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23 Battalion, 320th Regiment

Interview with Lieutenant Celenel Jeseph D- Alexander at Bn

GP,Warendorf, Germany on 24 May 1945.

On 6 January the battalien was in centact with the enemy in
the woods north and east ef-Hsllange(§3~uzl It was badly in need
of reinfercements and rest. It had spent 8 to 9 days in the snow
without relief and continually in contact with the enemy. The |
strength of each rifle company had dwindled to appreximately 50

men. During the @ame day we were ordered to proceed to Bastegne
(?5-5&)tc relieve elements of the 6th Armored Divisien. We were
relieved en line by elements of the 1st Battalien,6 101st Infantry.
The relief took place befere dzwn at 0700 the fellewing morning
while we were still in partial contact with the enemy. The
pattalien then procesded to Bastoegne where it clesed prier te
noon and was quartered in the partially wrecked buildings, throughé
that day. |

On the evening of the 8th this batt~lion proceeded te relieve
the L9th and 50%Armored Battalionsof CCB, 6th Armered Divisien.

The battalions being relieved were helding a defensive line
located on the high ground north and east of Bastogne rocughly
extending frem the railread at Pent de Pierre(§u859§)east to
Bizery(§959)and centinuing ssuth te the town of Ment’lS?Sf)where
it jeined up with another battalien of CCB. This battalien took
ever the ares held and continued its defense. A cempany ef tanks
of the 6th Armered Division was attaéhed teo the battalion and the
whole team was named Task Ferce Alexander.

There was little or no activity to our front except speradic

enemy patrelliﬁg. We weré subjected occasienally te enemy SP,
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gntiddenc tank and artillery fire. The battalien from the very
outset was very substantially reinferced by censiderable
artillery suppert and responded with counter battery fire many
times, using seversl battaliens at a time.

On 9-12 January there was ne change in the situatien. The
battalion continued te hold its present pesitien and was
sub jected to the same eneny fire. At 0900 13 January, the battalie
attacked with twoe eompanies abreast, Cempany K en the right and
Company L on the left,aibuklg;;?with the missien eof seizing the
woeds at 578602. The battalion was te advance te the north, coordi

and

ating with the 10lst Airberne Divisien on our left, #&& CCB ef the

6th Armered Divisiaéj;;s attacking en our right in the direction
of the tewn of Mageret(§O53) Altheugh considerable artillery

and mertar fire was enceuntered, the battalien was able te

advdte te tﬁe ob jective. Eeth cempanies were in pesitiens abreast

and faeing generally te the northeast, qupany K on the right at
the edge of the weeds at 592602 and Company L at 598604. Jhe

reserve €Gempany, Cempany I ,was meved from the area &reund Bizery te

the left rear of the battalien at 588602.

At 1330 Company L,supperted by the remanants of a cempany of
tanks‘was @Pderedei.?Eiiglt the weeds at 602602, Twe platoons wea
ahte and seme tanks entered- the woods from the northwest. The
riggt plateon and the remaining tanks advanced from the southwest,
up a slight dee inte the spen jround between the weeds from whieh
they jumped off and the ob jective. Hsre they were taken under very
heavy SP an® tank fire. Twe of our tanks were disabled and several
casualties suffered ineludinéltank.platman leader and a plateen lea
er efrCompany L. ~ue te the fierce resistance in thge wooeds the tw
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plateons which had entred the woods were forced to withdraw te
their erignal pesitien igi%oods at 59860L4.

Communications were good in that good constant centrel was
maintained through the use aé?%éakradie. The snow was appreximatel
1 inches deep and the weather was gitgawime clear and cold.
Evacuatien difficulties were ereated by the inaﬁﬂity te reach the
wounded and the dead because of the heavy eneny small arms fire.
Hewever,the.waunded were gradually evacuated by sled and jeep.

During the evening plans were effected te have an air strike+?
fellewing day, on the woods offering the stubbern resistance.

