le ss  one Battalion) became Regimental 
reserve. The 1st Battalion was attached to the 137th Infantry and the 2d Bat­
ta lion  was re lieved  from attachment to the 137th Infantry. This r e l ie f  was effected 
during the night o f 18-19 December.

The 1st Battalion, o f the 137th Infantry, drove the enemy back in  the 
BREITERWAIiD forest and reached the N edge o f the woods. However, i t  continued 
figh ting tanks .and infantry by-pa.ssed during the advance. During th is time the 
2d Battalion was attacking BLIESMMG0T meeting strong resistance. The 3d Bat­
talion  remained in  assembly area at UEUMIRCHM and continued to reorganize.

The attack on the farmhouse by the 1st Battalion, o f the 320th Infantry, 
continued. A fter figh ting a l l  day, the Battalion succeeded in taking the farm 
at 1500. The 3d Battalion remained at GERSHEIM but had elements assist the 1st 
Battalion.

On 19 December, the Division was ordered to hold and consolidate. The 
only major a c t iv ity  was in the area o f the 1st Battalion, o f the 137th Infantry 
which repelled several counterattacks during the night o f 19-20 December.

During the morning o f 20 December-, the 1st Battalion, o f the 134th 
Infantry, received heavy counterattacks by tanks and infantry and was pushed 
back to the S edge o f the R E I IT jT E T H T f i iT  r --a



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

V •s

While th is was happening"in•"the-Division. se.Qt.or, the enemy launched 
a large scale counter-offensive against the First Army I  o f LUXMOOUEG, In 
order to he prepared to counter this blow with ready reserves, several divisions 
were pulled out of the lin e  and dispatched to that area. included was the 35th ^  
D ivision, During the night of- 30-21 December, the r e l ie f  o f the Division began.
The 345th Infantry, o f the 87th Infantry Division, re lieved  the 320th Infantry 
in it s  zone)# Late in the morning the 137th Infantry 'was re lieved  by the 324th 
Infantry, of-the 44th Infantry D ivision, The- 134 tii Infantry, already in division 
reserve, mdved hack to i t s  assembly area immediately. The d ivision assembled 
in the v ic in ity  o f EHHSTVIILER, GUESTHOUSE, GHDKDVILL1R,' RICHSLING, REMMERIHG, 
UBERKIiTGER, HGLVHTG-, and ST. JEAIT RO URBACH. The 737th Tank Battalion and the 
654th Tank Destroyer Battalion were detached from the division and sent into 
the figh t in the ARDMTES,

On 22 and 23 December, the Division moved to METZ where i t  was released 
from XII Corps and placed under direct control o f Third Army.

At METZ, the Division was completely out o f the-line f o r 1 the f i r s t  
time since i t  landed in .France on 7 July 1944. On Christmas Day, the troops, 
b ille te d  in  warm buildings in the c ity , ate a hearty meal, and were given passes 
into the town.

On 25 December the Division moved, from METZ to the area 1ST o f AELOiT along 
the BBL&IUM-LUIUEMB.OURG- border, Here i t  was to assist in the Third Army drive 
into the S flank o f the enemy salien t. For the operation, the Division was placed 
under the control o f I I I  Corps. The 654th Tank Destroyer Battalion was again 
attached to the Division.

On 27 December, the Division attacked IT without reconnaissance from 
positions along the S bank o f the SURE RIVER, with the 137th Infantry on the le f t ,  
and the 32Qth Infantry,, on the right, with .the 134th Infantry in division reserve. 
The 4th Armored Division was on the le f t  and the 26th Infantry D ivision on the 
righ t. (See figure 3)

The attack moved o f f  at 0800. The 137th Infantry moved by truck along 
a road in the 4th,Armored Division zone to a -point SW o f IIMAG-E in order to cross 
the r iver in fr iend ly  te rr ito ry  and made considerable gains u n til i t  reached 
SURRE. There i t  met b it te r  resistance and only a fter a hard struggle was i t  
able to captureTthe town.

The 320th Infantry experienced d iff ic u lty  in  crossing the SURE RIVER. 
Resistance from the U banks o f the r iv e r  was very strong but the 3d Battalion, 
on the l e f t ,  managed to wade elements across by noon. The 2d Battalion got 
a company across during the afternoon. Later the resistance lessened and by 
dark the 2d Battalion was, in  30ULAIDE and BASCHLEID3SJ, and the 3d Battalion was 
moving IT.

As the Division moved up fo r  the attack during the morning, i t  passed 
through and re lieved  the 6th Cavalry Squadron which had been holding in this 
sector.
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At 0600 on 28 December, the 35th Division continued it s  drive against 
the S flank o f the enemy salient. r  The 137th Infantry made only slight'gain ' drr­
ing the day. The 2d Battalion made small gain to the N o f SUERE and the 3d Bat­
ta lion  drove to the h i l l  SW o f VILLERS -  LA -  BONNE «- EA.TJ where very heavy small 
arms, mortar, and a r t i l le r y  f i r e  was encountered. The Battalion 's attempts to 
enter the town were a l l  repulsed. Then, to assist the 3d Battalion, the 1st Bat­
ta lion  moved out o f Regimental reserve to the le f t  o f the 3d Battalion.

