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INTERVIEYW NUMBER

Unit: 320th Infantiry Regiment, 35th Infantry Division.
Action: 12 llovember 1944 to 17 Junuary 1940.

Source: Interview vith Colonel Bern.rd Ae. Byrne, Comzanding Cffiger of
the 320th Infantry Regimont.

Interviewer: Capt Jacob Goldrun

Place and Date of Interview: Regimental CP at lLunster, Germeny, on 21

ey 1945,
Maps:Series 4040, Sueets: 106, 121, 122, 137 and 15Z. 3Series 4471, Sheets:
AXV-13 =nd #,’ AAXVIT=12 and 133 XXXVI-12, 13, 14 and 153 XLXITI-133; AaLIV=l4.

. 0
Journals: negirental Journzl and After Action report.

et Person ir‘:terviet“lexpressed gifficulty in remembering the events

because of the lapse of time. (e stated that he did remember, clearly, tie
reasone for sone decisions rmude snd problems encountered, all of hich are
contained herein.
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320th Infantry Regimemt

Interview with Celenel Bermard A. Byrne, Cemmanding
Offieer, at the Regimental CP at lnster, Germsny em 21 May
19,5.

‘ PERIOD: 8 — 17 JANUARY
Merning eof 15 Janummy, 1st Battalien Attack em Oubeurecy

The tewn was expected te be strongly held, net enly because ef

1£s locatien on the ground, which cerpelled the Germans te hold ‘it
or give up the valley which it centrelled, including the tewn of
Michamps, but alse because the approachgs te it were almest a mile
of absolufely flat snew—coevered and frezen plain, making it
extremely diffieult fer the attackers.

The build-up nature fer the area dictated the wisdom ef uéing
armer which was available in limited quantities. Appreaches fer
armer, hewever, had the added cemplieation ef extremely effective
observed anti-tank fires frem acress the railread te the nerthwest.
These in turn, ceme frem an area of a neighbering unit and his |
whereabouts could never be well enough knewn to permit us to fire
en these Gerﬁan anti-tank weapens. Geed concealment made it
impessible fer us te take them out by peint fiﬁe. All of these
hestile guns were mebile, seldem firing leng Irem sne exact pesitien.
Because of the foregeing facter, it was decided te attack befere
dawn without preparatery fires and in tetal silence, in erder to
permit the infantry te ceme quickly te clpge quarters with the
enemy and then permit their supperting armer te traverse the greund

contrelled by German anti-~tank fire at high speed.
The success of this tactic was indicated by the facts: (1)

that the tewn eof Oubeurcy was entered half an hour befeore the enemy
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manned the daylight defensive pesitions on his perimeter:
(2) that ene German SP gun crew was destroyed in the act of
meunting its vehiecle and the gun capfured intact witheut firing;
(3) that a machine gun crew en the edge of tewn, nested back of the
haystack beside its weapons?mgilzfg%placea te eontrel the entire
route of appreach, was captured; and (4) that the entire battalien
staff with all but ene ef its cempany cemmanders were killed or
captured during a predawn coenferenced in the cemmand pest building,
their telephone ;g;;e to thg&ear being cut frem the eutside while
the telephene izrbuilding ceuld be heard ringing. It is deubted
that any ether means ef assault ceuld have been made without
lesses disproportionate to the value of the objective. It is
alse neteworthy, that the next tewn, Michamps, defended at that
time, was thereafter hastily evacusted by the enemy.

It was feund, time and again, that the enemy defended ineffeet
ually, even in his next pesitien and shewed threugheut the balance
of the action an everall deterieration in gquality that marked
contrast with his previous stubbern and skillful resistance in
that secter. |

PERIOD 8 NOVEMBER TO MIDDLE OF DECEMBER
Attack 8 Nevember

Whemever pessible, dispesitiomn ef battaliens fer the attack wa
made with eonsideratien te fermer defensive pesitiens eccupied by
these battaliens, in erder te achieve maximum famillarity with the
greund ever whieh advaneing forces must pass. Even with this
selection, it is felt, that the initial mevement ef the atilacking
battaliens weuld haveleen greatly facilitated, had eccupancy ef
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the areas of departure at least 244 heurs prier te the attack

been pessible. Such occupancy weuld have assured greater
familiarity with friendly engineering werks threugh which these
treeps were requiréd te pass, and weuld have permitted patrelling
by key greups in that area prier te the attack.

