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2d Battaliem 320th Regiment

interview with Lieutenant Celenel Warren T. Hannum Jr.,
Battalien Commanler, at Evere%t, Germany en 23 May 1945
PERIOD 8 JANUAREE‘S.B JANUARY
On 8 January the battalien waé in the assembly area im the
tewmn of Baschleiden, Lmxembeurg (6246), dhere it reéeived erders
attaehing it te CCA, 6th Armered Divisien and direeting it te

== fdsfor ne ., i

T S aared by Treck et oo e T SR o1, Dentemmentaion
highway amnd then merth te Bastegne. The entire trip wes made
in a severe blizzard and its arrivel at Bastegne was delayed

ki;' Ilmolvhen it was already dark. The assembly area assigned

te the battalien was in the vieinity ef 5456, an:'e;ﬁu';;ed
diffieulty in getting inte the assembly srea due te the drifting
snew whieh cempletely ebliterated the side reads and made
dr:lving even er the main highpway difficult. UYinee it was
impractical te releasé the irucks-at that time, they remained
with the batitalien and the treeps used them te sleep in during
night. Altheugh a het supper meal had been arranged, it ceuld
net be fed until practically mid-night beeaus;i_g:‘:fficulty of get-
ting up the swpply trucks in the stopm.

I had preceded the battalion te the Basﬁogne and had received
orders frem the CO of CCA fer my battalitn :f;;;l the weeds at
(568551), in a seuth-easterly direction and advames te the
regiment«!line at approxinately ;58514‘3. The time of attaek was te

be daylight en the merning ef 9 January and was te be in een jurc tl¢

Tafortvy
with alz attack by the 3d Battalien, 134th _and™lst Battalien ef the
I;D Q)lr ’
320':}:,' which was attached te the 134th, beth en sur right. Our
’ f-h'ﬂ

left flank was epen. We were te maintain centact & the
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recennaissance elements ef CCA in the tewn ef Marvie, (5755).
Attached teo my batialien at the time were 3 company of tanks frem -
tank bagttalien ef CCA and a plateoen of TD's from the T cempany ef
CCA. Dgylight recennaissance was very limited and ameunted te
ne mere than a h_ast?B recennaissance fer ens mevement te the _
line of departure. That recennaissance was accomplished by my-
self and my S-3 whe were the enly twe memebers of the battaliem
available before‘aar]mess fell.

The movement of the treeps was eriginally scheduled te be den
at dawn, 9 January. Hewever, due fo causes unknewn te me, the time
ef the attack was delayed until approximately 2 heurs after dawne.
This allewed us te make the mévemont to the line ef departure in

daylight. That aétually was the enly way we ceuld have agcempliBhe
the mission. The movement was slew and very difficult beeause of

the deep snew amd 4drifts caused by the stepm of the previeus
. ST

night. —Vpes

:';Z:L:"Jind had appreciably died dewn and
snewing had stepped. The attack jumped off en time. The battalim
attacked with Company F en the left, Cempany E en the right and
Company G in reserve. The tanks, initially supperted the advance
by firing frem the edge ef the weeds whioh was the line ef departw
foe the bzttalien, and then followod. the rifle cempamnies as they
reached the wesds on the far slepe. A smeke sereen which had been
18ad dewn as planned for the attack was very effective and soreene:
sur advance across the open greund te the weods. The rifle compan.
gained the edge eof the weeds and meved rapidy tewards their sb jecf
tive. The naturc% a;.‘ the weeds and the enemy defenses was such, hew

rach

ever, that pems—ef the enemy was by-passed, osnly te appear later,
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in the rear of sur own treeps. Hewever, the reserve cempany,
which was fellewing the left assault cempany reunded up, these

The objoctive wes resched successfullye T A/ Rougt The by possed eleimenths

by-passed elementsAcreaaed_ eonfusien en the rear and ameng the
treops, geed cemkct was maintained with the unit en eur right.
However, the reserve cempamy which was tecventually take® ever and
tie;:on the left flank with therecennaissance elements ai; Marvie,
became se engaged with cleaning up the by-passed enemy that it

lest coentaet with the leading elements and meved beysnd the obj‘ectf
cleaning eut a sectien ef weeds beyend and slightly te the left eof
thol:[’a‘;sault eompany. The area which they cleamed eut was apparentl
the reserve area ef the enemy treeps defending in eur seecter, becaus
we ideﬁtifiea heavy nmertar units and seme CP pemo}nne‘l amor? &he
PV's captured. The less ef directien b; the reserve compény and
the advance beyond the ebjective caused our left flank t® be
entirely expesed. By dark, the reserve cempany was successfully
pulled en line with the sther twe cempamnies. The rifle ecempanies
had each been reduced by the fighting te appreximately the

strength of ene palTfeon .oaelk and were all in pesitien aleng the =
dge fa_eing te the seutheast.

Iy 16 Deem Inteaded that the 160t oeupany bend back te the
nerth and form‘i bleek facing east. It was @ecided, hew-ver, to
leave the cempanies in that pesitien during darkness fer fear
of complete leoss eof centrel by trying te meve in the darkness.

