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137th Infantry Regiment
- 2d Battalion

Interview Wi th Lieutenant Colonel Georgs T. 0'Connell, Battalion Com=
mender, at the Battalion CP at Buer, Germany, on 29 Mag 1945.

From 1 to 9 November the 2d Battalion had been occupying and defending
the left half of the regimental sector on the Raum d'oéson and the Main Line
of Resistence southwest of the grid coordinates 293-267. The left boundary
was at coordinates 947=290.

On the afternoon of 7 November we received the regimental attack order.’
The time of attack was 0600, 8 November. The boundaries were to be the same
as they had been in the defensive positions. The 319th Infantry of the
80th Infantry Division was on our left and the 1lst Battalion, 137th Infantry,
on our right,

Qur plan of attackrgz jump from the defensive positions then occﬁpiedl
with two companies abreast, Company E on the right and Company G on tie
left. GCompany F, which had been on the left sector of the battalion, was
4o move at midnight by way of Armeucourt (94-25) and Hanhoue (97-26) to a
reserve assembly area in the vicinity of coordinates 980-274 as battalion
reserve. One section of heavy machine guns from Company H was attached to
Company G, whils the remainder off@bmpany wae to support the attack from
their defensive positions, the heavy maciine guns delivering overhead fire
along the ridge northeast of kalaucourt (é9-27). When this fire was masked,
one platoon was to dispk ce to that ridge, while the remaining section
raised its fire to the Boks E'Aulnsis (99=29).

After a two-hour artilléry pre paration from 0400 to 0600, the aitack
jumped off, Comnaﬁy E on the rizht received heavy small arms fire immedi-
ately from the southwestqédge of lLialaucourt. The Rau.d'Osson, a small stream

soutir of the towm, had swelled durinz the ni~ht from heavy rains to a etream

150 fest wides By 0750 Company E, after wading in water neck deep, succeeded
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in getting two platoons into the edge of Halaucourt. Comyany G, on the left,
encountered rucH more difficulty in crossing the swollen stream. By 1000
all of Company & -ad succeeded in crogsing the river end reascrning its

first objective on the ridge in the vieinity of 285=293, Tvro men from Com-
peny E were sweot away and drovmed by the swift current.

Because of the poor road net and mud it was necessary to split the aid
station, 6he 1n:1f under the Kedicel Adminkstration officer, going to ‘Fossieux
(96-29). Aall evacuatic;n of wounded was done by hand across tae swollen
stream,

Company (@ reorgenized and jumped off for the for":;ard edge of tne Bois
d*Anlnois end immediately received mortar, heavy machine gun aud rifle fire
and direct fire from sn anti-tank gun. In an attempt to out-maneuver the
eneﬁy, one nlatoon of Company G was sent up the small stream running north=-
past from coordinates 980-283, but it cneountered a heavy anti-personnel
mine field. Comnany 3, in fierce -ouse %o ouse Ifignting during tae ‘ranainder
of the day, succedded in clesring most of the to'm of talaucourt,.

A bridze over the Rau d'Osson vas completed by 1510 and Combdany ¥, the
battalion reserve compeny, s mounted on the tanks of Qompany 2 of %he

737th Tank Battalion sna wes comitted throush + e zone of Sovnmany I vith

@®

tie mission of se.cur"-. ng wh x round ip the vieinity of 605-290. It
crossed tho bridge at 1630 after lusing a taux fiom enemy dii'eut fire.
After reaching coordinates 993-297, the lead tank was disabled by tu: fire
of an anti-tank un, in -osition beikind ths wull of Fls ceuwliery % 994-257.
The tanks werc tluen disnatcled inte saloucourt “vher. Comoiny R disiiounted

nd nided Cormany @ A% clesrica tha tom. A% 1750 tho ru imendcl cormander
ordered us to ceuse tie =iiack 1 1807, e ‘-3:"15.:1&'['.6 onr nositions id pre~
nare to continue tie atdzck ot 0500 Ghe follo-ing rorninze At 1835 e ecoll

iz reecived from the regimeﬁ’t:zl con nnder stating tact it o3 necessoary for
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the towmn of Malaucourt to be cleared by 05600 the following morniag, 9
November, so that CCB of the 4th Armored Division could move throuzh our
lines to the northeast. Due to the wide frontagé given the battalion for

the attack, it was necessary to estﬁblish two OPs to control the action.

