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1st Battalien 320th Regiment

Interview with Lieutenant Gclenel Williem Walten Battalien CO
Mo]:n* Mol comAulmos , Phen Co of CDM’&J!’
A2t the CP in Hunster, Germany en 22 May 1945. -Mejer—Malceslm—Eeimas

" PERIOD 7 JANUARY;l? JANUARY
The peried between 7 te 10 January was spent §e fighting in

the weeds in the vicinity ef 5§0533. The directien ef the attack
was seutheast. The entire battalien was committed. Enemy resis—
tance was very stubbern with the enemy using infiltration tacties.
Supply and evacuatien were very difficult;most ef it was ¥y hand—
carrf' The only whiclep that could be used was a "weasel". Litte:
had te be meunted en skiffs in erder te evacuate the weunded. There
were several cases ef frestbite. Generally speaking,howéver, the
men withstoed the rigors ef extremely celd weather very well.
During the night ef 10 January the battalion was withdrawh te a
reserve pesitien in the vicinity ef 563546 preparatery te am
attack“;ext moraing.

On the mor%i?gﬁ;f 11 Jhnuary, we attacked with the 3d
Battalien, 134th en eur left aleng a read running nertheast frem
Lutrebeis. Prier te H-heur a heavy smoke screen was prepared by
the 4.2 martars’the 81mm mertars and the artillery. Several
casualties were suffered because the L.2's failed te 1lift en time.
The atiack pregressed very well and after stiff fighting in very
heavy, woeded terrain the battalien reached its ebjective by the
middle eof the afterneen. Centrol was very difficult, due te the
fact that there was a shortage of aerial phetegraphs, Only one «w/as
available te each battalien. In erder te overceme this handieap we

reppoduced the phete fer each cempany by drawing in the eutlines et
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the woods, and these imprevized maps preved very valuable in
helping the cempanies lecate themselves on the ground. During
the night a large cembat patr@llled by an efficeq was sent eut
with the missien ef seizing the high greund at 620538, am® if
they were successful in gaining thir abjecﬁ?géi;: remain in
place until the fest ef the battalien eceuld meve t® that loeatien.
The patrel was frustrated frem cempleting its missien by heavy'
enemy fire enceuntered just a few hundred yaréds away frem their
starting point.

On 12 January we resumed the attack, with the 3@ Battalien,
134 th Infantr% on our left. ~he attack was successful, the
ebjective being beached by mid-afterne@n.

At this time the battalien reverted to control f ifs own
regiment and was erdered teo ?ssemble in Bastegne where it closed
after a foot and meter march at approximately 20n0. This was the
first might in abeut 10 days that the men of the battalion were
able te spend the night in heuses and that they had an eppertunity
te get warm.

At approximately 1300, 13 January'the battalien was meved
from its reserve positien te a feorward gﬁﬁﬁﬁé}ea about ™ miles
north ef Bastogne where we were ordered to be prepared to attaek
on an hours notice. The attack never te:k pléce bécause ef the
failure of other units In reachimg their ebjective. Ag a result,
the men had to spend anether night out of deors in extremely celd
wether.

On the morning of 1l January we attacked em the left of the
regiment4l sector, with 10lst Airborne on eur left, with the
mission of cleaning out several small clumpes of weeds in that area.
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During this peried we received very heavy artillery and mortar
fire and prebably the heaviest nebelwerfer fire that we had yet
encountered., The batialion completed its mission by dark, tied

in with the 10lst Airborne on our left and prepared te attaek
towards Oubourcy the follewing merning. During this dayé actien
two cempanies of the battalion assisted the 3d Eattalian':their et
ack on a clump of wcods teo the east, which was a known enemy
strong point. The attack was preceded by an air strike.ldsing dire
fire from our tanks and TD's,we reached the weods with little
eppesitien and found several knocked out enemy tanks and SP guns
as well as some enemy dead and wounded. It was apparent, hewevef,
that the enemy had withdrawn frem this particular weods, prier te
'the attack, leaving only a few stragglers in that vicinity. Despi
the heavy bombardment,anp ene German seldier crawled out from,his
fex hele uninjured. The woeds in which this s>ldier was hiding,
had been reduced te what resembled a bunch of candles sticking eut
of a cake. -

