Lieutenant Colonel Alfred X. Clark, Corrmnder
(formerly Bxecutive Officer) 137 Regiment,

35 Infatry Division, to Lt. H. 3. Jones at
Regimental CP near HERTEN, GRERIANY on 30 May
1945,

On the first of TToverber 1944, the 137th Infantry
Regiment held a 4 mile wide sector of the American front,
extending west along ridges from a point on the north edge
of the FORET DE ARWIECEY (0326) %o a »oint north east of

AJCIICOURT (U9726) FRAFCE. The Regimental sector was on

the left (West) vart of the 35th Division front. The 80th
Infantry Division adjoined our sector on the left (Wésﬁ).
The Germans held a line norti of the RAU D' 0SSON south of
MALAUCOURT (U9928) and JALLAUCOURT (30128). The German
outvost line was manned by riflemen dug in on the reverse
slopes of high ground north of the river. Our outposts were
entrenched on the reverse slopes of ridges south oé the
stream. The 35th Division had been holding defensive

positions for five weeks, preparations were being completed

for an American offengive.

The plan of attack, 35%th Division Field Crder 26, came
dovn %o the Regiment on ¥ovenber 7. X11X Zorss was to
attack northeast to the Rhine River and seize a bridgehead
east of the Rhine. ithin the Cor:s, 26th Inatry Division

would attack on the rizht (Fast), 35th Infmiry Division in
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the center, and 80th Infantry Division on the left (West).
Sixth Armored Division was to operate in the zone of 80th
Infantry Division while Fourth Armored Division onerated in
the zone of 35th Infantry Division, passing through the north
and west front of the Division after it secured a bridgehead
across the RAU D' 0SSON. ' The armor was to be cormitted
after the infantry secured a favorable jumping off nlace

for the tanks. In 35th Division sector the 137th Regiment
was to attack on the left (West) while the 320th Regiment
attacked on the right (East). The 134th Regiment was
initially in Division reserve. The 137th Regiment was
supnorted by the 737th Tank Batialion, less one company;
Commany B of the 60th Engineer (C) Battalion; and Company A
of the 654th Tank Destroyer Battalion. The attack jumped
"off at 0600 on 8 Moverber 1944,

The G - 2 estimate was that the Germans in our sector
held a line conmected by AULNCIS (09631), MALAUCOURT (U9928),
and FRESHES (Q0528), with possible reserve units at LENONCOURT
(Q0131) and CLAINCOURT (U9632). We believed that the enemy
lines were lightly held but well organized and that the
eneny did not have too much in reserve. We did not believe
that the Germans would be able to counter attack our forces
in streng th of more than one infantfy company su:;orted by
a maxirmum of 5 tanks. This proved to be trme. The Gcfmans
several small counter attacks uith,perhays a nlatoon of

infantry suprorted by two tanks. In the atback we expected
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to encounter some Gerran armor, ~erhaps a comany of German
tanks with each German infantry regiment, broxen into two
tanks per infantry companye. mhis also proved true, the
Gerrans fought many local delaying actions using one oI two
tanks or self nropelled guns in supvwort of platoons of

infantrye.

The initial terrain obstacle to the advance was the
RAU D' OSSON. This normally is a small fordable stream.
Heavy rain had fallen in the area for several weeks. The
1a Seille River had risen. The Osson. empitied into the lLa
Seille near our sector. The La Seille is a slow running
sluggish river, and water backed up rather than draining.
As a result water backed up from the La Seille into the
Osson and in many places it became too deep to forde It
was ‘therefore necessary to bridge the Osson in order to

get supply vehicles and armor across the stream..

The weather was bad all through the operatioﬁ. It
rained, sleeted, or snowed almost daily, and the ground
became muddy and too soft to allow passage of vehicles
anywhere except on the roads. The terrain was rolling
with many patches of woods, and was dominated by numerous
hills and high voints which were used by the Germans as
dbservatidn noints for artillery fire direction. Thé cold
yeather and the sogzgy rain soaked terrain were important

factors in nlanning the onperation. Our armor uas able to



overate successfully only on the roads, and supplies
could be moved up only on the roads. It was necessary bto
advance along the roads in order to use the fire power of

tanks and to have a way of bringing up sunplies.

