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137th Infantry Regiment
34 Battaliom

]:_p_terviaw with Colonel Albert . Butler, Battalion Commander, a'l; '!;Sm

: Be.ttahon CP at Waltrop, Germany, on 30 May 1945,

On the ® rning of 8 November st 0600, the 137th Infantry Regiment
attacked to the noﬁ:heut\' in the regim_ental :@. The 1lst Batltalion ‘o'n'
the right was o seize Jpllaucourt (01-_27). :mit:l.ally, and .c'anti'nue the
advence., -The Bd Battalion on the left ﬁs to seize Malaucourt initially,

and continue the advance. The 320th Infaﬁtry,was on the righf of the 137¢h -

Infantry and the 80th Infantry Division on the left. The 3d 'Battalioﬁ, 187th

. Infemtry, was held in reserve at anhoue (97-26) with arders to be prepared

to follw the lst Battalion. The 1st and 24 Battalions sur.eessf‘ully sameﬁ

"the towns after hard ﬁghﬁing. At 1400 I was ordered to the rsg:.memttl CP

and 't.old to be prepared to assist the 151; and 2d Battalions in holdlns tha
towns. I gent Company I to Jallencourt and Company K to Halak.-onr‘ta t 1830,

I was ordered by the regimental commander o move the balance of the 'bat'b&lion

!in-bm Jallnueourt, then oeeapi.ed by the 1lst Ba-ktarian and my Company I. Betmen

'the hours of 1900 and 2000, Companies I and K. wer e oecmpied in r‘dueinz onemy |
maehms gun positions north of their towns which haé been harrasning their
posltiogs. .

At 0430, 9 November, the balance of the batialion left Manhoue for

'. . - AT
Jallgucourt. The l1st Ba.tta.lion, gtill in Ja.llmeourt, moved -out, appraxim:!;eiy

0800 behind elements of the 4th Armored Division, sttakking in their zone.. '
.&'{; 0930 the regmental commander erdered me to furnish aeeur:s.ty for the regi-—
ment. ‘duiring the bmdgzng of ths Ran d'Ossqn. Compeny L was assigned the
migsion, The bé.ttalion, still in reserve, followed the regimeh_tal attack and
established & forward CP at Oriocourt (03-30)s | |

At 1945, the same- day, this battalion was ordered to cut the _e'aﬁle line

which was part'of the Maginot commfication system held by-"the Germens along
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the Hétz-chaieauléallns highway. Tﬁis hWighway was under enemy fire, A
detail from the ba*tallon emmunition and pionser ilatoon, led by Lt Jansen,
the platoon ieader, moveq out to aecompliish the mission, In the heurs of
derkness and in a driving rain, the detail located the cable on the northeast
side of the highway at 039-309, - With the ws e of demoiitions'and afﬁer two
hours of digging in the mud, the cable was successfully blown at 2345.

The lst and 24 Batfalions continued the advance the following morning,
10 November, agaihst glizht resistance. This battalion, following the right
battalion, moved to the vieinity of Lsneuvaviile (04-3C) and at léld'was |
ordered to clear the tovn of Donjeux (02=31). That>mission was assigned to
Company I, and the town was cleared by 1400 witﬁout incident. Casualties
were slight up to now, - At 1520 this battaiion was orderedlto clear and defend
Delme (01=-32) in order +o protect the I ft flank of the regiment. Thére was
a gap between the 80th Infartry Division agd'ths 16;2132 the regiment which
the enemy might attempt to exploit during the night. At 1615 one platoon of

Compeny L, reinforeed with the anti-tenk platoon, secured the towm without

incident.

At 0755, 11 November, we wer® ordered to move into the woods nortih of

' Laneu#eville (04=32) preparatory to moving in between the lst and 2d Bat~

taliqna;rin position at Viviers (04-33) and along the ridge (06-31). The
lst Battalion was receiving heavy artillery and nortar fire and suffered
heavy casualties. By 1100 the batitalion was in position. At 1945 the bat~-
talion was ordaréd by regiment to relieve the lst Battalion priof to 0700
the following morning and to'attack,wiﬁh the mission of seizing Fonteny
(07=32) and Faxe (06-32) and confinuing the advance to the east in its zone.

|
Compeny K was assigned the mission of seizing Fexe. -Company,was to selize

f

‘Fonteny. Company I was to follow Company L.. Initially, the folloving

boundaries were established by=regiments the north edge of Faxe was to be



the 3?1’ Battailoﬁ's left boundary,and the horizontal grid line 31 its right
boundarye. Af‘her a 20-minuéd artillery pre paration, the battalion Jumpad off
at 0600, 12 Novem‘ber, and seized both toms by 0920 a.ga:mst some morta.r fire
and scattered small arms f:Lre. In reaching these towns, the battahon had
mmréd ;;;;353 000 yards of open, hilly terrain. It had been raining, and the
ground was very soft, end mud made walking difficult. Approx:.maiely 15 PWs
wéfe tt.‘akan. In Faxe two enemy tanks and an infaniry hawn.tzer were captured.
In Fonteny one l&ark IV was captured. The battalion CP W.a established in
Fonteny &t 0930, .