Cn the norning of 15 January, we attacked the town of Oquoﬁr|
There was no artillery preparatien, because we wanted to surprise
the enemy. From infeormation breught back te us by our patrels the
previous night, we knew they were strongly entrenched in and
around the town and that several enemy towed AT guns were present.
Fer this reason, the tank company, which consisted ef only 8
tanks was ordered toremain in its present pesitien until the

rifle cempanies reached the outskirts of tewn. In order to get al

the treops across a very opven and flat piece of ground bejween
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the line of departure and the town of Ouybourcy)we attacked with
three cempanies abreast, prier te daylight,with Cempany C wee on
the left, Company A in the center and Cempany B en the right. Eéd
company had a sectien of heavy machine guns attached. The mortars
were In position to deliver fire on call. Duye to cenfusion resul
ing from awakening the men and forming fer the attack in the
darkness, we were sbout 15 minutes late in crossing the line of
departure’with the result that the troops were caught in early’
1ighf') $everal hundred yards short of the tewm. As g result, the
enemy began to shell us very heavily and took us under withering

machine gun and rifle fire, Company 4

» hewever had made much
better pregress because ef the fact that they had dropped all
equipment expect their firearms and rifles befere leaving the
3%6;;%. Pue te this seund thinking én the part ef the CO of
Gem;any-A, his company was able te travel much faster in the deep
snew and had reached the first few buildings on the eutskirts eof te
capturing an AT gun en the eutskirts ef tewn. The advance was so
rapid and so suprisiﬁéz%zginzhe gun was captnued leaded and its
crew picked up while they were méving from the tewn te the gun
positien. Meanwhile Companies B & C,still pinned down in the

epen ﬁerrain,#E%eerdered by me te infiltrate inte the tewn the

best way they ceuld while Cempany A centinued te press the attack
“on the town in an effeort te cemplete-:;;igggggan. The tankslwhich
had been left near the line of departure were breught ferward te
the outskirts of the town at high speed after daylight and they
greatly assisted in thé capture of the town. The ceordinatien with
tanks and the infantry during this fight was the best that we had he
thus far, and it would have been impessible to accemplish eur missies
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witheut the aid ef the direct fire whieh the tanks gave us.

v

In the ensuing fire fight it was disclosed that the town
was held by an entire German battalion and was alse the site of
the battalien CP. Because of its strategic lecwtien the enemy had
used it as a strengpeint. ByAtﬁis_time we picked up quite a number
of PW's. Since we were unable te evaecuate our casualties through
nemral channels because of direct fire frem eur left flank, th=se
Plifle were used as litter bearers, and helped us very much in

evacuating the casualties, several ef whem were serieusly W?Bnded,
ineluding the cémpany cemmanders of both @ emd@ Or Companyes 'Ehe C--
town was captured 4y mid-afterneen. In the taking eof the town,
Company A had berne the brunt ef the attack. It suffered two
casualties,l killed and 1 weunded. Beth B&=0 egmpaniesﬁéag;eréd
heavier casualties, due to the fact that they were pinned dewn en
epen greund by small arms fire and then subjected te the heavy
shelling described abeve. The entire enemy battalivn,ineluding
the battalien cemmander and staff were killed er captured with
éxeeptien ef a few men of their heavy weapons cempany whe were
in pesitien en the far side ef the tewn and were ebserved retreat in;
in the weeds te the east by a riflemen whe 5&:;;3 aptillery fire
en them. During the night we.sent-patrols te the outskirts ef
Michamps preparatery te an attack the next day.

Ihe diary ef the enemy battalien cemnander captured at Oubeurc;
described his fear ef oﬁr surprise artillery fire. Hg alse ‘
expressed the fact that his supply preblem was very diffieult and
that his supply Sgt whe was apparently seme miles te the rear ceuld
net leave anyref his equipment unguarded because it weuid be stolen
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by S8 treops. As it later turned out,the battalien cemmander was
one of our emergeney litter bearers as were other members ef his

staff. I questioned the battalien cemmander that evenking in
the CP after his jeb ef carrying litters was finished,andf;as
apparent that he believed the giggg»that Americans weuld kill all
PW's. This fact was very apparent when he failed to answer my
questiens and I said te the guard in charge, '"8heet him en baek
te regt". When I said "shoot" he evidently understeod a little
English, his eyes grew big and he started trembling_ be was
taken en back te ;‘egi:nent} KD @it cadesnd where they attempted
to gain mere infermatien frem him.