The plan as executed, necessitated a feet movement in
darkness and in a heavy rain ef ever five hours duratien prier te
the attack and in deep mud, in erder te bring attaeking treeps te
their line of departure. This precluded rest that the treoeps might
well have gained and the eehesien and self-eenfidence that erdinaril
results frem final erientatien in the departure area.

Furthermeore, in sﬁite of agreedment with the troeps previously
helding the line ef departure, regarding the remeval of explesiVe
engineer devices and the opening of 1ines threugh barbed wire,
this clearance had by ne means been fully accomplsied with the resu
that several elements were initially entangled in eur ewn wire, and
friendly trip flares were discharged. At minimum, it served teo
cause delays and temperary disveganizatien, and frem the nature eof
the ground it may be safely presumed that the enemy was te seme
extent alerted by these visible signs ef activity.

The plan by whieh the attack was preceded %‘-prel@nged
artillery bembardment was regarded as an indispensible taetie
in this instance. This belief is based upen the fact that the
enemy pesitiens attaekeé, had been subjected to varied and
intensive bembardment as well as several aeriasl attacks threugheut
a peried of ene menth preceding the sttack, and had not aRly se
prepared their pesitiens that maximam immenity frem sheil fire
might be expected, but were sufficiently asccustomed te bombardment

at any time either day eor night. Te have allewed destructive
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fires delivered well befere H-Hour weuld have caused such

injury as was practicable without‘serving as an alert. However,
it was felt that the preparatery fire immediately preceding this
attack at least served to awaken all enemy in the area and that
by its nature'was prebably interpreted as being a preparatery
fire.

Initial objective areas beth in the tewn of Fresnes amd the
western edge of the Feret de Chateau dé@alins were knewn te be of
such nature that armer weuld effer great assistance te foet treeps.
It is felt that the single reute of advance, which route ia turn
was effectively blecked by mines may well have been the severall
deciding facter between a rapid success and the slew diffieult
actien that actually teck place. It was heped that withrmaximum
guccess available, armer could preceed on the only uspable roeute
threugh the tewn of Fresnes, assist in its clearing, and then
eontinue on this reoute arriving ne:r the ferest in time teo assist
in subduing resistance there. Due to the afere-mentiened
difficulties, it was found that even after passing the intervening
mine fields near Fresnes, that in seme lecatiens armer could net
meve fer even shert distanees in the su.pert of treeps attempting
te clear the town. My belief thaf armer weuld be effective at
the edge of the ferest was well substantiated whem at the time
mueh later then had been decided a small mumber ef tanks were
able tc proceed under ﬁhe plan discussed,aﬁd that their entry inte
action at the edge of the ferest immediately and finally dispeséd
of resistance that up to that time still rrevented the entry of

some foot elements inte their assigned objective areas.
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Cemmittment ef the reserve battalion en 8 Nevember en the
left of the 2d Battalien was made,due to the leng peried of time
required te capture the tewn of Fresnes. It had been my initial k
hepe te have this area handled by the 38 Battalion. I feel
that the overall cause for this change of plan lies in the single
factor eof mud as an impediment to armer.

7 to /2 S Nevember ~e—p

I believe it wise te cemment upen the desireability ef
empleying treeps in censiderable depth when practicable, in the
clearance of these woods. Actien during this peried served te
further suppert beliefs alr~ady established in this respect that tl
by-pessing of enemy. greups in woeds where visibility is peor 1is net
practicable, unless the attacking formation pessesses surfficient
depth to quickly everceme any resurgent by-passed greup. If such
depth can het be created, the enly déernative, it is felt, would
be an increase in the density of initial f@rmatieﬁs, or if this
is alse impessible, mevement sufficiently slew te insure the
pregressive and total clearing ef the area as the treeps pregress.
One successful and cestly attack made by by-passed enemy en the
rear of the left (1st Battzlien) en 10 Nevember, as well as
eensiderable lesser casualties inflieted frem flamnk and rear
pesitiens threugheut the attack, sérved te well suppert this
belief. In this setien the enemy had regrouped in the battalion®
rear in sufficient numbers te successfully everrun the CP afégzzyB
kill the Compmmy Cemmander, dismupt the orgamnizatiem of the
cempany for a timq and themselves oecupy the B Gampanyﬁgecter,
the pn;iti@ns of which iﬁ:gvital to eur treeps and te the
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continued success ef our aectien. The net result of the activity
ef these by-passed groups was te halt fer a time the entire
advance of the regiment, since the whole of the 1st Battalien
was temporarily invelved in destreying this ferece and a pertien
of the bat-alion on its right diverted by necessity to aésist
in this aectien.