We attempted te pretect the left flank by constant heavy artillgey

THES

barrages threugheut the night in that area and increasing heavily

during the %W heurs prier te daylight.
. Wwds _
The tank cempany whieh’\ attached at the beginning ef the
attack, experienced difficulty in meving frem the area ef departiure
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aeress the strdam te the weeds in the directien ef our advance.
It wasy several hours,- mébefore they Jjeined the rifle
treops in the weeds, Hewever, once they had jeined the rifle
troeps, we split the tamk cempany up as prgviously arra.nged, with
ene tank plateen geing te each 'rifle cempanye. Mhnueuverability
of the tanks was extremely restric_:s“ed%d}?ﬁeuase of the thickness ef
the woeds, Hewever, they followm.-,ﬂh;ach t;ink teedis-preteeted with
at 1éast a sq,uad of infantry, and did assist materially in knoeking
e e D ket e Fulliwing morsing
ArTe prepare feor this eventuality, a sectien ef the tanks were
pPlaced en the extreme left flank eevering the trail aleng whieh
we were depleyed. Aifurther precautieng the trail was mined.
The rifle companies always carried L er 5 mines right with then,
vhich alwame served such a purpese. “Sotalhtcswrvtapibe-wiz- 411 the
esmpanies eutpesied te the frent and the left cempany sutpested
the left rluk;

At ene heur befere éamllo January’ I received a ro:_;;z:te fiat
our left flamk had been hit by an enemy patrel, but that I ha
been completely repulsed. It was later learned frem PW repertis
that this patrel had started eut at appreximately 0200 ia the
merning with a strength ef 80 men with the missien ef attacking
and recapturing the greund which had been lest by the enemy the
previeus day. Apparently due to artillery fire and merale reasens,

the ferce which figmlly hit eur left flank wo)‘{ater estimated te

be appreximately 20 men. Our eutpest gave warning ef the appreach
ambushed on HeIrail. 0»/] oo savrivers were

of this ferce and it was iGesncpnisanam. -
'fd'fi"l! Fr/:oarr . .
After daylight I shifted the left flank eempany te the nerth
and spread out the ether twe cempanies ferming an appreximate semi-

= I
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eirole from 577537 te 578546. The line was thin and there was

ne reserve unit other than the tanks. Hewever, we felt reasonably
gsecure with the artillery preparatiens which could be breught te
bear en the areas te eur frent. After dark, I received erders froi
regiment attaching my battalisn te the 134th Infantry, ef eur
pargt divisien, and relieving us frem attachment te txe CCA, 6th
Armered Divisien effective eRtasiively immediately. I repertcfte
the 134th R&imon'ﬁ"CP fer instruetiens and at 2200 was erdered

by the CO of the 13Lth Infaniry te attack the fellewing mo_fr_ning'

/"

11 January, in eenjunectien with the 3d Battalien, 13)41:11 andAlst
Pattalien, 320‘!:1?“&;1';. v attaghed te the 134th. The attaek was
“te be made nertheast aleng the ridge which we them eccupied. Our
battalien was + e the left assault battalien amd the 34 battalie
of the 134th w;; rlhe right assault battalien. The beundary
between battaliens was the trail which ram nertheast aleng the
ridge. Our ebjective was the high greund just west eof the tewa
of a;::. (6355). The attaek entailed meving the 3d Battalien,134dl
Infaniry en eur right at the time faeding seutheast areund inte
pesitien facing te the nertheast,  This turning mevement was
saecoemplsihed and the juﬁp off began at appreximately 2 heurs after
daylight. The attaek meved ferward appreximately 1000 yar.és,' when
4 heavy fire was encsuntcred frem an apﬂrent enemy defense line
extending frem approximately{SBBShQ} te ;[592537}. The enemy
pesitions cevered a clearing in the fwods ﬁuafforéed the enemy
geed observatien and fields ef fire. The night befere I had

requested frem CCA\Sth Armered Divisien that the tank eempany

whieh wag werking with me be allewed to remain attached te this.

battalion. This request was granted.
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With the aid of tﬁFe tanks and by maneuver te the left flank?
which was pessible due to weeds and eover on the left flank, we
suceceded in breaking threugh the enemy defense line juét befere
dark and seized the read aleng which‘tﬁis defense line had been
set up. The battalien en eur right had been less suceessful,
mainly due to the fﬁet_, that they did net have supperting tanks.
Howevdr, during the heur preeceding cemplete darkness, and after we
had gained the read,we were able te bring seme tank fire te beaf
against the flank of the enemy units helding up this battalisn, and

~fhe right battolion ‘
by dusk #asy had been able te comp up em line with us.

We held this pesitiem during the night and patrelled aggress-
ively t;ﬂ;gf front. It'was{izfdent frem the infermatien returned
by eur faxess that the enemy, te our frent was withdrawing.