In the 320th Infantry zone, the 0600 attack also made l i t t l e  gain.
The 2d Battalion drove against considerable resistance to take the high ground 
about a kilometer NW o f BASCHLEIDEN, The 3d Battalion continued it s  attack to 
the N and secured the four road junction N o f BASCHLEIDfflT. The 1st Battalion 
remained in  reserve v ic in ity  o f BOUIAIDE.

The 134th Infantry, in Division reserve, moved by motor to v ic in ity  
o f VARNACE during early morning. The 3d Battalion immediately'went into action, 
re liev ing the 1st Battalion, o f the 318th Infantry, o f the 80th Infantry Division, 
which had been attached to the 4th Armored Division.

The 29th o f December found"the Division again attacking. H-hour was 
0800. The 1st and 2d Battalions, o f the 137th Infantry, pushed to the N edge 
o f the SURRE WOODS while the 3d Battalion made l i t t l e  gain in its  drive into 
VILLERS-IA-BOFNE-EAU.

\

Meanwhile, the 320th In fan try 's  2d Battalion was engaged in b itte r  
ba ttle  with enemy around a .farm. SE o f HARLANQ-1. The attack o f the 3d Battalion 
met equally s t i f f  resistance S o f HARLANGE and gained l i t t l e  ground.

The 134th Infantry came out o f Division reserve an&_.attacked N and 
NE. The 3d Battalion, already committed, pushed toward1 LUTREBGIS and seised 
most o f the,town by dark. The 1st-Battalion moved into MARVIE,' three kilometers 
SE o f 3AST0GNE, where . i t ,made contact with elements o f the 101st A ir Borne 
Division in beseiged BASTOC-NE pocket. The 2d Battalion moved to f i l l  the gap 
between the 3d Battalion and the 3d Battalion, o f the 137th Infantry.

The enemy on morning o f 30 December launched an extremely heavy counter­
attack with tanks and infantry o f the 167th Yo'lksgrenadier and 1st SS Panzer 
Divisions against the 13?th and 134th Regiments. Companies K and 1 , ’ of  the 
137th Infantry, in  the town o f VILLERS -  LA -  BONNE -  EA.TJ were surrounded by 
elements o f the enemy and very heavy pressure was placed-against the rest o f 
the Regiment.

The 134th Infantry, h it hard by this counterattack, held it s  positions 
throughout the day. The 320th Infantry, missed, by the counterattack, jumped- 
o f f  at 0800 but met very strong resistance from HAB1ANGE and the farm SE o f the 
town.

The counterattack, which had the mission o f cutting the ARLON- 
BASTOGNE highway, was repulsed. The infantry in repulsing i t  had ranch assistance 
from the a ir corps and a r t i l le r y . The enemy was continually strafed and bombed 
and subjected to severely heavy a r t i l le r y  f ir e .
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w&q. the last y  o f December, the Division *s. t ,,empts..to attack met with 
l i t t l e  success'. Attempts to re lieve  the situation o f IC and L Companies, o f the 
137th Infantry, fa ile d  and the companies were given up fo r lost when i t  was learned 
from PVs that the companies had "been destroyed or captured.

3. She .number o f Prisoners o f War captured by the 35th Infantry Division 
during December 1944 was 1704.

4. The number o f replacements received by the 35th Infantry Division dur­
ing December 1944 was 3779.

5. Awards and decorations awarded to personnel o f the 35th Infantry Division 
during December 1944 were as fo llow s:

S ilver Star Sol Medal Bronze Star Medal A ir Medal
Reg . Post MCA OLC Reg Po s t .. - Keg Post MIA OLC Reg OLC

OFF 21 9 1 4 70 4 ' f 13 4 6

5M- 43 15 1 ___________ 3____ 1____ "207 19 7 12 1

Recommendations Fwd to, .Higher Her Awarded by Higher Ha
. Cong Medal DSC

o f Honor________ {_______________  _______DSC _____ LM__________ESM____
Reg Post________Reg- Post Reg Post : Reg Post : Reg Post

off____________________ i_.__________  off i  i ____ i ___________ i

M l  3 M 2 ; 2 1

The number o f Purple Heart Awards swarded was 369,, with 89 OLCs.

6. Battle casualties fo r  the 35th Infantry Division during December 1944 
were as fo llow s ;

K IA ----141
DOW---- 64
SWA---- 90 Battle casualties fo r  attached
LWA---- 657 units to ta l 30,
L IA ---- 122
M IA----222
CAP —-  16

c- Total 1312

For the Commanding General;

6 In cls
Incl 1.

In c l 2. 
In cl 3. 
In cl 4. 
Incl 5. 
Incl 6,

Copies o f GO #55 thru 59, Hp. 35th In f Div, 
Dec 1944.

0-1 Journal w/supporting papers,
G-2 Journal w/supporting papers,
G-3 Journal w/supporting papers 
G-4 Journal.
Three sketches. „

[CHARD 6. 'CBEDWICK 
Lt. Colonel, A, G. D. 
Adjutant General