At 0145 tﬁe battalion again moved out with ths'objec.tive, Chatean ‘Bre- :
hain (11-“) and Brehain (12-35). The advance was made over open, nmuddy and
“hilly terrain. About 1200 the battalion crossed the north edge of the
Chateau Salins forest and attacked Chateau Breha.m from the southwest. Com~
pany K, lead:l.ng, entered the town at 1230, fclloved by Company L and company
I. The town yas_acured without opposition by 1315, and five PWs were takem. -

Company I was then dispér&ehed_ to secure Brehain. As 'the column reached
the creek at 1235, enemy mortar fire started to fall. Forward shomenity of
the assﬁult platoons Jap'prqaching the sou'thern outskirts of the town were -
taken under small arms fire. " After a 15-minute 8lmm mortar ba.rrage on.the
town, Company I advanced with marching fire and enterefrehain a.ga:.nst sca:btered
small arms fire, securing the town by 1450, Seven FWs, :anlud:..ng one offi_cer, |
were captured. From 1450 tintil é&k Chatean Bfehﬁn and Bi-eﬁain came under
7enemy mortar and artillery fire and direet fire from tanks along the road im
the vieinity of 120=-365. At 2345 the battalion CP was ests.bl:.shed at Chatesu
Brehain, -

_ The move of this day vas completed ovér 6,000 yards of rolling,.open
terrein with just the battalion infaniry hand-carrying its 8lmm mortars and

heavy macrhire guns. There wézq; no available road nets, and the entire
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s.dvanae was made across country. The battalion moved so rapidly that they

were out of cunmmicat‘ion with regiment from 1230 fntil 2300. ‘We had to
elonﬁaunica*be through runners who had traveled from the forward CP at Chateau
Brehain to a wire .1'oca:!:e'd in the vieinity of 097-346, which was the point -
where battalion 110 wire ran out. This wire had been hnnd-car‘ria&r on rella_
by the wire crew, . Later, we used the 130 wire from our mor'l'.a.r sestion to
bring the wire communiecation closer %o our CP. |
During this advance we also moved out of the range of artillery Bupport._

Although there was direet f:.re from enemy tanks coming into 'l;he town, we had

no TDs or teanks available to use to overcome this, It was not until 2400

_ that artillery supmrt, tank destroyers and our anti-tank guns arrived.
Beeause of the lack of proper!road net, our vehieles were foreed to move

' through the 320th Infantry, on our right, and were unabla to reach us unts.l

2400 hours.

The 2d Battalion on our ieft haﬁ ;mt been able to advance any closer
than Oron (08-35) and the 320th Infantry to the vicinity of 11-32. Both of
our flanks were exposed; By vigorous use oonur machine guns and mof_tar \fire,‘
we attempted 'l-:c meke -a dis'pﬁy of foree in ordér to deceive the ememy as to‘
our strength. WB thought if they knew our lack of fire power and 1nability :
1;0 hold these +towns, they might at'bempt a eounterattack.

Because of this lack of sommieation, our order for the continuat:.on
of the attack did not arrive until 0300 the following morning ee 13 November.
The vagueness of the enemy sitaatiom and durkneés pre vented a proper recom= ’
neissance for the attack., After dayligh} a reconnaissanée of the ground was
made from an OP ﬁtop & building, and thé attack order was given at 0715.

The plan was for the ﬁaﬁ&lion to at'l'.ack, at 0800 to seize B&ronville
(17-37). The terra:m in the zone of our advance contained two ridges run-
ning ncortheast and southwest. __Gne rldg: 6;;‘;1'&51'9& st 135-358 was calledthe

Cote de Vie ridge. -The other ridge centered at 127-354 and was celldihe

.