Prier te the attack en 12 Jhnua?y’slight diffieulties were en-
eountered in the resupply »f the supperting tanksfl;ooﬁs were in ~
very peer physieal state and it was necess~ry that they be allewed
daylight to heat their ratiens and eat them. Fer the three
meals prier therete they had been ferced te eat their ratiens ceold,
’Fhere were ne treneh feet cases during this peried but :ggi.were
a few casﬂes of frezen feef. _

Altheugh the attack was te jump off at dwwn, it was delayed
fer one heug® for the abeve reasons and meved out at 0900. The
advance tewards the ebjective was uneveniil except fer diffieculty
experienced in mevimg threugh the Beavy weeds and in lecating its
pesitiens therein, frem time te time. No enemy resistance was

; JFP
eneeuntered. A few enemy stragglers were picked in some enemy

abandened pesitiens. The ebjective was resched at approximately

1300 at whieh tineg We were relieved frem sattachment teo the 13i4th
- b6 -
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agd reverted to wisgdenantind eantral‘.

¢ and were direeted to assemble &is®

Battadbomw in the tewn of Marvie (5755). By use of all eur
erganie transpertatien, we were able te move the troeps in :.2
shuttles te the tewn of Marvie, cempleting the movement by dark
ef the 12th.

o -ﬁ?naiﬁJff‘Ef.{, J'!;he battalien remained in Marvie as regim- n‘léal
reserve, attached te CCR, 6th Armored Divisien. At abeut neen
ef January 1}4 the battalion was ordered to Jheve te an assehbly
area in the vieinity nerth ef Bizery (5959):;;8 eofnitted te -the
attaek on the merning ef 15 January with the missien of seizing the
high greund at appreximately 60562i. It meved eut in a celumn of
companies with the left flank of the leading cempany en the rail-
read which was, bounéary between the regiment am;: iﬂlat Airverane Di
gion. The leading company reached a pesitien at appreximately
$5996197 where it was taken under cencentrated small arms fire
frem the area of eur ebjective and was pinned down. With the .
assistance of a seectien of tanks ef the 6th Armered Division,
attached to the battalien, and by a maneuver aleng the railr@ad.,
this cempany made an assault in conjunctien with a secend eompany
which had been breught up on its I;ight, gained the ebjective and
alse cleaned eut and seeured the woods seuthwest of the tewn ef
Miehamps.%armg the night}ﬁ patrels recenneitered the towm
of Miehamps and after an artillery preparatien on the tewn, the

battalien meved inte Michamps in eonjunetien with the lst Battalier

en oeur right. '
Prier te this attack) our units which were en the railread

track on &}f left flank were relieved by elements of the 3d Battal
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u).;-cﬂ gecured the high greund north of the town of Michamps 7 while eur #i.
eempany entered the tewn of Michamps.

At abeut neen en 16 January we attacked the weeds nertheast
of Miechamps in conjunetion with the 1st Battalien en the right.
The attack progressedsseme 300 te 400 yards inte the wooaé befere
it was stepped b;:g;e;y scattered resistance was enceuntered and a
few PW's were taken immediately after dark, 'fhe left eempany
captured ﬁx;g‘;{?'q and it was later learned that they werem
s@te reinforce the iine which we had eliminated during the after—
neen. IThe 1lst Battalienl@n our right hewever, apparently met
stiffer resistanee and we lest physical centaet with them in the
woods., Hewever, we knew their appreximate lecatien and relied
en that for our eontaect.

At dawn en 17 January we pushed en threugh the same weoeds te
the main highway running ssutheast eub eof Beurcy. As we appreached
this road the companies garted te received heav§y enenmy mertarﬂ
and artillery fire which resulted in seme confusien and stepped
the advanee., Hewefer, at dusk anether attempt was made te push
en across the road. The left unit succesafully crossed the read
and advanced approximately 100 yards beyond it. Phpsieal eentact
with the lst Battalion ctill had net been gained and the reserve
unit was placed enthat flank.

During the early heurs ef 18 January, the battalien was
relieved by units ef thé 134th Infantry. Due te the difficulty
of mevement the actual relief had to be aceomplished with daylight.

Just as the right flank unit was being relieved the maehine gun

section Wemt on the right flank ss® caught an enemy celumn with
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appreximately 15-20 meg’apparently wese attacking dewn the read
against sur right flank. Hewever,due to the cool timing ef the
machine gunner the celumn was cg#ght in enfilade fire and
completely annihilateé; thus preventing cenfusien, whieh might
have resulted frem an attack at the time of eur relief. The
battalion assembled in Michamps ‘en the 18th ef January and meved
by marehing and truck to an assempbly area in the vieinity of Hotte
(51l ).

