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INTERVIEW NUMBER

Unit: lst Battali-n, 137th Infantry Regiment, 35th Infantry Divisione.
Action: 8 Wovember to 21 November 1944.

Source: Intervie- vwith liejor Robert Louis Stephenson, Battalion sxecutive
Officere.

Intexviewexr; Capt Jacob Goldman. | !

Place and Date of Interview: Battalion CP at Bottrop, Germany, on Z8 lLay
1945,
Maps: Series 4471, Sheetss iXXV-13 and 14; XXAVII-12 and 13; XXXVI-12, 13,
14 and 15; XXXITT-13; XXLIV-14.

BARALAL After Action Report.
Cerments: person ihterviex-?“' exoressed difficulty in remembering detailed

events because of the lapse of time. The After Action reports wors gsed as
a guide and to refresh his recollection.
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137th Infantry Reziment
1st Battalim

Interview vith Lajor Robert Lq',’z.s Steghenson, Executive Officer, at
the Battalion CP at Bottrop, Germany, on 28 liay.

8 Hovember We had been on sustained, active defense in the Foret de
Oremercy sector from 003-261 to 042-263 and along the contour of the forward
edge of the forest. The battalion was aproximately at full strengzth at
the time of the jump off, and the men wer in good condition. The casual=-
rties had not been heavy, since the strugzle had been cimpleted for tme
gre~ter part of the forest. e patrolled agzressively zid ennstantly and
received ruch eneny artillery., The eneny Torces immediately in cantzct
witl us were centered in the Jure woods (02-27) rand in Jallaucourt (Cl=27).

At 0600, after a heavy artillery preparation, the battzlion Jumped off
with the mission of seizing Jallaucourt and cortinuing the attack to seize
an obje ctive line running lgenerr.lly throu~h Lemoncouz"t.(()li-BG), Oriocourt
(03-30) and Leneuveville (C4-30). The plan was to cross the Rau d*Osson
River, a tributsry of the La Seille iiver, bridge it, and thus allow GCA
of the 4th Armored Division to shake loose and exploit ~ breakthroug: if

he situstion warrated it. The battalion vlan vas to comait Comzany G
frontally =t Jellsucourt '~ith Company A following initially. Comnany B
vasz to ra:.-b and be prepared to ride =a coﬁpzmy of tanks az soon as the pic-
fabricated bridge could be phced into position at 998-271 by tue 35th Infantry
Division Znmineers. The 4th Armored Division vas not to cross until ti:e

obje ctive line was seized, tnat is, until a bridgehead 7S entz'x"r.\.lished. By
G720 one platoon of Jomrony ¢ -az in Jallzucourt wille the other tvo plo-
toons —ers pinrned dorn west of the torn by heavy eneny fire, Jommany A vas
owmitted to assist Comieny o i» geenrine tle tovn, only a nurt of *den

trd heen clecred by 13"10. wlotoon of Jomosny D

. g poture of +vo meound TFLY Wy Sorcenies A and S ome rritled tho
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bridging of the river. The Iround goined vos across the river, and the

enemy hed no ohserveiion of the bridee site. Consny [y riding tanks,
rapidly closed in to wlie tovm. The enemy fraze in +hair mositions b toe
sresence or the trmor,  Thi TonpInT ud oner=tiny Lacted to LHO0 rnd -é,pproxi-
wetily 200 UUs ere torens e comMDENY cominder and a platoon Leader or
Gumpany C were evacuated. Company A ‘was tien commi tted to cleur iie Juire
~oods. Tu2 )13!"‘.2'.'.“! volved —utting tio 1 fuatry om & cu.o oy el ’:.mr snd
wovioe hem Borvod $.6 7 nods, firing as tuey apprf'mched ite e tunks
n:lted 5C yards s ort of tie wonds roper. 1ho tnfantry dissountod wnd,
sovered by 4he tonk filre, entered the woods. Tue entmy I sista~ce in the
jurre Joods, congisiing of orzoniced smull arms fire from duz in os.ilons,
@ rtinued nuntil efte.s midnioit. ’

in 4.3 afternoon Comteny K lad been dispatcied %o dofend e towm of

Jallaucourt

&

o tamt thie lst Battalion could continmuo the abtnek s follov'-_
ing morning *to seize Oriocourt.