18-25 November

During this peried in the regiment's attack east te
Morhange, the terrain was characterized by an almost complete
lack »f routes ef cemmunication which resulted in thg@&g&g;;arrying
ef all supply, the evacuatisn of all casualties by hand,, laying eof
all cemmnicatien wire. Requests were made fer "0 weasels.
Inability te ebtain mere than twe of these vehicles at any time
and te eobtain any during a censiderable part of this eperationm
net enly created tangible deficiencies in supply whieh in turn
delayed the pregress ef the aetion, but mecessiatated earrying
parties Qﬁé censiderable numbers of men, whese services might
better have been used for other tasks. It is felt that in

Planning 1nitial
findshing for an imititied eperatien en reutes unsuitaile fer

Provisionw

the 1/L4 ten truck due te the alore-mentiened reasens,, fer wedsels

be ineluded.
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Interview with Major Thomas P. licElroy, Regimental 5-3, at the Regi=-
mental CP at Munster, Germany, on 21 May 1945.

8 January to 17 January

On the morning of 8 January the lst Batitalion of this regiment was
attached to the 134th Infantry, and the balance of the regiment was .fight=
ing in the Harlange sector (599-499). That morning the remainder of the
regiment was attached to the 6th Armored Division, which at that time was
in the vicinity of Bastogne. The 3d Battalion was attached to GCB of the .
were atteched #o CCA, LT Armored Division, The 3 Bitfation was -g:,.,lé_:.:{: Cc_:.c“f;f;ﬂt; 2d A-m'_lm.
6th Armored Division, and the 2d Battalion and Cannon Companyswere di épateched
separately to CCA just south of Bastogne. The regimegtal headquarters and
the Anti-tank Company moved to Martelange (565-389). From that time until
midnight of 10 January, the regimental headquarters had no troops under its
command except the Anti-tank Company and remained in,Martelange'wgile_all )
of its battalions were fighting, the 2d and 3d Battalions fighting under tha
6th Armored Division snd the lst Battalion fighting under the 134th Infantry.

About midnight 10 January, the regiment less the 3d Battalion reverted
$o the 35th Infantry Division control. At t.e same time the 2d Battalion
and Cannon Company were attached to thé 134th Infantry. Thus our lst and
2d Battalions and Cannon Company were attaéhed +o the 134th Infantry. The
34 Battalion remained attached to the 6th Armored Division, We were still
without any troops.

On the afternoon of tie 12th the regiment was agein attached to the
6th Armored Division. The 2d Battalion became division reserve of the 6th
Armored Division, and the remainder of the regiment assembled in the north-
east section of Bastogne and was organized into c;mbat Team Byrne, consist-
ing of the regiment less the 2d Battalion, the 68th Tank Battalion, Compaﬁy
C of the 603d TD Battalion, Troop A of the Béth Cavalry Squadron, the Z12th

Armored Field Artillery Battslion, thne 216th Field Artillery Battalion and
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the T75th Field Artillery Battalion.

T

The snow on the ground was approximately one foot deep. ‘The visibility
was fair, althouzh the weather was coldes Some slush was begiﬁning to form,

At 0830, 13 Jamuary, CT Byrne attacked northeast toward 1 champe (617~
622)s The attack was made on a relatively narrow front comparéd to aur for-
mer actions, The 1018t Airbourne Division wa: on our left‘f;’a'ﬁ‘d'the 6th
Armored Division on our right. Our lef'bf:;;;tad on a railroad which raﬁ from
Bastogne to Bourcy, and our right?r':;; alon.g a8 trail wiich ran generally two
kilometers south of the railroad. We met very deiermined resistance from thé
Germah S5th Paratroop Division, and by mid-morning the two assault platoons
of the 3d Battsalion reached the rmorth edge of thair objective, tne woods at
602=-602, where they were forced to withdraw by enemy infantry supported by
taﬁks and SP guns. Our tanks were of little helpe As rapidly as they approad ed
an attacking position, they were desiroyed by fire from the German tanks and
SP guns., During this operation, the tank company commander of the tanks, sup=
porting the 3d Battelion was killed and tank support was disrupte;d.

