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Howard Donald Keplinger was born November 4, 1919,in Hagerstown, 

Washington County, Maryland. His father is Howard C. Keplinger (1887- 1956) 
and his mother Lona E. Widdows (1885- 1963). He had five brothers and two 

sisters. 

 
John Keplinger (1909 - 1956) 
Paul L. Keplinger (1911-1980) 
Ruby Irene Keplinger (1913-2006 
Charles Keplinger (1915-1999) 
Ethel Louise Keplinger (1917-2003) 
Rudolph L. Keplinger (1922 - 1945) 
Herschel Keplinger (1927 - 2002) 
 

 

Howard married Evelyn Virginia Summers in 1939.  They had three 

daughters: Betty Jean (Price), Betsy Jane (Thompson) and Peggy (Dudley). 
Betty Jean and Betsy Jane are twins. Two of the daughters live in Hagerstown, 
Maryland, and one daughter lives in Harrisonville Pennsylvania. 
 

 
 

PFC Keplinger's daughters in 2013: L-R. Jean, Peggy, Jane 
 

 

 



Keplinger enlisted in the Army on March 14, 1944, at Fort George G. Meade, 

Maryland. PFC Keplinger received his basic training at camp Wheeler, Georgia. 
He joined Company E of the 137th Infantry Regiment on September 18, 1944. 
He was promoted to PFC on November 30, 1944. 
 

 
 

Sweetheart Pillow Case from Camp Wheeler 



 

 
Regimental crest of the 137th Infantry Regiment, 35th Infantry Division.  PFC 

Keplinger Joined Company E on September 18, 1944 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Murray Leff with his book "Lens of an Infantryman" 

 



PFC Howard Keplinger was Killed in Action March 9, 1945. The 35th 

Division was in Germany. On March 7th, the Division was fighting on the 
outskirts of Ossenberg while absorbing all types of intense enemy fire. The road 
from Rheinberg to Ossenberg gave the 137th the strongest opposition 
encountered during this operation and was dubbed "88 Alley". The enemy was 
determined to hold Ossenberg in order to keep their positions west of the Rhine 
River and Wesel. On March 9th, the 2nd Battalion was mopping up the 
remaining enemy resistance in Ossemberg. PFC Keplinger was killed in action 
that day. He is buried in the American Cemetery and Memorial at Margraten, 
Limburg, Netherlands, Plot H., Row 6, Grave 27  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

From the Morning Herald, Hagerstown, Maryland, 23 March 1945 

 



 

 
Rheinberg Area Location Map 



 

 
 

 
 

Headstone of PFC Howard D. Keplinger at the Margraten American Cemetery, 

Netherlands 
 



 

 

 
 

Murray Leff, March 10, 1945, in Ossenberg, Germany, one day after PFC 

Keplinger was Killed in Action. From book “Lens of an Infantryman,” 

by Murray Leff 



 
 

PFC Howard Keplinger is the recipient of the Purple Heart and the Silver 

Star: 

 
The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of 
Congress July 9, 1918, takes pride in presenting the Silver Star 

(Posthumously) to PrivateFirst Class Howard D. Keplinger (ASN: 

33845493) United States Army, for gallantry in action while serving 

with the 137th Infantry Regiment, 35th Infantry Division in action near 

Ossenberg, Germany, on 9 March 1945. Although himself wounded by 
shell fragments during the course of a sharp enemy counterattack 

supported by artillery fire and tanks, Private Keplinger, a rifleman, 

made his way to a wounded comrade some fifty yards distant. As he 

carried the soldier to cover, Private Keplinger was killed by the near 
burst of another enemy artillery shell. His gallant self-sacrifice in 

placing the life of a wounded comrade above any thought of personal 

safety reflects the highest credit upon Private Keplinger’s character as a 

soldier. 
 
 
 

 
 

Silver Star medal 

 



 
 

Report of Death, March 29, 1945 



 
 

Correspondence with the Red Cross regarding the final burial place for PFC 
Howard D. Keplinger 

 



 
 

 

The family erected a memorial plaque (Cenotaph) in remembrance of  

PFC Howard D. Keplinger at the Rest Haven Cemetery 
Hagerstown 

Washington County 
Maryland, USA 

Park Lawn, Lot 158, Space 3 

 



 

 
Howard’s wife with her three daughters.  Evelyn remarried.  She died in 1999.  



 

Howard’s brother, Sgt. Rudolph L. Keplinger served in the Pacific Theater 

during World War II and died of his wounds on May 24, 1945, on Luzon. 
Rudolph served as a Sergeant, 12th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, 
U.S. Army. He enlisted in the Army on December 16, 1942, in Baltimore, 
Maryland. He was noted as being employed as a sheet metal worker.  He was 
married to Delorous Marker.  Three days after his brother’s death, he himself 
went to the aid of a wounded friend and was wounded.   
 

Rudolph "Died Of Wounds" received in action on May 24, 1945, and was 

awarded the Purple Heart.  He is buried in the Manila American Cemetery in 
the Philippines in Plot B, Row 4, Grave 138. He was also awarded the Silver 
Star. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Howard's brother grave site at the Manila American Cemetery in the Philippines 



 

Keplinger Brothers’ names on the U.S Roster of War Dead. 

 
 

  

From the Morning Herald, Hagerstown, Maryland, 27 March 1946 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Murray Leff at the grave of Howard Keplinger. 

 