Rougmont 19 chapean. It was known at that time that the enemy was dug in

along the roed from Marthille (14-37) extending southesst to erossroad 15-35
and along the left ridge. It was estimated that there was a' hnttaiioa of-..
infahtry su_pportedlby mortars, artillery, SP guns and tanks. From these
positions which were on eoﬁmanding ground, théy ‘had perfect oﬁéermtion of
our movements along itlese ridges. . Knowing the sltuation, I deelded tha.t 1f

I could secure the erogsroad at 159-361, whieh was on- 'tho ground eomanding
the ridges, I | would then be able to oontmﬂ “the a;tiaek from there teward :
Baronville, ’ﬁth this in mind, I ordered conpany L te attnck on the 1ef‘t 7
ndgs and Company K to advance ganernlly na theast along the Rougamorrb le
Phe shitial o‘,od‘-. e crossroed of 83 wnd comTinms Fe wdionce olom

Chapeau ridge. Both companies were to seeure,the main highwe.y toward Barone .

ville. Company I, in reserve, was to fqllow Compa.ny‘l..-_at_ an interval of 500

yards, clearing any enemy &'esistance and rouipé-stﬁlbI‘Pasﬂad by Gompany. L's

advance. The 3201:11 Infan'bry dunng the m.gh!: revertad to divigion reserve
eand the 134th Infa.ntry was moved in on otn’ I‘ith‘l'-- |
The battalion jumped off at 9800, 13 Romber; As the a,ssault units

left the town of Breha:.n, enemy mortar fire was i’alling, bnd when Compsany L
reached the kot ridge, they were taken under 1ntenaa enamy small arms’ gnd
mortar fire. As a result the at'tack bogged down. We were unable at this B
time to get any pr epared artlllery fire, becanse the artillery units were '
still in the prege:is of going into poaitim. » We h&d to I‘esart solely to the
use of our Sln;”fer fhe support of our aé&anee. The assa.ult cmﬂ"-moa ;r |
lé’l:h!‘ ver;r slowly. Theé: Germen positions on the ieft ridge and to tHe fronk

interferyed with any rapid' advance because of their axceliant observation and

fields of fire om our troops. During this advance, eocordination with the 2d

~ Battalion was made in order to try to reduce the effectiveness of the enemy

fire on our '!:roops, by ut:.llzmg the fire power of the 24 Battalien on' the

north side of the left ridge,to gautralize the enemy's obser'g;a.‘tlons of our
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adva.nce. I sent my 5-3, Capt Quentin A. Donnellan, to contact the 134th
Infantry Reg:.ment on our r:.ght to get them to support us m.th their fire om
the ‘enemy facing us. However, when he reached them, he fotmd that they were

in positim's unable to give us support. Meanwhile, CCA of the 4th Armored

Division was lined up on the road from Chatea.u Salins ’co a po:m-l; (136-346)

awéiting a break-through by us, so that they could mo_vé through purf traops
and ex'ploit it. Meanwhile, Company K was able %o got around behin& the enemy-
positims that were holding up the advance, and by 1420Iboth assault co;npuni_ea
had been able to reach a liﬁe‘ generally west of the road between coordinates
145=365 and 149-360, where they were held up by heavy enemy small arms and .
8P fire, Company K hed taken 25 PWs. The 134th Infantry on our right was
then generally abraast of use The 2d Battalion on our ‘Isft was attempting"
to enter uarth:n.lle. Dnring this morning we suffered two KIA snd about 14
wounded, including one company com_ander. During the remalndar of the day
continued a:ttempte by us to seize and secure tha'-high ground around the cross=
road, 149-361, were fmstrated because of the 1ntense enemy small arms, 8P and
artillery fire from the east and north.

I then developed the plan of havmg two companies skirt the onth side -

of the ligh ground and get in the rear of the enemy during darkhess,—so that

we coulﬁ'have the high ground for the attack on Baronville in the mornings
This plen was passed back %o ragi.han'; and spproved. At 1"!39 duf;ing darkness, ‘
the battalionfmoved‘ out in & columm of compeanies with Company L 1aading,
followed by Compa.nte;s K and I'respgetively. Hé supporting units were useds
lThe battalion advanced 2,000 yards by 2300 hours, dug in"on the defiladed

side of thé hill and prepared for an attack on Baronville at 0900 the fol~
1owing morning. The plan ewidently worked, .as there were small groups of
enemy infiltreting througn ou‘r lines to their own lines all during the

night. We ceptured 13 of th% Apparently, the b&la.nce of the enemy by.
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;
this move %ére fofced back bo positiohs on the high ground immediately wgsf

of Baromville., Our Scéuts and patrols ran intb,enemy oﬁtposts of this new
positien early in the morning before the attack. During the night we-heard
fhe enemy armor moving along the road northeast to Berenville, indieafing
witpdrawal_td their new positionm.

At 0900, 14 November, the battalion attacked with Company I bnAtherleft,T'
Compény K on the right and Compeny L in reserve. The boﬁndary between the two
companies was the main road leading northeast into the town. Gontactrwas
made with the 4th Armored Divisioa whiéh waé to support our attack into Baron~
ville by cembatting eny mechanized units that m1 ht be in our zone of advanceé.