By the time darkness fell, we wem able to secure a favorable position
along the edge of the woods through the assistance of the 502d Airbourne
Regiment, and the 3d Battalion wes dug in at 597-607 to 589=597,

It was determined that about the only way we could reduce the resistance
of the Geymans within those vwoods was to set an air strike on it. Therefore,
during the night I made the necessary plans and arrangements with the Sth
Armored Air Support Officer to have an air strike with fizhter planses, using
Nepon bombs and strafing the woods immediately to the framt of the 3d Bat=
talion,

During the followin:; morning on 14 January., 1st Lt Sidney Silverman,
acting as regimental zir officer, ‘acc‘ompanied. an =ir support party to a posi-

tion in defilade east of Bastogne, where thiey were on line vith the target.
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From a nearby hill they could observe the target, and Lt Silverman and the
air party from that position guided tihe planes to tae target. The strike
was delivered at 0925 in the morning, but the napon bombs did not have the
effect in the woods which nzd been anticipated and desired. %We had hoped to
burn the woods down, but either because of the snow or defects in thes bombs,
the woods did not burn. There were, however, numerous explosions ih the
woodsy and ~hen the lst and 3d Battalions atéhcked throuzh it, they found
numerous enemy dead, several destroyed German tanks, an abandoned Germen
Command Post and a high frequency radio station. The woods was secured bj
1430,

On the morning of the 15th the 1lst Battalion attacked before dawn
without any artillery preparation to seize the town of Qubourcy. Company
Ay the leading company, cleafed the town after an all-day house-to-héuse
fight and captured an erntire enemy battalion, including the battalion com-
mander and his staff, The battalion commander admitted the enemy in the
torm were taken completely by surprise. We got his diar&. It had the fol-
| lowing entries made before downs "i think I hear the Americans coming, but
I am ready.," Iiis last entry was, "Soon I shall be a prisoner."

The 2d Battalion, which was returned to our control during the day,
was committed on the left of the lst Battalion, where they rapidly drove
the enemy from the woods immediately west of the town of Oubourcy. Tae 3d
Battalion, on the right of the other two battalions, also made limited gains.

On the morning of 16 January we again attacked after an artillery prep-
aration to seize the towm of lHichamps, and by mid-morniné we had secured
the tovn against light opposition, taking numerous vrisoners.

We were then ordered to continue the attack and seize the woods and.
road sout: of Bourcy. That partiecular road wés essential to the Germans as

a supply route in order to maintain their résistance in front of the 26th

Divisions Our orders were to seize the road and cut the enemy off. At
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1145 we began the aitack with the lst and 2d Battalions with a company of
medium tanks attached to each of them, The 10lst Airbourne had requested
an airstrike on the towvm of Bourcy. Something happened to tnat strike,
because onie ‘or vo Bombe kit the venter of fhe town of Michamps, and wiile
it did not hurt any of our personnel, it did disrupt the attack and caused
a two hour delay in the jump-off, The attack continued tuarougnout the after-
noon and night, and by mid-mnrhing of the following day, 17 January, posi-
tions which dominated tie Bourcy-Longvilly road were gained.

On 18 Jenuary the reziment was released from the contrél of the 6th
Armored Division and relieved by thé 134th Infantry, after waich it moved
back to the vicinity of Bainleze ir 35th Infantry Division reserve. During
tiis entire period, enemy artillery fire was generally heavier than any
other period in o;r combat experience, aspecidily in the enemy use of SP
guns. In our attack on Oubourcy, the Germans fired openly on marked ambu=
‘lancas and peeps flying the Geneva Convention insignia.

8 November to 26 December

The regiment attacked from the edge of the Gremecy Forest through the
134th Infantry on 080600 November with the 3d Battalion on the left, the 2d
Battzlion on the risght and the lst Battalion in reserve, to seize the town
of Fresnes. The attack was preceded by a one~hour artillery preparation.
The mission of the 3d Battalion was to seize Fresnes and that of the 2d
Battalion to take the enemy positions on the western edge of Foret de
Chateau Salins.

The 3d Batialion seized the tovm of Fresnes by 1000 after a house-to-
houge fizht. The 2d Battalion entered the edge of the Chateau Salins Forest
in the afternoon after a bitter fizat ccross an open, bare fielde The town
of Fresnes had been a sore spot in our ﬁctiog in the Gremeey Forest area

during the m eced:ing month. It was a focal point for the supely of German
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troops in that area znd was exceedinzly well defended:by excellent crtillery,
numerous mortars and by = determined enemy, deeply dug in. I estimote that
Fresnes, at the time it wus attacked, wes held by a German battalionf Bach
dey during the month preceding the attack, Frusnes had been .ieavily shelled
by our ovn ertillery, and after ve nad weized the tovm ther: was nothing

left but & shell. It was almost totally razed.