PERIOD 7 NOVEMBER TO 23 DECEMBER

On the evening of 7 Nevember at about 2200, the battalion
meved froﬁr;saembly area in the vicinit;iBrin (9821) to an area
of departureren the nertheast edge ef the Feret de Gremercy with
the mission of attaeking te the nertheast and seizing the edge
of the woeds of the Beis d'Amelecourte. The atiack was scheduled
fer daylight, 8 Jﬁneland was to be preceded by a 2 heur artillery
jo PE 1

preparatien, Smeke was,laid dewn on the edge ef the Beis dAmelecou

ol mb
0°tbe 1ast 10 minutes bhefere daylight. The battalien was te passa

A
threugh the 134th Infantry which was helding =a defense line on the
nertheast edge of the Gremercy feresi. Our battalion was the
right assault battalien ef the regiment. ‘he 3a Battalion was en

our left, The 26th Division was to our right seuth of the Seille
River . Our right flank was screened by the 35th Reeon troep.
Hewever, they afforded ne protection to our flank’as th&éé missien
was merely contaet.

The battalien moved outg the follewing merning, 8 June, on tir

with Cempany G on the left and Cempany F on the right.nﬁkparture w3
made in completé darkness and in an exceedingly heavy rain. The

trails and roads within the weed:s were actually knee deeD with mad
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making travel of vehicles praectically impassible and slewing feot
mevement te the very minimip. Beth companies were late in
cressiﬁg the line of departure because of the necessity fer
reorganization after meving threugh the weeds and the distance
traveled.As a result the smeke sereen whieh had been 1¢ad dewn, had
completely dissipated by the time the troeps cressed the line eof
depardfre. Furthermere the attack was so timed that our advance
across the 2000 yards in open terrain between the tow forests had
te be made in daylight. Hewever, Cempany qbn the left eressed
the rdalroad track where they surprsed and eaptured approxinately
40 enemy soldiers in their fox heles, and meved te a pesitien en a
small rise af greund at approximately §060273}. Cempany F crossed
the line of departure 30 minutes later than Qompany G,fﬁ%ved withot
resistsnce t» a poasition approxinately on line anéfthe éé%g;sﬁt
of Company G. The plan was thaf Company F weuld use the ridge 1lir
running from 060255 te 072272, using this ridge as G right flank
proteetion.

When beth cempanies were abreast they meved off td_geier to
te assaul: the edge of the Bois d'Amelecocurts As they crossed over
the ridge and appreached the read whieh runs east cut of Fresnes,
they ran inte wire entéélements supperted by # verﬁ heavy velume
of enemy flanking machine gun fire erSTQicinity of 071271 and were
stepped. . Almest immedistely thereafter, a heavy volumﬂef;rtillery
and mortar rire started to fall. Cempany F began te break and
became diserganized, and the men at first in smaller movements and

4

then in greater movements started falling baek towards the line
of departure. Cempany Glen the left though receiving the same fire
had net beendisrupted as badly}since it had more pratectian,due to
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the broken neture of the terrain in their area. The withdrawal
of Cempany ¥ became almest a reutpiand’if it had net beenfer the
presence ofﬂa battalion staff officer in their rear whe stepped ar
colledted the men as they fell back, the cempany prebably would
gave beem disintegrated.

At this peint, the reserve Company, Cempany E which had been
follewing Cempany F and which at that time had just moved inte
an area aleng the railroad track, was ordered te pass threughl
Cempany F and take ever its missiol. 7

The 24 assault against theeige of the Beis a'Ameleqourte
was organized. But because ef the difficulties of commnicatien
caused b1 wet weather, the attaeck was deﬂyed seme three or “eour
heurs while we attempted te secure artillery suppert fer the
attack. By this time the communication between eempanxﬁénd battal
was reduced to runners. Théf%bo radies had completely gone éﬁ%f
even through the distance b-tween ba’'talien OP and cempanies was
less than 500 yards.

The 24 attaek jumped off after a 10 minute artillery preparat
on the edge of the wecds and on areaé from which we had receiveghg
Smeke was ldad dewn te cover the right flank. The attack progress
reasenably well until half of the distance to the edge of the wnod
had been reached, when the artillery battalion ran out ef smeke
shells. The smoke screen ai our right flank dissipated rapidly
inthe sireng breeze which was then blewing. With this right flank
screen gene, the sam#bnemy.withering fire wes brought te bear upon
the advancing troapsland the movemenf again bogged down. Because
ef the suppérting fires of the machine guns and gallant action. of

the men, €ompany F on the right was able te withdraw to a mere
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covered pesitiem. Darkness came befere any further actien could
be taken and the battalien remained in its pesitien during the
night.

During the entire day the battalion was in the opén ground
under observation from an enemy OP at 063283. The treeps were
centinually shelled with artillery and mertar fire. Although the
casualties were high’thej were net as high as they might have been
because the shells wWeme all:ggpact fucses and sank inte the seft
ground befere they expleded P reducé&athe shell fragments. The
soft ground gave it a delayed action effect.