This was accom>lished by placing the heavy weapons commander with the 300
radio in an OP at Fossieux (96-29) and the S~-2 in an OP in the vicinity of
984-273, I used the latter OP. The OPs were then to displace behind the
attacking unit in its zone. Fighting continued throuzhout the night in
Kalaucourt, and the town was cleared by 0600.

On the folloving morning; 9 November, Company I was moved into Malau=-
court prior to 0600 to secure the town. The batfalion resumed the attack
at 0600 with Company F on the rizht, Company G on the left and Company E
in reserve, with the initial objective of clearing the Bois d'Aulnois. In
the meantime Company E, in battalion reserve, was ordered to be prepared to
move a platoon on tanks up the road running northeast from lialaucourt to
Lemoncourt as soon as jhe Bois d*Aulnois was cleared of anti-tank guns.

At 0755 Company G called for the lifting of all supporting fires on
the Bois d'Aulnois, and Companies F and G leunched a coordinated assault on
the German positions in the soutimest edge of the woods, Moder&te resiste
ance waslencountered thiroughout tie entire woods, and the two companies,
advancing steadily, cleared the woods by 1400,

Meanwhile the advence guard of CCB, 4th Armored Division, left kalau=
court at 0930, advanced throug: Lemoncourt at 1330 and continued on to the
east, Comnany E, mounted on tenks and following CCB, finished mopping up
Lemoncourt by 1415, taking 5C PWs,

The battalion reorg:znized in Lemoncourt and at 1700 moved out in columnm ,
the order of march: Companies G, F, ileadquarters, H and & respectively, vith

the mission of seizing tlie town of Delme (01-32). Only scattered resistance
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vas met, and the tovn was cleared by 1915, The bvattalion took up positions

for the night,

At 2000 the Germans began shelling the town heavily with mortar and
artillery fire from their i&ositions along the Delme River northwest of the
tovm, This heavy fire mecessitated the removal of the troops from the town
prior to daylight the following morning, so that the attack could continue
at 0700,

CCB, of the 4th Armored Division, had reached a point near liannocourt
(05-35) where they met heavy anti-tank fire from the Bois de Serres-(05=34). '.
Because of the soft ground caused by the heavy rgins during the preceding
week, they were unable to maneuver and were compelled to hold up at this
point until such time that the Bois de Serres could be cleared.

This battslion continued the attack at 0700, 10 Novembsr, in column
of companies, with the order of march: Companies G, F, and E, respec‘bively.,
with the mission of seizing Viviers (04-33). The route of march was south-
east along ;:he nighvay, running southeast from Delme to a road junction at
033-315, then northeast to Viviers. Company ¢ had the specific P\aission of
clearing the woods Taxannier&OS-an) and allowing the other @ompanies to
continue forward. As soon as the column reached the vicinity of coordinates
035~316, small arms fire was received from the woods. Company G moved off
the road, deployed and attacked the woods, clearing it by 1100,

The remainder of the column con;t;inuad northeast along the road to the
vieinity of coordimates 040-326 where they were taken under withering
meachine gun fire and heavy mortar fire from the tovm of Viviers. An attack,
launched immediately with Com-~any F on fhe right and Company E on the left,
succeeded in advancing only 100 ya;de.

At tiis time a captain i'I'OIl:l CCB, 4th Armored Division, in charge of

the train, contacted me at my OF in the wvicinity of coordinates 040-326 and
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told me that: (1) his supply line nad been cut by J.f,he enemy, wno had moved
into the town of Viviers; (2) elements of CCB wiich had passed tarouzh the
town were cﬁ't off, and tvo ambulances carring American wounded nd been
captureds and (3) that the 224 Armored Field Artillery Battalion, which was
in position just northeast of the town was receiving heavy small arms fire
from the town, making it impossible for them to move from thei_r gun carriagese

An attempt vos made to flank the town by moving Company G due east from
the Taxannierfe woods to the strean approximately 400 yards to the east and
then up the stroem into the town, Ilowever, as soon as the forward elements
of Comsany G moved out of the woods, they receivad heavy fire from direct
fire weapons and wew stoppeds Two German tenks then appeared in the vicin=
ity of the woods at 067=-324 and began firing =zcross the battalion fronte ,