9 loverber The attack moved out in"thc morning ~-ith Company 3 on tue
rig t and Comany O on the lefd in platoon colwm astride ti.e road Jpllou=
court to Ofiocrm'rt. 1o attuck made good provress. Thno Ftu Armored Livie
sion elsme-ts wers f£olloving behind as e approacied our objective, a\.miting
tiie opnortunity to exploit a breakthrougzh. Seve al enerny positions ere
cleared up hv marc:ing fire vith fow casualties. 3Y 1400 Oriocourt aad been
cecured end 150 Pis, ireludi..g sn suemy batiery of field crtillery ir:.ta.ctl
4o retiior with its nersonnel, vere tukon.

The advance continued tovard Laneuveville, aud the torm vas secured
against scatterafsnall aris resistance. An enemy battelion eorminder and nds
ateff voere eciptured. Tas advence contimued, and the hiza goound in the
vicinity of coordinates C35-319 overlooking Fonteny vas svon re:ciied without

resistance.
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10 llovember ‘fns battalion jwiped off at 0700 to seize ‘onteny (07-32)
with to corwsnies =breast, Conjyony Bron the rizght and Company &4 on thc lefte
Tae plen vae for Jorruny B o meke a holding effort on tlis risht flaﬁk of
the battelim, veroe we verc getiing much enemy 20rm, maciine gun and 'SP
fi;e'frcn the Chateau Salins Toods, and to pass Company U, mounted on &
company of tunks, througa the foot elements of Company A,which was aolding
o line from 062=-321 to 065-315, und attack Ffonteny. Company A was taen $o
follow Com:any C when passed througil. Arnored infartry elements of the 4ih
Armored Division ere still in contact with our infantry units, with tlie
bulk of the armor assembled in and about Lancuveville, *altwng for the
opportunity of a breakthrouth. kud was our greatest enemy. Tue tanks had
to be Tinched into position for the jump off, because they vere mired. deep
in the rude ieavy enemy artillery and tho vigorous enemy defense of thoc
area frustrated us from teking Fonteny during tie day, +nd at 1800 we were
ordered to 1:0ld our ~ositions on the ridgze west of Fonteny and p-trol the
tom during the nighte

11 - 12 Hovermber An early morning patpol reported that the enemy was

s+ill in Fonteny in comsiderable strength and dug in on the hizh ground
northeast of Fonteny (Hill 281), the woods southwest of the torm and along
an snti-tank ditch north of the tovm. ve. attacked in early morning with
two comsanies abreast as in the previous day and vith the same nlan. GCom=
panies A and C succeeded in zettinzg in to Fonteny by 1330 and by 1500 aad
cleared almost the entire torm. Heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire vas
streaming in. Our casuclties while entering ronteny were very -:Cavys The
company.commaﬂder of Com-any C, Capt Harry C. Simpsoh, was evacuzted.

Almost irmediately thereafter, CCA of tie 4th Armored Division sensed
a breaktnrough. "hey started forward, using tie main road between Laneuvevilke

and Tonteny. Actuelly tae rosd at 067=-315 to C58-319 was stlll undcr enenmy

anti-tank fire from the Chateau Salins woods. e had avoided the firs by
‘ ‘ - 3a
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ﬁnching <:;ur tenks tarouzh the cover of the 1r;se.s:i.r.t nortirmrest of the road.
Xnovring the denger, I tried to head off the advancing column of CCA, but
before I could reach them, they iefa taken under tiis exact enemy fire and
stopped cold. The commanding officer of CCA and the artillery com:anding
officer were killed, and approximately 20 tracked vehicles were disabled.
The entire column vas immmobilized.