: dlong The higA 9ra«n west souTh Baronvifle, -

The enemy defended the town stubernly from dug-ln p051t10nsasupported by an

estimated battalion of 1nfantry and at least six.tanks and-three SPs. Three

assanlts were made on these positions, and it was not until approximately

Far“ho-a
1600 that the battalion broke through and_entared the southeast pesidien of

the town. Bitter houss to house flghtn1g developed. But the {fown was slea;eé
by 1710. Twenty PWs wer; taken, and we suffered 18 casualtles. - _ N
At 0900, 15 November, the battalion attacked to seize Hill 264 (19-41)
and clear out Le Grand Bois (1989) Company K,on the left was to secure Hill
264 and dig in. Company L om the right was to clear the woods. A platoon '
of TDs and a'company of tanks were attached to the hattalien; Companies K
and I each had one élatoon mou;ted on tanké. A 15=minute ﬁftillery éoncantraﬁﬁ )
tion preceded the attack. The 8lmm mortars from positions in a draw in tﬁe
east part of tle tovn éuppor%qd the attack by firing on prearranged tafgets.
The pﬁrposa gf securihg the high ground (Hill 264) and the woods was to secure
the area for the meeting of north =nd south- colurns of (CB., Compeny I ran

into some difficulty in occupying :{ill 264, and Company K was committed on

the right of I to help secure it. By 1700 both battalion objecﬁives: wers

secured snd 26 PWs taken, The battalion ' remsined in tids position during
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16 and'l? chember.

At 0800,'18 Hovember, the battalion attacked with Company I on the right
and Oompany K on the left with the mission of séizing the Blgh ground in the
mwue of advance. A platoon of TDs, atiached to the battal_dn, was unable to
outpost the battalion, because of ths crater in the roa@ and the lsek of rogd
nets. The move was made on foot and cross country. Artillery was fhe only
neavy general support. By 0915 Benning (21-42) was‘reached'withoﬁt incidente

At 1015 the battalion continued‘the attack towards Bistroff (25-44) in
columm of companies, with Company I leading, followed by Gompany L. Comgany ﬁ

was in reserve. The vlan was for Company I to secure the town of Bistroff and

Gompeny L ‘the higzh ground, Cote de Bistroff (25-43), south of the town. The

zone of advance of the battalion from Benning to Bistroff covered a distance

. of 4,000 yards and was over open flas “terrain with the Cote de Bistroff and

the high ground in the vieinity commanding the appnoadh. The enemy had unob=
structed observation from the high ground to the north and sast. There was
little cover and concealment for the advanging units. To the north snd east
of Bistroff was the Et Periodique du BiSGh?éld (24-45), a large lakes The
80th Infantry Division on our left was not to advance east beyond the verti~
cal grid line 23, The lst Battaiion on our right was to advaﬁca along the
main highway, Happich (21-41) to Bertring (26-42). A task force from CCB,
6th Armored Division, was to follow the lst Battaliom. Thé ensmy-waé entrenched
on the high ground, Cote de Bistroff, and was occupying the fown of Bistroff
in our zone of advance. There was ﬁn estimated battalion of enemy infantry
supported by artillery and tanks in the viéinity of Bistroff. Thisrarea was
the outpost of tie laginot line. The hills were covered with an elaborate
trench system and gun positions preparsd by slave labore -All entrances to
the towns were barricaded vith either steel rails, conérete blocks or logs.

Stream beds were developed inio tank. barriers by widening them. Actual tank



dltchséjwerei;ﬁgqé;;;f few kzlonsters in avenues of approach for tanks.
Enemy planes were over us continually. As Camp any I approa.ched the town,
they came under heavy mortar Iire and were pimmed down.

Com any L was ordered to move around to the right of Go@ any I, taking
adventage of old German dgg—in positions on the narth side of the Cote de
Bistroff, and move into the town from the south while Campany I set up: a bﬁse,
of fire on the town. After Com anmy L entered the town, Company I‘ués to i
assault the town fra the west. In carrying ;u't this plan both compa.ﬁie 8
received intense fire from the Cote de Bisiroff ;’:&a to the soutﬁ a.nd frm
the town. By 1400 Company L infiltrated into the buildings in the south part i
of tha town, and Company I movad rapldly across 400 yards of open ground,
gsecuring the buildings on the west edge of the towm. Together, both campanies
then proceeded to clear the town house by house. Hcibver;.they were only able
o cloan owt half of the town before dark. Company K still had mot beem eom=
mitted. '_