At 1100 ,14 January, American planes using Napen bembs, bombed and
sirafed the weeds immediately te our frent. It had been hoped te
burn the woeds dewn but for seme unknewn reaseﬂfgreesz did net burn
T™he effectiveness of the bombing and the strafing was later discles
when we enteped the woods. Numerous enemy dead were found. Radie
and telephone equipment indicated that an enemy battalien CP had
been lecated there andq:'l':‘l:.e weods s defended by a sigzable ferce.

On 15 January this battalion reverted te regimental reserve.
Companies I & L were located in the woods at 602602 and pretected
the right flank of the regirment. Yompany—F—prrteched—tae—pight
Aremi—of-the—regiment. Cempany K pretected the left rear from

')#s original #bs positien in the weeds te the west. During the day,
the 1ot Battalion seiad the town of Oubeurcy. The 2d Battalien
attacked teo the left of the 1lst Battalien threugh the woods and
continued te the nertheast. This battalion supperted the regimente
attack, by blecking and guarding numerous vital areas on the left

of the regimental zene. A pertien of Cempany K was sent te the

woods at 598615. Gompany I was sent te the area in the vicinity of
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Quarry (609627) until,lst Battalion cleared Oubeurch after which

it advanced to the northeast axnd occupied Oubourey.
On 16 Janusry the lest and 248 Battalions attacked to the

nertheast to seize the tewn ef Michamps. The 3d Battalien

effected numerous read blecks te the nerthwest and seuthwest te
secure these aress in suppert of the assault battaliens. While
in this afea, the battalien eccupied dug outs and fox heles
eriginally occupied by the Germans. In some cases shattered haﬁses
which were barely standing were eoccupied. Shelters fermerly held
by the Germans were found infested by bedy lice anél £ilth but
were cleaned and used. The battalien was relieved at Miehamps‘
by the 238 Battalien, 134th Infantry,on 18 Januogy and with

the regiment meved inte assembly area in the vicinity ef Sa\inlez
(?BhB)in Divisien reserve,

PERIOD: 8 NOVEMBER TO 2l DECENZER

At 0600,8 November, this battalion attacked in its zene with

the missien ef éeizing Fresnes @mzzla strongly fertified town
which apparently was the center of commmnieatiens fer that area.
Arter a ene hour artillery preparatien,the battélien meved sut
witgfcompanies abreast, Cempany K en the right and Cempany L en

the 1eft::G@mpany I remninga'in suppert. Comiderable small arms ,
artillery and mertar fire was encountered on the jump off and
numereus caéualties resulted. Company L,advancing aleng the north
south road leading to Fresnes, secured Hill 282 te the left thereof
and continued nerth aleng the stream tawards Fresnes. Resistance
was extremely heavy in this area because of the numerWous fortified
heﬁsesbristling with machine guns aleng the stream beds and across

the open ground in front of Hill 282 ,and Cempany L was pinned dewn.
-4 -
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Company K advanced slowly and by 1500 reached the vieinity ef
ou8271, east of Hill 282,meeting stubborn resistance and heavy
smallarr-ns fire from the vicinity of Fresnes. Cempany L,although
having suffered heavy casualties, held firmly and eccupied the
enemy ,while Cempany K continued to slowly advance te the nerth.

By 1700, Company K had reached the cemeterg at 040274, where it
was pinned down by the same type of enemy fire.

At this gint m:;rﬁered te cress the stream to the wesi
of the Hill 282 and attempt an entry into the town from thewegt
while the other two companies continued the attack from the seuth.
The hgavy machine guns supported the attack from the edge of the
woods at O4726l and QF3266. The mertars of Cempany M supperted the
at ack from the road junction =t 049263. By dusk Cempany K andL
had entered the tewn from the south and elements of Cempany I had
been able tc maneuver to 2& right and enters®¥ it froem the west.
Hemse te heuse fighting centinued througheut the night and the
morning o;:;mt day' 9 Nevember. Appreximately 150 P¥'s were taken.
By noen, the town was cleared. Postions in and areund Fresnes were
conselidated and the battalien reverted to regimental reserve.