In this area all passable roads led through viltlages.
The operation reduced itself to a fight Trom town to town
along the roads. The Germans defended the area from the

villagese.

Instead of setting hills or ridges és objectives we
used towns as objectives. The villages were usually in
valleys or on low ground. We would swing one or two
platoons behind a town, isolating it and kmocking out mortar
and artillery observers positions looking into the village,
then enter the town as gquickly as possible. This operation
of fighting from town to town, forced upon us by the weather
and the German method of defense, had several advantages.

It opened the roads for supply routes. It gave the troops
shelter for the nights. The harsh weather made living in

the field 1mpossib1e without greatly reducing the efficiency

of the troops. The villages afforded shelter fromthe

weather, a nlace to dry clothing, anq cover Iror enemy
shellfire. Our casualties in the villagea from enemy shell Tire
were negligﬁble. About ninety per cent of the men spent

the nichts inside the towns while ten per cent were placed
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in outposts 100 yards to 500 yards outside the village. ‘The
157th Regiment received commendation from General Patton for
having the lowest rate of trench foot in the Third Army. It
also resulted in the taking of many prisoners. When a toun
was surrounded and taken the German defenders became prisoners
rather than being able to withdraw and continue the fight. It
had the inherent disadventage that in attacking the towns

vwe were attacking the Germans in their strong point rather
than in their weak points. The situation would have been
different if the Germans had been known to have sufficient
reservés to launch strong counter attacks. Upon the basis

of the known factors of terrain, weather, and eneny strength

the plan was adopted and it worked out well.

The 137th Regimen%? part in the offensive resolved
1tself into three phases. From 8 Noverber until 24 Novenb8r
the Regiment advanced northeast about 30 miles from MALAUCOURT -
JALLAUCOURT to HELLIMER SAINT AVOID (Q3445) - ST. JEAN
ROERBACH (Q3848). During this time the Regiment captured
33 towns and took 1500 orisoners. We lost 76 killed, 573
wounded and 98 missing. The Reginmnx was in reserve from
o5 Novenber until 10 December. On 10 Decerber we attacked
across the SARRE RIVER into the edge of Germany and were

in action until 21 Decenber.
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At’ the Osson River the Regiment attacked with two
battalions abreast. The First Pattalion was on the right
(past) and the Becond Battalion was on the left (w@st). The

Third Battalion was initially in Regimental reserve at
MANHOUE (U9726). Each battalion operated with two companies
abreast and one company in reserve. There was a prenaratory
artillery barrage, centered on MALAUCOURT and ZALLAUCOURT
and on other known and suspected Germanrpsﬁitions. The
stream erossing was guickly executed by the fool troops
except for Company G of the Second Battalion. They were
on the left (west) of the attack and ran into deép water
and heavy German fire. At mid-morning a heavy fire fight
was going on for MALAUCOURT and JALLAUCCURT, which were
the centers of German resistence. During the morning
engineers brought up prefabricated bridges and put them in
place over the stream, suffering several casualties from
Gerran mortar fire during the process. After the bridges
were in operation armor and vehicles with supplies and
ammmnition were brought across the river and the aﬁtaék
continued. During the aftermoon the towns of MALAUCCURT
and JALLAUCCURT were in our hands, although stiff fire
Pighting continued during the night. The Regimental
Cormander sent one rifle company from the reserve battallon
to MALAUCOURT and one to JALLAUCOURT to relieve elements of

Pirst and Second Battalions in the town so they could prepare



to continue the advance. The towns were secured and outposted

during the night.