Ag 11&5,16 Janaury,we jumued eff frem the present pecitiens

te the town ef Michamps. An artillery preparation rreceded the
d

p
attack,. Theh

the entire tewn was in our hands. We would have céptured the

Battalion (ZEP was en eur left. By mid-afterneen

town earlier, but an air strike intended for the town ef Beurecy
caused us te be subjected te several direct bomb hits while we
were on the outskirts ef Michamps. This actien cuésed apprexmately
a two heur delay in our capture of the tewn. Heweveq neo

casualties were suffered by the misdirected bombs,altheugh it did
cause eur treeps te be wary about future air suppert.

We centinued the attack ##rough the woeds te the east but met
heavy smallcrms and csprtillery fire. Because of appreaching
darkness, we tieé in with the 24 Hattalien on our left and dug
in for the night.

On the morning ef 17 January, weé resumed the attack in the
face of enemy small arms, mertar, artillery and dﬂget tank fire
and gained pesitiens deminating the Beurch-Lengvilly Read. Ne
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seener had we gained thise pesitens, wiwem we were alerted feor
relief by the 13L4th Infantry. During this actien a great deal of
confusion was caused,because the unit en eur :ight had reported
that they held pesitiens in advance of their actual leeatien on

the ground. Thrse fautly reports which cam be at'ributed te

the lack of accurate maps and aerial photegraphs had been a
handicap in all previeus apératiens and had been the ecause of oup
suffering unnecessary casualties.

During the fighting ef the past twe days, our supply and
evacu:ztien routes were net only under econstant enemy artillery and
mertar fire’bughhe reads and trails were impassable because eof
the heavy snow. Again we had te resert te hand carry. Extrene
diffienlty was experienced in evacuating casualties, since the
enemy weuld fire on our medical peeps even th@%fh they displayed
the red ;g;;; flag. During the attack en Oubeurcy, the aid station,
when ordered to disﬁlace ferwardlhad te crawl in the snew over a
distance of several hundred yards iﬁ order te reach their next
le;ation. Ther equipment was carried on #heir backys .

The high light of éﬁs three-day actien was the splendid ceordi
ation between tanks of the 6th A;méred Divisien and our infantry.
The tanks and infantry moved ferward tegether, and we attribute
oursuccess in this aetien to this faet alene.

TO
PERIOD 5 JANUARY,6 JANUARY

In the early afterneon of 5 January the battalion was relieved
frem attachment te the 37th Infantry and attached to the 134th
Infaniry. I reported immediately te the CO of the 134th Infantry

and received the assigngment of helping te clear the supply reutes

FSS @ J/?

ef his 1st Battalien. After a meter and feet march te an assy
4 .
aread in the vieinity of 563547, Company B was cemmiied te accemplis
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this misesien. Due to early darkness the cempany cemmander had
little er ne# time te makeirecannaissance of the new area. That
night, regiment erdered this battallien te meve southeast teward
Intrebois, make a 90 degree left turn and attack seutheast at
daylight the merning ef 6 January. Ne time was had fer an
epprertunity te receinneiter this greund.' In erder te facilitoiA
our mevement teward the tewn of Lutrebeis, guides were furnished
frem the 13L4th Infantry who were to take us to a particular sectior
of woods frem which we ceuld iaunch our attack. The guides took us
te the wrong place with the result that we were unzble te attack
until midday. ThisAinearrect actien en the part ef the guides fren
a strange unit resulted in very much canfusianf%as entirely
responsible fer the delay in the attaek.

By early aftermeen one plateen of Cempany C had moved across

the epen flat terrain under heavy antomatic and rifle fire te the
edge of the woods at 567535. After dark the entire cempany had

moved up and was later fellewed by the remainder of the battalion.

PERIOD 7 NOVEMBEﬁfE;_NOVEMBER

On 7 Nevember the 1lst Battalion was in the tewn of Gremercy in
regiméntal reserve. The batﬁélion here received the erder fer
the attack the follewing day, which provided that the battalion
was to remain in reserve and begin the move to its reserve
pesition in the forest of Gremercy at 0300, 8 Nevember.