At 1245, after smoking the tovm of Viviers and the high ground south-
east, a coordinated attack W;!.S launched by this battalion with Company & .on
the left, Company F on the right, and with one platoon from each company
mounted on tanks from Company B, 737th Tenk Battalion. When tze tanks came
within roach of the vieinity of the road junction at 044-327, heavy fire from
enemy tanks opened and one tank was disebled. A TD of the 654th Tank Destroyer
Battalion supporting the attack, received a direct kit on the turret. In the
confusion our tanke withdrew, and in order to avoid heavy caéualties, the
remainder of Companies & ond F were ordered back to the positions taey aad
occuvnied before the jump-off. The TDs attached to the battalion were then
maneuverad around irto the woods at La Taxlzg.ar'te in an attempt to knock out
the German tenks vwhich had. .been joined by three more Mark Vs. Artillery and
mortar fire vas also _;alaced on them, znd all available :igh explosives used.
At 1600 another coordinated attack was launchieds This time it was success=
ful, and at 1700 all of Companies E and ¥ were in the town and fighting

heavily in the streets. Nost 6T tic town vas on fire. The two ambulances
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and the wounded Americans were retaken, and the wounded evacuated tarough
the battalion aid station., Fifty PWs were taken and over 100 Germans were
killed and wounded in the fighting that continued throughout the nighte
leanwhile, Company G was still in the east and soutieast edge of the La
Taxannierfe woods. The use of artillery on Viviers vas limited because

the Arored Artillery Battalion was too clese to the town, and.therefore

the bulk of our mortar fire was used in the town. The casualties for three
day's operations were four killed, t+vo drowvned and 32 woundeda

On 11 November the attack was resumed at 0800, and at 0830 the remaine- -
in: Germans in Viviers were cleared. Comranies E and G, supported by a
company of tanks, then jumped off for the Bois de Serres and by 1200 had
cleared it tola north-gouth line throuzk the road junction at 051-345,
where they ran into a German armored task force and were held up. TDs
were sent to support Comvaniss E and G, and af 1815 two tanks of the Ger=
man task force which were holding these companies up were knocked out and
the remainder of the force was driven ouf of the woods.

At 1530 Company F, mounted on the tanks of Company B, 737th Tank Bat-
talion, moved as a task force to seize Faxe (06-32)s Approximately 300
yafds nqrthweet of the town, they ran into a large anti=-tank diteh which
_the tanks were unable to cross. lieavy enemy maciine gun and enti=-tank fire
opened up and forced the task force to withdraw. During the action two
tanks were disabled, and ‘the Compeny F men mdunted on them were casualties.
It was zetting dark and orders were received from regiment to hold.up the
attack for the.night. Positions on line with the road junction (061-345)
were secured, and the infaniry an¢ tanks buttoned up for the night.

Dﬁring the rignt the 34 Battalion commender and I formulated the plan
to seize the torm of Faxe with a task force under the command of the company

commsnder of Company F, consiBting of Company K, Company ¥ and one plctoon of
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heavy machine guns of Corpany il. This task force was %o jump off. at 0600,

12 November. All mortars of Company i and Company ii were to support the
attack. Companies B =nd ¢ were to clear the Serres woods after which they
were to continue to Oron. Company F, on the completion of its mission of
seiz ng Faxe, vas to turn north eand assist Corpanies E and G in clearing

the Serres woods and then follow them into Oron..