On 4= 10 November this battalion passing through 24 Battalion
attacked te the east mte?&mteawifalins woods with twe companmies
abreast, Cempany K on the rightheempany I on the left, Company L,
in reserve®p was te move on battalien order. The woods W=
extremely raugh)heavily wooded and muddy making movement difficult.
The effny was disposed with numereus delaying positions threughout
the entire length of the forest whigh harrassed our troops and glow
up the movement. By nightfall the battalion had been able teo reack
and sccupy & line extending frem 08329l to 091297. The attack
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was continued the follewing merning 11 November, to the nor theast
through the woods, and by the end of the day vesitiens extending
from 092315 te 097312 were reached. On 12 November the battalien
continued the attack in a celumm of companies with Cempany K
1eading,and h ving met very little resistance,made a rapid advance
te the battalien ebjective the high ground in vicinity ef 119-328,
eccupying it by 1530 that daye.

During the aperatioq&n the weoods frem 8-12 November the weathe
had been rainy. There were only a few foet paths through the
woeds'and supply and evacuatien were extremely difficultx. As a
result of these factors and the enemy résistonce, blanket rolls,
and rations were often late in ceming up to the com -anies. Severs
cases of trench foot had te be evaucated. This phase of combat
was the most trying of the combat experiences of this bottalion.
Both EM and efficer casualties were high. |

On 13 November the 320th Infantry regimenpreverted te Divisier
reserve, and this battalion assembled in Vannecourt(}3032! The reg
ment remained here in reserve until iﬁggﬁé?ﬂbveﬁber when it displac
to the town of Morhange(?O—}G) Reinforcements were received in

this'town and the company strenth increased te 70 per-cent.

Jn 15 November, when the regiment resumed the attack ,this
battalion remained in reaserve in the vicinky of Racrange \21-36)
TLater in the day it was committed in an attacﬁ?the nor thwest to
ouptflank the resistance holding up the attack cf the 24 Battalion,
by advencing along the road extending‘ffz?zygfhiﬁgiiiaﬁizﬁ?ﬁt to
Virming(?8—39) Companies L and K,abreasﬁgled the attack, Gempany

AT An inTEEYrAL ©F Yoo ydS
I followed as suppara. Artillery and —ortar Tire and sone small
arns were enc-ountered all along the route. By the end of therday
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the battalion was in position in the woods at 233377, It continued
the attack the following day |19 November,advancing northeast along
the road leading to Viriing, in the same formation as the previous
day. Casualties were mounting heavily. When the forw:.rd elenents
reached - point short of Bermering, &5—37) they came under heavy
enemy small =rme and artillery fire and were pinned dovm. In the
afternoon the battalion w.s reinforced by a company of tanks of the
Lth Armored Division. The advance continued to a point about 500
yards east of Vierming where the tonks dEspleyed énd supported the‘
advance »f Company K,which entered the {’.own fromthe southwest, and
the advance of €ompany L which entdered the town from the west. Th
toon was entwed at dusk. Approximately LO P"'s were taken. Tgnk
and artiilery fire had eeem very badly burned and shattered the {ow
Several fires were still burning. The battalion outposted the town
and rerained there for the night.

At 0800,20 November, the battalion attacked in its zone, with
" two companies abreast, Co:ﬁpany K on the right and Cempany L on
the left. The initial ebjedtive, the town of Obrick LZS—}?)-"Nas_’k
overrfun with the attgched company of tanks, and the attack “;gg:u,.,
towerd the northeast to seize the town of Francaltroff L31—LLO)
Companies L and K were halted along the road running from V.'rming t
Francaltroff at a point 600 yards southeact of the ohjective by
heavy eneny fire. Company I,i?eserve company, was then ordered to
execute an e:veloping movement to the left and en:er the town from
the northwes: while the other two companies eniered from the s~uth
and southwest. The supporting tanks continued batiering the towff'%

Aaod
the southwest. By nightfall} the battalion,entered the tesn from

nopth
three directions,south, southwest, and _were west, with one company
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from each of these directions. The enemy however,withdrew from the
town to the nosrtheast before our trooos en&red,ananhknunfﬁeavy.&eu-
artillery and nertar fire?fﬁto the town as our troops ent#ered and
continued 3 throughout the night and the following morning. Thgzz
was moderately dccupied by Frecnh civilians, most ef whom were
hiding in the cellars at the time of our entry and appeared none
teo friendly towards the liberators of the town. Under the
circumstances,eur troops were compelled to treat them as enemy.