A pagrel was sent out in the early merning of 9 Nevember to
reconneiter the enemy pesitiens. The informatien they breught
_back indicated that the enemy positiens were as we had met them
the day before. Immediately after daylight, the company of tanks
which had been supperting the 3d Battalien in the attack en Fresnes
was attached te 2d Battalion te suppert its new attaek en the Beis
d'Amelecourt: Again, due to communication difficulties and the
time required to obtain an artillery prep&ratien‘the attaek was
delayed until appreximagely neen . d!tﬂ#!l‘;::;b the attack Jumped
off, Tﬁe tank company meved up te the riége,whieh we had gone over

the day before’and fired inte the edge of the woods and at the cwven

On rHE PIENT fimmure To BHICH IE BRECTED THEH

target§.When the attack started, the enemy aertillery and mortar 7

-

fire which had been firing continually increased in tempe. It
became necescary fer the leaders, beth nen-cemuissioned and commisi
te meove amonéf%an te get them to start moving behind the tank3z.
Hewever, once the tank fire began te hear on the weodé?fhe OP at
063283,ihe artillery fire slackened and movement became easier.

The infantry meved behind the tanks and as the tanks'stopped en tﬁe
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ridge ﬁgsed through them and meved inte the woods with very
little eppositien. Almest immediately fhereafter'thé 1st
%attalienlwhich had been comritted on our left alse enptered the
weods. Ezaéfggttﬁlion then continued the advance te fhe ner th—
seurth read at approximately 075280 ﬁ&f; reaeheé’gy dark.

The follewing mermning, 10 Nevember, the battalien was passeé
threugh by the 3d Pattalion and became regimental reserve, J darl
that same day, the battalien was meved to the north to take up
& line facing nerth anproximately on the 29 east-west grid line.
This pesitien was & lecking pesitien against a threatened ceunter-
attaek frem that directien.

It was at this time that the first evidence of trench feet
appeared. Several of the men discovered it when they toek off thei
shees to change secks and  found that they were unable te get their
shoes en again. I believe that the cause of the trench foegwaue
net only te ignerance en the part ef the men as te preper care of 4
their feet, but mainly te the fact that fer the twe previeus days
they had net been able te removef their shees er de anything
about their feet as they were having eneugh trouble trying to stay
alive. -

On 11 Nevember the battalion meved te anether reserve area in
the vicinity ef 1092295@ where they placed seecurity out te preteet
the reserve area and the area of the regimental CP installatiens.
They remamimdd here unti*lz Nevember.

On the mern1n7 of 13 Nevember the battalﬂion neved by march
te the town of Vaxy(}lzs)where it remained in reserve. On 14
November the battalion was made available as reserve for the 134th

Infantry and moved by march frem Vaxy through Vannecourte and Dalh:
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(11.;33) to Bellange [1531;) where it remained for approximately 30
minutes ﬁ% was eordered te meve te the town of Pevange

K1835) by way of the tewn of Haboudange kl‘l-}j) The mission was
atill one of reserve., As the battalien reached the vieinity
of {1623&22 and turned south towsrds Haboudange, a considerable
amount of enemy mertar and artillery fire compelled it te meve off
the road in dispersed fermation and advance acrcss cruntry, _
directly to Pevan7e. E{Tf r?’ j'l:r:=1él tlt Pevange had been cleared by
the 1lst Battalion ]13ut1iL but when we arrived there we found that the
134th was still fighting on the eastern outskirts of the toewn. Asg
our battalion entered the tomm, they were caught in a heavy shellix
of the town gqc’:lesed inte the town wé&th excessive cs.sualties,

. ready te suppert the action ef the 1lst ﬁattalien’ 134th Infantry.
It remained in assembly in Pevange on tk® 15-16 November revertiing
to contrel of the 320th Infantty en 17 Nevember. It meved by march
frem Pevange to an assembly area in the eastern edge of Merhange

L19-—36}where it was ordered te attack frem vicinity of Rachrange

k22-?f6_)teward Virming(28-29)the follewing merning. The attack jumpe
eff,daylight on 18 November with Cempany F on the left and Cempany

.G on the right. It pregressed satisfactorily, untii it reached a
line at approximately 227380 te 239570 where the éttaeking eémpanie
were taken under well-aimed machine gun fire from the town of
BeMengL253?)and the cross mad (245379), which fHeees stepped &any
further movement in the directien of the attack. Company F,on the

left was completely ambushed by this fire because of the fact that

!
the entire company had been permitted by the eneny to move dewn
to the forward slope of the ridge that they were on, befere the
fire was opened on themn. As a result‘they vere unable to move at al
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Cempany E‘ the reserve €empany Bas then committed to meve
inte the wiods at ‘;238368}1511:11 the mission of clearing it and
setting up a base of fire to suppert the mevement eof Cempany G
lin their original direction ef movement. When Cempany E reached
their position after cleaning out the woeds, they were able te
bring a heavy volunve ef fire inte the enemy treeps eppesing
Cempany G. Included, was the fire ef a TP platoen which moved |
up with Cempany E. Cempany G was able te meve ferward approximatel
150 yards, at which peint the supperting fires were mafked and the

ol"c!'J
Cempany «émﬂl te step.