At about 1000,8 Nevember, the battalien moved te a ferward
reserve area in# e vicinity ef 2605 and at zbout 1730 was ordered
te attack between the 24 Battalion on the right and the 3d
Battalion which was at the time engaged in cleaning eut e the
town of Fresnes (05-27). The attack started at 2000 heurs with®
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Gﬂmpénycan the right and 2 Campanytin the left. The initial
missien was to secure a railfead statien just outside of Fresnes
were approximately a plateen ef enemy had set up machine guns
te sweep the right flank of the tewn ef Fresnes. Ceompanies C
& B secured their objective and remained in that pesition until
the following merning.

Company A moved from the assembly area tg the tewn of Fresnes
at 06OOJ9 Nevember, assisted the 3d‘§attalien:;leaning out the .
tewn and teok several P.i's out of the farm buildings, in whiech the
3@ battalion had spent the previeus night. In one instance, the
farm building, in which the CO of Cempany % issued the attaek
order te his platsen leader, was found te contain 7 Germans
soldiers about 1/2 hour after the erder was issued. The attaek
was te continue inte the seuthwest pesitien ef Chateau Salins.
Cempanies C & B continued the attack in the same formation
as used the previous nighﬁ,but were held up about 400 yards shert
ef the ferest by enemy rifle fire and 4e very heavy enemy mertar
cencentrations. Cempany A was cemmitted at approximately 1230 hour:
gnd was able to clear the enemy from the edges ef the faresf of
‘ %hateau Salins by attaeking acro;::front of Companies B & C under
cover of the woods. After the enemy had been eleared from the
edge of the ferest, Companies B & C continued their advance and
were able te penetrate the ferest te the vicinity ef 069287.

The attack cantiﬁued en 10 Nevember.Company’%‘G & B meved
ferward with the missien of taking Mesnival\0730l Appreximately one
company of enemy supperted by appreximately 5 enemy tanks were held-
ing the farm,and the twe assault companies were unable te gain

much greund. Exiremely heavy artillery fire was placed on the

- 9 -



farm;during the entire day. At ene time during the day enemy
tanks were able te penetrate eur lines and destrey ene of eur
™'s in pesitien with the reserve cempany. During the night, a
small enemy force was active behind eur lines and everran Gompany
B's CP killing the cempany cemmander.

At 0630,11 Névember,tﬁe 1st Plateen of Cempany A passed
through CGempany B and cleared'the Mesnival farm ef all enemy with
little eppesitien. The battalion cemmander then meved his CP
te the farm and issued the erder fer the econtinuation of the attack
The attack preceeded at about 1330 with the mission ef cempletely
clearing the western pertien éf the Fofest de Chateau Salins ef
enemy. The battalisn advancéd in column ef ecompanies, Cempany A
leading, and Companies B and C fellewing in that erder. Ne

aﬁpasitimn was met until the lead Cempany reached the vicinity
ef 088317. At that peint a platoen frem Cempany A attempfed

te cross an epen clearing in the forest and encountered heavy
machine gun and rifle grenade fire., Seme members of the platoen
whoe had penetrated fmrthest ‘were captured. It was beginning te
get dark. The battalion stepped,rearganized‘its line and remained
there fer the night.

At about 0800 the merning ef 12 November the battalien eontin-
ued its attack,still in a eolumn of Companies in the order of
Confpany A , B, and C respectively and reached the nerthern edge
ef the Ferest de Chateau Salins witﬁ:but contacting the enemy,
after which it continued the clearing eof the eastern sdge ef the
forest. During the entire attack ef the Faret de Chateau Salins
the prebléams eof supply and cemmunication were very difficult. There
weére few reads through the ferest and eld fire breaks had te be
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used fer vehialar traffic. The forest was very dense,and we had
difficulty with by-passed greups of enemy whe made travel in
eur rear hazardous. At one time the battalien surgeienJCaptain
Rewe11|while trying to bring a mediecal peep forward,was pinned dew
by machine gun fire several hundred yards behind our lines. He
fell down pretending te be dead. A German walked ever and kicked
him and then left. JThe night of 9 Nevember was spent en the nerth
edge of the Forest de Chateau Salins.