The town had been badly hit by both friendly and enemy artillery
and mortar fire and appreximately 20 per-cent of the buildings

were badly shattered but none razed, as was the case after we
entered the aerial bombarded areas.

At 1100121 November’this battalion was passed@ through by the
2d Battalion of this regiment in the attack on Grening,\}G-hg)and
became regimental reserve. At 0630, 22 November, the battalion

was committed on the right eof the 2d bBattalion to assist it in the
attack on Grening with twe assault companies abreast'cempany L en
the right and Cempany K on the left. Enemgy infantry, supperted
by artillery and tanks w&Reencountered at approximately 0900,
and after continuous and severe fighting in the rain and mud,
this battalion gained the woods at 344L427. It attempted te advance
through these weods but was pinned down by twe enemy tanks and
heavy mertar,machine guns and a;tillery fire in the vicinity ef
3,9,29, A request for TD's was made to regiment in order to

» 5r““
destroy the resistance caused by theﬂ%anks to our left frent. Our

artillery suppert coeuld be used to only fair advantage because of
the fact that the tanks were in obhservation only a small part of the
-8 -
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time. The merfltars ef Cempany M were in poesition on the high
greund to the west resdy to support an attack on the tewn. While
the TD's were engaged in seeking out the tanks, Company L sent
three 8-men, officer-led, patrols inte the town from the west. .ihey
concealed therselves in houses uhén they notedtenemy tanksc;;;gglg
up and down the town. When the town was entered by one of the
patrols it came face to face with a German soldier. The patrol
opened fire, but the enemy ssldier was able to conceal himself.
and eseapedunharmeqqgiater guided the enemy tanks to the house
where our patrols had apﬁ?ently taken shelter. The enemy tanks
made a hasty search of the buildings calling for -~ur soldliers teo
surrender. A few did surrender but -others who had taken refuge

in the upper floors of the buildings which were not searched did
not ome out when ordered to do se by the enemy. The tanks fired
several shots into thege buildings at random and departed, Neo
casualties were suffered. Theappeared to be no other enemy in
the town. The patrols remained in the town all night and at 0700,
2% November, the entire battalion entered the town’unopposedrand
took mnossession.

At 1100 the same day; this battalion was ordered to seize
Nelling@n-ul),ana it was @ecided to test the town for resistande
with one patrol from Compaﬂy L,consiming of one platoon. The patro
made it s way to the town unopposed. Thereupon, the balance of the
compeny moved in and wﬁs later followed by the remainder of the
battalion.

At O&OO‘QM November,this battalion was ordered to seize the
towms of Insming(??—uo)and Renning(?5—39} Platoon patrols were
sent forwsrd to reconnoiter each of thse towns. They were found
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unoccupied by the enemy and,organized by the battalion for
defense until 28 November.. In this area too, the Fremmh civilians
apparently strongly resented being liberated and were unfriendly.
Ags a consequence, we treated them us Germans.

on 28 November, this battalion along with the balance of the
regiment assembled at Pontpierre(g04+9)in Division reserve, and
on 1 Decem:er, moved to:;ssembly area =t Kappeliinger 39@&1.‘ At
0300 the latter day the b:ttalion set up defensive positions and
égiiiiag the LLth Armored Infantry Battalion. Company L was
dispatched:Uberkid%r Q?hﬁE,)Gampany K to Eﬁrbach[&ﬁp&S)and Company
to Steinbach(?Q-&B) The battalion miséion was to protect the righ
flank of the Division. It remained im pewition until 3 Deceumber Ll,
when the battalion assembled at Hirbach (L3L6).