On the morning of 9 Novermber the attack continued and -
Pirst Battalion took crossroads 284 north of JALLAUCOURT at
Q024292, while Second Battalion secured the woods east of
LEMONCOURT. Fourth Armored Division was then cormitted.
The tmks went up with our own front elements to ORIQNCOURE
(Q0330) and LEMONCOURT (Q0231). The armor then turned east
to VIVIERS (Q0533 and LANEUVEVILLE (Q0551) with our troops
on either side of the tank columm. The tanks moved outb
slowly and our infantry was able to keep up with them on
foot. The tanks nassed through our lines on the afternoon
of 9 Novenber near VIVIERS but did not clear out the towm.
During the night a considerable number of Gerrans came |
into VIVIERS from the west as a result of the operations
of 80th Division further to the west. When our troons
tried to enter VIVIERS a fierce fight took nlace, but by
1600 on 10 Noverber the town had been taken. The First Battalion
went €rom CRIOCOURT to attack LANEUVEVILLE (Q0531). A good
deal of enemy tank and self nrovelled gun Tire came Trom
the viecinity of FONTENY (Q0732) and the wooded area east
of LANEUVEVILLE.

The Fourth Armored Division suffered heavy casualtles



in the vicinity of LANEUVEVILLE and VIVIERS and did not
sucéeed in making a breakthrough. Our Pirst Battalion
captured LANEUVEVILLE on 10 Novenber but was und le to
secure FONTENY before dark and was ordered to hold up for
the night. The First Battalion was successful in t&k ing
FONTENY on 11 Novenber. The overation then settled down
into a series of fights for the villages alonz the roadnet.

The Regiment fought with two battalions abreast, rodd&ting
the battalions every two or three days in order to'give
each battalion a rest. Six days was the meximum continuous
action for any-battalion'between'breaks. Compar ies were
wotated within the battalions. The men in the line battalions
ate chiefly K rations, although every attemnt was made to
get kitchen trucks up after dark to give the men hot coffee,
and where possible to give them hot cooked meals. The
men slept in the houses in the villages. The weather ‘was
cold. ZEach man carried one blanket in his pack. They took
advantage of whatever they could find in the houses in
the way of blankets. Supnlies were adegquate. The men
were equippved with overshoes, which were not altogether
sitisfactory because they were awkward to carry and made
men foot-heavy on long hikes. The arrunition sun)ly vas
adequate. A lot more artillery ammuﬁition could have been

used.

e Gerrmons defended the villéges hy small arms and
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automatic weapons fire from the houses themselves, and by

Pire from artillery and mortars emplaced hehind the villages.
The Germans had plenty of ammunition but seemed to have a ‘
limited number of artillery bpleces. They used the tons of
hills for artillery forward observers positions. These
hilltops were a special nuisance to us because the 137th
Regiment was almost always more andvancéa than the 80th
Infantry Difision front on our left. The 80th Division wad
advancing in an arc with the 1378h Regimental scctor on the
ingide of the arc. The result was that the Germans almost
always held hilltops on our left which were outside our sectare
This was no reflection upon the 80th Division, it was a
thing inherent in the terrain and the plan of battle. We
neutralized the enemy observers by placing fire on the

high ground which could have been used by enemy observerse
We adyénced with the roads as an axis of apnroach, with
troops from 300 to 500 yards on each side of the roads.

We were not bothered by enemy aviation. German ohservation
planes came over occasionally, énd there vere scattered

ineffective straffings.

The Germans also used runy toak - infantry teams in
fighting aelaying actions. In these teams they used one or

two tanks or self propelled guns and about a platoon of



infantry. The tank would take up a defilade position on

the reverse slope of a hill or behind some other abstacle

and the infa try would deploy behind a roadblock, natural
obstacle, or mine field. The German infantry would pin down
our advancing troops the German tank would shell them and
attempt to knock out any armored vehieles our peonle tried

to use against the German infantry. The team would put up

a short fight, inflict as rmany casual%iés ap vognible, then
withdraw to another favorable nosition and repeat the
performance. These teams were bold and well trained. We
would try to spot the tank and »nlace artillery fire on it,
and also plaée artillery and moritar fire on the German
infantry. These tactics vere cffective as a delaying action.
Tf the weather had been favorable our aviation might have
made these tactics impractical, but even on days when the
weather waé clear enough for planes to fly there was

usualiy a ground mist which made spotting the tanks diffieult
from the air. The whole oneration, from the German viewntint,
rmast have been considered a fairly successful delaying action.