During this same day the ist Battan?.a;': rean into le avy enemy resistance
in the ncinity of Berig Vintrange (24~41), consgisting of enemy tanks, SP
guns and dug-in enemy 1nfa.ntry. They had fought all day suffering heavy

casualties and had not been able to advance beydnd this town. The stragegic

'

, hill .
location of the Cote de Bistrofr ri-:ige, givi ng the enemy complete obgsergation
of this town (Berig Vintrange), was a factor in holding up the:l.r advmcs-

Noremier
During the night, 18 Deeember, the reglmental commander crdered this
battalién to secure the Hill Cote de Bistroff in ‘order to deny the enemy
fur ther observation, and thus relieve the intense értillery fire which had
been falling on the lst Battalion, and to enable the 1lst and 2d Battalions
and GCB of the 6th Armored Division to contirue the advanes the following
/Vovfcm‘"- C

morning, 19 Pesember, toward Bertring (26~42). To accomplish this mission,

I ordered Company K to attack on-#9 November at 0600 with the mission of
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secutllcota de Bistroff, A pla-tcon' of machine guns ané a élataoﬁ :
of Glme mortsrs were attashed to/'h he company to support it in this mi"ssion..
A 30-—minu‘be art:.llery preparatmn on the hill was to prscede the a:ttack. A
platoon from Company I and a platoon fpom Company L wers toossist 'the attack
from Bistroff by attacking simultaneously with Company K, The two platoons

were to 'advance frqm the town of Bistroff, while Company K é.dvaued from the

northwest. "Comp any K moved into position, s as to be able to eross the line

of departure, the roajd'a.t 248-438, before daylight, We were unable to get our
armor u;; to us becuase of the lagk of road nets. Duriné the night beeause of
our hek of armor, we ealled for mines .1_;6 help seeure the town of Bistroff
from any ;u-mor counterattack. The mines were pl'@ted under enemy fire at

the two road approaches to the tbwn from the east.

At 9600, 19 M, Company K jumped off after the artxllery prepara-
tion, end Comw any K, supported by ‘heavy machine gun f:.re, advznced slrmi!.y up
thi‘ nill. At 0705 two Mark V 'b‘eml:a and an estimeted company .o;‘ enemy infan-
try attacked Bis;hrdff from the east. Artillery was immediately directed on
the attacking enemy force. As the tenks apprdaehed,-thertam, the lead tenk
hit our mine field and was disabled. The seeond tank ’attemptd j!:e"- pass the
tenk that was knocked owt, and it too,was disabled by a mine, The German
infantry accompanying the 'hahks appeared to be deecimated by our.artillery,
mcﬁine gun and small arms fire direétpd on them by Company L a.nd‘ Company I
in the town. The counterattack was routed. It is estimated Itha't the enemy
suffered at least 40 casualties in this action. ' The enemy tanks were evi-
dently attempting to find a way to pass through Bistroff and flank- the |
armored task forece which vas moving up on the highway in the vicini'ty of
Berig Vintrange, |

Meanwhile, 'Company K eontinued the attack on the hill, and after ronztgh

duels with: enemy small arms,-automatie and ertillery fire, secured the hill
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by 0915. Forty PWs, including one éfficer, were taken, and we suffered 19
casualties. An inspection of the hill showed it to be well organizd-with

_9un posrt:.ons, tunnels and concealed artillery OPs. At 1500 we recelved our

armore The taking of this hill enabled CCB of the 6th Armored D1v:.sion to

move up the road, Bertring to Gros Tenquin (27-42). They moved 1n,‘;o the

town by approximata}.y 1530.4? We remained in positiom, prepared to move out

to continue the attack, and tha following mornlng, 20 nﬂl:{;;;&é;; at 0725 moved
out towards Freybouse (30-48) end Fremsiroff (30-47).7 Our left flank was
exposed, as the 80th Infantry Division had moved north. The 24 Ba.tta.lion on
our ri ght wes in the v:.c:.nlty of Gros Tenquin, The terra:.n in the mne of
advance was flat and opeh end peppered with a number of farm housese Tﬁe

CoOnNSaTED OF

ground, mes soft and muddy plowed fields. <The only cover available was the
farm buildings, and the Germans were using %ﬂv as strong points,
T se farm mildings were well constructed, in most cases with thick walls. of
stone and concretes . Each ferm had to be consideréd a German strong point

and cleared individually. COmpanj L on the left was assigned a numbsi' of
farms in its zone of advance, with Fremstroff as its final objective. Come
pany K on the right was similarly essigned definite farm buildings with ite

final o'bj ective, Freyboua‘e. Company I, in feserve, wes to follow on.battalioh

“order. The advance was supported by ou'i' artillery,mortar and machine gun

fire. Here a@, because of the absence of road nets, our armor could not
follow us. The advance was by foot and cross country. This whole area was
heavily mined. |