At 0600 Yy December, the battalion attacked in a colum of
companies with Company K leaainngolloWBd by Companies L and I
respectively, with the mission of seizing Didering 43-46 before
daylight. The leading elements of Company K overcame the enemy

outposts »f the town, taking many of them prisoners and cleared
it against scattered small -rms fire.*eting such little opposition
empd they proceedéd across the Maderbach River on an c<vailble
b&*dgeig} 0930 entered the town of Bet;ering\ﬁ}—u6’against light
oppositioq consisting of sniping and scattered small srms fire whic
they set about to mop up immediately. During the action consideraﬁ
small arms fire was streéming in from the vicinity »f the cemeterfly
at Holving (LLLE)

While Company K was mopping up Bettering, Company L was ordere
toseize Holving and overcome the wenemy resistance in the vieinity

of the cemetery. A c-reful reconnaicsance indicated that the area
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east oﬁ Bettering to Holving was a slight ridgs containing vell
dug pill boxes. They were later discovered to be uneecupied.
Wxcellent artillery support was given the attacking companies
throughout the morning. Prior to the jump off b& Company L, our
suppoerting artillery ané the heavy ;:%5;% of Company H pla~ed

very accurate and effective concentrations of fire on the ridge an
the area in and around the cemetery. When the fires were lifted
Company L closed in from two sides, took the area around the cem=ten
4nd captured 32 ?w's. Company K having completed the mop up of '
Bettering, entered Holving from the north, meved theough the town .
énd found it necessary to clear a number of buildings to the

south and west, taking another 18 P’'s. The battalion occupied
the three towns foe the balance of the night.

On 5% December at 1100 the battalien moved te an assembly
area in Grundviller (4L49) and was there ordered to take the town c
Hambach (4951). Heowever, the 2d Battalion ef this regiment had
o eccupied the tewn without oppesitien when the battalien
arrived there at 2315.

At 05@@,6 December, the battalion moved to Siltzheim(§1-53)in
preparation fer an attack te the northeast inthe direction of the
Sarre River. A combat patrol from Cempany K was sent to Zetting
\?6-53\with the mission of reconnoitering the enemy situation;;:;é;a
iﬁvestigating the condition of the bridge directly east of the towm
as a means of crossing the Sarre River. A patrol from Yompany L
with a similar mission was sent to Wittring(57-5q)te investigate th
enemy situatien therein and if pessible to seize the bridge eceppss in
east of the town. The patrol from Company K reperted few enemy in

the town and that the bridge had been blown. Company L's patrol
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did not retupsé and was unhead from.

At 1000 , after receiving no werd from the Cempany L patrol I
ordered Company L to take the town of WittRing clear it of the
enemyr, and seize the river cppssing. The area areund Wittring
was found te be held by numerous well dug-in enemy groups. A
formidable enemy strongpoint was lecated in the quarry southeast
of the town. Across the river the enemy eccupied cemmand ing
terrain and was well dug in fer several hundred yards noerth and
%. The heavy weapoens campanyfieed several hundred rounds inte
this quarry and at the targets on the opposite side of the river g
infAlicted numerous casualties om the enemy during their several
attempts to evacuate the pesitiens. Our artillery interdicted
thege enemy pesitiens % the day. At one eccdsién, an
enemy ammnition truck was ;:ﬁ:;:%ﬂ coming down the road in the
vichnity ef the junction at 5751, by a mortar OP of Company M. |
Three mortar rounds blew up the truck,its carge, and three
eccupants. Supperted by the’ fire , Company L siezed and cleared
Wittring with little eppesitien. The remainder of the Sd Pattalic
moved inte the tewn and %ﬂ plainis of vantage in the upper
sTovies THErE Posies, e
strorsis of heuses facing the ribexz‘rrom“whdmhn&sgz engaged the
enemy. Our artillery OP was located in the attic of one of
the houses which gave it perfect observation and enkbled it te

d;':r;ry accurate fire throughout the day.