At 0300, 12 December, tie attack jumped off. Only scattered resist-
ence was met by Companies Z and G, and they reached the sast edge of the
Serres woods by noon. At 1300 Compenies E and G shattered the eneny defenses
on the vest edge of Oron (08=34) and overran the tomm. After Faxe was taken,
company F moved on and followed Companies G and-E into Oron. (In the rapid
dash into the town of Oron on 12 November, the Germans were unable to carry
out planned demolitions of the bridge across the Nied Irancaise, and this
importent bridge was captured undsmaged, thus meking it poss-ible for GCB of
the 4th Armored Division to move across that river and continue their route
to the east. 150 PWe were tzken in the tovm of Oron.) The battalion quickly
reorgenized, took up march formation with Company G aé the advenee éuard
and moved northeast on the road running from Oron to Villers-Sur liied (12-36).
o resistance vas met until they reached the igh ground =% 110-358, where
they were taken under withering machine gun fire and tank fire from the tovm
of Villers. Comnany & was cormitted on the left of. Comgany G, and the two
companies succeeded in pus -ing forvard to tne road junetion at 117-359 vhere
they were unable to ndvance any further beczuse of enemy fire from their
lett resr in the voods of the 80th Infautry Division sector. (‘:om;,ﬁany i then
moved un to the left reer of Commony ;1 to protect tiis flank, ond at 1800
“the battelion tied in fur the mighte. Uuri---this tvo day operation, cigusl-
tie g ~ers: one killed <nd 1Y wounded.

At US00 on 13 November ihe attack was resumed with Companies E and G
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again as the assault echelon and Company F in reserve in tle vicinity of the
road junction at 110-357. A platoon of TDs from the 654th TD Battalion
moved up into position, disabled a Lark VI tank nrior %o GBOC, aiding Com=
panies & and G in Jumping off on time and to succeed in getting into the town
of Viliers and clearing it by 1000.

At 1015 the battalion moved ou'l; in column of companies, Comprany i
leading the coluum, followed respectively by Coii anies ¥y i wnd G. By 100
Comrany & was fighting in the towvm of L rthille, mecting hoeavy opposition.
com-any F nad reached the roint north of the tovm of larthille in the viein-

-

ity of coordinates 140-384 whers iiey came under direet fire from dual pur-
pose 88s. ‘At 1330 Gomrany & \ra-_worted that most of tho tovm of Liarthille had
been cle ared and tiat 50 PWs from the 15th 85 Panzer Division had been taken
and that they wers continuing heavy ‘iouse to nouse Tizhting. it 1500 Gom-
paries F and G lsuncied 2 coordi ated attack with clements of CUB of tuae 4th
Arnmored Division on the ridge soutieast of Degtry. This attzck was success=
ful. Mine dual purnose 88s were either knocked out or captured, 40 PWs
were taken, lorge amounis of w‘mnition and supplies captuw ed and nine
prime movers for the dual purpose 88s were destroyed. at 1210 Companies I
and G nad reaclz-ed ti:e ridge 400 y.rds southwest of Destry bui were unable to
advence beyond the crost becsuse of hWeavy eneny tank snd maciine. jun fire
wiich comnle tely cévered the ridge. Com*_:-;mias 7 and ¢ buttoned up for the
night on ths ridge. Company 2 comoletely cleared the tovm of Lartaille
and secured the tovn for the nigit. OCasualties for the day were 12 wounded.
At 0900, 14 November, ‘té’lc battalion reswned the attack in conjunction
+ith = tank battalion of ths 4th Armored Division, The tanks were im ed-
iately held up by the enerny tenk fire coming ‘from the vicinity of the rail-

road snd wnods at 168-404., By noon Com:anies I and G ind fouzht their vay

—
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into Destry, =nd house to house £ ghting was going on. By 1400 the tovn was
cleared and secured, and the battalion was qrdered to hold up in the town

and to send patrols to the front as far as the railroad, the division's ulti=-
mote objcetive, epproximately two kilometers to the east. Meanwhile, fierce
tank battles between the 4th Armored tanks and enemy tanks raged all after~
noon in tie vicinity of the woods northeast of Destry. Thc 2d Battalion
buttoned up for the ni;;fht and patrols during the nighi succeeded in réach=
ing the railroad without oppositions |

At 0900 on 15 lNovember the battalion moved out vith Companies F and G
abreast, Companybz"".;v':’i.tt;;‘{he mission of seizing the railroad at 177-402. By
1035 the objective was reached without opposition. We were the;n ordered by
regiment to orgenize this line, dig in and secure the area, tying in with
the 80th Infentry Division on the left. This wes compléted by 1600 ﬁtixout
any further incident. During these eight days of continuous fightins the
battalion had advanced 25 kilometers end had taken over 500 PWs.

