HEADQUARTERS III U. S. CORPS
3RD INFCRMATION AND HISTORICAL SERVICE
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23 Jsnuary 1945

ARDENNES CAMPAIGN )
320th Infantry Regiment, 35th Infantry Division
26 December 1944 to 12 January 1945

At MWETZ on the 26th of December, s Division administrative order.

directing the movement of the 320th Infantry Regt to ARLON was - issued.
. Whe? theugwiiment a:;z;i:og{a: ‘!}lzpon, it foun? ,,tget th Ig : fil}ic}(+7/,
;é;~;roéeeded ég?w;;terg LUXEMBOURG and billeted in the town éi ébODT ‘n /
IES ELL (P6234). There a fragmentary order was recelived containing in-
struotions for an attack northward across the LA SURE River to be launched
at 270800. At that time the 8th Cavalry Gp was outposting a 1ine south

of the river, the other side of which was known to contain the enemy.

Co C 654%th Tank Deétroyer Bn,‘co C 60th Engineer Combat Bn, and one
battalion of the Division artillery were in direct support of the 320th
Infantry Régt. The Division did not have an attached tank battalion.

Phe 654th Tank Destroyer Bn marchpd the ﬁight of the 26th to be on hand

_for ths attack.
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The attack jumped off at 270800 with the 3rd Bn on the left, the
2nd.Bn on the right and the 1lst Bn:in reéerve. The 3rd Bn moved to a
site at (P807433) where it was planned to build a footbridge. One sguad
waded the river, approximately wai@f deep,‘andhfééﬁed;;\amall bridgehead
to enable the engineers to oporatgi: The remainder of the battalion
crossed over this footbridge. Smgll armn\fire was received during the
engineers! operations.

The 2nd Bn crossed the riverrut (P633430) where a pariislly demolished
bridge was used by the foot elomehts. ’ ‘

At 1730 the platoon of Tenk Destroyers supborting the 2nd Bn was
100 yards east of s ford at (PE33430). (Compsnies F and G occupled 30U~
LAIDE (P6144) and Co E was in BASCNLEIDEN (P6246) by 2000.

The 3rd Bn with Cos K and I in the lead, hit FLE:ID'R (P6146) and
outpostoa the high ground bey>nd the town. 2 patrol was sent forward to
mine the crossroad at (PS17472).

(potweon 1015 on the 26th and 1815 on the 27th, the 320th Infantry
Regt had travelled 86 miles, psassed throggh three countrlies, taken over
.an unreconnoitered front line, launched an atisck, crossed a river over
which there waé no existing bridge, capture. turee towns, and taken 35
prisoners - all without a oasualty:>

During the 28th the Engineors>put in bridges across the LA SURE fthat
c¢ould carry vehiclular traffic. Late in the morning the 3rd Bn received
heavy machine zun fire from eneny positions in a wooded area at (PE25475).

The rezimental CP moved through RABROICH (PE4I8) to ARSDORY (PSi4l)
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on the 27th and to BOULAIDE (P6144) on the following day.

It bécame 1ncreasing1y.apparent that the enemy would oppose Bitterly
any further advance northward. The 2nd and 3rd Bns were‘both heavily en-
gaged. The 2nd reached the high ground at (P613465, and the 3rd BNV a line
from (P617472) northeast to (pP624477).

on the morning of the 29th the 2nd Bn was hela up at FARM FUHRMAN
(rP6149), and the 3rd Bn was metb by tenacious resiatance. At the end of
the aaj Co I was at (P615489) ana bos k ana I were south of the clearing
(P623487). puring the day the 2nd Bn was working its way through the
woods immediately south of HARLANGE (P610490). Contact had been made
with the 26th Infantry Division on the right.

The enemy held strong'positions around HARLANGE And southeast along
the road to FARM FUHRMAN. The heaviest enemy machine gun fire thus far
encountered was received. '

There was little material change on the 30th, and the 31lst was char-

acterized by -nly locsal aavances.' nuring tnis aay supporting Iires}wo;c—
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on 2 Jaﬁuéry Cos F and G.clesr;; a porthon of the wood (P6049), then
passing eastward across tre rront of Co I, secured the road from FARM FUHR-
Wil south to FLEBOUR (P6146). The 3rd Bn using three riflé companies, ad-
vanced and secured a position south of the road (P61€491-620493). The
1st Bn was attncned to the 137th Infantry Regt thereby depriving the 320th
Infantry Regt of its reserve. Tne order had been issued Werbally by the

CG at 1445 1 January.