The Regiment went into reserve on 24 Ioverber.

At 0500 on 10 Decenber the idegiment crossed the Sarre
River on a railroad bridge south of SARNRIGFUTNIIES (BL57)
with the mission of aﬁtacking‘northeést into Germany. The

Second and “hird Battalions were to cross the river and Jump



off at 0730. The 134th Regiment had already crossed the
Sarre, so no trouble was ant;cipated in getting over the
river. East of the River, the Second Battalion, on the left
(north) was to swing north and clear the part of SARREGUZMINES
east of the Sarre River, then go northeast and seize a
bridge across the Blies Xiver near FRAUENBERG (35560).

Third Battalion was to advance east and seise high ground
south of the Blies River. First Battalion was to remsin
initially west of the Sarre River. and suphort the Second
Battalion by fire. FRAUENBERG (Q5560) and HABKIRCHEN

(35660) were then to be taken.

The battalions crossed the Sarre before daylight
without difficulty and jumped off at 0730. Heavy Tighting
developed at daylight just after the jump off. The Germans
had artillery north of the Blies River, and heavy fire came
down upon our people as soon as it became daylizhit.
Company F, advancing north through SARREGUELINES, came upon
a potuery factory and.got inko’a Pfight with about three |
compm ies of Gerrman S8 troops inside the buildings. Ehe
fight inside the factofy lasted for several hours, an&'was
hitter and at close guarters. ''he Duilding was 75 yards
wide by some 200 yards long and was full of kilns, racks,

and stacks of vottery. The Germans fought with grenades and
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machine nistols from kiln to kiln. The fisht at SARREGUELITNES
went on for two days, the @ermans fighting from house to

house and from underground bomb proof sheliers. On 1l and

12 Decerber TEUIKIRCH (5858) and FRAURIBERG (A5360) were
ﬁaken. The Germans coniinued to throw hgavy concentrations
of artillery fire into SARREGUEKINES and FRAUENDBERG from
north of the 3LIEZS RIVER.

Tn FRAUZ'IZRG we set up mortars in gardens behind houses
in such positions that the houses were between the mortars
and the German positions. Ammmition was prepared and
atacked in the houses where it was readily accessable to
the mortars. The moriar crews stayed in the houses where
:they could run out quickly with prenared charges, fire 30
or 40 rounds swiftly, then duck back into the houses. The
. arrangement proved very effective because it gave the mortar
crews cover, and made nossible a readily accessible sunnly
of ammmmition. The mortar crews suffered no casualties while
so set up. In one 15 minute neriod the First and Second
Battalions fired 1100 rounds of 8lmm mortar ammunition from

these positions and broke up a determined Yerman counter attack.

nefore dawn on 13 Decenber the Third Battalion crossed
the Blies River in assault boats a$id FRAUENBERG and nushed
north foward the BRIETERWALD forest. The fighting continued

north of the Blies River in the vicinity of the BRIZTZRWALD



woods until 20 December when the Regiment was withdrawne.

Tn discussing the experiences of the 137th Regiment
in its onerations against the Germans, Lieutenant Colonel
Clark said that the most important single lesson that had
been learned was ihe value of obtaining fire superiority
over the enemy and maintaining that fire superiority. Ie
said that having always plenty of artillery ammmunition was
the greatest single factor in successful operations -
that if artillery fire could be maintained on enemy
nositions, narticularly on actual or potential artillery
observers positions, it is possible to disorpganize the Germans
with a great lessening of American casualties. As a

specific case in point he fleferred to the experiences of
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the 784th Tank Batt alion which saw its firet action

against the Germans in support of the isvth Regiment. When
that tank battalion first went into action, possibly
beeause its menbers were nervous over their first fighting,
the ta kers opened fire on everything in enemy territory
that looked like an enemy nosition - clumps of trees,
houses,-haystacks, etq. The result was that rany concealed
eneryy .guns and emplacements vere knocked out before the

Germans had a change to fire a shot, and American casualties

were very light.
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