On 16 and 17 November the battalim cmtinued to ocoupy these positions,
awaiting further ord.ers. The only enemy activity during this period was
scattere! artillery fire. On 18 November the regiment attacked with the
1st and 3d Battalions, The 24 Battalion reorganized in the town of D‘sstry
and moved initially to Baronville (17=37) as regimental reserve. As soon
'a the 1lst and 34 Battalicﬁs cleared Harp:;ich (20-40), the 2d Battalion
moved into the town. By 1800 the lst Battélion was fighting in Bsi'ig—
Vintrange and orders were received for the 24 Battalion to move int«;J that
torn and help secure it for the nighte On 19 November the lst end 3d Bat=
talions continued the atfack and by 1900 had seized Bistroff (25~44) and
Gros-Tenquin (27-42). At 1700 the 24 Battalim was ordered to Bertring

(26-42) and to secure the tovn for the night. During the niznt the 2d

Battalion moved to Gros-Tenquin,-relieved tae 1st Battalion and prepared
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to continue the attack in the zone of ths lgt Battalion on 20 November.

On 20 November the battalion jumped off at 0900 with Company G on the
right and F on the left, #@ th the rignt boundary the highway between Gros-
Tenquin and Héllimer (33-44) and advanced in the zone of the lst Battalion.
Heavy artillery fire was encountered immediately after the jump off. The
battalion advanced steadily and ent_ered the Bois de Freybouse vhere they
encountered stubborn resistance from enemy infantry. By noon they had been
able to clear the woads and reach the east edge thereof, but they weré immed-
jately stopped at that point by terrific i‘:;Lre from tonks and artillery from
the hizh ground to the north and east. The enemy had perfect observation
of the entire battalion zong and it was necessar-y to pull the troops back
150 yards into the woods to cut down the casualties. During tnis action
gix officers including the company commander of Company G and 22 EM were.
woundeds By darkness neitger company had been able to advance. Patrols |
were sent out into the open, but they were imediatelylplastered with artil=-
lery and morter fire.

During the night Comvany E was committed and ioved along the main road
northeast to the lnigh zround in the vieinity of 315-442 where they dug in
end secured it as a line of éleparture for an sttack to be launched before
daylighf the morning of the 2Zlst. Gom@anies F and G, vhich were pulled back
to the west edge of the woods, occupied it all afternoon, reorgenized and
during the night moved to tihe vicinity of the road junction at 307-439
where theyl prepared to pass through Company E and cmtinued the attack on
Hellimer (33-44).

The sttack jumped off at 0700, 21 November. GCompanies E and G had
moved approﬁima%ely 500 yards vhen they were stopped by heavy gsmall arms
and tenk fire streeming generally from the vicinity of Hellimer., Tanks of

CCB of the 6th Armored I)ivision'?nbved wp into position at 0900 to support
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the attacke At 1000 Compenies L and G, supported by two platoons of medium
4anks of the 6th Armored Division, jurmped off for Hellimer and the high
ground in the vieinity theress, The movement was made under cover oi :'smoke
screen prepared by:the mortars of Company He By 1260 the companies had
reached positions 500 yards from the town. The first ass;ult on Hellimer
was thrown back by heavy eremy machine zun and tank fire. The two companies
reorganized and at 1300 began another assault. By this time five Hark V
tanks had moved to the northwest corneg of the town where they could cover
g1l approaches to tho tovm, and for the next two hours a heavy battle
between the enemy tanks and our tanks end TDs raged. At 1500 one ph toon
of Com any F made the das’i Tor the town and secured to buildings in the
edge of torm. When the company commznder of Company F moved to the top
£loor of one of the buildings for observationshe d scovered a lark V tank
under the window he was looking out of. The motor was still runninge He
opened fire with a riflsc zrenade and knocked out the crev. Anot:er kark V
tenk, hearing the fighting, came around the cormer vwith the tank commander
standing in the turret. An anti-tank grenade fir ed by the company commander
of Gompany F inéta.ntly killed the tank commander and drove this tank and
the remaining German tanks irmedistely from the town.

By 1600 the remainder of Com-anies F and G had worked #lheir ﬁay isto
the torm and were epgaged in bitter stragt fighting until derkness fell.
The enemy were cleared from the town houéa-ihfhouse . By 1900 the tovn
wvas cleared. Gcmpanj I was moved into the town, and a perimeter daefense
was set up around the tovm for the nigit.