Befere this offensive began we had received srders that all
infantry treops were te leave their eveﬁZghees in:;;;r Breas ,—piles
Hewever, this battalien being in regiméntJreserve,kept their oevers-
Bhees,because qf the extremely muddy conditiens within their
immediate area. When the battalion was cemmitted,the men
continued to“ear their overshees despite the erder eof higher
headquariters. The casualties due to frestbite was, as a result ,
very lew,

On 13 Nevember the battalion meved te Chateau Brehain(}l}%)whe
it remained for three days while the regiment was in divisien
reserve. On 17 Nevember the battalion meved frem Ghateau Brehain
te anfﬁg;§$égea in Merhange({ 20—37).The erder was issued at
Herhange for*fontinuatien ef the attack at 0800 the fellewing
merning, threugh the secter of the 134th Infantry which held
pesitions aleng the main railread rumning nerthwest te seutheast
te the east of Merhange.

3122*%8 November the 1st Battalien attacked in the left half of

the 3$6+h seeter with the main read between Merhange and

Sarrejfguemines as the left boundary of the battalien, as. well as

the regiment. Companies C & B were assault companies with Cempany
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C on the left. The atiack“ent foerward smeethly, meeting enly

sporadic fire from 88mm guns. As the ferward companies reached
éhe vicinity 230398, extremely heavy artillery and mertar fire
temporarily stopped the advance. The battalion can;ander‘
Lieutenant Colonel J. T. Walker’was wounded and the executive
efficer,Majé;;zéaten’assumed_cewmand of the battalien. The enemny
held the very high ground in the vicinity ef Berig Vintrange and hi
excellent ebservatien of eour rates eof advance. Thus, the battgliol
cemmander ordered that all units of the battalisn sheuld meve te
the village of Vintranget?h—hl)during the heurs eof darkness and
continue the attack frem that lecatien the fellewing merning.

At 0800 ,19 Nevember ,Companies A & C resumed the attack
frem Vintrange, but were held up almest du=img the entire day, by
heavy machine gun fire frem Hill 265, just seuth ef Bertring.
During the night the battalien commander ordered Cempany B te
move ferward during darkness se as to by-pass hill 265 and eccupy
the town ef Linstreff 27-41 by daylight. Cbmpany A was te ®main
in its present positien and infrly daylight take Hill 265, and the
rejoin the remainder of the battalien at Bertring. The attack
proceeded successfully and by daylight the next day, tEQ'QO November
the tewn ef Linstroff belonged to.us. There was ne oppesitien
in the tewn, but Company B received heavy enem¢y artillery en
its left flank.

The battalion attacked frem Linstreoff at about 1200 en 20

Nevember, with the missien ef taking and securing the tewn eof

Erstrefr (308420). During the day Cempany B cleared the tewn

and Company C cleared the woeds just nerthwest ef the town.
Enemy artillery fire fell beth in the tewn and weods. Seme enemy
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smafinrms fire was enceuntered in the woods. On the merning
ef 21 November the attack began with Cempanies B & A in the
attacking echelen. All the weods east of Erstroff were cleared,
and Company B captured Maison Reuge F-.rm. The battalion remained
in these positiens threéugh the night ef 22 Nevember. During
20 & 21 Nevember we had enceuntered extensive German mine fields an
novroads ceuld be used unlil they had been theroughly cleared by
the engineers. Our ewn A & P plat en was kept busy sweeping our
cemmunicatien reutes and repairing reads %; that they ceuld be
used fer supply anﬂ'evacuatian. We were alse serieusly hamﬁred by
mid which made mest ef eur reads almsst'impasséble and neessistated
long éarrying parties fer supplies and evaeuatien. .

On the merning ef i@ 23¢ November Cempanies A & B resumed the
attack with the missien ef taking the town of Petit Tenquin 36-43,
Beth of the attacking cempanies were helth at approgymately 345435
by artillery m@rtar,automatie and small-arms fire ceming froem the
tewn. Weﬁthﬂizgi)h@avy supperting fires inte the tewn,andfiwe
leading cempanies finally moved inte the town by 0100, 24 Nevember.
The Germans were just moving out, and our lead cempanies captured
one of their vehicles, completely leaded, which had net yet pulled
out of the tewn.

