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OINT STATEMENTS OF Eldephons C. Reischel, 0-1306147, 1lst Lt Infantry,
s@ves Registration Officer, 3rd Bn, 134th Infaniry Regt, APO 35,

[

i8S Army; Andrew (NMI) Baumgartner, 39030693, Pfg; Erwin C, Choate,
fl@&ll?@%?fe;JaP. Brown, 34198870, Pfc,. all of Hg cofrﬁjé%h Inf
Before me, lst Lt Horace R Fansen, being authorized %o administer
,Faths personally appeared lst Lt Eldephons C. Reischel, Pf¢ Andrew
(NMI) Baumgartner, Pfc Erwin C. Choate and Pfg J.P, Brown who being

me Tirst duely sworn, severally and jointly mads and subscribed

/the following statement:?
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1zt L, Eldephons C. Reischel states that he is Graves Reglstration
er Tor the 3rd Bn, 134th Inf Regt, 35th Inf Div and acted in thab

Offic
capacity during the period concerned Iin this stetement.

Pre Andrvew (WMI) Bsumgartner states that he is a driver in He
Co 3rd Bn, 134th Inf Regt and during the period concerned in this

statement, he wae a member of a Graves Registration detail under Lt
Reischel. PFfec Erwin C. Choate states that he is ammunition handler
in Hgs Co, 37vd Bn, 134th Inf Raegt and during the period concernsd in
this statement was s member of the Graves Reglstration detalil under
Lt, Reischel., PPe J.P. Brown states that he is a member of the A&P
platoon of Hgs Go, 3rd Ba, 134th Ixf Regt and during the period
conncerned in this statement, was a member of the Graves Regletration
detail under Lt Relschel, : :

Jointly % Reischel, Pf¢ Baumgartner, Pf¢ Erwin €. Choate and
that on the 13th Jan 45, they acted together as. &
tion detail and on that date removed bodies Trom the
n the vicinity of P5752 grid square (France & Belgium,

togne Sheet 121.)

I

rattlefield
1/50,000, Bsa

Ou 12 Jen, 45 in a renewed attack, elements of the 134th Inf

ezt cleared the area of grid square 5752 southeast of LUTREBOIS,
FELGIUM and on 13 Jan 45, the Graves Registration detall was called
upon to clesr this srea of dead bodles particularly becsuse an Arlty
Bn was setting up positions in that area. About 1600 hrs on the 13th
of Jan 45, the detail first came upon the bodles of two American
soldiers lying side by side at P573523. The first body examlned wes
identified 28 that of == St

Garl R, Sahli, 35588131.
ohasrved that the only wound on his body was & &
wound entering the center of the forehead and comi
back of the skull in the center just above the base of the skull.
The body was clothed in underwear, trousers, shirt. Dog t
paybook were found. Shoes and socks had been removed and
no other sguipment or clothing anywhere near the body. Th v
found lyine on its back uncovered on the ground in & spruce woods.
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The segond bodys slso of an American soldier, Was igentified
a8 Of ==

‘Rovert L. Stone, 37974306

This body was also lyinmg on 1ts back smmedigtely next to the body
of 'Bahki,  The only wound found on this body was a small arms
pullet wound through the region of the heart. The body was clothed
derwear, trousers,; shirt, Tield jacket and socks. The shoes
Wsd been removed and there was no equipment or other ¢lothing found
“anywhere in the vicinity. Dog tags and pay book were found on the

The detail next came upon the bodles of Lwo more Am@rican
soldiers at P572527. These bodies were lylng on their backs gide
by side on top of the ground uncovered at the edge of a woods.
The first body identified was that Of ==

p Busssll J. Johnson, 36988980

On this body was a wound on the lower left leg and another in the
left shoulder. Both of these wounds were dressed with Americen GI
First Aid Packet bandages both blood-sosked, In both places, the c
clothinz had been cut away for the applicatlon of these dressings.
The other wounds which were undressed were gaused from small arms
buliets. One was through the base of the left hand and the other
through the center of the forehead emerging at the top of the head
where the skull was broken sway end the brain was exposed and
protruding. This body was dressed in underwsar, ULIOUBErsS, ghirt,
field jacket, overcoaf and socks., = The shoes had been removed and
the only other piece of clothing or equipment was a helmet lying
about 5 to 6 yds away which had not been puncturéd. Dog tags and
psy book waz also found. The body lying next to that of