At 0700, 22 November, the 2d Battalion atbacked with the initial
misgion of securing thie tovn of D;ffegbach, where the German infantry
and the tanks had withdrawn from iiellimer. éompany Z succesded in getting

into the tomm immediately, and by 1200 the tovm vas cleared. The
remainder of tie battalion roved into the tovm and reorganized.
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+ At 1400 Gompanies I and G jumed off for [Iilsprich (39-46). The initial
mission of Company G, on the lelt, was to clear the La Nachtveid woods (370~
458). Company F was to slip to the south of these woods and to clear the
Grossbrebi‘ch woods (375=447). Bota companies would then launch a coordin-

. ated attack on the tovm of Hilspriche By 1540 these wood;s had been cleared,
and the order wes issued to attack Hilsprich. As soon as they emerged from
the eastern edge of the woods, both corpanies came under l;teavy.tank and
machine gun fire from the vicinity of the town and were stopped. At the '’
game time, the Germans counterattacked toward the left flank of Company G
from the Bois Habét (355-470)s This ® unterattack was stopped by Company E
and the heavy mechine guns and mortars of Compahy H with severe losses to

the enemy. At 1800 the order was issued to button up for the night and the
companies held the line they had reached earlier in the afternoon. In the
action in Diffembach, during -i-.ha morning, two German heavy assault guns

were destroyed by the bazooka and anti-tank grenade fire of Gompany E.

At 0800, 23 lovember, the 2d Battalion jumped off from the positions
they had occupied during the night with the mission of seizing the high
ground south and west of iiilsprich in the vicinity of coordinates 390-457.

The attack progressed slowly because of heavy enemy maciire gun md‘anti-
tank fir;e gtreaming from the vicinity of Hilsprich and the hizh ground to
the south. The 1igh ground was secured by IJ.GOO, but it could only be occu-
pSed with a small force, since the area was continuously under heavy enemy
mortar and artillery fire., Therefore, a security detail was left there dur-
ing the night, andthe remainder of the battalion moved back to Diffembach.

On 25 November the 2d Battalion moved to :iilsprichywhich had been tnken
the afternoon of 23 liovember by the 1lst Battalion, 134th Infantry, and occupied
and secured the_ tovm to prevent reoccupation by the Germans. During the

action around H¥llmer and Hilsnrich elements of the 38th Regiment of the

17+h SS Panzer Division and of the 15th SS Panzer Division were identifieds
- 12 -
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On 26 and 27 November we remained in Hilsprich and on 28 November moved to
Bistroff (25-44) where the regiment went into Corps reserve. We remained
there on 28, 29 and 30 November and 1 and 2 December. On 3 December we
moved to Zrstoff (29-42) where we remained through 6 December, after waich
we moved to Richeling (43-48). During tiis time we were still in Corps
reserve. On 8 December the battalion moved to Siltzheim (52-54),_still in
reserve. On 9 December we received orders from regiment that the 2d and
3d Battalions would cross the Sarre River begiﬁning at 0500 the following
morning, clear the town of Sarreguemines on the east bank of t..c ;;ver and
cormt ime east bd seize a bridgehead over tie Blies kKiver. During a recon=
naissance on the night of 9 December, a blovn railroad tridge was found at
543-557. Although blown, the bridge was able to be repaired so tiat foot
troops could cross it. The battalion moved to an assamblﬁ area near Remel-
Fing (52-55) during the night and prepared to cross the bridge at 0500. At
500, 10 Decemhsr, we crossed on the improvised foot bridge and moved into
an assembly zrea in a group of building: at 526-557 and reorganized. At
0730 the battalion jumped off to the north with Comnanies F and I abreast,
Company F on the left and E on the right. Company G remained in the buildings
in battsalion reserve. The line of departure waz tihe railroad track running
east from the bridge at 523-557., Company I supported the attack with one
pE toon of Hegvy mac'rine guns in position on the railrozd embankment on the
live of departure. One section of heavy machine guns was attached to each