This szme type of warfare was engaged in by this battalion on
8 December. During the night':fB—EB December, a footbridge was built
across the Sarre River and just before daylight the battalion
crossed the river in a column of companies in the order of

& ,
Comnany K, L,WI 'fres;pectively{with the mission of seizing the towm
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of Wiesviller 58-58. Upon crossing the Sarre River a junctien
was effected Witgt}28th Infantry ef the 26th Division, and as

the town of Wiesviller was approached it was discovered that 74~
26th Infantry Division had already taken the town by a movement
from the south and east. Several hundred rounds of artillery

had been fired by us on the town and when we entered it we found

a tank repair factery almest destroyed and two tanks,in the proecess
of veing repaired, still afire. Civilians told us that several
fanks had been able to withdraw during the 1lulls in the fire. The
civilians, altheugh French,spoke very good German and seemed hestile
They were also treated as enemy.

The battalion remained in Wiesviller during the balance of

the night and en the merning of 10 December at OTng%attalien
attacked in conjunction with the 1st Battalien of our regiment,

on our 1aftlta the north alegf—the Wiesviller-Bliesbruck highway. ‘
This battalig&/moveé out withAcompanies abreast|ﬂbmpany L en the ri
and &Vcempanylan the left. Cempany K was in reserve. In order

te achieve UBmceqwdd® surprise, no artillery preparatiens preceded
the attack, but artillery preparations were avialable on call. -
No resistance was encountered until the leading elements ef the
battalion reached the road junction at Hill 34k (585-553 Jwhere they
were taken under small arms,SP and artillery fire from well dug in
positions én the high greund te the nerth. The advanqe‘frem

there was slew and arduéus\and the leading elements of the battalier
were able to reach the wooeds at 5955)where they were compelled

to halt temperarily aleng the single track railroad. The battalion
was then subjected to considerable énemy artillery fire; Casualties

were high. The battalion CP was lecated in a heuse at 589559. It

was noted from time to time that Rirly accurate fire wss being
=13 -
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placed en the CP. It was & little mylstifying to the eccupants
as to hew such accurate fire could be placed on so small &
locality, sinco there was ne enemy observation. Several days
later a German artillery observer riding an Ameriecan jeep
unexpectedly ram inte one of eur patrolfs. On his persen was found
a map showing enemy artillery concentratiens on the CP area, the
cress reads to the nerth,snd several areas which our troops occupie
aleng the railroad. This accounted fey the direct hits in our

. C-gud’* RATE
secteor and the high @sauﬁu%lgunnn

On 11 December the battalien was eccupying a defensive pesitie
aleng the railwaagiﬂ Gompany L onthe right and Cempany I on the
left. At 0830, Gempany K passed threugh the two forward companies
spearheading an attack on the town of Bliesbruek(§9-5z) Azter
Company K had gained several hundred yards, Cempany Iqmave& out
te the nerth echelened to the right rear of Company K,to assist
in the assault on Bliesbruek. The enemy strﬂngl& held the oeut-
gkirts ef Bliesbruekffam well egoncealed, dug in and strongly ferti-
fied positiens. The attack was halted en the outskirts of
Bliesbruck by WBow heavy fire of all types from these enemy pﬂn;tians.

During-a lull in the fighting, a patrol worked its way aleng
the highway and was about te appreach the firsi few heuses éf the
tewn when itf;;t off by the enemy. It was assumed that this patrol

was cpptured. The two assault companies made serv-~ral attempts to
take the town but to no avail. Ca&ualties were heavy and it is
estimated that the battalien prebably lest LO EM and iwe offlcers,
which included kille% an® wounded and MIA.