By 1500 fh!'2h Novembeg the battali>n had finally been ahle
to m ve all its elements to the town of Petit Tenquin. This move
had been made extremely.diffcult‘since the many bridges in the area
had been blown, and we had towait each time for engineers to
complete the bridge. In additien, it was necessary te use our
maintenanee fruck and its winch to move vehicles over seme difficult

spets in the roads.
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The battalion changed its direction of attack and at
approximately 1800, Cempany B rioved southwest from Petit Tenguin t¢
take the village of Petit Rohrbach. The objective was reached
without opposition, but it was necessary for the attacking company
te wade several hundred yards through waist deep water covering
the fields,which resulted from the dams in the area being blewn
by the retreafing enemy. | |
The next morning, 25 November,Companies C & A joined Cempany i
~ at Petit Rehrbach and prepared to attack the towns of Uberkinger
(39u2)and Kappelkinger(§9u%} There was a large flooded area betweer
these two towns and Petit Rohrbach,and it was necessary for some
men towork in water oever their heads fo construct a feet bridge
by which the attaeking com:anies might cross. Company A-entered
the town »f Uberkinger just befere the enemy,who were approaching
it from the other side. A meeting engagement trok wlace in which
Company A destroyed by bazocoka fire one panzer tank, one fully
l-zaded half-track, one German command ccr and ne American peep
which had previously been captured by the ensemy and used by a
German of icer., About 25 PW's,including two efficers vere taken,
and about the same number of enemy soldiers killed. During this
entire action we suffered ne casualties. Kappelkingey was taken
later witheut incident. |
In bringing supplies te our companies at Kappelkinger and
Uberkinger, it was neeésary fer our vehicles to make a run of
several miles through the 26th Division sector ,since all the
bridges im our area had been blown.
| Later in the day Company B was moved east te the town of
Hazembaurgl(#h&l)and Company C to ﬁentzviller(@lh%l The battalion
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was relieved in these pesitions by elements of the 26th Divis ien,

and meved inte a division Sé;;eg:g;ea in the vie init,t;AVahl where we
reamined until 2 December,

On 2 De.-cember} the 1st Battalion moved from}its assembly area
to a new assembly area a Insming (3?—!4.01 The regi-ent attacked
on 4 December. The 1st Battalion was in reserve. Barly in this
attaek, the 1st E’aptalion moved from its assembly area in Insming
to an assembly areel::Hills-prich(39-,—!46)where it was committed at
about 1230 sr_lgglps to clear and secure the towns of Didering @3—!4.6)
Bet-tring&and Ballering(uu-u?). Here again, it was nepcesbiglxr ..
te cross many fleeded areas and streams over which all bﬁég&lie&és
had been blown. In moving up fer this attack German artillery was
- very heavy, and at ene'point reg_isfered several accurate hits in
the center of our battalion celunm,eausiﬁg many casualties.
B

ettring befere

Cempany A gsecured the towns ef Didering ang
darkness. After these towns had been éccupied by Eampanies B & c,
Company A meved out and seized the tovn of Bafllering, witheout
eppesition, just befeore midnight. It then placed a read bleck
on a main highway running through the town of Ballering, which
it was believed might be used by enemy treeps seeking te wthdraw
their forces :irom the north. At about 0200 en 5 Decemb;er a
column of enemy Armor attemptea’ te pass threugh this town on its
way te Sarralbe(hB-Lm) One half-traek of this celumn was
destreyed by bazoeka fire frem the Company A readbleck and another
half-traeck disabled by an AT mine. The remainder of the enemy
drmer withdrew after firing a few reunds inte the towm.

During the same day,5 Dedember, the battalion CP meved te

. Aa-JE
Ballering while B&—A-Cempanjescontinued the attanrk through the
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ferest ef Sarralbe, By darkness the attacking eempamies had
reached the vieimity ef 480-497. The battaliem CP meved te a
farm house im a ferest elearing amd issued erders there fer

a night attack te take the town of Willerwald(48-97. Cempany A
attacked seuth at abeut 0200,6 December, and eccupied the town
of Willerwald witheut eppesitien ,findimg that elements ef the
35th Divisien recennaissance had beem im the tewm since 1500 the
previeus day.