TUE MORTARS SUPPORTED THE ATIHCK Fhsts ThE WEST BANE OF ThE SAKKE i4 THE VSN iTY OF 5554
of Companies & and F.AT‘ne mortans vese left on the west bank of tue stream
becanse they could support the sttack as well from there and because arruni-
tion supply was sim:lified. .\ rortar observer acconounied ezc: of the
asszult cormenies, The MWatoon lezder of t:c lst platoon of Comdany i, in

meking r-eonnsissance for nositions »rior to dayli hi eaptured one German

heavy macine gun snd its sleepinz crev,
A large nottery nlrnt at 517-565 commnded the soutiern apnrooches to
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he tovn and g occu icd by troops from the 17+h 53 Panzer Divigion,
e lending ek wents of Jomseny F with the compeny commznder doshed into the

iret buildinz rnd engezed the oceuvonts of the bidlding vith grenedes and
rifle tire, unly four wen fron the lendinz rlotoon succeedsd in getting
o e milding itk 4he comcny comr mnder. After o grensde batis -ad
tend to Mend ri-t, the four ren nud the comminy comndur succeeded in
clesrinm ths buildins - ad e rersinder ot 4he nimtoon ~2r-ked thell Way iNe
The next duird.iiy was occupied by S8 troops and the platoon was unable to
get into the building., ‘Cupt Giacobello, Uomiany Tormmader oI JORILIY 'y then
ordsred enother ;;w}.atﬁon to work t.l.c-;:‘.r ~ay sround o Ghu norta oiad of e jpot=
tery plent - ile e 22d %he nlaboon he kod in dhe milding lgid domn 2 buse

£ fire to eover tisir movenizhd. s tTo huildings vore so clesc dojebusr
oot the wen from Comzony F vers tirowing the Germzn nend grencdes b::.ci: at
4luMe ilif wansuver wio successful, The defanulm, 33 troong vory citier
killed or ceptured in ths battle 1 at i‘c;llow?ed. The fizghding Ln tas ..»c‘tory
noved Trom ove kiln 4o anotlisr vulch the Jermans viere using s 511l baxese

In tie mezmtinme, Jomnanr @ nad voved loto the first buildig ol Sarre=

suerdngs and r‘mr =@ eclearing tio torr, ..0use W ToNSG. af soun 8% 5.6 pote
tery —~lmnt mas elerred, wiich wgs Aboui noor, Comrany » turned noct. vita

its left flank m t.c Sarre ilver snd after Jour /1ors Lours of fierco street

.
.

fimhting from :ouse to liousse succeeded in reachirg the Blies idver on tue
north adge of the tovn. 3y using designcted phase lines, Jompinies w wnud F
were able to remuin sbresst and coordinnie t.usir movenents so tuat the

entire torm ezst of tac river w..g cleare? o dark vith only tiase casualties,
one rmun wounded and tvo killede Fifty iWs were token tnd over 10C 5335 troopers
killed or =ounded. At 1870 %hz order - as issued to cease opsrabions for the
niat and seeure. 7o torn. There var i sysitematic clearing of each ‘milding
from tie basen~nt to tie attic. UVeoraniver Jirs was recsived durin tue

nisht or folloving day.
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At 0500, 11 December, we continued tne.attack +o tus east rita Comjpanies
¢ and & abreast, Company E °n the left, aad sleared tiiese suburbs of Sarre=
guemines. DBy 120C Jomrany & -4 reached the air field at 540=595. Company
B on thes left was bending back +0 the Blies Aiver »ith their left flank at
530-535. Both commanies were receiving heavy fire from the woods in the
vieinity of coordinates 535«500 and 520-589. Company F was again commaitted
with instructions to tie in thei. rizht flank vith the lsft flank of Company
5 and to outpost %he Blies diver from thatl point back to tue soutiwest to
the city of Sarreguemines. At 1500 orders vere received Iromu regiment to
diz in the position we were occﬁpying .nd to await furtier orderse This -
wos sccomplished prior to darke Duriné this day;s operation 995 Allied FWs
were liberated from PW caups in the eastern suburbs of Sarregueninese

On 12, 13 and 14 becember we vigorously patrolled the left flank: of
the division sector. On 15 December Company G was attached to the 3d Bat-
talion, w0 had succeeded.in zetting a suall bridgehead across the Blies
River near Frauenbersg (55-59) but were receiving continuous counterattacks
on their left flank. GCompany G crossed the Blies on a f:ot bridge immed=
jately after dark the same day and took up.positions on tie east bark to
protect the left flank of the 3d Bettaliom. Company E remain ed in position
near the airport (540-595) to protect tuc left flank of the regiment. Com-
pany F remained in Frauenberge. On the nizht of 15 December the 3d Battalion
was »ushed out of a portion of Breiterwald woods (56=61).