After 2 bitter fight across an open field, the le.:ding elements of tne
24 Battalion entered the edge of tlhe Chateou Salins Forest by afternoon.
Almost immediately, tne eremy opened up with very heavy sritillery and nortar
concentrations end enfilade macime “un and small ~oms fire and eompelled
them 4o withdraw from the woods with heavy 105363. Another effort was made
hy the battaiion during t+e afternoon to re«enter the woods, but it vas
unsuccessful, ﬁndrha bettalion took up nositions clong a railroad cut and
embankment in the open field and held'those sositions throughout the daye
Re~iment then ordered the lst Znttalion up in Qrdér to block ihe Zap hetreen
the 2d and 3d RBettalions.

e attsck was resumed on the 9th of ilovember viti the 2d Battzlion
attacking in the southern sector and t:e lst Battzlion in the north sector
of the vestern edge of the rorest. The 3d Battalion, in regimentzl reéerve,
was gtill “usy monping up Fresnes. 3By thic end of tae day tic lst and 2d
Battalions after much heavy fi%hth:g rore chle to resch our »hase lire
"yiector", exterding cemerally from 064-305 to C7uU-Z»7 and then southeast to
0R5=288. |

The attack throuch the he:vy 'ods continued the folloving day, 1¢
November, The 3d Battzlisn presed f-roush the 24 Luttalione The Figiting
vas ver'y neavy, snd by darrness both buttelisns Lud soacaed o line extending
fras 093-294 to 721-297. The aitack contimi.d on 11 November, &nc Dy 4

rorninzg of 12 November €:5 2d znd 34 a'tallone had reachcd tw regimental
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objective, the eastern edge of the forest. This forest had been well pro =

pared by the enemy for a period of some six weeks, Enemy defensive instal-
lations were deeply entrenched and had excellent artillery support. The
trees were very heavy, and our casualties from tree bursis were heavy.
There were only a few foot paths through the woods, and a_;upply was difficult.
It rained continuously, and the weather was cold. The show had disappeared,
and the ground was very muddy. The men had not yet been given shoe pacse

Prior to the attack, 3d Army (leadquarters o‘rdered that no overshoes be
worn in the attack, ad that they be left in company supply piles. We
requested permission for the men to retain their overshoes because of the
mud and cold and the possible increase of trench foot. Permission was denied
on th;a theory thaet the infantry could move faster and eagier in the attack
without the overshoes, This theory was partially born out by the 2d Bat-
talion in its attack when it had to cross tiwrouzh a sactdr of enemy barbed
wire. The men claimed that if they had had overshoes on, they v.rould préb—
ably have been caught on the wire, whereas, without them they could move '
with relative ease. Lowever, as a result there vwas a relatively .igh pe;-
centa~e of trench foot. | |

On 13 Novenber the regiment was 'placed in division reserve in the vicin-
ity of Vaxy vwhere it remained until the 14th. On that day the 2d Zattalion
was nade available as regimental reserve for the 134th Infantry and moved
to Pevange.

On 17 November the regiment moved to the vieinity of Morhange and on
18 November resumed the attack in the sector of the 134th Infantry east of
lorhange. The regimental objective was the area including tie tovms of
Helling, Ins™ing =nd Kappelkinger. e atiacked every day taereafter for
seven days throus: col- aﬁd et weather wer .*[:errain ciaracterized by

slmnost o total lack of routes of communication, wh:icl made liand earrying
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of both foéd and ammunition normal.

On the 25th of November the regimental objective was reacheds The
tovn of Lenning, where our CP was, was lécatad on the right boundary of the
35th Infantry Division. The railroad rumning through Lenning was the bound-
ary between the 35th and 26th Infantry Divisions, and the town of Lenning
vas the only town as far as 1 Enow in the entire corps sector thatrwas
undemaged by fire of any kind. This was due to-the faet that thg line wvas
so drawn that we thought it was in the 26th Division sector and the 26th
Division thought it was in our secto#, . Consequently, nobody shoé at it.