By 1300 Company K ﬁa.d cleared the farms in its area against slight
fasi'stance and was ready and poised for the attack on Freybouses At that
'hin".e the platoon of IDs waé 8till not able to-join us. Company L, Whose
left flank was exposed, moved much slewer and at 1300 were at St. Marie Farm

(266~465). Several attempts on,_the part of Company L to secure the woods,
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Strunkenhaltn. (28-46), warc frustrated by the heavy small arms and mortar
fire coming from the easts

At 1350 Company X was-a.ble to get one platooﬁ and a section of; ‘heavy
machine guns into the firet four btuildings -of Freybouse. The enemjr fought
back with heavy small arms and mortar fire, and when the rest .of the company
attempted to feinforce the platoon already in the ’tm, “they \VGIBI taiten under‘
the same fire. Almost all of the tuildings in the town had either been

destroyed or burned 'by the enemy. What was 1ei‘t of them offered cover to the

platoon of Oompa.ny Ke By dark a second ple:t.oon of Company K successi‘ully

en‘tered the town and with the other platoon oceupied the f:.rat few buz.ldinss

~ at the edge of the town., The enemy was still defending very stubbornly.

Company L, unable to attack Eremstroff beeﬁusa of the heavy fire coming ,from_
the vicinity of the town, was ordered to assist Company K in aaeuring”the
tomm of f‘raybouse. An attack by Company L just before dark was attempted
but failed i:eeause.of the intense small arms and moriar fire coming from

the north part of Ereybouss. Gonpalny'L dug in éutside of Freybouse for the
night. Approximately 25 casuslties wer suffered by the battalion in the
d’éy's advences Twenty PWs were taken, N '

At 0800, 21 m, wlements of the 6th Armored Division jolned tho
battalion at St. Charles Farm (281-450), and the attack on Freybouse was |
resumed at about 0’?00. Company I wa.s. committed with .tiae rmﬁﬁng platoon
of Company K to reinforce the two platoons of Company K that were already
in the town, House t.o house fighting ensued, with ths Germans uéing ba.zookas,
machine guns and hand grenadés. At 1000 elements of lGCB of the 6th Armored
Division assisted tieae two companies in clearing the tcw;?daf’ter herd fight=- -
ing on the part of both compenies and the elements of CCB, the tovn was cleared
by approxima tely 1@0.

At 1300 Gomna.ny I moved qut with elmants of CCB in a coordinated attack
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‘the Vieux Bois (33-50) and the high ground to the n

e i
agairfsf ‘amtstroff. " The adverice was held up, however, by a blown’ bridge
and a era.ter in the road at coordinates. 299-458. Engineers were called
jmmediately, but.the attack bogged dovm for the day. Heavy anemy mortar and
artillery fire and sniper fire from the vicimty of the h:.gh ground north of .
Frmnlstroff made the work of the onginaers 1ery difr:.oult. Hm!ever, vith tne
aid of bulldozers and bridging aquipm‘a?l;,gm;;ed the repairs by 2.405, end
'l:ha attack was contzmxad the following mornlng, 22 November, at 0830. By '
1030 the armored task fwce of COB anl Campany I entered and aeeured the tavn
agmnst scattered sniper small arms and mortar ﬁra. _ |

At 1800, 22 November, the battalion soved’ do Leyvillar (34—48) where it
reverted to regimental reserva.nﬂi During the ﬁrst thrae days of this
period whils at ?.;ayviller, we were s.etually in contaet with the enemy on jthﬁ
left flank of the division sector, holding a‘- line of approximately five miles,
extending f.rom Fremfstrbff east to Altrippe (33—48)' to.L_eyvilla‘r. Heavy con=-

leantmﬁom of enamy artillery fell constantly in our sector, Strong caman-:r”

~ teations of enemy were known to be entrenched in the genernl vici.nity of the )

gouth edge of the wooded ma, Le Grossenbusch (35-50), the southern edge of

-On 5 Decomber wa sroved Frown on assembly area of G'ru...ac; (s.s‘-y.a. #o one oo dalforﬂ-} (quf-Y,
th.of Frem'strtﬂ. AOn