The 3d Battalion was ordered to relieve us before daylight the follow=
ing morning. The relief was accomplisied without ineident during the dark=
ness. ‘The remaining Germans had withdrasm from Fonteny prior to daylight.
We assembled in La.ngveville'ﬁth the mission ofl sroteeting the still wul-
nerable right flaj.nk of the regiment. The rifle com»anies were now reduced
to a strength of 10C men each. ‘

13-17 November At 0600 the 3d Battalion continued the adbence to
Chateau Brehain (11-34) across country, and we dispiéced behind them west
of the Chateau Sp.lins woods. In Chateau Brehair we encountered the first
civilians vho had not been evacuated. The enemy resistance had dropped con-
giderably. By approximetely 1300 CCB of the 4th Armored Division and our
regimentsl troops were advancing north and east in the zones assigned to us.
We were gtill reserve end at 1600 displaced from Chateau Brchaln f.o Lorthdille
(14-37).

It was very cold and duri g the night a heavy snowfall covered the
ground to a depth of thres inches. Casualties were very low, and tlere
were indicetions of o breakihrouszh. The 2d and 3d Battelions wers to resume
the ~ttack the following morning. e vere %o remain in reserve. By 1700,
14 llovember, the 3d Battalion had reached Bareonville. By now the 2d Bat-
talion and GCA imd cleared Destrg (16-39) We vers still in reserve: ot
Varthille mekine reconnaiesances for wossidl: employmend wnd remwined in

©zerve guring 15, 15 and 17 NovenbeT..
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18 November  The lst Battalion mede 2 ni.g;ht merch from Merthille to
Baronville (1'?-3'?); Tn +'c morning it jumped off on the right of the 3d Bgt-
taiion from a line of departure at tie railroed track in the vicinity of
coordinates 210—38..‘3., with Gompenies B and C =breast, Company C on the right,
advanced sround the right of the Bt de lutche, and seized llarprich (21-41)
against slight opposition.

We then contirued the attack through the woods to the north an%ast,
and in & flenking action, seized the town of Berig-Vintrange (24-42). The
enemy had pre pared defenses along the road, entering. from the gouti. We
entered from almost due west, surprised them and secured the tovm with little
onposition, taking 75 PWs. When the reserve company, Company A, started to
displa ce frem ilarprich to Berig-Vintrange, the enemy, realizing wint had map=
pened, tihrewv a tremendous baxrage of mortar and artillery fire into tue
colurm and pinned dovn %he company in the Le llaut Bois, for nmore taan taree
hours. Lo fire fell in Berig~-Vintrange. Company A was able to comple te its
displacenment by dusk, and at 1800 the battalion vas ordered to hold up _in
the tm;.'n for the mighte.

19 November Blements of CCB of the 6th Armored Division meved into
the regimental zone at 0900 and moved through us toward Bergring (2:5;-42).
They were stopped cold, short of the towm, by heavy enewy anti-tank fif‘e and
an anti-tank diteh south and west of the :hown, whien could not b Ly-passed.
0CB deployed to the le £t of the road runniny from Berig~-Vintrangoe to Bertring.
Our battulion, wiose mission was to clear Bertring, very guickly caught up
vita the leading armored elements of .GCB and was subje cted to the same fire.

After being stopped for most of the day, the following plan of attack
vag coordincted with CCB. Tne battalion was "to jump off at 1630 with the
mission of seizing Bertring =mnd Gros Tenquin (27-43). At the sa.ae.time,

6t Armored Division sir suppows was to bomb Gros Tenquin end strafe the
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road leading mortheast of the tovm and the west edge of the Bois de Freybouse.

L3

Our division artil;ery and the 6th Armored Division aftillery and attacaed
corps artillery, totalliﬁg 19 bvattalions, wer: to place a TOT on Gros éenqnin
at the same time as tie air strike and contimnue to “laster ilp roads leading
out of Gros Tenquin. The 8lmm mortars of the 2d Battalion which had displaced
+o Berig=Vintrange were to be used in conjunction with the 8lmm mortars of
our ovn battalion to throw a tremendous WP mortar barrage into Beriring |
proper. The battalion of medium t.nks of the 6th Armored Division was tﬁ
pull out of its defiladed positions left of the road, deliver direct fire
into the forward edge of Bertring and continue this fire until maskéd by our
infantry. The entire plan was coordinated in 45 minutes. All fire was to
start at the time of the jump-off,.