Immediately after dark patrels from Companies G & Eai‘;ée’@;mz;té
the tewn ef Bremering tWiremgh CGhocsmmbghé. Early in the moi'nmg of 1
Nevambericompany G patrel was able te enter the tewn and was fellew
by the remainder eof Company G. Company E follewed Cempany G inte
the town and patrelled the woeds te the east of the town. Cempany

F’ which had assembled at daylight in its pesitien as battalion
reserve was then moved to (EEEaEwowll t'e ridge nerth of the tewn.
At this peint, the 3d Battalion was cemmitted in eursector in
conjunction with an attack b7 the 4th Armered Division, and this
battalion became regimental reservée in the town of Bremering.,

On 20 Nevember the battallen was meved as regimental reserve
te an assembly area in the woeds at ;290&00§,where it was given the
mission of attacking at 'éan,light|21 Eovembe’z":::sue easﬁf'girecti@n aler
the area north ef the tewn ef Francaltreff@lho) te seize the high
ground in the vicinity of 360LLL}

The attaeck jumped eff appreximately 30 minutes lateg Fhe

fellewing merning, because of the trouble experienced in meving up

to the line of éelparture during darkness without having had the
-15 -
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the %ppertunity for a daylight reconnalssance. The attack
pregressed well}and the ridge east of Francaltroff was captured
: jecanse
without resistance. The forward elements were held up here, of the
fact that the stream which ran east of Francaltreff was fleeded,
and passage across it was impessible espeeially fer vehedles.

1/
The enly reute acress;was aleng the read leading inte the tewn of

Lanning(jzud, and that was feiriroeps only. Fer this reasen,

the reserve company, Cempany &, was committed te take the town

of Lenning, which patrols pspmerted te be uneeuppied. Lenning‘was
secured witheut resistanee, and work on a treadway bridge started
jmmediately. During this time, Cempanies E & P en the ridgee _

had been patrelling to thelr front to determine the lecations and
dispestien of the enemy's ferces. It was reperted by the patrels
that the only eppesitien was im and areund Grenings (}5-&%} Plans
were prepared te take the town and the woods tc the nerth ef the
town.

The attack jumped off with Cempany E meving towards the woeds
nerth of the tewn, and Cempanies G & F converg#ming on the towa
jiteelf, Cempany F frem the high greund at 330415 and Cempany G
meving from its pesiﬁion in Lenning. \The attaek pregressed
faverably. In 30 minutej Cempany E reached1¥iéastern'group of
woeds nerth ef the town witheut eﬁpeéition. Hewever, when Cempany

F reached within 200 yards eof the tewn it was stepped b7 a
velume of small srms and machine gung fire, atgmEgdsre. Ceompany
G'advane&ngignn from Lenning'fan §into this semll erms fire and ws
alse stepped. That was as far as the 3batta11cﬂvoved that day ,as
darkness fell rapidly. During the night 21-22 November, Companies

F 8 G wepe counterattacked by the enemy frem the tewn of Grening.

- 16 -
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The attaek eonsisted eof appreximately twe tanks supperted by a

cempany of infantry. The main weight of the ceunter attack

due . )
v, te the fact that it

struck in the secter of Company F, main

had been impessible to get any AT weapo
Tan’

bazookas across the stream, and, as at

s of any kind other than
a{'\caltreff the companies
were witheut anti-tank suppert. DPue to iow morale in Cempany F,
caused by its previous experience at th Chateau Salins Forestg
the week befere, the centinual less of leaders and the fact that
the leadership at that time had practically eollapsed, it entirely
ik disintegrated as a fighting force. eugh Cempany G, received
part of the attack, it was held togethe ﬁy gred leadership and was
able te fall back toward Lenning end hold a fairly sécure; line

for the remainder of the night. Cempany E,in the weeds nerth

of Greninglwas able te h-1d its positiensand prevente® any actien
against it, other than harassing patrols and en:myppm

W exeept interdicting tank fire. "uring the foll

) Grening |
ewing day, 22 November| another attempt was made te seize Grensny

Cempany F was on the nerth, Cempany G attempted teo move seuth on the
town, Ee 24 battalien was com:itted inS\the gap between Cempanies E
and G whieh had ée{releped with the disintegration of Company F.
The attempt as fmustrated. szix' '
Early in the merning ef 23 Nevember the 3d Pattalien moeved int
Grening while Cempany E meveé on threugh the weoods direetly nerth e
tewn witheut oppssitien. We then became regimental reserve and move
inte an assembly area in the vieinity of Petit Tenquén (96—143) where
we rewmined until 27 Nevember ;;tfrfx‘a’\'fegﬁ%@wthe town cf Guessling-
Hemering. We remained there until 2 December and meved' to the
town of Hilsprich(h.O—la.G} On 3 December we relieved elements of the
-17 =
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10th Armered Division aleng the Maderba

i, DR

recennaissances for sited crossingsoef
of Remering L1-U48.

the Lth, fSwvalseimg about 2 hours befor
The plan fermlated, provided for

The cressing starte

#’4
nerth end of Remering and on =msvesi sSp

/

”
the town, at OLOO 4 December, and Gaw

h River and executed
e river, in the vieinity
approximately OL4LOO en
daylight.