On 21 November the 24 Bﬁttalion was engaged in an effort to weize the
town of Grening, situated in a}hollow surroundadrby a ridgé. The battalion
had surrounded the town from three sides on this ridge. Because of the very
determined resistance by the enemy with heavy artillery, mortar and tank
fire, they'could not get into it. During the night a German tank began fir-
ing at the 2d Battalion from a nearby hill. We had no knowledge of a tank
ever being there, since no tanke had been heard moving in that viginity.
When the tc&n nad been secured on 23 November, we found tlmt the Germens had
rigged up a block and tackle system, and by means of a winch had pulled the
tank up_on the hill and opened fire at us. Because of this, the tank could
not be eard being moved into position. After firing a few rounds, tae tank
started its motor and bucked dowvm the hill.

On 27 November the regiment less the lst Battalion moved to Pontpierre
and assembled there asg tne division reserve. The lst Battalion remained in
place, attached to the 137th Infantry, and again joined the regimaht on 28
November.

On 1 December the regiment moved to the vicinity of Kappelkinger and
on 4 December forced a crossing of the Liaderbach River witl the mission of

seizing the west bank of the*Saar River. The Rd and 3d Battalions were in
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the assault and tho 1st Dattslion in reserve. Tho rezirent continued its
sdvance over svampy ground and in rainy and vet weathefland on 8 December
resched the west bank of the Saar River, including the tomms of Siltzheim
and Wittring., The resistance of the enemy fram the Haderbach ikiver to tae
Jaar was not overly'éevare but was chafacterized again by very poor routes
of communication.

On the mornine of 8 December the 1lst and 2d Battalions effected by
stealth = crossing of the Saar River and the cnnal vhich neralleled it.
The crossinz wos mde by engineer assault boats menned by our ovm infantry
troovs, snd in one case the lst Batdalion crosred the canal by moens of an
under water tunnel vhich they w»d iocated. The eremy on thic opposite benk
=as taken comnletely by surprise, and ihe greater part of.the defendaing
nmts mers ert er captursed or killed.

On © Deeember the 34 Batt-lion crossed the Szar in %1ic vicimiiy of
mttring by mesns of su engineer constructed foot bridge. lo artillery
sreprration vreceded this crossing, althouzh the reziment, as in thc hrior
crossing, had & srest desl of artillery becking it up whic: was ussd on
locntad targets afior the assnalt Léd begun. Ti.e main bridge across tie
Soar st Tittring 2ad been hlovm by tihe enemy and tho river at tood tine
wae floving very r&pidiy. Thie river at tiat noint vaus zhout 75 yards wide.
But t.e actual s~un of the bridse wus some 200 yurds hocause of the width
of the c¢iormel in viideh tle river floweds “he sast bank of tas river .ivld
by tae eneny vas 2 preci~itous cliff srhotted vith numerous conervte pill
hoxes vith excellent "ields of fire unon 21l spprozches 1o thé rives liﬁe.
Hovever, magst of tiiese »ill boxes were discovored %o be unoccunied.

By 12 December the rogiment had advanced to thie sout’: bank of the
Blies iiver. #rom this nosition they could fire irto tas to'm of Bliesbruck

" , . al " ,
(57-59). 1In 3" a’ternocom thiz first members of thu rezinent - aded %ue Tlies
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Aiver and erossed hae L oternctiomal boundary into Germeny. The 3d saitilion
crossed the Bliss miver azcin by stealth and csuzhi the sneuy completely by
eurnrise. The ensmy vositions were circumvented and attacked from ta¢ rear,
Gerrian soldiers in %iheir foxholes vith their rifles simed at the bunk where
our troops nad been —erc found assleep. The 3d Battclion advunced ortiy,
and on 16 Deceuber Hook th: town of Reinneim azainst scaticred resistaices.
The 24 Battalion, meanviile, had natrolled into the to™n of Hiedargailbgch,
Germany and on the 18th seized this town, the first ton ile rcgiment cap-
tured in tie German iteich.

On the 21lst of December the regimental staff was contacted early in
the =orninz by a representative of tip 346th Infantry kegiment, 87th Infantry
Division, and advised that'the 346th Infantry was to relieve the re.iment.
We had no knowledge of a relief and after frantic calls to division,ware
authorized to be relieved in thc sector. By nightfall the 3461k Infantry
had relieved all of our elements, and this regiment had moved into an assem=
bly area in the viecirity of {olving.

On 23 December we began o movement to iletz over a route vwhich vas
changed three different times after its original issue by division head-
quarters, the chanzes being necessitated by German air attacks on Allied
convoys. The regiment moved into an old German barracks at iietz on 25

Deecembera