We jumped off on time, seized Bertring and Gros Tehquin with almost no
opposition and suffered only two casualties. Lliuch enery equipment and many
PWs, shaking with fear, were captured. The coordination was so qerfacty that
civilians and PWs stated that t® air strike bombs had hit at exactly the
same instant that the TOT hit Gros Tenquin. Defensive positions were set upe

During the night we were relieved by the 2d Battalione

20 - 21 November We followed tle 2d Battalion as they attacked toward
Hellimer-(33-44) and in tiie evening of 21 November followed them into the
town under lieavy enemy artillery and mortar fire. We suffered he#vy casual=-
ties.

22 Hovember This battalion attacked from riellimer with a bvattalion of
medium tanks of GCB, 6th Armored Division, to seize Leyviller (35-48), sub-
rounded the town by 1100 and secured it by 1400 against heavy artillery fire
and scattered swall arms fire. The battelion then continued due east in an
attempt to outflenk St Jean Rohrbach (38-48), and seizeéi%y 1800 against

neavy artillery and taenk fire. ~fhe enemy troops had pulled out of the tovm

-
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vefore ve reasched it but started ;bo shell the torm.

wa Wt

23 November At approximautely 0500 the battalion attacked with Com=
pany A on the rizst and Comvany G on the left to seize .iillsprich (40-46).
No armor was attached. |

When the forward olements reached the high ground southeast of 5t Jean
Rohrbach, five enemy tanks and numerous anti-tank weapons could.be observed
in end around iiillsprich. It vas obvious that the Germans had massed their
anti=tank méans to stop a possible d:':ivé of our armor. Four TDs were sent
un to us by regiment, and they tried to cope with the enemy tanks ut were
compelled to withdraw., The enemy, evidently expecting armor, pulled back
into the town all of its infantry, an estimated battalion, and approximately
25.ta.nk3 which supported them. The battalion and companies knew vhat was in
ﬁhe torm but were ordered by regiment to make the move. Battalion did not
crowd the forward companies, but alloved them time to meke the move on
their own initiative. The two leading infantry companies, Companies A and C,
both understreng'l;h each with about 75 to 80 men and without Armor or effec-
tive anti-tank veapons, jumped off on their own initistive, crossod 80C yards
of open ground and entered the northeast edge of i'ilsprich. Casualties vere
very neayy  The company commander of Company A vas killed =nd tihe company
commznder of Company G vas wounded and ezptureds All of tue remaining of fi~
cers of Company C were captured and only one officer of Compeny A, 1lst Lt
Lyon, survived. s reorganized the remnants of ti» two compénies, altogebhek
about 60 men, and led them out back to 3t Jean Roarbech under cove: of dark-
ness. During the entire action ve lost four men killed, 26 wounded and 39
TIA. ¥o nev esti-ate of the situation was made by "sj.-:ht;sr teadquarters. The
suspecte’ onemy strencin vas confirmed by the losses sustainede.

24 ilnovember  The enany vt drew from [ ilsprich during the night, and

he 134th Infantry ewntered t ¢ tovn without opposition. The hattalion
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comei1BaFith tho regiment in roeserve at Ste Jean Roarbach until 30 November
when it moved to harprich vhere it remained with the reginent in corps
reserve until & Decermber. On‘that day it moved %o a forwerd assembly arca
in loving (44-46). Tne 134th a''d 32Cth Infaniry Regiments.were attacking,
snd the 137th Infantry iegiment was in division reserves On 8 December ve
moved by foot to an assembly urea at iiambach (46=52) and on 9 Deceiber to
sarreguenines (51-57). The regiment wa: still in reserve. The portion of
this to'm east of the river hiad never been taken, Artillery mid sﬁall arms
fire from the eastern bank streamed into our sector.