8 Decembef wé moved from B’aliariz;g to en assembly area in Neufgrange (51-53),
still in"regimentél reserves | ' ' - |

On the morning’ or 10 Déeamber the ﬁé.ttalim ;:fas ordered ‘oy rééimnt to
eross the Sarre River at 0730 and seize & bridge across the Blies Rivor in
its zone of action. . The 134th Infaniry had already established a bridgehead
in the vieinity of 577-557., The regiment's mission was to cross thrpugh this
bridgehead and turn north to seize thé ;Il:ovn of Sarregﬁeninés_ (51-57), then
proceed northeast, seize Frauenberg (55-*60) and 'esta.blish a bridgéhead across
the Blies River. Tie regj.mén;b was to attack with the 2d Battalion on tha‘

left end the 3d Battalian on The right. The Sarre Hiver-Blies Kiver confluence
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was estabhshed ae the left boundary of the 2d Battzlion. The left ‘flank of

the fegimen't was open. T 134th Infantry would be on the right flanke No

bridges were intact across the rivere The engineers were attempiing ;o con=

- struct a bridge. The-érossing was to be made beford daylight by using a

damaged railroad br:.dge south of Sarreguemines in the vi,dm:l;y of 521=~557.
The 3d Battalim. moved out from Neufgrange at 0500 hours on 10 December
in a column of companies with Company L leading, followed byﬂompanies I and
K,respectively. When it ecrossed the Sarre Riv er a2t the broken bridgé-g‘(,szl-
557}, it made comtact with the 2d Battai;‘n.on, 134th Infantry, and arra.-iiged
with them to pass through their sector and attack 1:6 the north, using the
railroad track in the vieinity of 525-560 as a liﬁe of departuree. After
coordin atkng the attuck with the 24 Battalion, 1371-,5 Infantrys this battalion
jumped oiff at 0730 with two companies abreast, Go,@a.nf L on the right #nd Com~
pany I on the left, with the misioh of séizing an intermediate objective, the
old German ba.rrat;ks _j.n the town. The 2d Ba;ctalim on uur.'left Jumped 'c.)i‘f'
simultaneously, Our right flank was open. Very little ene:ﬁy rssistahée
was encountered until the battalion approached the southern outskirts of
Sarreguemines (51-57) where the enemy openéd up on the advance siements with
intense small arms, 20mm, mortar and artillery fire from the direction of
the %own and the vicinity northiand east of the town
Company L, Work:u.ng its way around an eabandoned barracks, succeeded in
ma.k:.ng its way to the ;ead at 52@-5‘76' Gou:pa.ny I, using the houses for
protection, proceedoﬁ to ngm:u:everal snipers: and a machine gum that hid
slowed its advance, a.nd after securing these strong points, worked its way
to the right and made conta& with Company L, coming up e.brea;st with it on
its left. The advance continued slowly because of the considerable house to

house fighting. By 1300 Companies L and I had secured their immediate objec~

tive, the old German ‘barracks. 3
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The TH platoon joined the battaliom at 1520 and at 1600 moved with Com=

‘peny L to seize and secure the town of Neunkirch (53-58). 'This was accomplished

at spproximately 1700 hours without incident. Thé xf&st "of the battﬁlion and

the battalion CP closed in the German barracks at Sarreguemines at 1825.
The battalion continued the a;ttack 4 ward Frauenberg at 0800, 11 Decem=

ber, with two companies abreast, Company K on the right and Gompamyi <;n

the left. After crosaing +he line of departure at Neunhrch, only la.gh-b

resistance was encountered, and by 1000 Company I had reaehed the airpert at -

. coordinates 54-59, and Company K , the high ground along the road at coordin-

ates 540-588., I theén ordered 'the companies to hold these positions and te
each gend a patrol forward to reconnoiter-for‘crbséing:sit;as of the Blie;"
River in the battal:.on zone of aetion, Company K in the vicinity of Frauem~
berg and CGmpa.ny Iin the ncimty of the woods at 538-600. The Company I
patrol had been fired on from the woods on the east side of the river that
they were to control. The dayhght patrol of Company K encountered no enemy.
I then decided that Frauenberg could be entered with little dif:t‘:.culty and
asked penﬁissien of the regimantal coma.nder to attack irmediately. Consent
wae received and Gompany K, reinforcad by a section of heavy machine guns,

was ordered -bo attack the towm at 1630, Moving Sﬂf‘hl’,ﬂith march:r.ng fire

_and the use of bazooka and grenade fire, the comps.ny entered the. town against

light resistence, elesring it by 1930, Ten PWs were taken.

. The torm of Frauenberg was intended as a base for the crossing of the
Blies River, and on 12 December the balance of the battalion closed into the
town:a.nd };reﬁarsd to cross ﬁqe river on the following day, 13 December.