During daylight of 16 pecember the 3d Batialion and Company G received
numerous counterattacks but were able to improve their positions somewiat
and by nightfall wvere 10lding the same positions they hed at dayliziote
Durinz the nizhi Compenies E and F wem relisved by elements of the‘Zd
Gavalry Group and the 2d Battalion was ordered to cross the Blies pdiver

prior to daylig -t on +10 17th.of December with the mission of capturing

- 15 -



.
-— M

7zg0l?
'::__m”-*" :
Bliesmengen (54-61) and Bliesbolchen (54-61). The battalion would pass
throuzh Comrany G, after viich Company G would return to 2d Battalion control,

At 0600 17 becem'ber Compenies E rnd F crossed the Blies river on a
foot bridge and passed through Company G's position. By 0630 Company F had
succeeded in zetting into buildings on the ridge at 853-608, capturing 15
S8 troopers asleep in the buildings. Then, with Company E, it saci:lred the
ridge which had been giving the enemy o'b-servation on the foot bridge over
the river. Company G, on reverting ?.o battalion control, reorganized in
the vicinity of coordinates 548=605 and was ziven the mission of protecting "
the left flank of the battalion.

During the remainder of the day Companies L and ¥ launched several
attacks on Bliesmengen but were driven back by withering enemy machine gun
and heavy tank fire from the town and from the woods at 535=-607. An attempi
was mdé to mov;e tanks up to them, but because of the observation offered to
the enemy,by the kigh ground in the vieinity of 534-608, it was not possible
during daylizht. After dark one platoon of TDs and one platoon of tanks roved
into their zonese. At 1800 orders were isswe d to tie in for the night and
gecuré their nositions. During the period 13 to 17 December, mortar platoons
of Company H hed fired 4500 rounds of mortar ammmunition into the towm of
Bliesmenmen. Throughout the day the battalion CP was located in Frauenberg
and over 1000 rounds of enemy artillery lqﬁded in the town. A%t 0700 18 Dec-
ember Companies & and F agein launched an attack against Bliesmengen and -
were egein unsuccessful. The remeinder of the day was spent in beating off
determined Cerman counterattacks and in additional attempted but unsuccess=
Iful attacks on the tcn-'n by the two companies. At 1530 a determined enemy
_countera.ttack was launcied sgainst the left flank of the 3d Battalion and the

right flank of the 2d Battalion from the vieinity of Buchholsz woods, This

was stopped by our machine sun und mortar fire with heavy losses to the enamy.
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purirg a 20 mimte period of this counterattack the nortars of Com~any H
fired 720 rounds to assist in stemmin 3 the enemy advance. At 1830 the
regiment was ordered to halt its advance, cm golidate positions on the most
favorable zround and orgenize a de‘fensiva ﬁosition.

19 December was spent in i proving positions, econstructing road blocks
end laying mine fields. In the organization of the defens’ . ve positions, one
platoon of heavy machine guns Yoo peced in defiladed positions in the
vieinity of 548-592 to be us ed in the interdiction of German rear areas and
to neu1iralize the terrific enemy mortar and artillery barrages that were
being received both on the front line companies and the reserve company
areagse Four 50 6al machire guns with zround moﬁnts were used for this pur-
pose. During the next three days these four zuns fired 350,000 rounds of
interdicting fire. The amount of mortar fire received from the enemy was
negligible. Several PWs who came in to our 1ines end surrendered stated
that it was impossible to et the German soldiers out of the buildings into
their fox holes in the rear areas beca.uselof the machine gun fir e‘. The
battalion remained in this defensive position until 21 December when they
wore relieved prior to 2400 by the 324th Infantry of the 44th Infantry
Division. On the morning of 22 December the battalion moved to Remering

(41-48) and prepared for motor moverent to lietz.
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