At 0900‘12 December, the battalion, supperted by a company of

tanks‘laundbd another assault against Bliesbruek frem the seuth and
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and east, and wagﬁble to secure that part ef the town, south eof the
_Blies River, clearing it of all enemy and garrisoning and eutpestin
it to 598—582; The 1st Battalion crosseé the Blies River west of &
tewn at the same 1;:'[;::1«9:%9r this battalionad eccupied the nerth ha]."_f
of Bliesbruch. The regiment was preparing to assault the town -
of Reinheim, Germany, and in preparatien zsm for the assault ,
6ur heavy weapens were placed on the commanding ground te the west
and east, where excellent obgergvatien of the new regimental object
was pessible. The battalien remained in the viénity of Biiesbrueh
dguring 13 - 14 December. ' o
At 0700,15 Decemher Companies K and L crossed the fod&bridge
at Bliesbruck which had been constructed during the Eccupaéien of

oh }/f//.if}-ffgs—xj :

.mru==m=uﬂ§Aand secured it with

little oppositien. The battalien then continued the advance nerth
To ﬂf .
ot woods At 5860, in en attempt to make a wide flanking mevement

to the west of the town of Reinheim. In the meantime hewever, the
tewn had been taken by the lst fattalion. Hjavy fighting was engag
in the vi&nity off;eedé at 5860 and casualties were suffered. The
woods were finally cleared and the battalien teek up defénsive pési
1£;¢in these woeds taking advantage of the emplacements formerly ==
occunied by the enemy.
At 0600 \16 December, the battalien jumped off with companies
Kand L abneast‘with themission of seizing the high ground north
ef Reinheim in the battﬁlion zone, Beth companies had overrun
ﬂ':;lz’g?gective during the latter part of the morning with little
eppemtion,but were shelled heavily b~ the enemy on the objective.
At neon the battalion was ordered toseize the town of Gershéim
’61-61J Tanks were requested by me because of the fact that we

had just entered Germany}ana stubbern resistance was aticipated
- 3B =
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At 1730 a company of tanks which had been attached te the battalien
moved towards the tewn of Gersheim, shelling it heavily. The
infantry tre@pg;‘?ellewing behin;;g\;pported by tank fire, Cempany
K entered the town at 1810 frem the directien of the main highway
at é12608' and Company L entered the tewn directly from the west.

The enly resistance ehceuntered was sniping frem the windewms

en first and second fleers as well as froem covered pesitiens inm
basements. There was ne erganized resistance. The battalien
eccupied that part ef the town west of the river. During =

17 December Cempanies K & L continued te clear the town of enemy
hiding in eellars and etheraw, afraid te surrender. Seme
40 PW's were captured in the precess. Cempany I, thelae®serve
Gbmpany‘was still at Xeinheim with the Battalien CP and aﬁ 17
December, both were moved inte Gersheim. By this time the
strength of ‘the rifle cempanies had been reéueed censiderablﬂ‘flcjit
71 men), Cempany K,S?‘. and Cempany L 41. Considerable enemy
artillery of all calibers fell in the tewn througheut the
eceupatien by this battalien. A large ca_v"’e gras discevered just
west ef the town UTewwied en the high hill,was eccupied with seme
‘30' Gepman seldiers and abeut 3000 civilians. It was here that the
CIC first made its appearance te s.creen andfattempthp te cenirel
civilB ians.

df
On 18 December, 0600 Company I underteok the missien eof clearin,

the weeds nerthwest ef Gersheim. Because of more resistance than
was expected, it was jeined by Cempany K, the fallewing&,:‘{md the
woedsf‘;;hally cleared and occupied. On the 20 December the situail
remained the same. Heavy enemy artillery fire still f@all #n e the
tewn and on eur pesitiens in the weeds. On 21 December this battal
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was relieved in pesitien byclements ef the 87th Divisien and en 2%

December moved to an assembly area in the viciniky eof Uberkinger
k39—l|,2§ On 24 Deeember, the entire battalien meunted trucks,fellewe:
a cireuiteug route towards Metz because of enemy road strafing, and

elosed into the town early on the m erning eof the 25th ef December.
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