During this aetien supply wreecks were nem-existent. All
battalion vehicles meved aeress muddy fields,arnd eur battalien
maintenance erews were kept busy all night extricatimg eur
tranapirtation frem mud heles. We s2gain feund extemsive mine
fields anﬂ,no~foaﬂ could be used until after it had been threughly
swept fer mines.

During ﬁ?ﬁwnorning of 6 December we were erdered by Division
te send out and selze a bridge acress the Sarfe River im the vieinit
of Herbitzheim[§2-hél & distance of abeut 2 miles in frent ef eur
frent limes. A patrel was sent eut frem Cempany c,ané seen returnei
with the infrematiema that the bridge had beemr blewn and that ne
enemy had been eontacted in that area. Later that day, Gomp&nguA &
continued the attack threugh the ferest nerth of Herbitzheim, cemp-
letely eleared it of the enemy amd reached the west bank ef the
Sarpe River, The battalien remaimned there during the emtire day
w5 7 DSy SspaTasliveing SOY Sreeyley WiN Ty N Soe
fiver, in the vieinity ef Diedimg (551515) at 0500, 8 Deeember. Cempa
A was te cress at a blewn railread bridge witheut assault beatse
Cempary C was te cress the river Just south ef the tewm, K and cimpany

was te cress te the west of tewn, Enemy extensive greund werkds
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eevered all appeeaches tethe tewm and centrelled the river amd
its west bank in all directiems. The cressing was made on time,
The enemy garrisem had net expecteé,lt)and mest ef thé?isg;ps
were im the basements ef heuses instead eof in their trenches.
As a result, we were able te secure a feet-held em the west bamk
of the Sarre River. Cempany C was given the task ef cleaning eut
the town of Dieding. There were several heurs ef very heavyo..a
streng fighting and many casualfies were suffered. During this
fighting a ferward aid statien meved inte the tewn but was unable
te eveeuate casualties aecress the river fer severaliheurs because
of the extremem fire at the tewny,the cressing site.

Meanwhile, Cempany B by-passed the towng,{meved about LOO yards
west eof it’with the missien ef taking the high greund ovérlooking
-D

Suring its advance, the enemy counterattscked
Hhe .

frem the high greund with tamks smd half-tracks, and, —empany B

the bridge site.

Cemmander, Captain Charles F. Gilferd, instrueted his cempany te
withdraw te the railread cut while he persoﬂlly remaine@ several
hundred yards in sdvanee of them to direet artillery against the
appreaching enemy. Frem the cut the eempany epened with all ef
its fire pewer, and with the aid of artillery fire and ether
supperting weapens, sﬁ%esslfully repulsed the counterattaek.

On 9 December Cempamies B and C meved frem the high greund

D E
ieding te the town ef Wifsviller(58-54). There had still

areund
been no bridge ccmpletéé in the 320th‘neetnr|and it was neeessary{
cress the Sarre with eur heavier equipment at Sarralbe im the 26tk
Divisien seeter. Our anti-tamk guns, dispatched ever this reute te
ward eur ferward poaitiuns’were tyned back by a 26th Pivisien
officer just a few thousand yards shert of their sbjeetive with the
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infermatien that 35th Divisien trueks eould net use 26th Divisien
bridges. This matter was ealled te the attention ef the regimemtal
commgnder whe cemmmieated with the 26th Divisiemn Cemmander, and
our treeps were again dispateched and reaehed eur frent line in
the early heurs ef the fellowing merning.

| On 10 December, the battaliem CP meved te Wifsviller while
Cempanies A & € cleared the weeds just nortﬁ:yest eof Wiiéviller,and
assaulted twe groups erifarm buildings em the high greund ever-
leeking the Blies River, the berder of Germany. Extremely heavy
artillery fire had been placed em this area by the enemy. The area
surreund ing these farms were heavily beeby trapped by the enegw;but
sur artillery preparctien whieh preceded the assault expleded mest
of them befere our trseps creossed the greund.

On 11 December uempanies B & C attempted te reaeh the seuth
bank ef the Blies River, but small groups of enemy were still

present omn the seuth bank snd togeth@fZEﬂef enemy en the high
greund acress the river impeded our recennaissanees fer eressiag
sites.