Heavy enemy artillery fire fell into the town throughout the period. Plans
we;‘e mede for & coordinated crossing of the battalion with the 1st-Battalion,
137th Infantryy on the left, and the 154'&1’1 Infemtry on our rigit. ‘The lst

Battelion of the 137th Infan-tryﬂﬁ'as to protect the regimental left flank.
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-The regﬁﬁantalumiscion was to seize the.high ground eon thé east bank of the
| Blies Rivwer and set up & bridgehead. This battalion hed no armored attache
ments. ‘

Company K and nompany 1 were organized 1nto assault boat groups end ot
| 0430, 13 December, started the erossing of the Blies River. BSix of ‘the eight
boats of the first wave crossqd successfully. The remalnlgg:;verturned,
cemsing 8 noisy disturbgnce._ This alerted the'enemy, and they opened up on
Companies K and L Witﬁ mortar énd grazing machine guﬁ fire. The elements of
Companisé K and L —Wich had successfully ;roséed (approximetely 60 men) pro=
ceeded to clear and occup¥ the_buildings on the east bank of the rivér. No
fur ther attempt was mede to cross the river during daylight. Enemy fire
inerenssd in intensity during the daye |

The attempt to cross was continuad after dark, and by-2300 Companias K
and L had completed it. TWe suffered approximafely_nineicasualties snd 14

¥IA., The balmnce of the battalion completed the crossing by 0200, B4 Decem=

bere

At 0030, 14 December, the battalion Jumped of f with the mission of
establishing a bridgehead on the high ground north and east of the river in
the vieinity of Hill 330 at coordimates 568-608. The entire battalion was
corrritted with three companies. abreast, from left to rizht, Companies I, L
and K, restectively. Tue 2d Battalion followed us, prepared to assisi in the
_development of the left flank of the bridgehead. The action wés supported
by prearranged a;tlllery preparations and the fire of the maciine guns and
mortars Of.thﬁ battalion from positions on the west bank of the river, Two
bridges were constructed behind us, and tiree times were daétroyed by enemy
srtillery. By 1200, 14 December, the high ground immedistely zeross the river

in the vieinity of coordinstes 568-608 was secured. In one action, Company L

¢zptured 54 Germans out'of the basement of =z house.

—
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mgrm.ﬁg Qf 1‘7 Besember, e:r.ghﬁ &'

. Betwae this perieet anﬁ'%he

::-'-made 'by %hz.s baﬁ.al:.on -E;e securs the north aége of. tha wwds &.’s 5@

e ‘.eaeh 'ﬁxm@ the onamy cofmtera{;tacked Wi’éh amor and infantry axzé fcireeé

g '_'aﬁtaeking alements bask to their emgi:aa}. paslt;mns in tha vieinx%g ©

E)

-dxnates 558-—-6@8. . The ‘enemy was suparlor 1n a.rmar, mfantrv and obsarva

. An e?zamy GP at 539-6{33 hm exeallezrt Gbaarmﬁan ef the enﬁne left ﬂ_.
the dlvlsion fsr k! dls’eanaa of 5,@3@ Y&z’ds. . : | S
S , By the morning Qf 1’2‘ December tha s%rength af aar eaﬂpa.mes had been

depln'bed to 8 strangth ef appraxzma’tely 80 maﬁ aaﬁh. ' i

_ At 0336 'E.ha 24 Es_t-talmn, on our lefi:, geined us J.“n a seoréfiﬁ'atéﬁ at
4o establish a 1~na along the Ereaaharg E;dga.a$ ssevéea, She notdh &
“Bhé Allanberg i’aeda at 560—&2& and tha Brextewaié ‘E’ao&s 4; 5‘?@*62@&.

__paz;y er tanks tmd a piafhaen of Ths supger‘tad use An a:.r s‘tr;:.ka tha

_bafexra pr&pﬁreﬁ E37Y a'l:tac;k; The 2& Ba*éta}.len on our 19:1‘1; was abla ﬁa '

0 -fa'waré m& aema th& ridge. Ths 3& Bs:ktalicm, awgmr, 'ﬁeemsa &i" 1‘&#

&epla‘f:ad s’%reng'kh, was ezﬂ.y able to cle&r 'bha wemds a‘% 579-613 and reﬁtai-

ey ozxgxnal pasiﬁiﬁns. ;:L= i ,1' 1Cf
G‘n 'kias nig,h'k arf 1‘? }laeemher we were rellevaﬁ b}r "i:ha Ist Ba'&'ﬁalieﬁ ,
move& tc an. assmbly_‘_araa ;m ﬁhs neﬂ.nity e? Eemkeralxh Durmg *:;hes& las%"

: fozzr éays it is estmﬁ»eé tha:t l@ﬂ easaal%ias were sﬁfferad, whieh insluéﬁﬁ:

%-wo eemp&ny comandarsc e