to.t.tcn‘

on a dam 2t the
liway at the southiend of

oF
eizUREthe tewn of Grund-

viller, Lh.hl;.9) Early in the evening of 3 December ocur pairals sue:

cessfuly crossed the river and reconnoitered the area beyond the

river fer appreximately 1000 yards fown
resistance in that vicinty.
The river was crossed at OuOO L4 De
wde>

security patrel which,stati ned on the

discovered a e¢>lunm of troops approxina

met
d our objedttve, and, no

erher. The nerth flank
etz-Strashourgh nghway,

ely 200 in strength moving

southeast along the highway in the direction eof Richeling@lé-l&go

They were unable te warn us sufficiently in advance jand whm sur

colums crossed the river, it collided

soad.

fighting whieh practically develeped in

Ne l’eﬁe fired fer fear of sheeting his
daylight, a# which time eur troeps were
cover aofforded by the bank of the river.
after'd light because of the flat::;;en
the road, ﬁw{ﬁ‘é”(}ermans had set up a
the samme time the enemy was prevented [

Hewever, in some pesitions in and behin

was excellent ebservation of the rsad‘ and |

fired artillery, mertar, TD ' AT gun,au
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As a result{there was a consider

ith the ferce on the

ble amount of confus ioh and
to individual grenade fights

ﬁ Co)}Tn ue

troops. J'he fight until

able te reach the little ‘
‘fhey wer - unable to nmove
ground between the river an
hasty defense line. At
rom moving towazrd the river.
d the town of Remering there
thpoughout the day we

toaatic and small arms fire




.

on the observed enemy positiens. By dark we had been able to advax
The

and seize,enemy line aleng the read. Several captured Pi% report-
<€

ed that almost the entire enemy force d been eliminated.

During the early hours of 5 December, we patrolled the town 21
Grundviller and found it unoccupied.

“The
occupied, town and pushed forward te Hec

e battalion immediately
enransbach (51-45) without
oppositim’ arriving there #£ about neen, The battslion was then
ordered to seize the town ef Hambach|L9+-51)and to reconnoiter the.
area to the eaét of Hambach including the town of Siltzhei:n\53-5l)
The battalion moved in celurmm of companies and after reaching
Hambaeh w-;thoﬁt incident found it unoccupied. It continued the
advance without further order“s,:,\Siltzhei . The outskirts ~of the
tewn was reached just about dark. A reconnaissance patrol reportied
it uneccupied, and the battalion meved inte the townwith a TD
plateen and set up a perimeter defense of the town fer the night.

The enly enemy activity during the night was a small enemy pairel

R

which attempted te enter the town from the nerth and AWas easily

repulsed. The following dayls November, Cempany F moved threugh

the Bois de Zetting with little opposit
5653 :

Zetting W)by dark that night. On 7

recyo{nnoiter sites for a crossing of t

en and occupled the town ef
November we were »rdered to
e Sarre River in the vieini
of Zetting. Recennaissance was very limited because of the fact
thaé the enemyuwas well éntrenched on the steep slope of the east
bank of the river opposite Zetting and ad excellent ebservation on
all movements aleng the river bank. Sniping and observed artillery
fire on all movement in tﬂat vicinity was continuous. As a result,

reconnaissance was decidedly insufficen

-19 -
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Despite this, plans were drawvn up to efiect a cross ing at 040

8 December, with one company in the vieinity of Zetting proper and

sne company in the viecinity of the ble out railread bridge at

562528. Company F was to cress in the vicinity of Zetting with

o e platoen cressing in assault beats d two plat@ons cresing

on the bridge at 565533, which was determined to be passable for

50t iroeps. Cempany G was to cress te theseuth at the blewn-
out railroad bridge with two platoens assault boats.
At approxinately 0200,8 December, the companies started te
meve te their assigned pesitions in preparatien for the assaull
‘eressing. It was then found that the canal in the vicinity of the
y G crossing site was an obstacle tecause of its steep banks
bad 3 from being corvped over®s The yiver. Thus «t TAis fasT menute, Fhe assoud ¥

which prevented the assaultAerossing in the vieinity ef the milreac

bridge had to be abandoned. Cempany F, hewever, was able to start
tes had platoons across
assault plato‘on, which #
erossed in assault boats ran inte difficulties in awessing the
stream, because of the swiftness of th current and the lack of
training en the part ef the personnel the beats. Seme of the
men paddled and ethers did net. The result was that mest of the
beats 1and'ﬁb dewn stream, some 1000 yards frem the peint at which
they were expected te land. Hewever, this plateon was reerganized
by the only avallable squad leader and moved and joined the batial:
in the middle of the fight semetime later in the morning. After
Company ¥ cleared the bridge at 565533 Cempany G was ordered te

ctess behind them ‘m which they succeeded in deing quickly. Beth

S
eep slepe in,colwm of
7

comranies then meved directly up the s

&
eempanies‘ 2EXsinpe sur;;it of the slep

withaut bé'-ing observed. Deth cempanies then moved acress the ridg
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with Cempany o proceeding nerth and Cemp
It was just daylight, and the enemy was
meve. Nerth and seuth aleng the slope a