Om 12 December the 1st twe mem frem the Divisiocm cressed the
Bilies inte Germany. They we?e 8/sgt Alvim C. Hamm.gs and 8/8gt
James W, Johmsen, both ef Cempamy B, Further';;;;;;;;;;;; were
made for erossing sites and engineer units were centacted to
furnish assault beats fer the cressing. Om 13 Deeember assault
beats were carried to the seuth bamk ef the river and left there
;gk;;e they were in plain view ef the enemy. It had been theught
that the enemy weuld leek fer anfexpect a crossing at the site
where the assault beats were lecated, and that a eressing at

andbher peint and by amether methed weuld take them by surprise.
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This esssumptien was ecerreet. On 1 December Gompan;sB & C by-passe
the enemy helding the high greunéd nerth ef the river, eressed
the river inte Germany bsr using a feet bridge seme distance te the
west of the assaul{.ménﬂ were able te seeure a firm foetheld. This
feotbridge later r’;;;é te be one ef the enly eroséing reints of the
river fer several days and was used by ether elements inelud ing the
134th Imnfahtry. |

Onee aeress the Blies,the 1st Batitalien was imstrieted to take
ard seecure that part ef the tewn ef Blieshruek(595?) which lay
nerth ef the river., The tewm was cleared by Cempany A en 17
December after heavy fighting. It was them pessible te ereet a
penteen bridge aeress the Blies at that peint.

Up until this time 211 supplies te eur frent line troﬁps WRB <o) ¢
mmeede hand earryifip exelusively. 1The regimental S-l4 had semt us
& wegsel te be used te carry supplies acress the river. We were
instructed ‘that the waasel was guarenteed to ﬂoat, but eentrary
te instruetions the weasel ended up at the bettem eof the Blies Rive
The battalien eentinued the attack nerth frem Bliesbrueky that same
day teward the toewn ef Reinheim (595600). The 1lst Battaliem was
the enly bat-talin{af the regimentferess the Blies River, sinece the
river at this peimt ran nerth amd seuth snd the resuinder of our
regiment was te eurvest. By appreximately 0200,18 December, Cempany
A bad penetrated Reinheimlcapturing 3 heuses at the edge thereef,
Fighting eentimued wuntil just befere daylight when he enemy withdrew
frem the tewn. At ene peint durimng this fighting the eeompany
commander of Cempany A, Captain Nermam C. Carey, had % hand &ohand
struggle with a German SS Sgt whem he met in the reem next te his
Cempany CP, The German surrendered as a FW,
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On 19 December the lst Battalion, in Reinheim as regimental
peserve, was imstructed te eeccupy a pesitien at Lehauf farm L60—61)
with ene cempany te preteet the left flamk ef the regiment. This
farm wae believed te be elear sinee ene eompany ef the ﬂaéri Battal:
had previeusly eeeupied it. Hewever, it was feuné that the farm
had simee beem develeped by the enemy inte a sireng peint. As a
-result, a twe day assault was necessary befere we were able te mtake
jt. The farm was finally takem en 20 December Sy a force
censisting ef the entire battalien supperted by a platoen of tamks
snd & plateen ef TD's. A large mine setting in frem the farm
presented s diffiecult preblem. This mine was eececupied by several
thousaad civiliand inhabitants ef the 'ne:lnity with their livesteck
Cf‘t# their furniture anﬁo:;;;plies. Some German seldiers,im additien
te eivilians weuld imfiltrate inte eur main lines durimg the night
and sttempt te return with- infermatien for the enemy ferees. The
reute te the farm frem the battalien CP was open te enemy
ebservatien frem the meuth ef the mine, and im erder te carry
supplies during daylight it was necesssry te cover this open space
by smeke shells frem eur mertar plateen. At approximately 1600
21 December, the battalion'was relieved by elements ef the 87th
_ Divisien, and it meved by foet teo the tewn of Wiisviller, where
trucke transperted it tec an assembly area at Hirbaeh. The battalie
reached Hirfaeh on 23 December and meved to & new assembly area in
the eity ef Metz where it remained until 26 December. PDuring this
peried 8 Novem,%r te 21 December, the battaliem suffered fewer eas-
ualties than any ether battaliem im the regiment, despite the faet
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that it was committed in actien during almest the entire peried and
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The entire peried was characterized by extremely difficult

supply routes. Reads were heavily mined and mud and terrain

alse served te impede our pregress,
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