On 10 December tie 24 Battalion captured tiat nart of Sarrezuénines
east of the Sarre River. We followed behind in support and on 11" December
to;k up defensive positions therein wiile the 2d Battzlion continmued to
mop up. We remained tuers until 15 December when ve crossed the Blies
River behind tho 34 Battalion vhich was heading for the woods &t 5?-66..

We defended the division lefi flank from Sarreguerines along the 3Blies
iver until relieved on 16 December at 1725 by the 2d Cavalry Group. On
the same day we moved into an assembly zrea in Neunkirehen (53-58) and
remeined there until the 17th at 2200 when we relieved the.3d Battalicon
aéross the Blies River at 570-610. The 3d Battalion had been trying to
take the Bisterwald Woods (56-62)s Actually there were only 40 men left
in the 34 Battulion azrea. Attached to us at the tiﬁe wss a pletoon of
five tanks and tiree TDse.

18 December At 0730 we jummed off to seize and secure tue Bieterwald
“loods. We knew at the time that the woods were being defended by approxi?
mately 200 enemy troops suppbrted by several tanks., Te also knew that we
would have to take the woods quickly and have érearranged fires ready to
put dovm as soon as we got in or else e would never be able to hold it.

The 3d Battalion had previously been thrown out of the woods seversal timese
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The infantry moved forward supported by the tank fire until that fire weas
masked by the infantry. The ta ks then followed tne infantry at 200 yards.
The woods was secured within 5C minutes with few cosualties. Lo sooner had
the far edge of the woods been reached when t+he enemy counterattacked with
an estimated 200 infantry supported by tanks end SPs. e opened up with
‘our rearrenged artillery and mortar fire, and brouzht the tanks up to fire
point blank at the few enemy soldiers that managed to close in on uss The
TDs pushed out to the edge of the woods'and gilenced the fires of several
of the SP suns. Without the tanks and TDs we could never have been abie to
hold the ground, since our strength was depnleted. Each rifle company aad a
strengt: of 50 to 66 men. The prearranged fires also helped us to hold the
ground and repulse the enemy.

During the remasinder of tuc day several small enemy éounterattacks vwere
repulsed. Roadblocks were set up at all entrances to the woods and logical
approaches into the woods fof armor wére mined. Positions and emplacements
were improved and our troops had an opportunity to place overheud cover on
foxholes. lac'ine quns were placed in positions to permit final protective
lines, znd &ll our defensive fires were zeroed in. Enemy armor continued
to place.direct fire on our nositions throughout the day, but eac: time our
s vould »ull up and fire, and the Germen armor tould vithdrawe. Wé con~
tinued to hold tlese positions until 21 December, repelling small enemy
counterattacks.

At about 0900, 21 Decerber, the enemy opened up viti: an intense aftil—
lery barrage waich was so heavy that altihoush the cround was maddy, it
reised smoke 100 feet irto the air, completi’g blanketing the Bieterwald
Toods. Our srtillery liaison officer directed the countor bettery fire of

23 battalions of srtillery in an endeavor to stop the barrage, which con-

timed relentlessly for tvo aund one-half hours. Our 8lmm morisrs fired
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1,800 rounds of mortar smmunition on likely jump=off positions, including
| the Buckholz Toods (56-53), the deep ravine at 572-622 and other positions
that could not be reached by the artillery.

“men the enemyrinfantry storted to come, all our fires were shifted to
close-in prearranged targets. The five tanks and three TDs, which had been
withdrarn temporarily, were ordered back to the woods and arrived in time to
assist in repelling the enemy infantry, who, although not accompanied by
armor, were supported by direcf fire from the enemy armor to the reser. Ve
could hear men screaming nnd horses squealing and knew that he:vy casualities
were inflicted on the enemy. I believe it was an eneny attack in force.
llowever, it vas completely repulsed. We were nof counterattacked again in
tuat position. During the period of the enemy berra-e and counterattack
only two casualties vwere suffered. The 324%th Infeniry Regiment, <4th Inflan-
try Division, relieved ms at 2255 and th; battalion asserbled in Folpers-

viller (550-585).
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