Johmson was that of --

Tewid I. Dowen, 347943278
This body had az wound in the left upper srm which was dresssd with
an American GI First A4id Packet dressing. Above the wound wWas &
tournlguet mede from a bandage and a stick. 'Yhe only other wound
on this body was a small arme Bullet wound entering the base of
the akull in the back and emerging at the Jjunciure of the nack and
the left shoulder where a larger hole was observed, This wound weas
undressed. The body wes clothed “in underwesr, shiri, trousers
field jsckeit, overcoat. BShoes and socks had been removed and thers
was no other piece of clothing or equipment in the vicinitytexcept
a helmet lying sbout 5 to 6 yds away, the helmet being unpunchured,
Dog tagse and pay book were found on the body .
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The detail next came upon thebody of an american soldier &t
P57255270 end was identified as that of --

.Troy R. Bader, 37058996
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This body was found lying on its right side on top of the ground

in a gully. The only wound found on this body was s small arms
bullet wound entering the back near the gpine just below the shoulder
blades and emerging at the breast bone where a larger hole wsas
observed. This wound was not dressed. The body was clothed in
underwear,; btrousers, shirt, field jackel, onse shog and a walst beld
One shos was henging from the bréanch of a iree nexi io the body.

No helmet or othsr piece of equipment Or clothing was found in the
vicinity. Dog tags and pay book were Tound on the body.
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The ‘detail next came upon the body of another Americen soldier
at PET75527 which was identified as that of -- ~~ . .

Wilbur C, Pyle, 18198599

There was & wound in the lefi chest which was drsssed with an
tmericen GI First Ald Packet bandage whlch was blood~goaked., The
clothing had been cut away for this dressing. The only other wound
. was s small arms bullet wound in the left upper skull. This was a
creasing type wound which was about 2% incheg long in the Tfiesh and
had ‘caused & plece of the skull to be knocked away about 3/4 inch
long end sbout 1/4 inch wide.  The brain was exposed, The body was
clothed with underwear, btrousers, shirt, field jackelt and socks,
The body was lying on its back with the head resting on an Ameridan
gas mask. There were no other pleces of eqguipment or clothing
except o helmet lying about 1F ft from his head which was unpunciured
and & psck which had been siripped lying about 30 yds away. <The body
was fourd in a Spruce woods. Dog tege and pay book were Found.

/. In the order stated above, K

fihe second pair of bodies was Tound 200 yds morth of the lst

pairs the 5th body was found 35 yds west of the second palr and the
6th body was found 200 yds east of the second pair of bodies, The
cnly personal items found in the clothinz of the bodles was dog tags
and psy books. All waist belts had been removed except on the body
of Bedsr, These six bodies were the only bodies of Amsrican
soldiers found in the grid sguare 5752 by thls detall. In this same

grid squsre, this detail cleared the bodies of 17 enemy, eight of
ghich were S8 troopers., In this grild square, no ltems of Amsrican
glothing or equipment were found except as stated above,

On 12th & 13th Jan 45, the days were clesar without snowfalle.
10 & 11 Jan 45, the days were Toggy but without snowfall. At
me time prior to 10 Jan, thsre had been snowfalls, Lhe exact tinme
of whieh they do not now recall, The entlre area wase covered with
enow snd 211 six of the bodies of American soldlers refered Lo were
lying on top of the ground on the snow and each of the bodies was
covered with: light Tilm of snow about & to 5/8 of an inch. This
indicates to them that the fatal wounds had been inflicted upon
these men prior to 10 Jan while these soldisrs were in the hands
of the enemy, '



' The- bodies were vemoved to a Collecting FPoint located at the eash
‘edge of the town of LUTREROIS, .

Lt Reischel states that on 13 Jan, he informed the Regtl
g8-2, Hajor Dale M, Godwin, of his findings as relatsd above and that
on 14 Jan, in company with Major Godwin, a2 furthsr examination of
the bodlies was made at the Collecting Point and photographs were
taken by Major Godwin,
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‘Lt Eldepnons G. Reischel

Pfe Andrew {(NMI) RBaumgariner

Pfe Erwin C. Ghoate

Ffe d.F. Brown

Subscrited snd sworn to before me this 18%th day of Feb, 1945

BORACE H. HANSEN
lst Lt, Infantry
Summary Court OfTicer