prepared trench systems which were eccug

eur cempanies advanced they hit the
and fired at the enemy down the trenche
fired from positions in Zetting and wer
of enemy as they attempted te get out o
themselves in any manner. This suppert
enemy until infantrymen ceuld ceme in b
them. By noon the entire ridge east of
cleared and in our hands. Cempany E, t
moved acress the river and teok up pesi
while Cempany F and Ceggifghg.held the
During the night of 4%8» and the feollowi
Germans attempted several counterattack
each attempt was suceessfully repulsed.
greatly restricted by reasen of the fac
h2dd the high greund in the vicinity eof
the nerth flank ef eur pesitien and the
whiech they had observatien and could 4
artillery fire on eur peositions.
On the merning of 10 December the
in econjunction with the lst Bat:alien o
¥y the machine guns were empleyed on th
aleng the railroad at 558543 te suppert
troeps en the east bank. They delivere
front ef the advancing treops, and this
| -21 -

any G proceeding seuth.
net yet aware of our
f the ridge were enemy

yied by the eneny, and as

Envermn Y

flank
. The supperting weapons
able te hit numereus greoup
the trenches sr\eXposed

g fire pinned down the

ehind them and dispese ef

Zetting was cempletely

e reserve 8empany, Then

ions blecking te the narth/

idgeline faeing east.

g day’9 December , the
agains®d eur pesitien but
Hewever, our movement was
that the Germans s£ill

5605554 whieh overleoked

tewn sof Zetting'ané frem

ect accurate mertar and

attalien attacked due nerth
eur right. Here again
west bank ef the river

the advance of the rifle
constant fire aereoss the

flank fire ppoved extremely



b

effective espeelally when the aavaneiﬁg rifle eempaéies started
te push the Germans mut'ef the nerth edge of the weeds. As the-
enemfy came out of the nerth edge of the woods | the machine guns
fird‘enfilaée fire‘frem theﬁpesitiens aleng the railread at
5585&3 on the nerth edge of the weeés,trustrating the attempt of

dnd prn”)nf Fhem down'.
the enemy te retreat, After making several attempts te withdraw,ar

£ind ing eMcmisasiagr-thefe.dews,. it impessible,several enemy groups
retiduned te the woeds ané?surrendered. At the cempletien of this
missien the battalien went inte regimeﬁtal reserve in the Lehivald
Wwoeds where they remained until 15 Deceiber.

On the merning ef 15 December, the battalioﬁ was cemmitted te €
attaek with the missien ef seizing the tewn aquKigderfailbééh,
The battalion meved through the Blieg—Brugkeﬁ weeds maintaining
centact with the 87th Divisien on eur right, and seized the {
south edge of the weeds (608575). Gbaréiaatlng its advance with the
87th Divisien, it moved te a pesitien approximgéai;”t610590? over-
leeking the town ef Niédergailbaeh. On the afterneon of 16
Deeember the 87th Bivision,@n our right, attempted te assault E&g
tewn of Niedergailbach;, but were drivem back inte the weeds aleng
side of our treeps. Hsavy-eﬂemy-aetillery‘fiye fell inte the area
of the weods te whieh_the;?#;thérqu. This same fire fell ameng our
units. Hewever, we were there several heurs and that time were well
dug in and did net suffer severely. -

The erder then came dewn for us te seize the tewn ef Niedergail
bech. During theeveningfi6 December we‘ﬁatrelleé the town and,
finding it unaecupiea’méveé inte it undercever eof éarknesg in the
early merning of 17 December in eelumn of eompanies, Late in the
- afterneon we were eordered ta seize that‘partien'af tewvn of
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Gersheim (61-61) en the east bank ef the river. The attack was
to be coordinated with the 3@ Battalien, whd*¥as te seize that
pertien ef the tewn on the west benk. The attack was to be pre-
ceded by heavy artillery preparationd- The tanks en the west bank
of the river were te epen fire after the artillery prep;;:;fﬁggfn
and suppert the advance of eur troops. The battalien advanced
across the g:eana between Niedergailaech and Gershelm uwnder ee#er
of this tank fire and the centinuing artillery fire, and reached
:Gersheim at dusk. By the next merning, we had the pertien ef
the town en the east bank cleared and In eur hands and had geed
contact with the 3d Battalien acress the river. We set up a
defense of our pertien ef the tewn, maintaining contact with the
87th Divisien en eur right.

At midnight, 26_Deeember, ¥ received a call te repert te
the CP of the 87th Divisien in Gersheim. Upen arriving there,
I feund that we were te be relieved by the 87th Divisien, and
without further questien I preceeded with the relief, even theugh
T had received no infermatien frem my regiment that theielief
was te made. Arrampgements for the relief were started, and éii
regiment was infermed upén my return te my ewn CP. The relief
was cempleted befere daylight, 21 be@ember; and by afterneon the
‘battalien had meved by march te Wiesviller, amé Frem there;%eveé
in trucks te sn assembly area in the tewn eof Bettring, arriving
there at midnight, 21 December. On the might ef 22-23 December

it moved by moter te Metz.
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