The main enemy counter-attacx haa deen delivered on the &lst of De=-
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cember, diagonally across the front of the 320th. The enemy had to hold
the maln <0OVLEZ (P6353)-LUTRE¥ANGE (P6851) road, the axis of tha ush.
HARLANGE (P6149) flanked this road aﬁd theiefore had to be held. Thus
the regiment never reached 1its objcc&ivo. 4 sescond possibility was that
the enemy might shift his line of ﬁtﬁack and hit the 520th perpendicularly
with a maln effort. with this realiéatlon, an order was issued by Division
directing the procedure in the sventfof a counter-attack. The Uattaliohs
after destroying what might be of.vaiue t»> the enemy wsre to wit draw
southward. Such un enemy thrust did not develope

~n 3 Jsnuary Co C;}%Sth Tanlk Sn arrived to sup.ort the re iment. It
had ﬁine tanks operatibnal with one 105-mn self-propeliled gun. A

On 4 January at 0630 the 2n¢ ana 3rd Bns Jlumped off 1wkl tank support.
Reslstance was fierce and asn enemy countar-attaqk was recsived from HAR
I.ANGE by enemy troops arméd with meny sut-matice weapons. 3y 1800, iwo
platoons of T~ 7 had occupried the first four houses on the east edge of
the town. Ten srisoners had been taxen. ™hen, without warninz, the
gupporting tanks withurew., Immediately capitsllizing a2 Lhe lack of ~
support, the enemy caﬁnt:r-attacked wibth tanks and drove tue two‘;lataona
out of town. wyrin.: the day the ord #Bn supported by tans<s, had clesared
more woods on the right. in the process, fef machine juns were overrun,
€8 prienners taken, and apuroximstely 60 fermans killea.

Tane 2nd sn repelled 3 counter-attack on trne 5th which was jolrted by
three tanks and a halftrack. |

On tie Bt the lst in wae detached irom the 137th Infantry Re:t and

attached to the 134th.



on the 6th the 1st Bn of the 10lst Infantry Kegt 26th Infantry Div
relieved the 3rd Bn of the 320th, which moved to an assembly area at
BASCHLEILEN ( ) preparatory to movement by motor to BASTOINE to join
Combat Command B of tne 6th Armored Div, The order was delivered verbally
by the Division liaison officer. Relief w:is c-mpleted by 070715 January.

As of 7 January the status »f the regiment was as follows: 1lst Bn with
134th Infantry Regt, 3rd 8n with Combat Command 3 6th Armored Div, £nd Bn
holding a position southeast ana east of HARLANGE prior to relief by Tp A
28th Csavalry Sg, 6th Cavalry Gp. The hezgimental. Combat Team had ceased to
exist with the attachment‘of the 3rd Bﬁ to the 6th Armored Div.

On 8 January the 2nd Bn was relieved and attached to Combat Command
A 6th Armored Div. with the cannon company. Only Headguarters Co, the Anti-
éank Co and the Service Co remained.

At 1115 on the 9th, Lt?‘OfBrien, I.iaison Cfticer from Division, brought
Fiéld Order Wo 2 HG 8th Armored Div. It directea that the 320th reinforce
its battalions with anti-tank guns and showed the composition of task forces
formed by the 2nd ana 3rd Bns. On the 12th the 2nd Bn was relieved from
attachment to 6th Armored Div, and the ist BEn was.detached from the 134th
Infantry Rect. Roth battaiions were reaééigned to the 320th and it in turn

was attached to the 6th Armored Div to operﬁta as a Task Force.

Sources - Capt 0. E, Faubus, Asst 8-3, 320th Intantry Regiment.

Interviewer - C, J. Angulo, T/sgt.

Date of Interview - 17 January 1945.
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